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Chapter 1: Introduction

Stream Riverwalk

A notional illustration ofiNuuant
Source:HASLA

The Hawaii Chapter of the American Society of Land-
scape Architects (HASLA) has developed the Chinatown
Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity
Study for the City and County of Honolulu Office of
Economic Development. The project involved a limited
study area of the Ewa edge of Chinatown and focused
on the Nuuanu Stream corridor in order to provide pre-
liminary revitalization concepts and recommendations
for the Chinatown and Kalihi-Palama communities. The
specific study areas are the pedestrian zones on both
sides of Nuuanu Stream between the H-1 freeway and
Honolulu Harbor. The recommendations are primarily in
the public right-of-ways and public open spaces but one
involves a private development block. Figure 1-1 shows
an approximate boundary of the project study area.

1.1 Study Objectives

The goal of the project is to identify ways to improve the
social, economic and environmental quality of China-
town and Nuuanu Stream Corridor and to develop an
urban design concept that creates a unique setting that
serves Chinatown, Kalihi-Palama, the larger Honolulu
community and Oahu’s tourism industry.

1.2 Study Approach

The project approach was to conduct a series of interac-
tive workshops that involved community stakeholders.
HASLA members volunteered time to facilitate these
meetings and to develop the content of the major work
tasks of the study. The overall planning process took
approximately 16 months to finish. A more complete
description of the process follows.

Chapter 1: Introduction | 1
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PROJECT LOCATION

Kuan Yin Temple

lzumo Taisha

Nuuanu Stream Lum Sai Ho Tong

Hose Rizal Statue

——

Cultural Plaza

Dr. Sun Yat Sen Statue

Future Light Rail Station

=m = = = = Study Area Boundary “‘% Future Rail Transit Route

Figure 1-1 Approximate Study Area
(Source: HASLA)

2 | Chapter 1: Introduction



Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

Chapter 2: Working Process

Chinatown Rivrewalk St
Source: HASLA

This chapter describes the details of the Chinatown
Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectiv-
ity process. The study work program was divided into
seven major phases delineated below.

2.1. Project Kickoff

On August 20, 2010, Friends of Chinatown (FOC) invited
HASLA to participate in the River Art Wok event held

on Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall. During the event, HASLA con-
ducted interviews and surveys of the attending public to
understand the issues and concerns of the Chinatown
community, and their expectations of future improve-
ments to the area.

2.2. Review of Existing Documents
and Community Interviews

Mapping existing conditions was part of the study
process. HALSA also visited the majority of business
owner who provided sufficient information regarding
their daily experiences. The surveys and interviews
identified the key issues facing the community and how

they felt about the current conditions of Chinatown.
Residents’ perceptions of their community (i.e, safety,
crime, cleanliness, etc), business development, and
current land uses were some of the major issues identi-
fied. See Appendix B for interview/survey results. HALSA
mapped the existing conditions to inventory the context
and to help understand those factors that could affect
the outcome of the study. The existing conditions were
analyzed for potential opportunities and constraints that
could help guide potential solutions and avoid inherent
problems.

2.3. ASLA Hawaii Chapter Steering
Committee Meeting

On October 30, 2010, HASLA conducted an internal
brainstorming session in preparation for the Decem-
ber 4, 2010 community workshop. The participants
looked into characteristics of the site, defined oppor-
tunities and constraints along the Nuuanu Stream, and
discussed possible activities and facilities that can be
provided along the Riverwalk. A meeting memorandum
is provided in Appendix D.

Chapter 2: Working Process | 3
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River Art Wok 1: HASLA setting up the information booth HASLA Steering Committee Meeting 1: Brainstorming activities that
can be applied to the Nuuanu Riverwalk Corridor

River Art Wok 2: Residents discussing the project approach HASLA Steering Committee Meeting 2: Committee members discuss-
ing the opportunities and constraints within project study area

B o

Sewmrvi ol iy

River Art Wok 3: Artist painting for Nuuanu Stream HASLA Steering Committee Meeting 3: A working drawing and the
brainstorming results
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2.4. Workshop 1

On December 4, 2010, HASLA hosted a workshop at
Chinatown Cultural Plaza, Dr. Sun Yat Sen Hall to provide
the Chinatown stakeholders an update regarding the
study process and to brainstorm possible solutions. The
participants included City and County representatives,
City Council representatives, business owners, residents,
media press representatives and members of HASLA.

The program of the first workshop included:

A. Present the data gathering and analysis tasks.
B. Presentation of the idea of “Placemaking”.
C. Engage the stakeholders in a brainstorming

session to identify possible opportunities and
vision and activities to revitalize the Nuuanu
Stream Corridor.

2.4.1. Presentation of existing conditions,
history, and survey results

The existing condition analysis focused on the oppor-
tunities and constraints of the project study area. The
elements which support this analysis included investiga-
tions of current land use, pedestrian access, transporta-
tion and connectivity, visual resources analysis, tourist
attractions, green spaces, facilities, sense of place, and
current social context. Figure 2.4-1 shows an opportu-
nity and constraint map with an early version of project
boundary. The project boundary was later revised based
on the comments from the first workshop.

The history analysis was presented on the first work-
shop. It focused primarily on the overall history of
Honolulu’s Chinatown but also focused on the historic
landmarks along the Nuuanu Stream, using before-and-
after comparisons. Chapter 3 in this report describes
detailed information of the history of Chinatown and its
development along the Nuuanu Stream.

Stakeholder interviews and user surveys were present-
ed. See Appendix A and B for survey questionnaires and
results.

PLACEMAKING

Placemaking is a term to describe the process of creat-
ing places such as plazas, parks, streets, and waterfronts

that will attract people and make them major urban
spaces for towns and cities. Visitors and locals go there
because of the activities, its unique setting and the en-
joyment they experience while there. The authenticity
of the natural, cultural, and/or historic setting are often
the important ingredients to the placemaking process
but activities and destinations located there are also
prerequisites for it to becoming a successful destination.

The first workshop used this concept of placemaking to
assist participants to develop good design strategies for
the Riverwalk. The placemaking process incorporates a
programming exercise called the “Power of Ten”. It is a
planning and design process developed by the non-prof-
it organization called the Projects for Public Spaces that
identifies the following principles to plan quality urban
spaces. These were the steps used in the brainstorming
work session by the four groups. They are as follows:

1) Look first at the public space

2) Make sure that public goals are the primary
objectives

3) Build on existing assets and contexts

4) Create a shared community vision- should be a

citizen-driven initiative

5) Create multiple use destinations by tapping the
Power of 10

6) Connect destinations along the water

7) Maximize opportunities for public access

8) Balance environmental benefits with human
needs

9) Start small to make big changes

10) Conduct a good management program / system

2.4.2. Brainstorming teams

The participants were divided to four groups. Each
group was led by an HASLA facilitator to make sure that
the work session ran smoothly and to document the
community outreach process. In general, the par-
ticipants wanted to find ways of resolving the current
homelessness, safety and security, sanitation issues.
They were also successful in developing a common
vision, destinations, and activities for the Riverwalk.
Summaries of four groups’ ideas are shown in Chapter
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Opportunities & Constraints

g

& o = 5 &
T % 3| 8 % £ | 3
| ¢ - ] & &2 @
H 5 4 2 g 3
) & o E s o s
Z X T o [} X >

5

Easy Pedestrian Access (si |k width) v v v

Transportation

Visual Resources v v v v

Safety v v v

Cleanli v

Sitting Area v v

Trees for Shades v v

Parking v v

Connectivity (to parks) v v

Tourist attractions (picture opps) v v v

Parks / Green Spaces v v v

P

Insecure and Crime v v v v

Not enough shade v v v v

Difficult Pedestrian Access v v

Fast traffic movement v v

Serious Street Congestion v v

Dirtiness v v v

Homeless v v v
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.
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[ Historic Register Building (175 N. King St.)

. Intersection Enhancement
- Photo Opps
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Building i - -
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Figure 2.4-1 Opportunities and Constraints Map
(Source: HASLA)
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6: Workshop One Results. A diagram that shows the
relationship between activities and locations for each
group can be found in Appendix B and D.

