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WELCOME TO THE
ETHICS COMMISSION MEETING

Date: July 17, 2019

Time: 11:30 a.m.

Place: Kapālama Hale

925 Dillingham Boulevard

1st Floor Conference Room

Please sign in at the testimony table.

As a courtesy, please silence your cell phone.
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I. Call to Order, Public Notice, Quorum

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”

2

ORDER OF BUSINESS
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II. NEW BUSINESS

A. Chair’s Report

1. For Action: Approval of Open Session
Minutes of June 19, 2019

2. For Action: Approval of Executive Session

Minutes of June 19, 2019

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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II.B. KEALOHA CHRONOLOGY AND
PROCUREMENT OF OUTSIDE COUNSEL

1. Ethics Commission Chronology of Events and
Discussion About Matters Relating to the
Kealohas

2. Procurement of Outside Counsel to
Prosecute and Investigate Ethics
Commission Cases and Other Matters Due
to Conflicts of Interest

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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MEETING OBJECTIVES

1. Set the record straight

2. Provide chronology of factual events

3. Inform the public of outside counsel hired
due to conflicts of interest and other matters

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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STATUS OF KEALOHA CASES

1. Ethics Commission’s prosecution of 2 cases
against Kealohas continues, is not dismissed

2. Ethics Commission’s investigation of cases
brought by Kealohas against Ethics
Commission staff on-going. Civil suit
settlement agreement in effect.

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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STATUS OF DIRECTOR TOTTO EMPLOYMENT
WITH ETHICS COMMISSION

3. June 15, 2016 – Dir. Totto signs
separation from employment letter,
voluntarily resigns from Ethics
Commission (nothing to do with
Kealohas)

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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ETHICS COMMISSION CASES CONFIDENTIAL

 Ethics records and cases confidential by law
(Rev. Ord. Sect. 3-6.12)

 CAN share information in the public domain

 CANNOT share Commission records, reports,
exhibits, other information

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”

8



7/17/2019

5

ETHICS COMMISSION STAFF IS SEPARATED
FROM THE ETHICS COMMISSION

9

INVESTIGATION
CIVIL

PROSECUTION ADJUDICATION

1 Investigator
2 Lawyers

Staff

2 Lawyers

Staff

Ethics Commission
(acts as Judges)

Ethics Commission

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”

CHRONOLOGY

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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 July 8, 2015 – Kealohas (“Public Servant”)
file complaint in state court against Ethics
Commission

 July 23, 2015 – Commission finds probable
cause to go forward with 2 ethics complaints
against Kealohas
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CHRONOLOGY

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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 July 24, 2015 – Kealohas file ethics
complaint against Ethics Commission staff

CHRONOLOGY

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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 September 4, 2015 – Kealohas (“Doe and
Roe”) file new complaint in state court
against Ethics Commission

 November 2015 – Kealohas file ethics
complaints against Ethics Commission staff
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COMMISSION HIRES OUTSIDE COUNSEL DUE
TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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 December 8, 2015 – Ethics Commission
hires Anna Elento-Sneed to conduct
workplace investigation

 December 10, 2015 – Lincoln Ashida hired
to continue prosecution of 2 ethics
complaints against Kealohas

COMMISSION HIRES OUTSIDE COUNSEL DUE
TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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 April 27, 2016 – Barbara Petrus hired to
investigate Kealohas’ ethics complaints
against Ethics Commission staff

 June 17, 2016 – Kealohas file verified
complaint for damages
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III. STRATEGIC PLANNING

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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A. Ethics Commission – Update

ETHICS COMMISSION STATISTICS (CITY’S
FY2018 ANNUAL REPORT)
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ETHICS5 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Contacts Received (requests for advice,
concerns, misc. inquiries) 307 344 268 613

Contacts Answered (requests for advice,
concerns, misc. inquiries) 319 219 182 601

Ethics Concerns Received 93 111 86 58

Employees Trained 858 5,172 809 9,6866

Board, Commission Members Trained 85 0 0 176

Disclosures Received (financial, conflict of
interest, outside interest, candidate,
nomination, other)

715 746 774 841

Ethics Commission Meetings 9 16 14 11

Advisory Opinions Issued 4 1 3 1

Lobbyist Registrations, Annual Reports
Received 213 213 268 323
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IV. ADJOURNMENT

Meeting Date (scheduled): August 21, 2019

Meeting Date (reserved): September 18, 2019

Website: www.honolulu.gov/ethics Email: ethics@honolulu.gov

Twitter: @HonEthicsComm

Honolulu Ethics Commission
“We Hold the Public’s Trust”
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