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DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2015
WAIKIKI COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Robert Finley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a quorum of 14 members
present. Note: This 17-member Board requires nine (9) members to establish quorum and to take official Board
action.

Board Members Present: Jermel Anderson, Jeff Apaka, David Benson, Helen Carroll, Paul Ciliano (Appointed at
this meeting) Louis Erteschik, Robert Finley, Walt Flood, Jeff Geck, William ‘Bill’ Lofquist, Jeff Merz, John Nigro,
Jim Poole, Patricia Shields, and Mark Smith.

Board Members Absent: Jo-Ann Adams

Guests: Dominic Dias (Board of Water Supply), Deputy Director of the Department of Transportation Services Mark
Garrity (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s representative), Representative Tom Brower, Kurt Tsuneyoshi (Councilmember
Trevor Ozawa’s Office), Lieutenant Dien Shearer (Honolulu Police Department, District 6-Waikiki), Captain Keola
Young (Honolulu Fire Department), Dave Moskowitz, Corey Dillman, Rick Egged (Waikiki Improvement
Association), Tom Schnell (PBR Hawaii), John B. Williams, David Falls, Kelly Hupp (Hale Koa Hotel/ Fort
DeRussy), Sunny Chan, Geoffrey Hill, Raytan Vares, Steve Winter, Richard Schwarts, Kathryn Henski, Ben
Sadoski and Joli Tokusato (Unite Here Local 5), Denise Boisheit, Keith Kurahashi (Kusao & Kurahashi Inc.), Mark
Harpeman, videographer (DVDmodo), and Jordan Ozaki (Neighborhood Commission Office).

In Memoriam: Chair Finley announced the passing of Assistant Chief of Police Greg Lefcourt. Chair Finley spoke of
Assistant Chief Lefcourt’s long service to the Board and community. A moment of silence was held.

Resignation: Chair Finley announced the resignation of Janet Grace and thanked her for her service to the Board.

FILLING OF VACANCY IN SUBDISTRICT 2:
Paul Ciliano volunteered to fill the vacancy in Subdistrict 2 and introduced himself. Apaka nominated Paul Ciliano
to fill the vacancy in Subdistrict 2. Ciliano was APPOINTED to fill the vacancy by UNANIMOUS CONSENT
(Aye: Anderson, Apaka, Benson, Carroll, Erteschik, Finley, Flood, Geck, Lofquist, Merz, Nigro, Poole, Shields, and
Smith; Nay: None; Abstain: None).

Neighborhood Assistant Jordan Ozaki administered the Oath of Office to Ciliano. 15 members were present.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Keola Young reported the following:
 August 2015 Statistics: There were 4 structure fires, 189 emergency medical calls, 8 search/rescues, and 5

miscellaneous calls.
 Fire Safety Tip: HFD has the following guidelines for senior citizens, which will enable HFD to assist

individuals during an emergency: Call 9-1-1 first for any emergency; have a list of medications and medical
history available; know where advanced directives are; ensure adequate access for first responders; and
ensure that an address is clearly marked and visible.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Lieutenant Dien Shearer reported the following:
 July 2015 Statistics: There were 11 robberies, 14 burglaries, 245 thefts, and 32 unauthorized entries into a

motor vehicle (UEMV), 40 speeding citations, 741 parking citations, 3 loud muffler citations, and 149
citations and 7 arrests for park closures.

 Road Closure: Kalakaua Avenue from the Waikiki Beach groin to Kapahulu Avenue will be closed on
Saturday, September 12, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. until around 10:30 p.m., due to the Hawaii 5-0 Sunset
Premiere. Kalakaua Avenue from Lewers Street to Kealohahilani Street will be close on Saturday,
September 19, 2015 from 3:00 p.m. to midnight due to the Aloha Week Hoolaulea.
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 Mobile Devices: Although weather warnings and alerts may appear on mobile devices, it is against the law
to operate a mobile device while driving. Pull over to turn off the alert.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Mufflers: Carroll raised concerns about the lack of muffler citations. Smith noted that more citations will help

decrease the number of loud mufflers.
2. Abandoned Motorcycle: Flood showed a photo of an abandoned motorcycle on Kalakaua Avenue. Benson

also noted he reported the motorcycle to HPD.
3. Hawaiian Monarch Party: Benson noted that the Board received testimony regarding a rooftop party at the

Hawaiian Monarch. Lieutenant Shearer noted that HPD responds to all calls. Chair Finley noted that the
party was referred to the Liquor Commission as a formal complaint. Erteschik noted that residents may
contact the Hawaii Association of Apartment Owners (AOAO) with concerns. Lieutenant Shearer noted that
a disorderly conduct violation may be issued in certain daytime situations if the complainant meets the
officer on the scene to fill out a report and appear in court.