2.5. Interim-Stakeholders Meeting

An interim-stakeholders meeting took place on Febru-
ary 25, 2011 as requested by stakeholders’ after the first
workshop in December. An introduction of this study
including how this project was initiated and HASLA’s
work progress was reiterated to accommodate those
who were not able to participate in the first workshop.
The introduction was followed by a two-hour discussion
regarding the current issues and possible programs to
solve the problems. Major concerns brought up repeat-
edly by the attendees included homeless, sanitary, and
security issues along the river. The majority of stake-
holders emphasized the need to first “fix the existing
problems then later provide landscape design solutions”
as the best way to making the Riverwalk area better. A
few stakeholders agreed that it is possible to solve the
current problems and to develop a landscape solution
concurrently.

Issues and concerns were discussed throughout this
stakeholders meeting that assisted HASLA prioritize and
focus the recommendations of this study. The following
outlines these issues.

1. Major focus of discussion during this work-
shop:
a. The urgent fixes are security, safety and

cleanliness. There is no need to change
the existing landscape.

b. Some questioned, “Does the commu-
nity support this project?”

c. Need to differentiate between China-
town users and outsiders

d. Need to start with basics above (core
items)

e. Instead of study, work on fundamental
issues first

2. Safety:
a. Gun problem

b. Additional police patrols

First Workshop 1: HASLA presenting to the community regarding
project updates and site analysis results

rUEEE -
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First Workshop 2: Attendees were divided to four groups for brain-
storming ideas for improving the Nuuanu Stream Corridor

First Workshop 3: Each group sent off a representative to present
their brainstorming results

Chapter 2: Working Process | 7
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C. Need to be 24/7

d. Crosswalk across Vineyard at mid-block
should is needed

3. Health:
a. Water quality issues with the river
b. Sanitation problems such as urine and
defecation on storefronts by the home-
less
c. Restrooms are dangerous places for

drug dealers and users

4, Sanitation:
a. Cleaning is the key element to improve
this place
b. Gambling and drug dealings took down
the trellis
C. Power wash is a must
d. Provide bathrooms
5. Core solutions:
a. Security: Police patrol, security cameras,
etc.
b. Sanitation: Power wash, more bath-

rooms, vector control (i.e., food collec-
tion near the river)

6. Vector control:

Rubbish is put out by merchants right after work in late
afternoon and pick up is in the morning, which provides
the opportunity for rats to feed on rubbish during the
night.

a. No secure closing containers are used
and standard city containers cannot be
serviced from the sidewalk because of

the awnings
b. Unions don’t allow changes in pick up
schedule to minimize trash exposure for
the rats
7. Homeless:
a. Concentration of service providers in

8 | Chapter 2: Working Process

the area makes the homeless problem
more acute

b. Need to put the food stand somewhere
else where they don’t affect anyone

c. A solution is to dilute the homeless
presence with more activities that bring
in more people and visitors to the area

2.6. Workshop 2

A second workshop was held on August 20, 2011 to
present the finding of the study, present recommenda-
tions and to prioritize the major recommendations. A
brief review of the results from the first workshop was
presented, including a summary of the Riverwalk’s vi-
sion, activities, and potential destinations developed

by each of the four working groups that participated in
Workshop 1. This was formatted in a table and the re-
sulting vision, destinations and activities were illustrated
on a composite plan that reflected a common direction
of the four groups input. HASLA presented their recom-
mendation on a list called “Ten Considerations” for the
stakeholders. The participants voted on each and five
were selected as the top considerations for implementa-
tion. The workshop concluded with a discussion by the
stakeholders and identifying the next steps.

2.6.1. Presentation of team vision, activity
and destination matrix

The presentation summarized each teams’ vision and
findings. The key points are summarized below:

° An activity matrix was introduced along with a
composite plan. The matrix was a compilation
of activities, their locations, and the frequency
they were mentioned by the groups. The most
desired activities/programs such as dragon
boats, sport activities, a cultural center, special
events, better bridge connection across the
river, outdoor dining, installing information
kiosks, etc. were located on the composite plan.

. HASLA identified fundamental issues that need
to be addressed in order to restore and main-
tain civic life or pride along the Riverwalk. These
issues include the homeless, sanitation, safety/
security, and utility. Ten Considerations were
identified as potential HASLA’s recommenda-
tions for the Riverwalk. These focused on issues
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but were inclusive of the prevailing vision, urban
design principles, and activity typologies.

. The Considerations were rank-ordered based on
the vote by audience placing markers on their
top five considerations.

o Priorities were developed from the natural
breaks in the voting. Five priorities or phases
were identified.

° Ten Considerations, Rank Order, and Priority
Level were developed.

2.6.2. Ten Considerations and Priorities

After the presentation of introducing team vision and
an activity matrix, Ten Considerations, Rank Order, and
Priority Level were discussed. See Chapter 8 for detailed
information.

2.6.3. Discussions

o Participants raised questions / concerns, and
provided suggestions regarding the resolution
for current issues including:

o Future grant/funding resources

o Fundamental issues and current ordi-
nance

o Restoration of shading structures

o Community coordination and self-pa-
trol group

o Gambling issue

o Education to help improve current
unethical user behavior

o Coordination with the City

o Self-support group to help get funding
in the future

o DOT future changes and related mat-
ters

o Clarification of the Study focus in terms
of study boundary and who should
involve

Second Workshop 1: Presentation boards were displayed for attend-
ees’ review and reference

Second Workshop 2: Attendees discussing study progress prior to
the meeting started

Second Workshop 3: Attendees voting for the Ten Considerations
and Priority Level

Chapter 2: Working Process | 9
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2.7. Submit Final Report

Based on the agreement: Agreement No. CT-
MAY-1000482 between the City and County of Honolu-
lu Office of Economic Development and Hawaii Chap-
ter- American Society of Landscape Architects, a report
for the Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization
and Downtown Connectivity Study should be submitted
in December, 2011. After the submission of this report,
a review will be conducted by the City and County of
Honolulu, Office of Economic Development to provide
input and comments to HASLA. The report will be later
stored in the City’s library, and as a reference for pos-
sible design development in the future.

10 | Chapter 2: Working Process
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Chapter 3: History and Background

Honolulu’s Chinatown was the earliest city center in Ho-
nolulu, and one of the oldest Chinatowns in the United
States. Two major fires in 1886 and in 1900 respectively
destroyed most of Chinatown, but it was rebuilt each
time and remained a vibrant commercial district. The
businesses in Chinatown started going downturn after
1950s but the unique cultural character never faded.
Today, Chinatown is surrounded by modern high-rises,
galleries, and eateries. The rich history and colorful eth-
nic characters, however, are significantly preserved.

3.1. Pre-contact Period

In ancient times, Chinatown was a mud flat with coral
outcroppings and forested with trees. Hawaiians settled
the area nearby Nuuanu Stream which provided a
permanent source of fresh water. A fish pond was built
in the area that was perhaps one of the oldest fishpond
in the islands. The ancient Hawaiians named this place
Mamala Bay which was later known as Honolulu Harbor.
The name “Honolulu” means “sheltered bay” but is also
related to legends of a stone which was situated near
the intersection of Liliha Street and Vineyard Boulevard

today. The harbor provided deep anchorage and was
the safest protected port for foreign sea vessels arriving
in Hawaii. In the late 1700s, the area neighboring the
harbor became the focus of commerce and social life.
Around 1825, Honolulu became the official name of the
growing port town with a rapidly swelling of population.

3.2. Trade and Whaling Period

Hawaii’s first connection to trade was the sandalwood
trade. The blooming trade transformed Honolulu’s
economy and the native Hawaiians’ life style from bar-
tering to trading. King Kamehameha | and Il both had
dominated the market and made a fortune. The sandal-
wood trade business, however, did not last long due to
the Kings’ lack of knowledge in finance that resulted in
debts to Western traders. In late 1820s, the local sandal-
wood supply was depleted, and the sandalwood trade
declined.

In 1840s, whaling became a popular trade business in
Hawaii. The whaling industry was dominant due to a
large amount of whaling fleets passing through Honolu-

Chapter 3: History and Background | 11
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Photo 3.1-1 Western ships docked in Honolulu’s deep harbor in 1800

(Source: http://www.hawaiihistory.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=ig.image&FileName=img90.jpg)

lu Harbor. In 1844, Honolulu and Lahaina were the only
two legal ports that allowed the entry of the whaling
ships. In late 1800s, Honolulu became an important port
for whale oil business.

With the frequent transhipments at Honolulu Harbor,
the numbers of sailors and laborers were increased in
Honolulu. It was also the time when Chinese crewmen
who worked on foreign ships started arriving in Hono-
lulu. In 1852, Thetis, a British ship captained by Captain
John Cass, brought 293 Chinese men under contract for
five years to work on the plantations that started the
import of contract Chinese laborers to Hawaii.

