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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2015
MILILANI MAUKA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CALL TO ORDER: Presiding Officer Alan Suwa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., with a quorum of five (5)
members present. Note – This nine (9) member Board requires five (5) members to establish a quorum and to take
official Board action.

Board Members Present: Dana Agader, Teresa Lau, Shelly Nakasone, Stanton Oishi, and Alan Suwa.

Board Members Absent: Luella Costales, Dean Hazama, Keith Tamashiro, and Lance Yoshimura.

Vacancies: None.

Guests: Boy Scouts Troop 664, Jeanne Ishikawa (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s representative), Thomas Strout (Board of
Water Supply), Captain Corey L. Sylva (Honolulu Fire Department), Marilyn Lee (Mililani/ Waipio/ Melemanu
Neighborhood Board No. 25), Kathy Bryant and Kiana Paakaula-Reis (Senator Brian Schatz’s office), Sergeant Eli
Walters and Lieutenant Mark Boyce (Honolulu Police Department), Heidi Tsuneyoshi (Council Chair Ernie Martin’s
office), Tony Gaston, Dawn Shimabukuro, and Elynne Chung (Mililani Middle School), Dr. John Brummel, Gregory
Hayes, Steven Melendez (Mililani Middle School Parent Teacher Student Organization), Kanani Castro
(Representative Beth Fukumoto’s office), Senator Michelle Kidani, Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, and Risé Doi
(Neighborhood Commission Office).

Pledge of Allegiance: Boy Scouts Troop 664 led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MONTHLY REPORTS

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Captain Corey L. Sylva reported the following:

 March 2015 Fire Statistics: There were 4 structure fires, 2 wildland fires, 2 rubbish fires, 1 vehicle fire, 19
medical emergencies, and 19 miscellaneous emergencies.

 Fire Safety Tip: According to the National Fire Protection Association, more fires start in the kitchen than in
any other place in the home. Cook only when alert. Turn off the stove if stepping away from the stove. Keep
dish towels, paper towels, and potholders away from the stove. Avoid cooking in loose clothing. If there is a
fire, go outside and call 911.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) – Lieutenant Mark Boyce and Sergeant Eli Walters reported the following:

 Crime Statistics: Lieutenant Boyce noted that detailed crime statistics can be found online at Honolulu Police
Department’s website, www.honolulupd.org.

 Crime Safety Tip: Sergeant Walters noted unsafe driving mistakes such as improper turning, driving too fast,
and overtaking vehicles on multi-lane roadways. Sergeant Walters also noted unsafe pedestrian behaviors
such as walking in the dark, not facing oncoming traffic, and walking impaired. Sergeant Walters announced
some burglary prevention tips, such as keeping doors and windows locked, adding a house alarm, and
forming a neighborhood security watch.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Child ID Program: Nakasone commented that there was excellent
participation in the Child ID program, and Sergeant Walters noted that there were 500 participants.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) – This item was deferred.

Military – Major Glen MacDonald from the 130th Engineering Brigade reported the following:

 Deployments: There are fewer troops being deployed.
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 Concerts: There will be concerts featuring local artists open to the public on Friday, March 27, 2015 and
Friday, April 24, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Leilehua Golf Course.

 Makua Marine Study: The U.S. Army is seeking community input regarding the Makua Marine Study. There
is a 60-day comment period.

Question, comments, and concerns followed: Training Exercise Update: Suwa asked and Major MacDonald
answered that training exercises are complete.

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS – None.

ELECTED OFFICIALS

Council Chair Ernie Martin – Heidi Tsuneyoshi circulated a newsletter and reported the following:

 Budget Review: The City Council has begun the budget review process. Tsuneyoshi referred to a reference
guide that explains the budget on the newsletter.

 Mililani Middle School Campus Expansion: Council Chair Martin will work with the administration on the
details of the project.

 Mililani High School Soccer Champions: Council Chair Martin congratulated Mililani High School boys’ and
girls’ soccer teams for their championships.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Jeanne Ishikawa reported the following:

 Ti Leaves: The Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts (MOCA) and the Honolulu Zoo are asking for donations
of ti leaves to help repair the hale la’i. Green, yellow, or brown ti leaves with the stems may be dropped off
in plastic bags at the Honolulu Zoo entrance.

 City Department of Transportation Services (DTS) Advisory: The DTS Traffic Signals & Technology Division
will begin placing stickers on crosswalk signal poles as they go out to inspect or repair crosswalk signal poles
island-wide.

