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July 1, 2025 
 

Dear EHV Participant, 
 

 
The American Rescue Plan made EHV funds available for obligation by HUD until September 
30, 2030. However, due to historic increases in rental prices resulting in higher Per Unit Cost 
for EHVs, HUD estimates that the Department will only have sufficient funds to cover all 
EHVs through most (but not all) of Calendar Year 2026. This affects all public housing 
agencies administering the EHV Program throughout the nation.  
 
Waitlist Opportunity 
Due to the anticipated end of funding for the EHV Program, current EHV participants are 
encouraged to apply for a regular Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) when the City and County 
of Honolulu’s Housing Choice Voucher program reopens to applicants. To be clear, in order to 
transition EHV families into the regular HCV program, the family must be selected through the 
Public Housing Agency’s HCV waitlist as required by 24 CFR 982.204(a).  

 
EHV families will not be automatically placed on the HCV waitlist.  

 
Furthermore, completing the application does not guarantee placement on the HCV waitlist, 
since the waitlist will be open to all interested families wishing to apply for an HCV voucher, 
and only 3,000 applications will be randomly selected by the lottery method  for placement on 
the waitlist. Your application will still be competing with all other applicants. But if your 
application is selected as one of the 3,000 by randomized lottery, your application will be given 
preference because you were in the EHV program.  

  
Waitlist Preference 
The City and County of Honolulu Section 8 Program’s Administrative Rules contain a 
“preference” for families “receiving a HUD Special Funded Voucher the funding for which will 
end.” You must be included on our HCV voucher waitlist to be given a preference. In general, 
families with a preference will be called from the waitlist to complete the eligibility review 
before families without a preference. 

 
At this time, the City and County cannot say when it will start selecting families from the new 
HCV waitlist, since it must first service all the families placed on the HCV waitlist when it was 



last opened in February 2023. EHV families are not under obligation to apply for an HCV 
voucher. However, it is important to understand that EHV funding is set to expire in 2026, and 
only those families who apply and are selected to the HCV waitlist be eligible for an HCV 
voucher. 

 
To Apply for the Waitlist  
Applications for our Agency’s waitlist may be submitted from Monday, July 14, 2025, at 7:45 
a.m. thru Friday, July 18, at 4:30 p.m. Applications must be submitted online, using a computer, 
tablet, smartphone, or other device with internet access. Community partners will make 
computers available for families needing internet access. Paper applications will not be 
accepted, and there is no cost to apply. The link to the application website can be found here: 
https://www.honolulu.gov/dcs/dcs-cad-section-8-housing-choice-voucher/ 
 
Attached you will find information that will be helpful, should you decide to apply for a regular 
HCV voucher. These documents include: 

  
• Public Notice of City and County of Honolulu Section 8 Housing Choice 

Voucher Waitlist Reopening 
• HCV Waitlist Reopening Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
• EHV Expiring Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
• List of Items Needed 

 
HCV Eligibility 
Eligibility requirements for the HCV program differ from those for the EHV program. Families 
may be denied admission to the HCV program if they have an outstanding balance due to any 
Public Housing Agency, or if members were engaged in certain prohibited criminal activities. 
Also, documentation for all household members (such as social security numbers, birth 
certificates, income and asset verifications, etc.) must be provided when your name comes up to 
the top of the waitlist, and cannot be deferred like it could be under EHV program guidelines. 

 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact your Housing Specialist. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Kerry Kaneshiro 
Administrator 
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