3.3. Plantation Period and China-
town

The arrival of the Chinese in Hawaii can be traced to
between late 1788 to early 1789, the period that Hawaii
Chinese historians commemorate as the official arrival
of the first Chinese in Hawaii. It was not until 1852, how-
ever, with the growth of the sugar industry and the need
for plantation laborers, the Chinese became the first
contract laborers to arrive in Hawaii. Between 1852 and
1876, nearly 4,000 Chinese were imported as contract
laborers. By 1884, the Chinese population in Honolulu
reached 5,000, the number of Chinese laborers on the
sugar plantation nonetheless declined. In time, the Chi-

12 | Chapter 3: History and Background

nese who had left the plantations formed a community
on a twenty-five-acre area of land in downtown to start
family-run businesses and stores where they sold wares,
jewels, groceries, etc. The community grew stronger
and became very important part of the business com-
munity of Honolulu and with their large growing popula-
tion, Chinatown was formed.

3.4. Fires

Chinatown experienced two major fires. The first fire
was in 1886 starting at a restaurant on Smith Street and
Hotel Street (Photo 3.4-1). The fire raged out of control
due to lack of water and lasted three days. It demol-
ished over eight blocks of Chinatown.

Chinatown was rebuilt to a similar form as before the
first fire. However, the streets were widened by the gov-
ernment by purchasing land at forty cents to four dollars
per square foot. Additionally, new construction practices
were enforced with new building codes in accordance
with fire protection standards such as the use of only
fire proof materials. New buildings, however, were still
being constructed in violation of the stricter building
codes including many wooden shacks. By the end of

the 1800s, the area became a dense collection of wood
frame buildings that resulted in a larger conflagration in
the beginning of 1900. The burning was a deliberately
set under the directions of the Board of Health in an ef-
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fort to remove the Bubonic Plague which was spreading
through Chinatown.

The Great Chinatown Fire, which was the second major
fire there, happened on January 20, 1900 (Photo 3.4-2).
It was started intentionally in an area near mauka of the
old Kaumakapili Church between Nuuanu Street and
Smith Street (Photo 3.4-3). The fire was perfectly under
control for the first hour until a strong wind carried the
burning embers to the dry roof of buildings nearby. The
fire lasted seventeen days, between thirty-seven to fifty
acres of land and more than four thousand homes were
destroyed.

In April 1900, the Board of Health declared that Hono-
lulu was free from the bubonic infection, but most of
the Chinese families did not move back. Instead, they
moved to different areas within Honolulu as the city
became suburbanized. By 1960, only five percent of
residents in Chinatown were Chinese.

3.5. Urban Redevelopment

Chinatown was rebuilt after the major fire of 1900, and
remained a vibrant business and entertainment district
for years. During economic blooming period, tourism
was one of the key sources of prospering businesses in
Chinatown. Tourists arrived at the port on steamships
or steamers, stayed in Chinatown and downtown hotels
which made Chinatown businesses grow as part of the
city center (Figure 3.5-1). Hotels and new infrastructures
were built quickly, including the construction of Aloha
Tower in 1923 to serve as an arrival landmark. In addi-
tion to tourism, the establishment of military bases in
Hawaii was another reason of the growing economy of
Chinatown. The economic growth, however, may not be
a positive influence to Chinatown due to the nightlife
businesses that served military men, traders, and tour-
ists, and the consequent activities such as prostitution,
gambling, and drugs. Eventually, the economy went
downhill with the end of martial law in 1944. Numer-
ous brothels closed down and the industry went under-
ground. The displacement of residents and businesses
and the shift of commerce to other suburban centers
outside of the downtown area resulted in the degrada-
tion of economy and social fabric of Chinatown.

The decline in businesses and housing stock in China-
town after 1950 urged the government to implement

a series of plans such as the commonly used urban re-
newal program between 1960s and 1970s. The program,

Photo 3.4-1 1886 Fire
(Source: Exploring Honolulu Chinatown image, page 11)

Photo 3.4-2 After 1990 Fire, looking at Kaumakapili Church and
Nuuanu Stream
(Source: Exploring Honolulu Chinatown image, page 17)

Photo 3.4-3 Before 1990 Fire, looking mauka along Nuuanu Stream,
circa 1890, with Kaumakapili Church in the background
(Source: Friends of Chinatown)
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Figure 3.5-1 Historic Map of Honolulu Harbor in 1932
(Source: Hawaii State Library)
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however, further cleared off the tracks of culturally
significant resources, which were vibrant mixed residen-
tial neighborhoods in and around Chinatown. The urban
renewal projects included the redevelopment of the
Aala Park in 1965, the construction of the Kukui Plaza in
1976, and the Kukui Gardens residential development in
late 1970s. A Nuuanu Stream Parkway Preliminary Plan
was prepared in 1972 for the Department of Parks and
Recreation to create a linear urban park along Nuuanu
Stream within the center of Honolulu. In addition, the
construction of H1 Freeway (Lunalilo Freeway) cleared
the School Street neighborhood for modern high-rises
in the area peripheral to Chinatown. In 1973, Chinatown
was designated as a National Historic District and it was
placed on the National Register of Historic Places. The
designation and historic recognition seeded a renewed
effort to revitalize Chinatown. In 1991, Chinatown Spe-
cial District Design Guideline was adopted by City and
County of Honolulu Department of Land Utilization to
ensure the preservation of historic and cultural char-
acters of Chinatown. Today, Chinatown has preserved

a significant portion of its architectural and cultural
identity but still has portions of the district in need of
revitalization.

Photo 3.5-1 provides a comparison of the before-and-af-
ter Honolulu’s urban redevelopment. Figure 3.5-2 shows
the location of each image.
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Photo 3.5-1 Images of before-and-after the urban redevelopment
(Source: Friends of Chinatown, HASLA)

Figure 3.5-2 Location map of before-and-after comparison
(Source: HASLA)
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Chapter 4: Existing Condition

Makai view of Nuuanu-Stream én&Hb
Source: HASLA - -

4.1. Land Use

The project area falls under the influence of the larger
Kukui and Palama neighborhoods and the central busi-
ness district while H-1 Freeway and Honolulu Harbor
form strong mauka and makai edges to the project. The
area can further be subdivided into three subzones of
decreasing pedestrian activity and land use intensity
with the most intense being along the harbor at Chi-
natown Historic District, moderate use and intensity at
the Chinatown Cultural Plaza Shopping Center followed
by the lowest level of use and intensity at the Foster
Botanical Garden.

Honolulu’s Chinatown is a neighborhood with numer-
ous diversities. These differences have given Chinatown
its distinguishable character and have made it a unique
district in Honolulu. Chinatown is also characterized

by a vertical mixture of uses and activities on any one
property. Its land use characteristic is its combination of
shops at street level with living quarters, small offices,
or meeting rooms on the second floor and above. This
characteristic provides much of appeal and energy that

Chinatown holds today. The mixture of property uses in
Chinatown also deeply influenced the land use setting
along Nuuanu Stream (Figure 4.1-1). Along the stream
there are shops, restaurants, residential affordable
housing, and offices. Some of the commercial uses are
run-down businesses and empty properties that can be
seen along the stream.

4.1.1. Downtown side of stream

Land use along the Nuuanu Stream is characterized by

a mixture of commercial, residential, and recreational
uses. The downtown (Diamondhead) side of Nuuanu
Stream was heavily developed; land uses include afford-
able housing, shops, restaurants, and parks. These prop-
erties have buildings that form a continuous building
edge for the entire blocks from Nimitz Highway to Kukui
Street. These buildings are architecturally different from
each other which add to the diverse urban fabric seen
along River Street.

Chapter 4: Existing Condition | 17
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Figure 4.1-2 Downtown Side of the Nuuanu Stream tends to be
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4.1.1.1. Land uses on the town side of the
stream are more intensive than the Kalihi side

Due to the rapid development of center of Chinatown
and downtown area, the land use on the town side of
Nuuanu Stream has been often more intensive than the
Kalihi side (Figure 4.1-2). Barbers shop, grocery stores,
restaurants, and residential housing patronize more
foot traffic along River Street than along College Walk.
In addition, the lack of access between both riversides
provides limited connection for crossing over Nuuanu
Stream from Chinatown to the Kalihi side that the pe-
destrians would more likely stay on the town side of the
stream.

