


HPD Names Nakasato, 
Bode as Deputy Chiefs 

Honolulu Police Chief David Lazar has selected 
Brandon Nakasato and Parker Bode to serve as 
the Honolulu Police Department’s permanent 
deputy chiefs, bringing a combination of 
experience, leadership and new perspectives to 
HPD’s executive team.

Nakasato, a 27-year HPD veteran, has held a broad 
range of patrol, investigative, and administrative 
assignments throughout the department, including 
major crimes, homicide, professional standards 
and human resources. Most recently, he served as 
interim deputy chief overseeing Field Operations, 
which he will continue to lead.

Bode, a 16-year HPD veteran and second-
generation officer, will lead Administrative 
Operations. At 39, he is one of the youngest 
deputy chiefs in HPD history. Since Chief Lazar  
was sworn in, Bode has served as his chief of  
staff and is helping lead development of HPD’s 
new strategic plan.

“Brandon and Parker have consistently 
demonstrated integrity, a strong work ethic  
and steady leadership,” Lazar said. “They are 
forward thinkers who deeply care about this 
department, our people and the community  
we serve.”

Honolulu Liquor Commission 
Selects New Administrator 
The Honolulu Liquor 
Commission has appointed 
Jason White as its next Liquor 
Control Administrator. White 
brings more than two decades 
of federal law enforcement 
and leadership experience, 
most recently serving as a 
Supervisory Special Agent with the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Division (CID) in Hawaiʻi. He also held 
several senior leadership positions with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), including Unit Chief at FBI 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Mayor Rick Blangiardi praised the selection, noting 
that White’s career has been defined by integrity, 
accountability, and effective leadership. The mayor said 
White’s experience managing complex organizations and 
building strong partnerships makes him well suited to lead 
the Commission as it continues its important public safety 
mission while supporting Oʻahu’s hospitality industry. Steven Young Named  

DPP Deputy Director
Mayor Rick Blangiardi has appointed Steven Young 
as Deputy Director of the City and County of Honolulu 
Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP).

Young will work alongside DPP Director Dawn Takeuchi Apuna to advance the City’s 
ongoing efforts to modernize and improve the permitting process through new 
technology, streamlined operations and more efficient service to the public.

Young brings more than 20 years of experience as a civil engineer with DPP. Since 
joining the department in 2005, he has served in several leadership positions, 
including Civil Engineering Branch Project Review Section Supervisor and Site 
Development Division Program Administrator.

Affordable 
Housing to 
Replace Former  
Dee Lite Bakery
The former Dee Lite Bakery 
building in Kalihi is being 
demolished to make room for 
a future affordable housing 

development, directly across from the future Mokauea (Kalihi) Skyline Station. The site is 
being developed as part of the Blangiardi administration’s housing strategy to activate 
transit-oriented development areas along the Skyline corridor.

New DMV kiosk 
for Kailua
A new DMV self-service kiosk 
has been installed inside 
Foodland at Kailua Town Center, 
giving Windward Oʻahu residents 
another option to renew and 
print their vehicle registrations. 
The new kiosk brings the total 
number of DMV self-service 
kiosks on Oʻahu to 11. 

Real Property Tax Remission
If the recent storms caused damage to your home, land, or any structures 
that you own, you may qualify for a remission of real property taxes 
through the City and County of Honolulu. The deadline to apply is  
June 30, 2027. Scan the QR code for more information. 

Team Oʻahu Wins Junior Lifeguard Championship
Team Oʻahu captured the 2026 Junior Lifeguard State Championship at Ala Moana Beach Park with a 
dominant performance, earning 318 points compared to 172 points for Team Kauaʻi in second place. 
The competition brought together young athletes from across Hawaiʻi to highlight athletic ability, 
ocean safety skills, teamwork and camaraderie.



City Supports Kaua‘i 
Recovery Following 
Hurricane Lowell  
Oʻahu was spared major damage as 
Hurricane Lowell passed the Hawaiian 
Islands, but the City and County of Honolulu 
quickly stepped up to support storm 
response and recovery efforts on Kauaʻi.

