
Waikiki War Memorial Natatorium - Chronology 

1920 

2010 

1980 

1990 

2000 

1970 

1945 

Territory of Hawaii acquires 6.4-acre site and Hawaii’s War Memorial Park is dedicated 

Natatorium constructed 

Roll of Honor plaque dedicated 

Natatorium temporarily closes due to poor water quality 

Act 15 appropriates funds to provide a memorial “to the men and women of Hawaii who served during the war” 

Major repairs and refurbishment undertaken 

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) requests City Building Department to conduct a condition inspection 

U.S. Rivers and Harbors Act of 1965 authorizes Beach Erosion Control Improvements (Army Corps) for Waikiki 
City Council votes to demolish Natatorium as recommended by Mayor Blaisdell 

Another City Building Department inspection finds extensive deterioration of the Natatorium 

Natatorium reinstated to the Hawaii Register of Historic Places and placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places 

Final EIS for the Army Corps Beach Erosion Control Improvements proposes demolishing the Natatorium and 
creating a new beach; both the State and City governments are in agreement with the plan 

Natatorium placed on the Hawaii Register of Historic Places 
Natatorium Preservation Committee files suit; plans for demolition halted 

Basic repairs made and deep section of pool dredged and enlarged for high diving 

Natatorium officially closes; fenced and padlocked in 1980 

DPR-commissioned planning report (CJS Group) explores 3 alternatives: 1) landscaped peninsula, 2) beach 
restoration, 3) Natatorium restoration 

1919 

1921 

1929 

1931 

1927 

1949 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1973 

1979 

1980 

1985 

1976 

Mayor Hannemann convenes a Task Force, which votes to recommend removing the Natatorium and creating a new 
memorial beach 

2010 

2002 

2004 

1992 

1995 

City issues Kapiolani Park Master Planning Report that affirms the City’s position that the War Memorial Complex 
be maintained as open park space, containing the existing large stone and plaque, and if feasible, the existing 
memorial archway 

1983 

DLNR-commissioned planning study (Leo A. Daly) compares 2 alternatives: 1) full restoration with a natural flushing 
pool, 2) partial restoration that relocates memorial arch and demolishes Natatorium elements to create a public 
beach and lagoon 

State executes contract to complete final plans and specifications for full restoration 

1987 Governor Ariyoshi releases funds for planning and design work for restoration of the Natatorium 

State completes the Final EIS for full restoration of the Natatorium 

Construction contract awarded and Notice to Proceed issued to Healy Tibbitts Builders 
Kaimana Beach Coalition seeks an injunction to stop the restoration effort 
Approval given to commence restoration work on land-based portion only 

 

1999 

2005 

2006 

2013 

2012 

2014 

2008 

City assumes project from the State; Mayor Harris announces plans for the $11.5 million restoration project 1997 

Newly elected Mayor Hannemann suspends emergency repair work 

Landside restoration completed and public restrooms reopen; Natatorium rededicated in Memorial Day 
ceremonies 

Portion of the mauka pool deck collapses, public restrooms closed; City plans to use remainder of restoration funds 
to conduct emergency repairs to the pool and deck 

State Department of Health enacts new salt water swimming pool rules 

USACE Shoreline Restoration Study  

City commissions new planning work to look at alternative uses for the Waikiki War Memorial site 

Planning and design work suspended while the State considers taking over the project 
Both the State and City agree to continue to follow the Task Force recommendation to create a new memorial 

beach; planning and design work re-initiated 
Stakeholder and Pre-assessment consultation initiated; FEA-EISPN released 

2016 

1990 

2000 

2009 

Moving forward with the Task Force recommendation, the City contracts for additional planning and design work 
and an EIS 

HRS 6E consultation meetings 

DPR commissions study (Wolbrink) to evaluate existing conditions and chart a course of action, alternatives 
considered: 1) retain the Natatorium with routine maintenance, 2) demolish all or part of the Natatorium, 3) 
reconstruct, renovate, or refurbish all or part of the Natatorium 

1964 

DLNR report on SR 209 considered: 1) public-private joint ventures, 2) demolition and construct a new saltwater pool 
inland or at another site 

1981 

Ad Hoc Study Committee (prepared by members of the DLNR Natatorium committee in disagreement with the DLNR 
SR 209 report): 1) should only be reconstructed if a valid public purpose would be served by its reconstruction, 2) 
demolish Natatorium and put a public beach in its place 

1981 

DLNR report on HCR 173 considered: 1) restore a beach to the area occupied by the Natatorium, 2) convert makai 
wall into a “groin” to establish a protected swim area, 3) fill pool and convert it to a landscaped peninsula 

1983 
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