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	Text32: 
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	Text33: 
	Text34: 
	Text35: 
	Text1: The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) is a semi-autonomous state agency established under the Hawaiʻi State Constitution and governed by Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 10, with a mandate to improve the well-being of Native Hawaiians and Hawaiians. Central to this responsibility is the strategic acquisition and long-term stewardship of lands that hold cultural, historical, and environmental significance to the lāhui. OHA’s mission is to mālama Hawaiʻi’s people, environmental resources, and assets, toward ensuring the perpetuation of the culture, the enhancement of lifestyle, and the protection of entitlements of Native Hawaiians, while enabling the building of a strong and healthy Hawaiian people and lāhui, recognized nationally and internationally.
OHA has developed substantial expertise in land acquisition through the evaluation and execution of complex real estate transactions, including fee simple acquisitions, conservation-focused purchases, and partnership-based agreements. These efforts are guided by rigorous due diligence processes that integrate environmental, legal, financial, and cultural considerations. OHA has performed cultural resource evaluations in coordination with regulatory agencies such as the State Historic Preservation Division, ensuring compliance with applicable laws and the protection of sensitive cultural and burial sites. Acquisition strategies are aligned with long-term stewardship objectives and frequently leverage collaborations with public agencies and nonprofit conservation partners to maximize impact and community benefit.
OHA’s land stewardship approach reflects a comprehensive and culturally informed model that integrates natural resource management, cultural preservation, and community engagement. OHA actively manages lands to restore native ecosystems, mitigate environmental risks such as wildfire and invasive species, and protect significant cultural sites, including heiau and traditional habitation areas. Stewardship practices are informed by ʻike kūpuna and are strengthened through ongoing engagement with lineal descendants, cultural practitioners, and community partners. OHA also supports educational and access opportunities that promote cultural perpetuation, while ensuring that stewardship activities remain compliant with environmental and historic preservation requirements.
As a public trust entity, OHA operates with strong financial oversight and capacity, supported by revenues from the Public Land Trust, state appropriations, grants, and investment income. The organization maintains audited financial statements and employs prudent fiscal management to ensure the long-term sustainability of its land assets and programs. Governance is provided by an elected Board of Trustees, which establishes policy and approves major land transactions, while executive leadership and operational divisions—including the Land Assets Division and Legacy Land Program—ensure effective implementation of acquisition and stewardship initiatives.
Through its integrated approach, OHA has demonstrated the capability to acquire, manage, and steward lands in a manner that balances cultural values, environmental responsibility, and fiduciary obligations. Its experience, organizational capacity, and commitment to the lāhui, position OHA as a highly qualified and trusted partner in land acquisition and stewardship efforts.

	Text2: 1. Public Outdoor Recreation and Education
OHA’s role in supporting this purpose is to facilitate the development of the property as a culturally grounded education and stewardship space under the leadership of the descendant stewardship group. Recognizing the sensitivity of the site and the presence of iwi kūpuna, OHA does not envision conventional recreational use, but rather supports carefully guided educational access rooted in cultural protocol and ʻike kūpuna. In alignment with the stewardship group’s vision, the property may serve as a living cultural landscape where descendants and practitioners lead place-based learning, cultural practice, and community education. OHA intends to provide institutional support to ensure that educational programming is implemented appropriately, with oversight and guidance from lineal descendants and in coordination with agencies such as the State Historic Preservation Division. The long-term vision is a protected, descendant-led cultural learning environment that perpetuates ʻike and fosters respectful community engagement.
2. Protection of Significant Habitats or Ecosystems
OHA supports the stewardship group’s ongoing efforts to restore the property’s ecological function through the reestablishment of native Hawaiian vegetation. While the site currently lacks native species, OHA recognizes the opportunity for restoration as a key component of long-term conservation. In this supporting role, OHA may assist with securing resources, technical expertise, and partnerships to advance invasive species removal, native plant propagation, and long-term habitat management. The intent is to reinforce the stewardship group’s work in transforming the site into a resilient, culturally grounded ecosystem that reflects traditional land management practices. Over time, this approach contributes to the creation of a buffer that protects both cultural resources and surrounding environmental conditions, serving as a model for integrated cultural and ecological restoration.