4.1.1.2. Chinatown Historic District

In 1973, Honolulu Chinatown was designated as a His-
toric District and placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. The historic district contains three precincts
including Historic Core Precinct, Mauka precinct, and
Makai Precinct (Figure 4.1-3). The three precincts were
defined in the Chinatown Special District Design Guide-
line with different degrees of historic significance.

The current historic Chinatown remains a vibrant com-
mercial district with fresh produces and various exotic
foods serving the diverse ethnic population of Honolulu.

4.1.1.3. Chinatown Cultural Plaza

Located at 100 North Beretania Street, Chinatown
Cultural Plaza is the single largest development parcel
along Nuuanu Stream (Photo 4.1-1). It is bounded by
Maunakea Street and Nuuanu Stream, and Kukui Street
and Beretania Street.

The Cultural Plaza Shopping Center was built in late
1970s as part of the Kukui Redevelopment Project. The
property houses mixed uses including commercial retail
and restaurants, medical services and institutional uses
in a two story structure that is focused inwardly to a
central courtyard. Cultural Plaza was not within the
Chinatown Special District boundary, it has, however,
become a landmark adjacent to Chinatown and one of
the most popular destinations during important holidays
such as Chinese New Year.

The design of the Chinatown Cultural Plaza is so en-
closed and made up of too many confusing grade
changes and twists and turns of the pedestrian move-
ment that parts of the complex feel very disorienting.
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Figure 4.1-3 Chinatown District Map
(Source: Chinatown Special District Design Guideline)
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The courtyard area works well during the Lunar New
Year Festival but most of the other time feels desolate
and inactive. The public edges along Beretania and
Mauna Kea Streets and Sun Yat Sen Mall do not engage
the public with sidewalk activities such as those found

in other parts of Chinatown and presents a lost opportu-
nity as a major generator for pedestrian activity for the
Riverwalk.

L T

Photo 4.1-1 Chinatown Cultural Plaza
(Source: HASLA)

4.1.1.4. Foster Botanical Garden

With over 150 years of history, Foster Botanical Garden
is a living museum of tropical specimens and a tremen-
dous variety of Hawaiian plant species. As a major open
space on the town side of Nuuanu Stream, it is an area
of over 13.5 acres that feels like old Hawaii. It provides
great educational as well as recreational values for the
Honolulu residents.

Foster Botanical Garden has a unique relationship and
connections with the Liliuokalani Botanical Garden that
is located mauka across from H-1 Freeway. A connection
along Nuuanu Stream would create a natural setting like
no other so close for a large Downtown population to
enjoy.

4.1.1.5. Cultural sites

Chinatown is a major cultural site. Most of the historic
buildings were preserved so that the unique ethnic
quality of Chinatown would remain. Among the historic
structures in Chinatown, several are landmarks that
front along Nuuanu Stream including as follows.

Armstrong Building (175 N King)

Located on 175 North King Street, the Arm-
strong Building was owned by the Armstrong
Family since the late 1800s. In 1922, James
Armstrong sold the property to Lincoln McCand-
less and it has remained in McCandless owner-
ship since then. The building was constructed of
bluestone lava rock, and was designed for the
period with unusual large windows for display-
ing retail goods. The building was laid out for
retail use on the ground floor and family living
quarters of the shop owners on the second
floor. Today, the building has been remodeled
for skateboard shop.

Oka Fong Building (175 Beretania/1199 River)

Located at the corner of 175 Beretania
Street/1199 River Street, the Oka Fong Building
was originally owned by William Castle, trustee
for the Republic of Hawaii. It passed into the
hands of the Fong Family in 1912 and remained
in the family until 1980. The existing Oka Fong
Building was built between 1923 and 1925, but
still remains good structure and is currently a
mixed-use of retails on the ground floor and
residential on the second floor.

Lum Sai Ho Tong (1315 River Street)

Located on 1315 River Street, Lum Sai Ho Tong
(LSHT) was an association which was established
in 1889 with a group of Chinese immigrants
whose last name were Lum, Lam, Lim or Lin. In
1899, the first LSHT clubhouse was constructed
at the corner of River Street and Kukui Street.
Over the years, the building experienced three
renovations from a one-story wooden structure
to a three-story concrete-padded house. Today,
the LSHT building remains in stable condition
with two shops running on the ground floor.

Kuan Yin Temple (170 Vineyard Boulevard)

Located at 170 Vineyard Boulevard, Kuan Yin
Temple was one of the most religious sites in
Honolulu. The Buddhist temple has been at this
location since 1800, sharing a part of parcel
with the Foster Botanical Garden. The temple
is surrounded by dense vegetations and some-
what hidden by greenery that creates a sense
of sacredness for the site. Kuan Yin Temple is
not a national registered historic building but it
remains significant historic and cultural site.
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4.1.2. Kalihi side of stream

The Kalihi side of Nuuanu Stream has less intensive uses
(Figure 4.1-4). Affordable housing and senior housing
land uses in the mauka section of the study area are
the major uses with exception to the Hawaii USA Credit
Union and Castle & Cooke Community Center. Aala

Park is the largest public park in the downtown area
and offers recreational and open space resources to

the makai end of Nuuanu Stream. College Walk is the
paved pedestrian mall that serves as the mauka--makai
connection between these zones. However, the pedes-
trian connectivity is poor and not continuous between
blocks because the intersecting streets lack appropriate
pedestrian crossings. Most of the land uses mauka of
Vineyard don’t provide access and frontage to College
Walk, which creates a feeling of isolation and the path
abruptly ends at a narrow pedestrian way to Aala street.

4.1.2.1. Aala Park

Aala Park is located between Beretania Street and King
Street that provides significant recreational and open
space resource for the Chinatown neighborhood. The
park, however, is not used as much by residents and

the general public due to the presence of the homeless
who populate the area for most of the day and night. It
was previously used as a sports park for league baseball
games in early 1900s and an entry gateway for pas-
sengers disembarking from the Oahu Rail Line depot
across King Street. Because of its location and a size of
6.69 acres, Aala Park still is the major open space on the
Ewa side of Nuuanu Stream. This urban park provides
sufficient space for recreational uses such as community
activities and morning exercises (i.e., Tai Chi), but the
park is nonetheless minimally used due to the homeless
(Photo 4.1-2).

4.1.2.2.
Shrine

Cultural site: Izumo Taisha Kyo

Izumo Taisha Kyo Shrine (Photo 4.1-3) is located at the
corner of College Walk and Kukui Street. It was first
founded in 1906 with a temporary structure built near
Aala Park. A permanent shrine was built in 1923 but was
gifted to the City and County of Honolulu during World
War Il. The shrine was closed in 1941 and did not re-
open until 1968 after the shrine property was returned.
Restoration began in 1968, to its current home. Today,
the Izumo Taisha Shrine is well-maintained and attracts
numerous visitors each year. Itis a historic landmark
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along the Nuuanu Stream and provides high cultural
values to the Nuuanu neighborhood.

Photo 4.1-2 Aala Park
(Source: HASLA)

Photo 4.1-3 Izumo Taisha Shrine
(Source: HASLA)

4.1.3. Honolulu Harbor

The Honolulu Harbor forms the makai extent of the
study area and has been the important port of entry for
Chinatown and downtown Honolulu since late 1700s.
The business prosperity of Chinatown and downtown
Honolulu was closely related to the frequency of daily
cargos between 1800 and 1900. The harbor has been
the principal reason why Honolulu developed and
urbanized into the capital city of the islands. Today,
Honolulu Harbor contains more than sixty piers and is
operated with various harbor dependent businesses.

There is currently no convenient pedestrian connection
from the River Street intersection of Nimitz Highway to
the harbor’s edge.

4.2. Transportation and Circulation

The roadway network provides major access to and
through the study area. These roads also bifurcate the
area and limit pedestrian connectivity in the mauka-
makai direction. Nimitz Highway, King Street, Beretania
Street, and Vineyard Boulevard are major arterials that
provide regional access to the downtown area. Nimitz
Highway is two-way with a median, King Street is one-
way in the Diamond Head direction, Hotel Street is
two-way but restricted to bus operations, and Beretainia
Street is one-way in the Ewa direction. H-1 Freeway is
the primary vehicular trunk line for the city and along
with Nimitz Highway that form the mauka and makai
edges for the study area respectively. Kukui Street is a
local residential street between Beretania Street and
Vineyard Boulevard, and is not a barrier to pedestrian
crossings. Pauahi Street does not cross the stream and

is a local two-way commercial street. River Street is the
only mauka-makai street located along the stream banks
and handles two-way traffic from Nimitz Highway to
Beretania Street. It is closed to vehicular traffic at the
Chinatown Cultural Plaza block, and is a dedicated urban
park honoring Dr. Sun Yat Sen. River Street is a one-way
street in the mauka direction from Kukui Street to Vine-
yard Boulevard.