As Lowell approached, the O‘ahu Emergency 
Operations Center was activated, a Hurricane 
Refuge Area was opened, and departments 
and first responders prepared for potentially 
dangerous winds, flooding and high surf. While 
Oʻahu experienced some impacts, including 
significant sand and debris along portions of 
the coastline, the island avoided the more 
serious damage seen on Kauaʻi.

In advance of the storm and in its immediate 
aftermath, the City deployed more than 20 
employees to Kauaʻi to assist with recovery 
efforts. The deployment included Department 
of Parks and Recreation employees 
supporting shelter operations, members of 
the City’s Incident Management Team and 
multiple public information officers assisting 
with emergency communications.

The Honolulu Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) assisted seven dialysis patients 
who urgently needed transportation to a 
dialysis center on Oʻahu, after the hurricane 
disrupted their ability to receive regularly 
scheduled treatments on Kaua‘i. EMS 
deployed two vans and two ambulances, 
staffed by paramedics and support services 
personnel, to Kalaeloa Airport, where the 
patients and their caretakers arrived by a 
military helicopter. 

The effort reflected the strong partnership 
among Hawaiʻi’s counties and the willingness 
of City employees to help neighboring 
communities in need.

The City and County of Honolulu marked the  
25th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks with a solemn remembrance 
ceremony at Honolulu Hale, honoring the nearly 
3,000 lives lost and the courage and sacrifice of 
first responders.

Governor Josh Green and Lt. Colonel Gil Mestler 
(Ret.) joined Honolulu’s first responder leaders and 
community members in reflecting on a day that 
forever changed our nation and remembering the 
nine victims with ties to Hawaiʻi.

“As we mark the 25th anniversary of September 
11, an entire generation has now grown up with 
no personal memory of that day. For them, it 
is history. For so many of us, it remains deeply 
personal,” said Mayor Rick Blangiardi. “That is why 
we have a responsibility not only to remember 
those we lost, but to pass forward the values we 
witnessed in the face of unimaginable tragedy: 
courage, selflessness, resilience, compassion and 
unity. Twenty-five years later, those values remain 
just as important to who we are as a nation and as 
a community.”

The ceremony also paid tribute to the firefighters, 
police officers, emergency medical personnel 
and countless others who answered the call on 
September 11, many putting their own lives at risk 
to save others.

Twenty-five years later, the gathering served as a 
reminder that remembering September 11 is not 
only about honoring the past, but ensuring its 
lessons are carried forward by future generations.

Honolulu will continue to remember those we 
lost, honor those who served and carry forward 
the courage, compassion, resilience and unity 
that emerged from one of the darkest days in our 
nation’s history.

Central O‘ahu Regional Park Fully Reopens 
Following Kona Low Recovery

City Marks 25th Anniversary of September 11th 

Forbes Names City and  
County of Honolulu One of  
Hawai‘i’s Best Employers

Ranked No. 1  
in Government Services 

8th Consecutive Year The City 
Has Earned This Distinction

Patsy T. Mink Central Oʻahu Regional Park is once again fully 
open to the public following the completion of restoration work 
at an area used for temporary debris management after the 
devastating Kona low storms earlier this year.

For 18 days following the March storms, approximately 3,000 
tons of debris from some of Oʻahu’s hardest-hit communities, 
particularly the North Shore, were brought to the park. The 
material was sorted and transported to Waimānalo Gulch Sanitary 
Landfill and recycling facilities as part of the City’s emergency 
recovery effort.

Throughout the operation, the City used extensive environmental 
protections and conducted independent soil testing before and 
after cleanup. No harmful contaminants were found. Crews then 
brought in clean soil, repaired irrigation and reseeded the area.

“This is a tremendous success story and milestone for everyone 
on our island,” Mayor Rick Blangiardi said, thanking City crews, 
contractors and Central Oʻahu residents for their patience.

With temporary fencing removed, the entire park is now safe  
and open for public use.