3. Preservation of Historically or Culturally Important Land Areas and Sites
The preservation of iwi kūpuna and associated cultural features is the central purpose of this acquisition, and OHA’s role is to support and uphold the stewardship framework established by recognized cultural and lineal descendants. The property contains significant, SHPD-recognized burial sites and cultural features, and OHA affirms the stewardship group’s intent to ensure their perpetual protection in accordance with approved Burial Treatment and Preservation Plans. OHA’s support includes assisting with compliance, facilitating coordination with the State Historic Preservation Division and the Oʻahu Island Burial Council, and long-term management of resources. The long-term vision—led by the stewardship group and supported by OHA—is to mālama the site as a protected cultural landscape where iwi kūpuna are honored, access for descendants is preserved, and cultural practices are perpetuated. OHA recognizes and defers to the stewardship group’s established strategies, including preservation in place, buffer protections, monitoring, and the legal framework that ensures conservation values are upheld in perpetuity.
4. Conservation to Reduce Erosion, Floods, Landslides, and Runoff
OHA’s role in this area is to support proactive assessment and planning efforts led by the stewardship group to ensure long-term site stability and resilience. While the property is generally stable, OHA recognizes the importance of addressing potential risks related to erosion, stormwater runoff, and other environmental stressors. In coordination with the stewardship group, OHA may assist in identifying and implementing nature-based solutions—such as native vegetation restoration and soil stabilization measures—that enhance the land’s natural capacity to manage water and reduce risk. The intent is to integrate hazard mitigation into the broader stewardship framework without compromising cultural resources. The long-term vision is a stable and resilient cultural landscape where environmental management practices support both the protection of iwi kūpuna and the sustainability of the surrounding ecosystem.

	Text3: The proposed acquisition will establish a long-term stewardship framework in which Puʻuhonua o Wailupe serves as the primary cultural steward and caretaker, with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) acting as the supporting landowner and institutional partner. This structure ensures that the conservation purposes of the project are upheld in perpetuity through a descendant-led management approach.
Puʻuhonua o Wailupe will be responsible for day-to-day stewardship, operations, and maintenance activities. These include regular site monitoring (anticipated on a monthly or more frequent basis as needed), protection and maintenance of established burial buffer zones, invasive species removal, and phased native ecosystem restoration. Stewardship activities will also include coordination of cultural access for lineal and cultural descendants, implementation of educational and cultural programming, and ongoing engagement with community members in a manner consistent with cultural protocols and site sensitivity. All activities will be conducted in alignment with approved Burial Treatment Plans and Preservation Plans, and in coordination with the State Historic Preservation Division and the Oʻahu Island Burial Council.
OHA’s role will be to support the stewardship entity through regulatory coordination, compliance oversight, and long-term planning. OHA will help ensure adherence to the terms of the conservation easement held by the City and County of Honolulu, including the protection of conservation values such as the preservation of iwi kūpuna, cultural landscapes, and wahi pana. The City’s rights and obligations, as easement holder, will include periodic monitoring and enforcement authority to ensure compliance with conservation restrictions. OHA has direct experience implementing and operating under conservation easements through its stewardship of lands in Wahiawa, and will support the City as needed.
Access to the property will be carefully managed and limited, prioritizing cultural protocol and the protection of sensitive areas. Facilitated access will be provided primarily for lineal and cultural descendants, with broader community access occurring only through guided educational and cultural activities led by the stewardship group. Sensitive areas—including burial caves, identified archaeological features, and any areas containing iwi kūpuna—will be protected through established buffer zones and avoidance measures, with no ground disturbance or development permitted. While no endangered species are currently documented on-site, ongoing restoration efforts will focus on reestablishing native vegetation to improve ecological function and provide long-term environmental benefits.
Puʻuhonua o Wailupe has estimated annual costs for stewardship, operations, and maintenance. Costs are anticipated to reach as much as $135,000, depending on the level of active restoration, programming, and monitoring required. OHA will work with Puuhonua o Wailupe to establish a stewardship plan with refined scope and cost projections.
Through this collaborative framework, the property will be a protected cultural landscape where iwi kūpuna are respected, descendant connections are maintained, and conservation values are upheld for future generations.



