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Ala Moana Regional Park is one of Honolulu’s most heavily used and historically 
significant parks. Often called “The People’s Park,” it serves as a daily gathering 
place for residents while also hosting some of the largest public events in the state. 
The area was transformed into a public park in the 1930s, with the sandy swimming 
beach added in 1954. McCoy Pavilion was completed in 1975 as a major community 
venue, and the park was listed on the Hawaiʻi State Register of Historic Places in 1988. 
 

Average daily visitors: 11,000 Estimated annual visits: 4 million people 
 

Permits issued in 2025: 841 
 
Major Annual Events: 

• Shinnyo-En Lantern Floating 
Ceremony – 50,000 attendees 

• Honolulu Marathon – 30,000 to 
40,000 participants 

• Visitor Industry Charity Walk – 
5,000 participants 

• Pride Parade – 3,200 participants 
• Walk for Alzheimer’s – 2,200 

participants 
 
Recreation Facilities: 

• 10 tennis courts 
• Sand volleyball courts 
• Tennis / pickleball practice area 
• Canoe hālau supporting paddling 

and cultural practices 
• Extensive beach and protected 

swimming areas  

Fitness, Sports & Community Use: 
• Tennis lessons and leagues 
• Community fitness programs 
• Non-profit walks and runs 
• Cultural gatherings and 

celebrations 
 
Ocean & Water Programs: 

• Junior Lifeguard Program 
• Lifeguard certification courses 
• Summer Fun and seasonal ocean 

programs 
• Canoe races, including 

interscholastic competitions 
• Surf meets at Ala Moana Bowls  

Ala Moana Regional Park remains one of Honolulu’s most important shared public 
spaces, balancing everyday recreation, cultural traditions, and large community events 
in the heart of the city. 


