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Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 21, 2025
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925 Dillingham Boulevard, Honolulu, Hawai‘i
In Person

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting of the Honolulu Committee on Aging (HCOA) was called to order by
Lindsey Ilagan (Chair) at 2:01 pm

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION(S)

Committee Members present:

Zosimo Arista, Lindsey Ilagan, Merle O’Neill, Rick Tabor, Terrina Wong, Kathy Wyatt
(via Microsoft Teams), Cristina Vocalan

Committee Members excused:
None

Staff Resources Personnel for the Committee present at the meeting:

Derrick Ariyoshi, Executive Assistant, Department of Community Services DCS/EAD
Melissa Ah Ho-Mauga, Planner, DCS/EAD

Maria Burns, Secretary, DCS/EAD

Rachel Yeager, Chief Planner, DCS/EAD

Joel Nakamura, Grants Manager, DCS/EAD via Teams

Public:

Annette Tashiro, State Rehabilitation Council via Teams

Donald Sakamoto, via Teams

Curt Kiriu, via Teams

Patrick Gartside, Hawai’i Statewide Independent Living Council (SLC), via Teams
Philip Ana, via Teams



3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Member motioned to accept the February 19, 2025 Meeting Minutes/Video Summary,
motion was seconded by Member. All committee members present said aye to approve
the February 19, 2025 Meeting Minutes/Video Summary, the motion passed
unanimously. The minutes stand as approved and executed.

4. PUBLIC TESTIMONY
Technical Issues and Audio Challenges

¢ Multiple participants, including Donald Sakamoto and Hawai’i SILC, reported
distorted audio and difficulty hearing during the meeting, leading to interruptions and
delays.

» Efforts were made to resolve the technical issues, and audio quality improved later in
the meeting, allowing the discussion to proceed smoothly.

5. WRITTEN TESTIMONY
None

6. FOR DISCUSSION: EAD Federal Funding Landscape — Derrick Ariyoshi, Executive
Assistant, Department of Community Services DCS/EAD
A. Federal Funding and Policy Updates

1) Derrick provided an update on potential federal funding cuts of 20-25% to
domestic non-defense programs, which could impact Older Americans Act
(OAA) programs and services.

2) The Trump administration proposed dissolving the Administration on Community
Living, potentially redistributing programs to other federal agencies like CMS and
the Administration for Children and Families.

3) Concerns were raised about the operational mechanics of funding dispersal and
the impact on state and local programs.

4) Despite uncertainties, the full allocation for FY25 was received, and strategic
planning is underway to ensure sustainability for FY26.

5) Advocacy efforts included meetings with Representatives Case and Tokuda, as
well as Senator’s Hirono and Schatz, to highlight the importance of OAA
programs.

B. Kiipuna Services and Impact Data

1) Derrick shared key statistics on services provided to kiipuna (older adults) in
Hawai’i, including:

2) 22,000 kiipuna received outreach and information assistance.



3) Over 250,000 meals were served statewide through home delivery and congregate
meal programs.

4) 7,000 hours of legal assistance and 75,001 one-way rides were provided.

5) 7,000 caregivers were supported, with 74% of caregivers being female and 65-74
years old.

6) Vulnerable populations were prioritized, with 52% of ktipuna living in rural areas,
23% at or below the poverty line, and 47% at nutritional risk.

7) The importance of caregiver programs under Title 3E was emphasized, with
efforts to raise awareness through a media blitz.

C. Caregiver Media Blitz

1) Rachel Yeager and Melissa Ah Ho-Mauga discussed a media campaign to support
caregivers, focusing on providing resources, education, and respite opportunities.

2) The campaign aims to highlight caregiver services and encourage caregivers to
seek support for themselves.

3) Efforts include leveraging media partnerships, creating spots for TV programs
like "Living 808," and running the campaign through September.

D. Accessible Housing and Kiipuna Safety

1) Curt Kiriu, a general contractor specializing in accessible design, raised concerns
about the risks of falls in homes and the need for education on home
modifications.

2) Derrick Ariyoshi mentioned the "Hale for Kiipuna" resource booklet, developed
in partnership with the University of Hawai’i and the City’s Planning and
Permitting Office, which provides tips on home modifications and technology.

3) Curt Kiriu suggested creating a smaller, printed version of the booklet for
distribution at senior clubs and recreation centers.

. FOR DISCUSSION: Staffing New Hires - Derrick Ariyoshi, Executive Assistant,
Department of Community Services DCS/EAD

a. Rachel Yeager, the Chief Planner, announced her transition to the Department of
Health’s Public Preparedness Health Branch, with Melissa Ah Ho-Mauga
stepping into her role.

b. Derrick Ariyoshi and the team expressed gratitude for Rachel’s contributions and
confidence in Melissa’s ability to lead.

. FOR DISCUSSION: Disability Resource Handbook
A. Disability Resource Handbook



1) Melissa Ah Ho-Mauga proposed creating a Disability Resource Hub to
complement the Senior Handbook, ensuring visibility and support for the
disability population.

2) The hub would include resources for individuals with physical, cognitive, and
other disabilities, with plans to update and translate the content into multiple

languages.

3) Annette Tashiro and Patrick Gartside suggested integrating disability resources
into the existing Senior Handbook for a more inclusive approach.

4) Donald Sakamoto emphasized the need for a Mayor’s Advisory Committee on
Disabilities to address broader disability issues. He is advocating for the Mayor
Committee to be brought back. Last time the committee was active was with
Mayor Peter Carlisle’s tenure.

5) Disability Resource Handbook- Patrick Gartside mentioned the Hawai’i
Association of People supporting Employment First (APSE) has a disability
resource guide. He would like to possibly collaborate on this with Zos Arista.

Language Accessibility and Translation Efforts (Not agenda item, but relates to
agenda item)

1) Efforts are underway to translate the Senior Handbook and Disability Resource
Hub into multiple languages, including Japanese, Korean, Tagalog, and ‘Olelo
Hawai‘i.

2) The team is working with the Office of Language Access to ensure plain and
simple English is used for easier translation and accessibility.

3) Donald Sakamoto and other members emphasized the importance of
accommodating individuals with visual impairments through Braille and audio
formats.

9. FOR DISCUSSION: On-Demand Transportation Pilot — Rachel Yeager, Chief Planner,
Department of Community Services DCS/EAD

A.

Rachel Yeager presented the results of the on-demand rideshare pilot program for
older adults, launched in June 2024 and ending in March 2025.

The program, in partnership with OnTheGo, provided 338 rides for eight clients,
prioritizing medical appointments and clients living alone.

Challenges included cancellations, high-step vehicles, and limited driver assistance,
which were addressed through rider education and policy adjustments.

The program demonstrated the need for flexible transportation options, with clients
expressing high satisfaction.

Future plans include exploring self-managed options due to OnTheGo’s call center
closure and evaluating other potential partners like GoGo Grandparent.



10. Next Meeting:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at 2:00 p.m., Conference
Room 277 at Kapalama Hale.

11. Adjournment at 3:30 p.m.
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