On-street metered parking is located on River Street
between Hotel Street and Beretania Street on both
sides, and between Kukui Street and Vineyard Boule-
vard only on the Diamond Head side of the street. Kukui
Street has metered parking on both sides of the street.
Vineyard Boulevard has non-metered parking only on
the mauka side of the street. Pauahi Street has meter
parking currently on the makai side of the street.

The current public transportation in Honolulu is well-
served by a mass transit service. This service is known
as The Bus that is managed by Oahu Transit Services
Inc., which operates the system under a public-private
partnership with the City and County of Honolulu, De-
partment of Transportation Services (DTS). The Bus has
been providing public transportation services in Hono-
lulu since 1971, and has been widely known as the most
popular transportation mode within the city.
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With the rising populations in Honolulu and traffic
congestion on the freeways and streets, the City and
County of Honolulu is developing a Honolulu Rail Transit
Project in order to ameliorate the increasing transporta-
tion demand. The project is in the design phase for a
high-capacity transit corridor from Kapolei to Ala Moana
Center. Future spurs will extend to Waikiki and the Uni-
versity of Hawaii at Manoa campus.

4.2.1. Future Fixed Guideway Transit Sys-
tem route along Nimitz and China-
town station (Figure 4.2-1)

The Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project
(HHCTCP) plan includes twenty-one stations. Down-
town and Chinatown are the two stations serving the
downtown area. The Chinatown station will be located
on Nimitz Highway between River Street and Kekaulike
Street, with an elevated station platform structure that
bridges over Nimitz Highway.

Currently the City and County of Honolulu, Department
of Planning and Permitting is preparing urban design
plans for transit-oriented development (TOD) for the
City Center stations that includes the Middle Street,
Kapalama Canal, Iwilei, Chinatown and Downtown sta-
tions.

4.2.2. The Bus

The Honolulu Bus System (The Bus) provides numerous
bus routes (Figure 4.2-2) and optimal convenience for
visitors coming to Chinatown. Among those, there are
more than twenty buses routed through Nuuanu Stream
and the study area. Many of these routes will change
with the operations of the HHCTCP, which is scheduled
to start service in 2018. The routes are listed as follow-

ing:
Nimitz Highway: 201, 202

North King Street: Express A, B, C; 19, 20, 40, 42, 43, 81,
83, 84, 84A, 90-93, 96-98, 98A, 101-103

Hotel Street: 1, 1L, 2, 3,9, 11, 13, 52, 53, 54, 56

North Beretania Street: 1L, 11, 19, 20, 40A, 42, 43, 52,
53, 54,62, 81, 83, 84, 84A, 90-93, 96-98, 98A, 101-103

River Street: 1L, 19, 20
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4.2.3. Pedestrian Access

The ease of pedestrian access plays an important role
of how the site is intra-connected within itself and
inter-connected with neighboring areas. The public
right-of-ways that extend on both sides of the Nuuanu
Stream potentially could provide mauka-makai pedes-
trian connectivity along the canal banks. However, the
lack of crosswalks or means of crossing these intersect-
ing streets significantly reduce mauka-makai access.
The Ewa-Diamond Head pedestrian access is relatively
good and provides both intra- and inter-connectivity
for the study area. Pedestrian access across Nuuanu
Stream could be improved between Hotel Street and
Beretania Street. The distance between them isolate the
park from the city. A mid-stream crossing similar to the
pedestrian bridge on the mauka block would enhance
connectivity. The study area is also isolated from the
harbor and the Liliuokalani Botanical Garden because
of the size and traffic capacity of Nimitz Highway and
H-1 Freeway respectively. Grade separated means of
crossing should be considered to achieve mauka-makai
pedestrian intra-connectivity.

4.2.4. Chinatown Access Points

Regional access into Chinatown is from H-1 Freeway to
Vineyard Boulevard and Maunakea Street. The town
bound lanes of Nimitz Highway pass by Chinatown and
enter the district from Smith Street. Nimitz Ewa bound
lanes access from both Smith Street and River Street.
Regional and local access from adjacent communi-

ties are along Beretania Street and King Street. River
Street is the main street for the Riverwalk area. Kukui
Street, Pauahi Street, Hotel Street, and King Street are
the major pedestrian access points for the downtown
area. King Street, Beretania Street, and Kukui Street are
the major pedestrian connections for the Kalihi-Palama
neighborhoods.

4.3. Open Space

4.3.1. Mauka-Makai System and/or
Ahupua’a from Ocean to Mountain

Nuuanu Stream is sourced from two waterfalls:
Waipuilani Falls and Waipuhia Falls. Water is collected
at Reservoir 4, flows down and merges with Moole
Stream and Makuku Steam, which becomes Nuuanu
Stream. The stream merges with Waolani Stream, flows
under Kuakini Street to form the Waikahalulu Waterfall
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in Queen Liliuokalani Botanical Garden. This begins a
potential transect of the project area that will continue
downstream to Honolulu Harbor.

The Nuuanu Stream has significant historic meaning on
the island of Oahu, and deeply influences Honolulu’s so-
cial context. Its Mauka-Makai system indicates the path
of the water; and its mountain-ocean relationship tells
the story of the ancient Hawaiian life sequences: the
ahupua’a was developed from the sea to the mountains
because the forests were always considered sacred;
additionally, there was a land use protocol for ancient
Hawaiian that people moved up the valley when the
population grew and expanded.

4.3.2. Nuuanu Stream (Figure 4.3-1)

The study focuses on the Nuuanu Stream between H-1
Freeway to Honolulu Harbor. Nuuanu Stream has a
year-round flow and is naturalized mauka of H-1 Free-
way. From Vineyard Boulevard to the harbor, the steam
section is urbanized with stone masonry rock wall and
paved canal banks. The wall was constructed during the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) and frames the
scenic views of the mountains and harbor.

The stream section was channelized in 1899 with stone
masonry walls that average 100 feet across. The stream
and its surrounding riverwalk represent the develop-
ment history of Chinatown and Downtown Honolulu.

In this 0.6 miles stretch from H-1 Freeway to Nimitz
Highway, the Nuuanu Stream connects three major
open spaces including Liliuokalani Botanical Garden,
Foster Botanical Garden, and Aala Park. The Nuuanu
Stream riverwalk also links significant historic landmarks
together such as Kuan Yin Temple, Lum Sai Ho Tong, and
lzumo Taisha.

4.3.3. Aala Park

Aala Park, a 6.69-acre triangle urban park that stands
out from the surrounding concrete structures, shares
one edge with Nuuanu Stream. It is one of the old-

est parks in downtown Honolulu. The park provides a
major resource for accommodating large events such as
Movie Nights in Aala Park in 2007, and Honolulu Thanks-
giving Outreach Event in 2009. Aala Park is historic and
its story can be traced back to 1898 when the original
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swampy lowland was filled. In 1899, masonry work was
completed along the Nuuanu Stream that bordered

an open space with shops, slaughterhouses, rail yards,
piers, and tenements surrounded on the other sides. In
early 1900s, Aala Park was used as a sports park, par-
ticularly for baseball league games. It was also used as
a popular gathering location for political rallies in 1925.
Today, with abundant green and shade trees, Aala Park
still hosts various sport activities such as skateboarding,
basketball, and softball games. It is also the home of
many of our city’s homeless population, drug abusers
and traffickers.

4.3.4. Visual Resources

The project area has a wonderful urban design setting
and mauka-makai views of historic Chinatown and of
natural features of the stream, harbor and mountains.
There are several other important places along the canal
banks that can contribute to the overall visual experi-
ence both culturally and scenically. Aala Park, Foster
Botanical Garden, and Liliuokalani Botanical Garden are
all public open spaces that offer diverse environs and
natural settings to the urban context of the study area.

4.3.5. Sun Yat Sen Mall

Sun Yat-Sen Mall (Photo 4.3-1) is an urban pedestrian
mall that dedicates to a world leader, Dr. Sun Yat-Sen,
the Father of Modern China. A statue of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
is situated at the edge of the mall on Beretania Street
and draws international visitors throughout the year.

Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s long relationship with Hawaii can be
traced back from his attendance of lolani School and
Punahou School. The mall was part of the Chinatown
Cultural Plaza development but currently under the
management of the City and County of Honolulu. Dr.
Sun Yat Sen Mall has become a popular gathering area
for events and activities. The 50-feet wide pedestrian
mall provides sufficient space for special events and
concerts. Amenities such as trellis and seating areas are
provided, but now serve limited purpose due to the re-
moval of the trellis. Lack of shade trees and landscaping
on the Sun Yat Sen mall has been a long-term complaint
within the community. Currently Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall is
a popular gathering area for gamblers, but not a child-
friendly or family-oriented space.
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4.4. Gardens: Foster Botanical Gar-
den and Liliuokalani Botanical
Garden

The smallest among Honolulu’s Botanical Gardens,
Liliuokalani Garden provides a genuine Hawaiian natural
and a unique forest setting within the city (Photo 4.4-1).
Additionally, the garden is home to the Waikahalulu
Waterfall and a beautiful collection of native Hawaiian
plants. The garden is intended to provide a simple, tran-
quil, and undeveloped refuge for anyone who visits it.
The 13.5 acre Foster Botanical Garden is over 150 years
old and a living collection of tropical vegetations with

a tremendous variety of Hawaiian plants. To have such
significant open spaces close into the downtown and
Chinatown area and connected by the Nuuanu Stream is
an important opportunity to incorporate into the River-
walk experience.
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Photo 4.3-1 Dr. Sun Yat Sen Statue at the entrance of Dr. Sun Yat
Sen Mall
(Source: HASLA)

Photo 4.4-1 Liliuokalani Botanical Garden
(Source: HASLA)
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Chapter 5: Site Analysis

The existing conditions described in the previous section
have been analyzed as potential opportunities and/

or constraints for the project. Opportunities are listed
below followed by potential constraints.

5.1. Opportunities

The Nuuanu Stream today forms the edge of the down-
town area and the Kalihi-Palama neighborhoods. It is a
linear open space connection between Honolulu harbor
and the mauka reaches of the Honolulu ahupuaa. A
geopolitical framework can be a way to organize future
activities and uses within the public open spaces of the
Riverwalk.

5.1.1. Preservation

Historic Registered Landmarks and the Chinatown
Historic District create a unique cultural identity for this
project and should continue with its’ preservation ef-
forts. There are opportunities for district and landmarks
to be enhanced with more interpretive displays and pro-
grams that should include locations of pre-contact place
names and cultural features. An example would be the

preservation of the Nuuanu Stream retaining walls that
were constructed with the canalization of the stream.
Prior to this, the stream meandered along the edge of
Chinatown and there are historic photos that can be
used in displays its’ more naturalized banks.

5.1.2. Conservations

Similarly, the Riverwalk area natural resources such as
the Nuuanu Stream, harbor and riparian waters need to
be conserved and historically interpreted for the resi-
dents and visitors.

5.1.3. Gateways

The two major arterials into Chinatown that don’t have
gateways are Beretania Street and Nimitz Highway. A
location along them should be developed as regional
portals for Chinatown. The proposed Chinatown fixed
guideway transit station could provide an opportunity as
the makai gateway and Chinatown Cultural Plaza as the
mauka gateway.
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5.1.4. Development Potential

The Chinatown Cultural Plaza parcel is the largest uni-
fied area with significant redevelopment potential that
could become a major cultural mixed use generator for
the Riverwalk and Chinatown. It is strategically located
along the edge of the Chinatown Historic District, Sun
Yat Sen and Dr. Jose Rizal Plazas, and at the interface
between downtown commercial land uses and the
mauka residential neighborhoods.

5.1.5. Chinatown Transit Station

Transportation and future Chinatown Transit Station will
provide greater accessibility, act as a gateway and pro-
vide economic opportunities for the district. Bus transit,
pedestrian and bike connections are opportunities to
improve and optimize access to and from the station.
The station can provide a bridge across Nimitz Highway
and enhance access to the waterfront from Chinatown
especially if escalators are provided on both sides.

5.1.6. Pedestrian Connections

The River Street corridor along the Nuuanu Stream acts
as a mauka-makai pedestrian connection. Pauahi Street
is potentially the major pedestrian connector to the
Arts District and Fort Street Mall. Extending a poten-
tial bridge connection over Nuuanu Stream along the
Pauahi Street alignment will better engage Aala Park
with the Chinatown and the downtown area. It will also
improve pedestrian intra-connectivity of Chinatown
with the park and vicinity.

5.1.6.1. Pedestrian system connects to
Downtown

A downtown pedestrian system should connect the Riv-
erwalk with the rest of the downtown. Strong pedestri-
an connections along Kukui Street, Pauahi Street, Hotel
Street and Nimitz Highway to the Fort Street Mall would
form the basic structure to this network.

5.1.6.2. Hotel Street as an extended pedes-
trian linkage to the historic downtown/govern-
ment district

Hotel Street extends to the government district linking
all downtown districts with this pedestrian network and
will promote greater pedestrian inter-connectivity.
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5.1.7. Public Open Spaces

Aala Park and Foster Botanic Garden are the largest
public open spaces in the community and provide the
best opportunity for large outdoor activities and special
events.

5.1.7.1. Foster Botanical Garden

Foster Garden could develop a water related or environ-
mental mitigation garden along the segment of Nuuanu
Stream between Vineyard Boulevard and H-1. The
garden’s master plan has reoriented their front entrance
on to Nuuanu Avenue. This provides the opportunity of
integrating a stream garden into the overall exhibits for
Foster Botanical Garden.

5.1.7.2. Water Garden

In addition to Foster Botanical Garden, other concepts
of forming a water-related garden include a Nuuanu
Stream Water Garden, an environmental garden that
would demonstrate how wetland vegetation could be
used to improve water quality and retain stormwater.

5.1.8. Stream Connectivity

There are a number of opportunities to better engage
Nuuanu Stream as a major feature for Chinatown and
the Riverwalk area. Just being able to get closer to the
water sheet will allow a new host of activities avail-
able to residents and visitors. Being closer to the water
allows a different perspective of the environs like San
Antonio Riverwalk which is one level below the street.
While the San Antonio’s Riverwalk experience is much
more varied in scale than the Chinatown’s Riverwalk,
the grade separation provides for a continuous walk
along the water and without having to cross a street.
An under bridge connection at Vineyard Boulevard and
School Street/H-1 Freeway can provide better mauka-
makai connectivity from Hotel Street to Liliuokalani
Gardens.

5.1.9. Other characteristics and opportuni-
ties

There are several important places along the Nuuanu

Stream that can contribute to the Riverwalk experience

and activities. Figure 5.1-1 shows a map with opportu-

nities that can be integrated into future development
program as design references.
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5.2. Constraints

Many of the constraints are not physical but social in
nature. Homelessness, drugs, crime, and sanitation have
created a safety issue with Chinatown. These constraints
will need to be mitigated in order to change the publics’
perception of the area. Many stakeholders feel that
addressing these issues is a pre-requisite before the city
makes any capital improvements to the Riverwalk.

5.2.1. Drug Dealing and Prostitution

Drug Dealing and Prostitution occur along River Street
and Pauahi Street where dealers and prostitutes can get
easy access to customers in private vehicles. Their pres-
ence in accessible areas throughout the district contrib-
utes to the negative image of Chinatown.

5.2.2. Gambling

Gambling occurs on Sun Yat Sen Plaza, at the trellis
adjacent to Royal Kitchen and the raised seating areas
adjacent to Chinatown Cultural Plaza. Another area
across the stream which fronts lzumo Taishakyo Mission
on College Walk is also used as a gambling area where
the stand of trees provides shade in the afternoon.

5.2.3. Homelessnhess

The homeless are concentrated in and around Aala

Park but can be found along almost every street in the
district. There are higher densities of homeless walking
and congregating along lwilei Road, Hotel Street, Pauahi
Street, Beretania Street and River Street. The opposite
sidewalks on both King and Beretania Streets were
encampments for numerous weeks on end until the city
cleared the area for maintenance and sanitation.

