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NEWS RELEASE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
CITY & COUNTY OF HONOLULU

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Monday, August 24, 2015
Media Contact:  Markus Owens, ENV PIO, 768-3454
Numerous sanitary sewer overflows across Oahu today
HONOLULU – The city’s Department of Environmental Services (ENV) responded today to numerous sanitary sewer overflows in Ala Moana, Kailua, Kaneohe and Kalanianaole Highway in Aina Hina.  High flows were the underlying cause by a large storm that blanketed Oahu over night.
The largest spill occurred near the Moana Wastewater Pump Station where more than 500,000 gallons escaped through manholes at the intersection of Atkinson Drive and Ala Moana Boulevard entering storm drains leading to the ocean.
The Kailua Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant experienced high flows into the plant causing the solid contractor tank to overflow sending 4,950 gallons of raw wastewater into Nuupia Pond.  The spill started at 7:50 a.m. and was secured at 8:40 a.m.

Storm water infiltration also caused a spill at the Kaneohe Wastewater Pre-treatment Facility at 6:00 a.m. and raw wastewater continues going into Kawa Stream at this time.  No volume available at this time.
Crews responded to a trouble call at 5307 Kalanianaole Highway in Wailupe.  When the crew arrived at 8:30 a.m., the spill had stopped.  They disinfected and deodorized the area, but were not able to estimate a volume.
Today, the state Department of Health issued a Brown Water Advisory across Oahu and was notified of the spills.  ENV is collecting water samples and posting warning signs.  
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