


1900 1530

7~ APOPUILATION
STGROWTH ON

Population growth is a primary driver of new
development. By the year 2050, Oahu may
have nearly 1.1 million residents. As the
population increases, we need to focus
growth in the city to prevent the loss of
agricultural lands and natural areas. If we
want to keep the country country, we have
to grow up - not out.
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Focusing growth in the city doesn’t always
mean building skyscrapers. Infill development
creates new housing and work options
while making urban areas more walkable,
and more livable. Instead of driving to the
store to get your milk, what if you could
walk downstairs - or just down the block?




The City uses transit-oriented development,
or TOD, to create more efficient use of land.
TOD is compact, mixed-use development
7 within easy walking distance of a transit
%é station. TOD encourages walking, biking and
i transit, thereby creating more choices in
where we live and how we travel.
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It is easy to forget that at one time — over a
half century ago — Oahu had streetcars and
trains. Even during the height of the post-
World War Il and statehood booms when
the private automobile rose to prominence,
Honolulu was developing an award-winning
bus system.
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Today, daily bus ridership exceeds 200,000.
The Honolulu Rail Transit Project is the
newest phase of the ongoing evolution of
our island-wide multimodal transportation
system, which includes new bike networks
and more walkable streets.
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After decades of planning, rapid transit is
nearly ready to ride. The new rail system
will be fully integrated with our existing
bus and roadway system, as well as nearby
property development.
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The rail system will serve as the spine of
an island-wide multimodal transportation
network that ushers in new mobility on
Oahu. Rail transit and higher-density,
mixed-use development are also part of

the City’s strategy to manage and direct
growth on Oahu.
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If we continue to build in outlying rural and
agricultural areas, our sprawling cityscape
will eat up more natural landscape every year.
Focusing mixed-use development near rail
stations creates compact, convenient, and
walkable neighborhoods. We can use the land
more efficiently while reducing urban sprawl.
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This development approach will enable
Oahu to accommodate growth for future
generations, while also improving our

quality of life.
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