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In-Person 
/ZOOM 

Testimony 

Amanda 
Kirby 

Hi, I'm Amanda Kirby I'm the vice president of Makiki community garden. Thank you having  us. 
Um tonight I'm gonna be doing testimony for section 19-12-13 plot rules line C about fence height 
and line T about plot roof. Um I'm asking for the height restriction and allowance of permeable 
roof to be a garden-specific bylaw. There are 11 Gardens on O'ahu, only four of those do not have 
a perimeter fence. Two are in the back of neighborhoods, Manoa and mutual Lane, and the 
remaining two are well known for their theft issues Makiki and Ala Wai. The Makiki community 
garden has asked for a fence from city and county um but reported an unfeasible price to be paid 
by the garden. The current restrictions of 5-foot fencing and no roof allows for theft of tools, 
plants and soil. It has made urban gardening practices like square footage and vertical gardening 
unpopular due to the accessibility of people reaching in to steal plants. These thefts are not only 
done by homeless persons but by other community members as we see our plants being sold on 
at swap meets and on Facebook Marketplace. Unsupervised kids break plants and jump into plots 
at night. uh Honolulu Police Department has offered to file police reports but do not follow 
thieves or children into the garden due to the narrow aisles. We have lost countless monies on 
plants and tools but have lost more in our enjoyment and trust in the community garden. Thefts 
happen weekly as do gardeners giving up their plot after each break-in. We ask that the fence 
height and the roof option to be left to each Garden's vote by their bylaws as we are so different. 
Thank you. 

Asking for height of fence 
to be moved to 6 feet and 
for permeable roofing to 
be allowed, at least in the 
bylaws. Theft is a big 
issue. 

We will revise the rules to allow for fences to 
be 6 feet in height, as measured from the 
pathway. If a plot has a plot border (such as 
pavers or a wood border) this will be included 
in the measurement of the fence height. 

Adam 
Strubeck 

Hello everyone, Adam Strubeck. I'm the applications officer for the Makiki community garden 
testifying on behalf of the Makiki community garden organization. Um I did want to reiterate 
what Amanda said about the ability to have an enclosable roof. Um. Enclosable roof doesn't 
necessarily affect the visibility into the garden um and would go a long way to prevent thefts. I 
recommend it would be an option to --if enclosable roofs are allowed-- not to allow plant growth 
on the enclosable roof um because that  does restrict visibility into the garden. But again just 
wanted to reiterate that it would be appreciated if individual Gardens could vote into their bylaws 
to allow permeable, closable roofs within the plot in addition to the 5 foot border fence. Thank 
you. 

Asking that an enclosable 
roof be allowed, 
accompanied by rule 
saying that plants cannot 
grow on the roof. 

Due to safety concerns, we cannot allow roofs. 
Permeable covers that are made for gardening, 
such as shade cloth or chicken wire, to prevent 
thefts but allow in rain and sun, will continue 
to be allowed. 



Elena Kick I do not represent Manoa Community Garden, I am representing myself. Um I just have one 
question about chapter 19-12-2 Application. Uh I noticed that uh there is no place uh there's no 
question about uh the marital status, single or married, in the application form and I do not know 
where this goes, which which place is this go. Uh it's about um it's about there is no more rule 
about each-- each uh one household or one one plot per one household. That's all. 

Asking for more 
clarification information 
required on the 
application (marital 
status), and if there is no 
more rule about 
restricting the number of 
plots per household.  

People interested in applying for a plot permit 
do not have to provide marital status. 
Additionally, the proposed rules remove any 
language around “household” or “family 
member”. Multiple people in a family or in a 
household may be permit holders for separate 
plots. We propose this revision because we are 
not in a position to define what a family 
member is, and we want to avoid restricting 
access to the program based on socioeconomic 
status. If we limited the number of plots to one 
household (as is the case in the 1984 Amended 
Rules & Regulations), then those who can 
afford to live alone on O‘ahu have more access 
to the program, which wouldn’t be equitable. 