 Deadline Extension: The deadline for comments on the Central Oahu Sustainable Communities Plan Public
Review Draft has been extended from Friday, March 13, 2015 to Tuesday, March 31, 2015. The City
Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) will ensure that comments received by the deadline will be
considered in the preparation of the final proposed revision of the Plan. Comments received after the deadline
will be sent to the Planning Commission along with the final proposed Plan revision for their consideration in
reviewing and making recommendations to the City Council. The Public Review Draft (PRD) Plan and
preliminary findings from the review of the Plan were released for public review and comments in January
2015. Ishikawa read the following link for the public to visit for more details:
http://www.honoluludpp.org/Planning/DevelopmentSustainableCommunitiesPlan/CentralOahuPlan.aspx. In
addition, Ishikawa noted to contact Lin Wong at 768-8018 or email at lwong@honolulu.gov for more
information.

 Bus Shelters: There was a previous concern regarding bus shelters. The shelters were installed by Castle &
Cooke to support the private trolley service mandated by Ordinance 92-64. The locations of the shelters were
selected by the developer.

 Crosswalks: There was a previous concern regarding the legality of crossing the street outside of crosswalks
in the Wikao Street and Waikalani Drive area. HPD responded that it is legal to cross the street as long as
the pedestrian takes the most direct route from either corner to straight to the other side. HPD officers will
not cite. DTS’ investigation included a site visit, a review of the area’s traffic collision history, pedestrian
counts, and a traffic volume study. The study found that the minimum pedestrian volume to warrant a marked
crosswalk was not met. However, pedestrians may still legally cross Wikao Street and Waikalani Drive within
its unmarked crosswalks.

 Comfort Stations: There was a previous concern regarding comfort stations at the City Lights event. The
question has been referred to the City Department of Community Services (DCS) who creates the budget for
the program.

Governor David Ige’s Representative – There was no representative present; no report was provided.

Senator Donovan Dela Cruz – Senator Dela Cruz reported the following:
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 Agriculture Project: 257 acres were purchased for the project, and currently there are negotiations with Dole
and Castle & Cooke for an additional 77 acres. The land is secured for the agricultural tech complex.

 High Tech Development Corps (HTDC): A request for proposal was sent for a company to develop a business
plan for a geriatric research facility.

Representative Beth Fukumoto – Kanani Castro circulated a newsletter that highlighted House bills from first
crossover. Castro offered to take any questions and concerns.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: House Bill (HB) 264: A resident asked about the timeline and impact
of HB 264 (relating to microgrids) on Mililani. Castro will follow up.

Representative Marcus Oshiro – No representative was present; no report was provided.

BOARD BUSINESS

Mililani Middle School Campus Expansion: Principal Elynne Chung and Dawn Shimabukuro from Mililani Middle
School delivered a presentation about the Mililani Middle School Campus expansion project and the difference
between a single-track and multi-track school system. Shimabukuro explained Act 167 which requires a certain
number of student instructional days and hours. Currently, Mililani Middle School is on a multi-track school system
that does not meet the requirements of Act 167. The goal is to add a building to Mililani Middle School to
accommodate more students and switch to a single-track school system so that the school can meet the requirements
of Act 167. Superintendent for the Leilehua-Mililani-Waialua complex area, Dr. John Brummel, expressed support for
the plan. Brummel noted that 60% of parents are in support of a single-track school system. Senator Dela Cruz
explained the proposed site location on a 12-acre park and noted the new building will have 15 classrooms. Senator
Dela Cruz explained the process and timeline of the project. Senator Michelle Kidani explained the importance for
Mililani Mauka Middle School to be a single-track school. Senator Dela Cruz noted that there is a bill in the legislature,
SB 1345 that intends to phase out multi-track schools. Senator Dela Cruz thanked Councilmembers Ron Menor and
Ernie Martin and the Mayor’s Office and Managing Director.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Hours: Lau asked and Senator Dela Cruz answered that Act 167 requires elementary school, middle school,
and high school to have the same instructional days and hour requirements. Chung noted that students’
passing time is not included, but most Mililani Middle School students take two (2) minutes to get to each
class.

2. Personnel: Oishi asked and Chung answered that adding an additional building will not affect personnel.
3. Wheeler Middle School: Lau raised a concern that with the reduction of military personnel, Wheeler Middle

School will be underutilized. Senator Kidani noted that parents do not want to send their students to Wheeler
Middle School and there are bus service costs. Senator Kidani noted that adding an additional building to
Mililani Middle School will save money in the future rather than spending money on transportation services.
Tony Gaston from the Mililani Middle School Community Council noted that when Mililani Middle School was
planned, there was community dissent when parents were supposed to send their children to Wheeler Middle
School.