4. Atkinson Drive: Merz thanked HPD for the continued patrol on Atkinson Drive and Ala Moana Boulevard.
5. Statistics: Lofquist asked and Lieutenant Shearer answered that the crime statistics are comparable to last

month’s statistics.
6. Safety: Shields raised concerns about safety in Waikiki, noting open containers of alcohol on Kuhio Avenue

and syringes found on the sidewalk on Liliuokalani Avenue.
7. Loitering on Private Property: A resident asked and Lieutenant Shearer answered that resident managers

or property owners must contact HPD each time in order for HPD to issue trespass warnings on private
property. “Blanket” permission is not allowed. Erteschik noted that laws must be changed for stricter
trespassing enforcement.

Board of Water Supply (BWS): Dominic Dias reported the following:
 Water Main Breaks: There was a water main break at Paoa Place and Kalia Road.
 Water Emergency Preparedness: Residents should store at least one gallon of water per person per day

for at least five (5) to seven (7) days. In the event of an emergency, stay tuned to media reports to receive
water information bulletins, and take appropriate actions announced by BWS or other emergency response
agencies.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
 Kuhio Avenue Project: Flood asked about water work on Kuhio Avenue fronting the Ritz Carlton. Dias

noted that the project is a private project, but he will follow up with BWS inspectors.
 Turning off Water: To prevent flooding, Smith commented on the benefit of turning off water before long

vacations. Dias agreed that it is a good idea.
 Power Outage Preparation: Poole asked and Dias answered that BWS has a portable back-up generator in

the event of a power outage.
 Ala Wai Boulevard: Lofquist raised concerns about lengthy projects along Ala Wai Boulevard.

RESIDENTS’ AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS:
 Mopeds: Resident Dave Moskowitz suggested tougher moped laws be adopted.
 Noise: Resident Moskowitz raised concerns about the lack of noise enforcement by the Liquor

Commission.
 Waikiki Business Improvement District (WBID) Update Request: Resident Moskowitz asked for an update

from the WBID Association.
 Presentation: A resident announced that there will be a presentation on the condominium-hotel project to

be built at the property formally known as King’s Village on Thursday, October 8, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. at the
Mission Memorial Building.

PUBLIC EVENTS: Chair Finley announced the following event: Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure: The Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure charity run will be held on Sunday, October 18, 2015 at Kapiolani Park. More information
can be found at www.komenhawaii.org.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative: Deputy Director Mark Garrity circulated the September 2015 City News
handout and reported the following:
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 Loitering at Nike Town Update: According to David Simpson of Robertson Properties, there is a roving
security team from Securitas who are instructed to patrol at 2080 Kalakaua Avenue. They are authorized to
issue trespass warnings on behalf of the Robertson Properties. The security team may be contacted at
371-7841.

 Hawaii Prince Hotel Noise Update: Assistant Manager, Mark Nishida noted that trucks to clean the grease
trap are called on an as-needed basis. The process takes approximately three (3) hours. The trucks must
park on Ala Moana Boulevard and run the hose to the hotel due to the size of the trucks. Nishida can be
contacted at 956-1111 and the contractor, Pacific Environmental Solutions, may be contacted at 848-0513.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:
1. Sidewalk Repair Needed: Flood showed Garrity a picture of a section of a sidewalk in need of repair at the

intersection of Kapahulu Avenue and Kalakaua Avenue. Rick Egged of the Waikiki Improvement
Association (WIA) noted that the sidewalk is scheduled to be repaved.

2. Wastewater Spill: Shields raised concerns about the seven (7) wastewater spills.
3. Ena Road Sidewalk: Benson reported a narrow strip of sidewalk and dirt strip on Ena Road needing to be

paved. Garrity noted that the sidewalk area may be under the jurisdiction of the property owner adjacent to
the sidewalk.

4. Ala Moana Boulevard Correction: Garrity asked and Chair Finley clarified that repairs on Ala Moana
Boulevard to Kalakaua Avenue were causing road closures, not on the previously mentioned Ala Wai
Boulevard.

5. Hedge Trimming Needed: Resident Moskowitz reported that a hedge fronting the Modern Honolulu needs
trimming and is starting to obstruct the sidewalk.

Governor David Ige’s Representative: A representative was not present; a report was not available.

Councilmember Trevor Ozawa: Kurt Tsuneyoshi circulated a handout and reported the following:
 Sewage: Councilmember Ozawa is investigating the recent sewage spills and is committed to holding the

City accountable.
 Temporary Trash Bins: Temporary trash bins were installed on the beach fronting the Moana Surfrider and

the Royal Hawaiian Hotel. Usage of the bins will be monitored.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: Sewage Spill: Resident Moskowitz raised concerns about the
sewage spill, and Tsuneyoshi noted that Councilmember Ozawa is questioning Mayor Caldwell’s office.