Veronica 
Betancourt 

Hi my name is Veronica Betancourt. I don't represent the garden but I do have a plot at the Ala 
Wai community garden and here to speak on same as everybody else, on the height and roofing 
situation. Um I had someone set up a tent in my plot. The height right now is less than  I think it's 
at 5 feet, so that's obviously not restricting anybody from jumping in and pitching a tent. Um even 
last night or two nights ago walking by I saw that uh a plot was also broken into that's on the side. 
So if we could either have it in the bylaws or change the rule and having that height would be 
helpful in deterring those, because there is, there are people breaking in. Like they've already 
mentioned. Thank you. 

Asking to allow for 6 foot 
fence, either for the rules 
or the bylaws. Dwelling is 
an issue. 

See above 



Liane 
Briggs 

Hello my name is Liane Briggs. I've been a gardener at Kaneohe community garden for about 15  
years I've been an officer for about 10 years both as president and currently as Treasurer I'm here 
to testify for myself as I have not spoken with any garden members or officers. Um first I would 
like to commend the process um having been through from start to finish and I want to commend 
Anna um  for her hard work in consolidating admin rules from 1984, garden rules from all the 
community gardens with um gardener input, putting everything on the website, the zoom 
recordings, all the drafts- kudos to Anna. Um and secondly as I reread the document today, I was 
quite pleased to see gardener input into the document. Little things like um uh oh that you 
should wash your tools. I mean this is something that gardeners would know um but maybe not 
the general public or um you know other um other individuals would know. Um I do have a 
question and request for a change, and this is on page 31 section 19-12-26 under revocation. And 
this would be I guess B2. Six written notices of violation for the same violation during a calendar 
year even if corrected. Um to- We are small garden. The revocation process does take time um it 
seems that six written notices- there's quite a few. I'm wondering if that could be changed to four 
written notices for the same violation for four consecutive quarters so that if a gardener has been 
gardening steadily and  then the the um consecutive period crosses over from one calendar year 
to the next calendar year, if that could be a revocable offense. Thank you I apologize for running 
over my time. 

Commend Anna for the 
rule revision process, and 
for seeing gardener input 
in the new draft. Want 19-
12-26, revocation 
changed from 6 written 
notices to be reduced to 4 
written notices.  Instead 
of amount of violations 
being in a calendar year, 
revocation should be due 
to consecutive notices. 

We will revise the rules to say "four 
consecutive quarters" instead of calendar year. 



Holly 
Sullivan 
(Zoom) 

I have questions so I don't know if there would be changes uh I I put them in chat but I guess this 
isn't really quite- oh let me put my video on sorry- isn't quite the meeting for this but it it it does 
relate to to the- I had some questions that I wonder if we should be looking at changing or 
keeping the same. So I'm Holly Sullivan at the Kamilo Iki Community garden. And um on page 15, I 
wondered about the tools that now we're providing our own tools. Is that a change? I know some 
of the gardens do have tools so is that something we're going towards? And um if so it it seemed 
like there was the possibility they were all going to have to have sheds and boxes and there's a 
little bit of information on how that would be handled by the gardeners, so- um and then I'm 
wondering, the other question I had, there's a lot of referrals to the CGC lists for mulch and soil 
on page 17, on page three um woody plants, you can get a list about that. Is that the individual 
gardens' list or is there an overall CGC- everybody list. Um for example I'm assuming pesticides on 
on on page 17 that that should all be organic, not pesticides but organic things, but I don't know 
where those CGC lists would be if you have a list overall. So that would be something that would 
be helpful if you could say provided by the individual Garden or at XYZ list. I'm sorry. Uh that's 
backwards so one minute. Okay sorry! Because I'm looking at it like a mirror I guess. And I think I 
think that's it I mean there's some great stuff, you guys did a really good job. Thank you so much. 
This is I know a lot of hard work so thank you that's it. 

Asking for clarification on 
sheds and shared tools. 
Asking that all of the CGC 
lists referred to in the rule 
draft be provided, and 
wants clarification on 
where those can be 
found. 