March 2026

June 2026

August 2026



Report An Issue  
Have an issue in your community? Report anything, from 
potholes to graffiti, using the City’s 311 program — available 
now via mobile app or https://web5.hnl.info/hnl311

Sign Up For City Updates  
HNL Alert is your one-stop shop for emergency updates from 
the City! Sign up today to receive emergency alerts, service 
notifications and information about registering for City activities.

Mayor’s Office 
honolulu.gov/mayor 
(808) 768-4141

Trash Pick-Up Service 
honolulu.gov/env 
(808) 768-3486

Parks and Recreation 
honolulu.gov/parks 
(808) 768-3003

Satellite City Halls 
honolulu.gov/csd 
(808) 768-4325

Golf Course & Zoo Information 
honolulu.gov/des 
(808) 768-5400

Neighborhood Boards 
honolulu.gov/nco 
(808) 768-3710

Get In Touch Today! 

Local Little League Champs 
Honored
The Pearl City Little League Baseball team received special bats at 
Honolulu Hale to honor their incredible accomplishment of winning 
the 2026 Senior League Baseball World Series. The squad from 
Pearl City is the first team from the United States to win the Senior 
League World Series since 2019.

Honolulu Youth 
Commission Sworn In
Six new youth commissioners were sworn 
in to the Honolulu Youth Commission 
during a ceremony in Mayor Blangiardi’s 
office. These young leaders are tasked with 
informing the Mayor and the City Council 
on the priorities of the youth of the City and 
County of Honolulu. 

G.R.O.W. Goes Islandwide 
October 1! 
As of October 1, 2026, 
the City and County 
of Honolulu’s Green 
Recycling Organic Waste 
(G.R.O.W.) program is 
islandwide. All Oʻahu 
households with the 
City’s curbside three-cart 
system will be able to 
place food scraps and 
wasted food directly into their green compost carts 
along with green waste.

Oʻahu households generate roughly 60,000 tons of 
food waste each year. Through G.R.O.W., that food 
waste can be diverted and turned into nutrient-rich 
compost, helping save valuable landfill space and 
contributing to a more sustainable future for Hawaiʻi.

Skyline Earns National Innovation Award

Mayor Delivers  
Proclamation to Journey

Honolulu Zoo Reopens 
Upgraded Hippo and 
Penguin Exhibits 

The Honolulu Zoo 
has reopened 
its African 
penguin and 
hippopotamus 
exhibits following 
nearly $1 million 

in improvements designed to enhance the 
experience for animals and visitors.

The City invested $942,000 in design and 
construction for the two exhibit viewing 
areas. The African penguin exhibit now 
features a new walkway offering visitors a 
closer and more immersive view of the zoo’s 
eight endangered African penguins. The 
hippopotamus exhibit also received upgrades 
to its filtration system, sponsored by the 
Honolulu Zoological Society.

The improvements were celebrated with a 
blessing, performances and a traditional lei 
untying, with students from nearby Jefferson 
Elementary School joining the festivities.

Zoo Director John Berry said the zoo is 
excited to welcome visitors back to the 
exhibits and joked that the penguins, along 
with resident hippos Mara and Louise, are 
equally excited to greet their many fans.

Follow the QR code to access  
more information! 

Skyline has received a 2026 Innovation Award 
from the American Public Transportation 
Association (APTA), recognizing Honolulu’s rail 
system for its innovative use of technology 
to provide safe, reliable, and efficient public 
transportation.

As the nation’s first fully automated, driverless 
rail system, Skyline was honored for advanced 

technologies that enhance safety, operational 
performance, accessibility, and the rider 
experience. The system maintains an on-time 
performance of more than 99 percent while 
offering features such as platform screen gates, 
real-time monitoring, and level boarding for  
all passengers.

Mayor Blangiardi joined Gov. Green to honor 
Journey with a proclamation commemorating 
the legendary band’s last-ever concerts in the 
islands and for their longstanding and heartfelt 
connection to Hawaiʻi.