Representative Tom Brower: Representative Brower distributed a handout and reported the following:
 Written Report: Electric personal mobility devices on sidewalks and homelessness are addressed in the

written report.
 Loitering on Private Property: Fences help to deter people from loitering and camping on private property.
 100-Year Flood: An article about the Ala Wai Canal flood control was published in Civil Beat, naming ways

to prevent flooding.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: Homelessness: Erteschik asked about the progress of the new
homelessness initiatives. Brower reported that there has been slow but noticeable progress on the issue.

Senator Brickwood Galuteria: Raytan Vares introduced himself and circulated a handout.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: Kupuna Affairs: Chair Finley noted that Senator Galuteria is active in
kupuna affairs and asked if there are any upcoming events.

Waikiki Improvement Association (WIA): Rick Egged reported the following:
 Waikiki Special District (WSD) Guidelines: The WSD guidelines rewriting workshop will be held on

Thursday, September 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Waikiki Community Center.
 Aloha Month: September is “Aloha Month,” with many upcoming events in Waikiki including the Aloha

Week Hoolaulea and parade.

APPROVAL OF THE August 11, 2015 MINUTES: The August 11, 2015 regular meeting minutes were
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY, 15-0-0 (Aye: Anderson, Apaka, Benson, Carroll, Ciliano, Erteschik, Finley, Flood,
Geck, Lofquist, Merz, Nigro, Poole, Shields, and Smith; Nay: None; Abstain: None).
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NEW BOARD BUSINESS:

PRESENTATIONS: Chair Finley noted that the Board may take public input and make recommendations per
section 2-13-102 of the Neighborhood Plan.

Denny’s Kuhio Project: Tom Schnell from PBR Hawaii and Associates presented a diagram of a proposed
restaurant at the corner of Kuhio Avenue and Kapahulu Avenue. Schnell noted they are at the preliminary stage of
the process and reported the following: The permitted height limit for the property is 220 feet; the proposed project
is 24-feet high. It is almost certain that the restaurant will be a Hawaiian themed Denny’s restaurant. Proposed
design concepts include 200 seats, with 40 outdoor seats, a 40 seat banquet facility, bicycle parking, surf board
racks, an outdoor shower, tropical landscaping, sustainable energy features. The main entrance will be on
Kapahulu Avenue and there will be 11 parking spaces and a loading zone entrance off Kuhio Avenue. The goal for
the project is to create an affordable family-style restaurant for residents and visitors. The environmental
assessment (EA) is being prepared and will include a traffic study and engineering report. Environmental pre-
consultation reports were sent to area residents. There will be many opportunities for community input.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Alcohol: Flood asked and Schnell answered that they are anticipating applying for a liquor license for table

service.
2. Denny’s Operator: Shields asked and Schnell noted that the operator is a different operator from the

Denny’s that was previously in the area.
3. Grease Trap: Smith asked and Schnell answered that developers will consider noise from grease trucks

and ensure that grease and delivery trucks do not block the roadway.
4. Five Guys: Lofquist suggested that if the deal is not finalized, Five Guys Burger and Fries should be

considered.
5. Concerns: Resident Kathryn Henski raised concerns about air conditioner noise, cooking smell, trash,

parking capability, and crime. Merz agreed that AC noise should be considered by the developer.
6. Support: A resident commended the landowner for choosing a low-density project. Merz noted thanked

Schnell for a thoughtful presentation and applauded the developer for including community features and
the use of smart urban design principles. Erteschik noted his support.

Erteschik moved and Smith seconded that the Waikiki Neighborhood Board No. 9 support the concept of
the project as currently proposed.

Discussion Followed:
1. Disclosures: Chair Finley asked if there were any disclosures and Flood noted he owns Denny’s stock. No

conflict was determined.
2. Noise: Smith noted that the developers should be held accountable to use scrubber technology so there is

minimum noise in the surrounding area.

The motion PASSED by MAJORITY CONSENT 14-0-1, (Aye: Anderson, Apaka, Benson, Carroll, Ciliano,
Erteschik, Finley, Geck, Lofquist, Merz, Nigro, Poole, Shields, and Smith; Nay: None; Abstain: Flood).