Communal sheds will continue to be allowed. 
The proposed rules are allowing for gardeners 
to have individual storage boxes, in addition to 
a communal shed. Shared tools and sheds are 
still okay. The CGC lists referred in the rules 
can be found on our website: 
https://www8.honolulu.gov/dpr/volunteer-
give/community-gardening/toolkit-for-
gardeners/  



Kate 
(zoom) 

Um okay I wanted to, I don't have um, I'm on another Island so I don't have the rules before me 
but I want to make a public record that um uh I would like to see a grandfathered in of trees. I 
don't think that's a safety issue and every other city and county and state rule is is uh promoting 
the planting of trees. And in my particular case I have a very special Mexican lime tree and if we 
go to take it out, it's under five feet, it's going to kill that tree and that's uh food and sustenance 
um so that's under um I guess trees I don't know what it'd be under  under the uh rules. And the 
other thing is is um this is um federally funded project to get the new rules in and I disagree that 
all gardens should have the same rules we're all very different and community is built on 
uniqueness so I'd rather have that. Okay thank you. [...] Let me say one thing further is the the 
violations rules um those have been the worst part of the job of volunteers I'd like to see that 
more in the hands of the city uh workers. We can start a process, but we shouldn't have to follow 
that. Um it's been very difficult to uh remove gardeners so that's what I have to say. Thank you. 

Asking that trees be 
grandfathered in. Has a 
special tree that cannot 
survive if transplanted. 
Asking that violations to 
be handled by the City 
workers, since monitoring 
and citing is the worse 
part of volunteering. 

We are unable to incorporate this suggestion 
into the proposed rules. Trees and woody 
plants are allowed to be planted in pots with a 
barrier underneath. Trees that are currently 
planted in the ground inside a plot will have to 
be removed (over a one year grace period 
commencing the date of adoption of the new 
rules). While there may be some trees in 
individual plots that are not currently causing 
damage and are kept within the height limit, 
we cannot allow only certain trees to remain as 
this wouldn't be fair and equal application of 
the rules. Trees and woody plants in common 
areas might be considered since this benefits 
all gardeners. If there are trees planted in the 
ground in common areas that the CGO wants 
to preserve, contact us for review.If individual 
gardeners have trees that they would like to 
preserve, we can recommend transplanting 
methods, or other ways to preserve such as air 
layering or grafting.  

David 
(zoom) 

Hi oh okay I just wanted to um say something um it was more of a question though. Somebody 
mentioned about there was no um marital status on the application. Um do primary gardeners 
living in the same household need to have the same surnames and also, like, if a single person in 
the future finds someone and they move in together can that person join in as a primary 
gardener? And I think that was about it. Because I live with my partner we don't share the same 
surname and you know we're both applicants on there and I just want to be clear on that. And 
that's all I have to say. 

Asking for clarification on 
the application and 
garden rules for co-
gardeners that do not 
share a surname. 

Any two people can have their name on the 
permit application. Relation will not be asked.  



Liane 
Briggs, 

additional 
testimony 

I am Liane Briggs, and going back to 19-12-26 about the six written notices um I think I spoke 
about the number of notices but also say that a gardener has been gardening effectively for two 
quarters but then in the latter part of the calendar year they start to ignore their garden, so that 
might be a couple of notices, but because it's based on the calendar year then we would have to 
go into the next calendar year as it's currently written, you know, to obtain the the six notices. So 
if that could be changed to four consecutive quarters, that might help that crossover from one 
calendar year to the next. Thank you. 

Added to prior testimony 
to say that six consecutive 
notices lead to a 
revocation (not in a 
calendar year). 

See above 

Kate 
(zoom), 

additional 
testimony 

I'd like to put in a um request to have it two two violations within two weeks and then somebody 
at the county takes over to follow up with us because we need a heavier hammer and people 
have just been not paying attention to our to our um requests for repair or whatever they need 
to have done. Thank you. 

Added to prior testimony 
to ask that City employees 
take over the revocation 
process after two notices 
of violation are issued. 

This is what the new rules propose to do. In 
the proposed rules, only the Director or their 
designee (the community garden coordinator) 
can issue a revocation, so after two notices of 
violation, the process will move to the City. The 
proposed rules also do not require that 
gardens conduct monitoring of individual plots 
and issue notices, although they may choose to 
do so. 