. Aala Park, Chinatown, and lwilei areas have a
higher density of food distribution organizations
and social service provider. This has concentrat-
ed the homeless in the park and open spaces
and limited the use of these public spaces for
the community and visitors.

o The concentration of homeless and street
people who don’t have access to restroom facili-
ties have turned the sidewalks, vacant doorways
and any semi-public area into places to urinate
and defecate. They along with the general pub-
lic who use these sidewalks, parks and plazas
need restroom facilities and many convenient
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places to throw away trash or solid waste items.
Without these facilities and furnishings the re-
quired maintenance of these areas is extremely
difficult.

o To develop an active gathering place, the stigma
of homelessness, crime and sanitation will need
to be mitigated in some effective way.

5.2.4. Perceived Safety

In 2010, Chinatown from Liliha Street to Nuuanu Av-
enue and from H-1 Freeway to Nimitz Highway, had

a relatively high incidence of robbery and aggravated
assaultst. This combined with the presence of gambling,
homelessness and the exposure to unsanitary condi-
tions heighten the “publics perceptions of crime” in
Chinatown.

While many of these social issues are geographical, they
are also mobile meaning that when you force them to
move, they will just migrate to somewhere else where
they can coexist until it is time to move again. The com-
munity needs to remain vigilant in order to maintain the
appropriate civic quality of the area. It has been said by
a number of stakeholders that the Chinatown communi-
ty has shown their share of compassion to the homeless
however, they should not be burdened with the major
share of Honolulu’s responsibility.

5.2.5. Poor Pedestrian Connectivity

The pedestrian connections along both sides of Nuuanu
Stream are poor.

o There are no crosswalks that are aligned with
the sidewalks on each side of the stream so
movement along the stream edge is limited to
a block-by-block experience. This minimizes
the importance that Nuuanu Stream plays as a
focus for the district. Kukui Street has crosswalk
on both side of the stream which provides for
a more continuous connection from Beretania
Street to Vineyard Boulevard. Nimitz Highway,
Vineyard Boulevard and H-1 Freeway do not
have any pedestrian crossings as they are major
arterials or a freeway (Photo 5.2-1). Therefore,
in the most active zones of the Riverwalk be-
tween Kukui Street and Nimitz Highway, pedes-
trians will need to go to the opposite side of the
river or to the opposite side of River Street or to
the nearest intersection to continue a mauka-
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makai trek along the stream. This does not
enhance or encourage pedestrian movement
along the stream and detracts from the poten-
tial riparian experience.

Photo 5.2-1 Pedestrian crossing over none crosswalk on King Street
due to poor pedestrian connectivity
(Source: Google Map 2009)

o The traffic signalization favors the vehicular
level of service at the loss of pedestrian crossing
locations and crosswalk timing. The Chinatown
Riverwalk is a pedestrian oriented areas and a
goal should be to provide continuous access for
at least one side of Nuuanu Stream. “Pedestri-
an-first” policies are being developed for walk-
ing neighborhoods in Honolulu, the Riverwalk
and Chinatown should be considered as one of
these important walkable neighborhoods.

. The sidewalks adjacent to the stream walls from
Nimitz Highway to Beretania Street along River
Street have planters that constrain the sidewalk
section making it difficult to accommodate op-
posing pedestrian movement and passing. Most
of the Bougainvillea planted in the planters are
usually poorly maintained or trimmed back so
far that they don’t have the intended design ef-
fect. The planters are more recent modifications
to the original canal walls and their removal
should be considered to enhance pedestrian
connectivity along the Riverwalk and preserve
the historic integrity of the canal walls.

5.2.6. Visual Access

Visual access that moves into the Riverwalk from the
public cross streets is poor that it is important to pro-
mote better security and to reduce homeless encamp-
ments

. A trash enclosure at the makai end of the trellis
structure next to the Hawaii USA Federal Credit
Union blocks views into the trellis area.

o The city maintenance office that is a conversion
of the trellis structure mauka of Kukui Street
on the ewa side of Nuuanu Stream blocks the
visual and pedestrian flow of that portion of the
mall. Adjacent areas are used for city employee
parking which doesn’t contribute to a pedes-
trian oriented mall.

o These structures need to be removed or relocat-
ed to improve visual access into these long and
linear spaces. Having visual surveillance from
the road will enhance security

5.2.7. Street Lighting

Pedestrian level lighting should be studied. The historic
light fixtures may have some light distribution conflicts
with existing tree canopies. Similarly, light distribution
conflict maybe casting shadows in the park, which cre-
ates a sense of insecurity for residents and visitors.

5.2.8. Pedestrian Amenities

Lack of pedestrian amenities along the Riverwalk is
more evident makai of Beretania Street. The mauka sec-
tion of Beretania was designed as a pedestrian mall but
many areas are in disrepair and one of the trellises has
been retrofitted as a city maintenance office. The makai
area need benches, trash receptacles, and operating re-
strooms that are safe and clean to use. The mauka areas
need remedial work on the trellises and more benches
and trash receptacles.

5.2.9. Maintenance

All areas need better maintenance including the general
clean up, landscaping, and park furnishings.

. The trellises on the pedestrian mall are with-
out shading structures. They were removed to
mitigate gambling and criminal activities that
were being conducted under them. The removal
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of the trellis beams has not reduced or stopped Endnote:

these activities but they have made the area L HPD 2010 Annual Report Statistics, pg 54.
look more unsightly and contributed to the

areas negative image.

° The pedestrian bridge between Beretania and
Kukui Street has a concrete structure that is
spalling. While these damaged areas may not
affect the structural integrity of the bridge, they
do contribute to the areas sense of disrepair
and negative image.

o The trellis structure that has been converted to
a maintenance office while functionally impor-
tant to the upkeep of the Riverwalk area, blocks
visual access and the pedestrian flow to the
mauka portion of the mall beyond.

° The landscaping around the trellises and along
the Riverwalk are cut back so extremely or dead
that their effects only contribute to a sense of
neglect and a negative image.

o The city understandably has maintenance con-
straints but in order to create a quality urban
streetscape, maintenance is a key component
to placemaking. No matter how simple a design
maybe, maintenance is required and will always
remain significant on-going budget item.

5.2.10. Commercial Activities

The lack of retail activities along River Street and the
Sun Yat Sen Plaza are on one hand a policy issue for
both the city and the business community to start
developing a dialogue about how public spaces can be
used for commercial activities such as dining, retailing
and entertainment. On the other hand, there is not
enough sidewalk activity to encourage merchants to use
the sidewalks for commerce. If the demand was high
enough for sidewalk-retail, the merchants would auto-
matically use it as the customary practice along Hotel
Street, portion of South King Street and Kekauliki Mall.
More pedestrian activities and density will need to be
developed in order to make it attractive for merchants
to activate the sidewalk areas. One objective of this
study is to develop potential destinations and activities
that will increase the Riverwalk as a destination.
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Chapter 6: Workshop One Results

HASLA team presenting on the First Workshop on December 4, 2010
Source: HASLA

e ——

Two (2) formal community workshops were conducted
in Chinatown. The first workshop was held on De-
cember 4, 2010. The purpose of the workshop was to
engage community stakeholders to develop a vision and
to undertake a placemaking exercise. Each group would
identify potential destinations throughout the River-
wallk area, and develop a list of activities that could
occur at each. Four (4) Focus Groups were formed and
each group interactively collaborated to develop the fol-
lowing group visions and destination-activity list.

6.1. Group1l

Vision of this Group was “Connectivity.” Group identi-
fied a strong mauka-makai link on both side of Nuuanu
Stream, which connects waterfront, all identified desti-
nations, cultural landmarks, and carry through beyond
H-1 Freeway. Group 1 also recognized the existing
parks as important assets for the community. Critical
east-west connections were identified along Nimitz
Highway and Beretania Street to link Chinatown to the
downtown business center and beyond. Ideas from this

Group included providing a promenade along the river
for walking and self-guided tours. This would require de-
veloping access down to the stream water level. Events
on and near the water including races, model boats, and
lanterns were suggested. See Figure 6.1-1 for a diagram
describing the vision of Group 1.