One Waikiki Project, Condo Hotel: Keith Kurahashi from Kusao & Kurahashi Inc. presented a PowerPoint and
reported the following: Best Hospitality LLC, the owners of the property of the former Kyo-ya Restaurant, are
proposing to build a 350-feet-tall condo hotel with 176 units. The existing 25-foot height limit for the property was
established in the 1980s. Views of Diamond Head or the horizon line from the Punchbowl lookout would not be
obstructed by the new tower, as it would be aligned with Allure Waikiki. In addition to the units, plans for the
building include a garden café, a restaurant, outdoor activity space, pool deck, fitness center, spa, chapel, and a
total of 51 parking stalls. The development would increase hotel units in Waikiki, provide jobs and economic
benefits including additional tax revenue for the City and State. A DEA, an application for a Waikiki Special District
permit, and request for a City Council resolution will be submitted.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Disclosures: Chair Finley noted that he and Merz discussed this project.
2. Concerns and Testimony: Merz raised concerns about setting a precedent by allowing the height

exemption, and noted that the Punchbowl line-of-sight rationality is arbitrary to the project. Merz also noted
that the project is in non-compliance with the WSD criteria and referenced testimony from Peter J.
Massucci. Erteschik noted he did not agree with the rationality for increasing the height limit from 25 feet to
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350 feet, and noted that City Council should oppose the height exemption. Chair Finley noted two letters
from residents Deborah and Douglas Barrett and Peter Massucci, who stated their opposition to the project.

3. Concerns from Residents: Resident Mark Harpeman raised concerns about the lack of green belts in
Waikiki, and the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) willingness to approve projects that do not
meet zoning requirements. Ben Sadoski from Unite Here Local 5 raised concerns about the units-to-
parking ratio. Joli Tokusato from Unite Here Local 5 raised concerns about the loss of jobs with hotel-condo
conversions. A resident raised concerns about the additional amount of wastewater the tower would
generate. A resident raised concerns about steady growth of high buildings and non-smart development in
Waikiki. Resident Steve Winter noted that 115 Luana Waikiki Hotel and Suites residents will lose their view
if this project is approved.

4. Political Contributions: A resident asked and Kurahashi answered that he will not provide a list of political
contributions and meetings with government officials, but he discloses all donations to the State Ethics
Commission.

5. Additional Concerns from Board Members: Nigro stated his opposition and suggested that the developers
choose a project that fits the zoning requirements and density. Smith and Shields commented on the
foreign look of building in the photo renderings. Lofquist noted he opposes the project and raised concerns
about the vicinity of the structure to Fort DeRussy.

6. Zoning Regulations: A resident asked the Board to focus on zoning regulations and suggested the Board
be steadfast in voicing concerns to government officials.

7. Company: Shields asked and Kurahashi noted that Best Hospitality is a company based out of Japan.
8. Zoning: Chair Finley passed the gavel to Vice Chair Erteschik. Chair Finley disclosed that he has

known Kurahashi for over 40 years. No conflict was determined. Chair Finley noted that he cannot support
the project, as it is above the zoning limit of 25 feet. Vice Chair Erteschik relinquished the gavel to
Chair Finley.

Erteschik moved and Merz seconded the motion that the Waikiki Neighborhood Board No. 9 oppose the
One Waikiki project.

Merz made an amendment to the motion to add: “because the project violates the Land Use Ordinance (LUO)
zoning regulations and the Waikiki Special District design criteria.”

The amendment to the motion was APPROVED by UNIANIMOUS CONSENT. 15-0-0 (Aye: Anderson, Apaka,
Benson, Carroll, Ciliano, Erteschik, Finley, Flood, Geck, Lofquist, Merz, Nigro, Poole, Shields, and Smith; Nay:
None; Abstain: None).

The motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 15-0-0 (Aye: Anderson, Apaka, Benson, Carroll, Ciliano,
Erteschik, Finley, Flood, Geck, Lofquist, Merz, Nigro, Poole, Shields, and Smith; Nay: None; Abstain: None).

REPORTS:
 Treasurer’s Report: The report was deferred.
 Subdistrict 1 Report: No report was provided.
 Subdistrict 2 Report: No report was provided.
 Subdistrict 3 Report: No report was provided.

Chair’s Report: Chair Finley reported the following:
 Liquor Licenses: The BLT Market and Dean & Deluca Kalaimoku, both located at 383 Kalaimoku Street,

are applying for a liquor licenses.
 Resolution Draft: Chair Finley is working on a resolution to support a bridge over the Ala Wai Canal.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next Meeting: The next Waikiki Neighborhood Board No. 9 regular meeting will be held on
Tuesday, October 13, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the Waikiki Community Center.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.

Submitted by: Jordan E.E. Ozaki, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed by: Rise Doi, Neighborhood Assistant II
Reviewed and finalized by: Robert Finley, Chair; Lou Erteschik, Vice Chair; Jo-Ann Adams, Secretary


