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My name is Yvonne M. Galariada, and I am proud to say that I am 

an FSS Graduate. As I look back over these past five years, I am 

filled with gratitude for everything the FSS Program has done for 

me and my family. When I first joined, I was starting from the very 

bottom — working a basic job, struggling to find stability, and 

unsure if I would ever be able to move forward. I felt lost, 

overwhelmed, and honestly, a little scared. 

But step by step, goal by goal, the FSS Program helped guide me 

toward a better life. 

Through financial education, budgeting assignments, credit-

building, and constant encouragement, I learned how to manage 

my money and plan for my future. I found jobs, improved my work 

experience, and kept pushing myself to apply for better 

opportunities. And when life hit me hard — like the time I lost my 

job and had only one week to find new employment or risk losing 

everything I had worked so hard for — the FSS program was 

there. I stayed focused because I knew I wasn’t alone. 

This program helped me grow from someone just trying to get by 

into someone who is stronger, smarter, more confident, and 

capable of providing for my family. Each year, I climbed a little 

higher. Each challenge taught me resilience. And each success 

reminded me that I was moving toward something better. Today, I 

stand here as a graduate — not because the journey was easy, but 

because I refused to give up and because FSS believed in me even 

when I doubted myself. 

 

FSS Graduate Testimonial 
 

 

 

 

The secret to 

getting ahead is 

getting started. 
~Mark Twain  
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To anyone who is thinking about joining the FSS program but feels unsure:  If I can do it, you can 

do it. Truly.  I was not perfect. I made mistakes. I struggled. Life knocked me down more than once. 

But the FSS Program gave me the support, structure, and tools I needed to stand back up every 

time. 

Your story can change too. You can build a new future step by step, just like I did. Don’t be afraid 

to start —   the first step is the hardest, but it’s also the most important. And once you take it, you 

won’t be walking alone. 

Thank you to my case manager and the entire FSS team for your encouragement, patience, and 

guidance. Thank you for treating me with dignity, for helping me believe in myself, and for giving 

my family a chance at a better future. This program truly makes a difference, and I will forever be 

grateful. 

 

Warmest appreciation,  

Yvonne M. Galariada, FSS Graduate 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alu Like   

https://alulike.org 

American Job Center  

https://www8.honolulu.gov/dcs/workhawaii/  

Money Management International  

https://www.moneymanagement.org/  
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FSS Escrow Advantage Program 

 

Need money to help further your FSS training plan goals 

along?  Financial support may be available for participants 

in good standing. Talk to your FSS Coordinator about the 

Escrow Advantage Program. 

 

*Reimbursement up to $1500.00 
 

*Must be a goal/ activity listed in your FSS Training Plan 
 

*Been an active participant in the FSS Program at least 

24 months  
 

*Completed a financial education course and FSS Budget  
 

*FSS Head is required to submit documentation 

validating service received  
 

 

FREE Tax Prep through VITA 
 

Thanks to certified volunteers working across 
the State of Hawaii, you can have your 

federal and state tax returns prepared for 

FREE.  Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) sites generally become available at 

the end of January and run through April. 
Sites accept clients by appointment only. 

 
Please check their website – 

www.hawaiitaxhelp.org  
for more information, including tax site 

locations 
 
 

*Final site list for 2026  

will posted mid-January  
 

Career Expo Calendar 

Dates 
 

Wednesdays 9AM – 2PM 

At Neal Blaisdell Exhibition Hall 

 

January 28, 2026 

April 29, 2026 

July 29, 2026 

October 28, 2026 

 
https://www.workforcehonolulu.com 

INSTAGRAM @HAWAIIJOBFAIRS 

http://www.hawaiitaxhelp.org/
https://www.workforcehonolulu.com/


 

 

 


