Honolulu Recreational Community Gardening Program (HRCGP)
Rolling out the New Rules: a letter to all community gardeners

Last updated June 5th, 2025

Dear Community Gardeners,

As we prepare to implement the new Community Garden Rules & Regulations, we recognize that adapting to
these changes can be challenging. To ensure a smooth transition, we have developed a rollout plan to support

you during this period.

Once the new rules are adopted (May 12, 2025), you will have a one-year grace period (until May 12, 2026) to

make necessary changes in your plots and common areas to comply with the newly adopted rules without
receiving a notice of violation or revocation.

**Please note that the revocation of plot permits will still apply for non-compliance with the adopted rules that
also existed in the former rules and regulations, such as: attendance and cleanup requirements, missed
payments, fire hazards, pesticide use, or other City and State laws.
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e May through July 2025: This period will be dedicated to updating bylaws and sharing the new rules,

forms and resources with all gardeners during meetings. Each gardener is responsible for reviewing the

new rules to become familiar with them.
e August through October 2025: Gardeners should begin monitoring their own plots to identify any

issues and create a plan to bring their plots into compliance with the new rules. Active efforts should be
made to amend plots during this period. Time at community garden work days may be allocated to bring

plots and common areas into compliance.
e November 2025 through April 2026: Continued efforts should be made to ensure all plots meet the

new rules.

e Starting May 13", 2026: After one year, the formal monitoring of plots will commence. Notices of
violation and plot revocations will be issued to those not in compliance with the newly adopted rules.

We are here to support you throughout this transition. If you have any questions or need further clarification,
please do not hesitate to reach out. Thank you for your cooperation and commitment to maintaining our

community gardens.

Kate Eickstead
Community Garden Coordinator