Amanda 
Kirby, 

additional 
testimony 

Hi my name is Amanda. I spoke um, I was first testifier in person, and spoke in regards to the 
Makiki community garden about plot rules with the fence height and roofing so thank you again 
for some time. Um I do also want to get into this uh consideration and this ask about having the 
fence height and a permeable fence be allowed to be a garden specific bylaw, to um also know 
that we are aware any fence above uh six feet has to have a permit so we're not asking for 
anything too crazy. Um so asking for that five foot to go up to six feet would be nice just because 
when that five feet thing got put into place a lot of gardeners did state back in 1984, heights were 
a little bit lower, folks were a little bit shorter, so that um go from 5 foot moved to 6 foot with 
respect knowing anything above that needs a permit. Um so we are aware of that we don't want 
to cross any lines with DPP about permitting um but we would love the availability to increase our 
fence height and have a permeable roof. Thank you. 

Added to prior testimony 
to clarify that they are not 
asking for fence height to 
be in conflict with DPP 
permitting rules, but that 
up to 6 feet be allowed.  

See above 

Holly 
Sullivan 
(Zoom), 

additional 
testimony 

Holly Sullivan, Kamilo Iki community garden. I'm not official, I'm just one of the garden members, 
but I would like to just add to the fence concern. We have a fence but not in the back and I know 
that we're having people come through the back. We have an onion stealer that does not 
understand about snipping onions, they just pull them out. Mild compared to the other places, 
you know, we're lucky that way. So anyway just want to add to that. That's a big concern. Thank 
you. 

Added to prior testimony 
that fencing is also a 
concern for their 
community garden. 

See above 



Adam 
White 

My name is Adam White, I'm from Ala Wai Community Garden. So in regards to 19-12-14 Garden 
Rules um. It was 19-12-13 plot rules um each plot shall be open and visible from at least two sides 
at all times. This rule and then the six-foot rule I feel like uh they may override each other. Um I'd 
like to be able to keep the fence level at 6 feet if possible, and I think you guys have heard that a 
few times. So I wonder if those two again may override each other, if the two sides of visibility 
could allow us to keep our fence at six feet. Thank you. 

Asking that 6 ft fences be 
allowed, and that this 
should be okay since the 
visibility rule is in there. 

See above 

Written 
Testimony 

Amanda 
Kirby 

Aloha Honolulu Community Garden Program, 
 
Please accept my written testimony for the new rules, 
 
This is in regard to Section 19-12-13 Plot Rules - Line C Fence Height and Line T Plot Roof. 
 
I am asking for the height restriction and allowance of permeable roof to be a garden specific by 
law. There are 11 gardens on Oahu, only 4 do not have a perimeter fence. 2 are in the back of 
neighborhoods (Manoa and Mutual Lane) and the remaining two are well known for their theft 
issues (Makiki and Ala Wai). Makiki CG has asked for a fence from City and County but were 
quoted an unfeasible price to be paid by the garden. The current restrictions of 5 ft fencing with 
no roof allows for theft of tools, plants, and soil. It has made urban gardening practices like 
Square Footage and vertical gardening unpopular due to the accessibility of people reaching in to 
steal plants. These thefts are not only done by homeless persons, but by other community 
members, as we see our plants being sold at Swap Meets and Facebook Marketplace. 
Unsupervised kids break plants and jump into plots at night. HPD has offered to file police 
reports, but do not follow thieves into the garden due to narrow aisles. We have lost countless 
monies on plants and tools but have lost more in our enjoyment and trust in the community 
garden. Thefts happen weekly, as do gardeners giving up their plots after each break in. We take 
into consideration that any fence above 6 ft would require a permit and understand that is a max 
height. We understand the current proposed rules allow for an external 5 ft fence, with the 
internal plot floor being a maximum 1 ft from aisle but argue that a permeable plot roof is still a 
necessity and would be difficult to maneuver inside with a 5 ft height restriction on the inside of 
the plot. We ask that the fence height and permeable roof option to be left to each garden to 
vote for their in by-laws. 
 
Mahalo, 
Amanda Kirby  

Amanda Kirby's written 
testimony matches their 
in-person testimony. 

See above 

 

Point of contact: Anna Mines, anna.mines@honolulu.gov  


