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Housing First clients are less likely to be arrested & spend fewer days
incarcerated than individuals still experiencing homelessness,
decreasing the burden on the criminal justice system and improving

client well-being.

This evaluation snapshot is one of four
installments highlighting the impacts of the
City and County of Honolulu’s Housing First
initiative in its first 2 years. Administered
through the Institute for Human Services,
the Housing First (HF) program is a
community intervention that offers
permanent, affordable housing as quickly as
possible for individuals and families
experiencing homelessness. The HF model
is unique because it does not require
individuals to demonstrate that they are
“housing ready” before placement.

This snapshot examines whether
participating in the HF program resulted in
changes in clients’ likelihood of being
arrested or incarcerated.

Criminal history data on adult HF clients (n =
129) were accessed via Hawaii’'s Adult
Criminal Information database (eCrim). We
also collected data on a comparison group
of 175 individuals also struggling with
homelessness but not receiving HF services.
This snapshot compares the average
number of charges and days incarcerated
between the HF clients and the comparison
group before and after the start of the HF
program (Dec. 2014-Dec. 2016).

For questions, please contact Jack Barile; barile@hawaii.edu; 808-956-6271; 2530 Dole Street, Sakamaki C400, Honolulu, HI 96822
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SUMMARY: . Before HF, individuals in the HF and comparison groups were arrested at similar
rates, but after 2-years in the program, HF clients experienced significantly fewer arrests and days
incarcerated compared to similar individuals who did not receive HF services. Data also show that

when individuals experiencing homelessness are arrested, they are more likely to be arrested for
minor, non-violent crimes. These findings suggest that HF decreases the burden on the criminal
justice system & improves client well-being.
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