4. Feedback: Suwa asked and Chung answered that parents and community of Mililani Middle School were
asked for input at various meetings and coffee hours. Chung noted that more than 60% of parents were not
satisfied with the multi-track system.

5. Support: Suwa asked and Senator Kidani answered that the project needs support from the Board to use
part of the park for the facility. Senator Dela Cruz noted that the Managing Director and Castle & Cooke are
in discussion and the details need to be negotiated.

6. Discussion: Lau asked and Chung answered that tonight is the first time the project was officially presented
and there will be community forums in the future. Steven Melendez from the Mililani Middle School Parent
Teacher Student Organization (PTSO) noted that the community is very supportive of the project and the
single-track system. Nakasone commented that scheduling vacations with a multi-track system is difficult.
Nakasone suggested that there should be more campus security when there are more students on campus
at the same time. Chung noted there will be more security and custodial staff will be added. Senator Dela
Cruz emphasized that students will lose instructional hours if Mililani Middle School does not switch to a
single-track system. Suwa asked and Senator Dela Cruz answered that the City needs to review the land
deed, the State Legislature needs to appropriate the funds, and the Governor needs to release the funds.
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Oishi moved and Lau seconded to support building on the proposed site and Mililani Middle School
switching to a single-track system.

Discussion followed: Resolution: Lau noted that there should be a resolution.

Oishi withdrew the original motion.

Oishi moved and Lau seconded to submit a resolution to support building on the proposed site and Mililani
Middle School switching to a single-track system.

Discussion followed: Content: Oishi noted that the resolution should reference SB 1345 and HB 500.

A roll call vote was taken. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 5-0-0 (Aye: Agader, Lau, Nakasone,
Oishi, and Suwa).

Update from Senator Brian Schatz’s Staff: Kathy Bryant from Senator Schatz’s office encouraged the public to
contact the office with any questions or concerns. Student intern Kiana Paakaula-Reis delivered a brief
presentation about the student and youth programs available with Senator Schatz’s office. Paakaula-Reis reported
that internships are available for undergraduate, graduate, and law students to offer students a deeper
understanding of public service, community, and the legislative process. The Schatz Seniors high school internship
program provides opportunities for students to learn about the U.S. Senate and encourages students to be leaders
in their communities. Senator Schatz may also nominate Hawaii students for appointment to the United States
Service Academies. The United States Senate Youth Program provides two (2) outstanding Hawaii high school
juniors or seniors to participate in a week-long government and leadership program in Washington, D.C. Each
delegate will be awarded a $5,000 scholarship for their undergraduate studies to pursue coursework in political
science or history. All transportation, meal, and hotel expenses will be covered. Bryant noted that the office plans to
visit the neighborhood boards at least once a year. Bryant recommended to contact the Honolulu office, call 523-
2061 or visit Senator Schatz’s website and Facebook page.

APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 17, 2015 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The February 17, 2015 regular
meeting minutes were ADOPTED as corrected by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 5-0-0 (Aye: Agader, Lau,
Nakasone, Oishi, and Suwa).

Corrections include the following:

 Page 4: Patsy T. Mink Central Oahu Regional Park: Should read “Bill 75 (2014) CD1 relating to a Patsy T.
Mink Central Oahu Regional Park Fund has passed first and second reading and twice in the Budget
Committee.”

REPORTS: There were no reports for Castle & Cooke, Mililani Town Association, and Patsy T. Mink Central Oahu
Regional Park. There were no reports for the Education, Military/ Civil Defense, Parks and Recreation, and
Recognition committees.

Treasurer’s Report: Suwa read the financial statement for March 2015. The remaining balance is $270.71. The
report was filed.

Planning and Zoning Committee: Oishi reported that the Ho’opili development project received further approval
regarding rezoning. Oishi also reported that the Malaekahana project was removed from the Ko’olauloa Sustainable
Communities Plan.

Transportation Committee: Suwa noted the Citizen’s Advisory Committee will meet Wednesday, March 18, 2015.
There will be an update regarding the King Street protected bicycle lane.

Chair’s Report: There was no report.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Meeting: The next Mililani Mauka/Launani Valley Neighborhood Board No. 35 meeting will be on Tuesday,
April 21, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mililani Mauka Elementary School Cafeteria, 95-1111 Makaikai Street.
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ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

Submitted By: Risé Doi, Neighborhood Assistant II
Reviewed By: Lori Snyder, Neighborhood Assistant I
Reviewed and Finalized By: Dean Hazama, Chair