6.2. Group 2

Vision of this Group was “Beautification and Connectiv-
ity.” Group identified opportunities to beatify the com-
munity that would work for everybody. They started by
determining what is missing in the community. Group
2 identified needs for enhancing the existing facility;
reclaiming the stream; providing for farmers markets
both day and night; creating a museum to curate the ex-
tensive history of the area. In addition, rail connection
is critical in terms of connectivity. Visitor information
center could be located at the rail station. Providing
tram/trolley (not bus) was also suggested for intra-city
circulation. See Figure 6.2-1 for a diagram describing
the vision of Group 2.
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Group #1: susan Lebo, Melanie Wong, Yi Hung Shih, Ann Chung, Brad Kurckawa, Dana Anne, Yee

VISION: ’T t s ——
Connectivity | | m“f_r'_ 7

MAUKA STREAM CORRIDOR
¢ Important Destination

KUAN YIN TEMPLE

NUUANU STREAM
¢ Dragon Boat Festival
¢ Toy Boat Races (remote control)
* Rubber Ducky Event
¢ Candle Light and Boat Ceremony
B * Japanese Lantern Festival
¢ Fishing Contests
¢ Fishing Demonstrations
¢ Canoe
* Kayak

1ZUMO TAISHAKYO MISSION

FITNESS AREA STOPS
* Passive Equipment
* Part of Larger Path System
* Places to Stretch

« Tai Chi LUM SAI HO TONG
PROMENADE
¢ Boy’s Day and Girl’s Day
¢ Riverwalk Program and Events
¢ Museums or Information Centers
* Bike Rickshow Rides
AALA PARK  Self-guided Tours
o Skateboard Events * Walking Tours
* Museums o ¢ Outdoor Cafes and Dining
* Cultural Movies in the Park e Farmer’s Market
e Community Gardens ¢ Food, Arts, Crafts Vendors
* Improved Lighting g} e Multi-cultural Food Events
* Marathon Events (Staging Area) o Children and Family Events
* Sculpture Garden e Murals
* Paths ) ) o Art Walls
* Information Center or Kiosks ¢ Monthly Cultural Day
. Improved nghhng o Street Closure for Events
e Children and Family Events

BRIDGES / GATEWAYS
* Markers / Sumbols on Bridges
* Celebrate Crossings BERETANIA STREET
e Bike Lanes
* Improve Intersections

¢ Improve Lighting

RAIL STOP
e Connect to Restaurants
* Shops and Vendors

NIMITZ GATEWAY
* Opportunity for Gateway IMPROVED CONNECTIONS
* New Bridge
* Improve Intersections
* Improve Lighting

. Destination

- Park / Open Space a m—— ) Connectivity

Figure 6.1-1 Group 1 Brainstorming Result
(Source: HASLA)

Enhanced Landscape
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Gro up #2: Grace ko, Jukay Hsu, Rae Gee, Steve Lohse, Jan Dento Li, Adi Collett, Drew Braley

VISION:
Beautification and Connectivity

1ZUMO TAISHAKYO MISSION

KING/BERETANIA INTERSECTION
OF AALA PARK

¢ Designated location for meal
programs (i.e., Kau Kau Wagon, etc.)

AALA PARK
* Sporting events
e Farmer’s markets, festivals
* Restroom facilities
* Dog park

NUUANU STREAM
¢ Important connection to
Chinatown
* Farmer’s markets
e Art festivals
¢ Food and wine festivals

NUUANU STREAM
e Chinatown Kiosk / Information
Center
* Resstrooms facilities
¢ Connection to all of Chinatown

. Sample Destination

- Park / Open Space 3 —— ,)Connectivity

Figure 6.2-1 Group 2 Brainstorming Result
(Source: HASLA)

Sample Node

Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

FOSTER BOTANICAL GARDEN
e Important Connection to Chinatown

KUAN YIN TEMPLE

RECLAIM THE RIVER
¢ Markets
¢ Promenade as park space
o Exercise loop
e Races (ducks, dragon boat, etc.)

LUM SAI HO TONG

FUTURE MUSEUM SITE
o Exhibits, displays
* Movies
e Events and festivals

HOTEL STREET
e Tram/trolley for visitors

Enhanced Landscape

4 View Opportunity

Chapter 6: Workshop One Results | 37



Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

6.3. Group 3

“Large Project” was a vision for this Group. Group 3
identified Chinatown Cultural Plaza as a large asset for
the community; in other words, opportunities for large
events such as festivals can be hosted in the plaza.
Group 3 also considered it necessary to clean up the
stream to make it usable, more attractive, and sustain-
able. They looked at the project site in a larger context
and explored options that could make significantly
positive impacts to the community at-large. A large
scale approach may encourage a public-private partner-
ship (PPP) opportunity and an acquisition of properties
outside of the study area. Activity areas where were
primarily concentrated on makai of Kukui Street were
identified. Group 3 also suggested more landscape-
related beautification on mauka of Kukui Street. The
Group also proposed mauka-makai connection from
the waterfront to the Liliuokalani Botanical Garden and
beyond. See Figure 6.3-1 for a diagram describing the
vision of Group 3.

6.4. Group4

“Benches along the Stream” is what Group 4 partici-
pants want to see. This group focused on current issues
and possible solutions, and suggested a good program
for resolving homeless issue. They considered promot-
ing merchants along the river would draw more people
into the Riverwalk area and dilute the impact of the
homeless presence. Simplicity is the key. Group 4’s pri-
mary desire was to provide enough space for visitors to
sit down along the river and relax. Also, group 4 would
like to see activities along the river such as outdoor
movie theater, and/or a performing area on College
Walk, and greater utilization of Aala Park as a ball park
as it was originally used for. Group 4’s vision was a clean

and visitor-friendly promenade, a lively linear park along

the stream, with diverse programs along both sides of
the stream. See Figure 6.4-1 for a diagram describing
the vision of Group 4.
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Gro up #3: Louise Li, Christine 0., Molie Les, Roger Lay, Rennie Man, Joel Kurokawa, Brian Stuhr

VISION:
Large Projects

ART WALK / ART WALL
¢ Art Vendors
* Special Art Events
e Art Classes
e Visual Connection to Garden

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
e Partner with homeless to clean

and maintain Chinatown for work

¢ Organize with Common Vision
* Special Signage / District

1ZUMO TAISHAKYO MISSION

PROMENADE
¢ Night Market
o Light Shows
o Light Walk
¢ Noodle Festival
¢ Dragon Festivals
* Art Sales
¢ Outdoor Cafes
e Live Music

AALA PARK
¢ Tea House
Cultural Gardens
Movies in the Park
Tai Chi
Jogging
Concerts / Performances
Hula / Chinese Dance
Martial Arts
Sports

NEW BRIDGE TO PARK
¢ Art Vendors
* Music
¢ Food Vendors
* Comemorative Bridge

RAIL STOP
¢ Food Vendors
¢ Wayfinding Kiosk
¢ Performance Space
* Bicycle Facilities

WATERFRONT
* Ocean Activities
* Dragon Boats
e Performance Space
* Bicycle Facilities

l

s 3:77;
L Jt_f»k-;at:ﬁ

—L 0 1%

. Sample Destination . Sample Node

- Park / Open Space

Figure 6.3-1 Group 3 Brainstorming Result

(Source: HASLA)

3 S ) Connectivity

Enhanced Landscape
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PEDESTRIAN / BIKE PATH
Connect to Mauka side park
Nature Walks

Partner with Liliuokalani
Botanical Garden

Native Plant Classes

Urban Gardening Classes
Chinese Medicine Herb Classes
Grafiti Walls

Grafiti Art Classes

KUAN YIN TEMPLE

JAPANESE THEATER
¢ Renewed Traditional Theater
* Signature Attraction
e Performance / School

LUM SAI HO TONG

GAME PLAZA

¢ Giant Go! Board

* Game Tables
Moments to Pause
Water Feature
Shade and Light
Music

MUSEUM
¢ History of Chinatown
o Storytelling
¢ Merchandise
o Self-guided Walking Tours
o Art Displays
¢ Immigration History Events

NIGHT LIFE
* Swing Dancing
¢ Pool Halls
* Night Food Vendors
¢ Building Restoration
e Live Music Clubs
¢ Karaoke Bars

THE WATER

e Clean Nuuanu Stream
Small Steps / Annual Clean-up
Ahupuaa Scale Vision

Shade for River
Connect People to the River

Notes:
* Signature Amenities
* Lights
e Custom Trash Cans
* Drinking Fountains
e Road Paving / Crosswalks
* Dragon Bike Racks
o Sidewalk Paving

Many Small Projects = Big Results
Filter Water Upstream on Streets
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Group #4: oolores Mollring (resident), Larry Geller (Disappeared News), Richard Miyao (lzume Shringl, Victor Lim (Mission; President of Fort Street Business Improvement District),
Francis Chue (Staff of Senator Brickwood Galuteria), Kyle Sasaki (HASLA member), Alenka Remee (City), William Yip, Lorenda Lo

1] B\ =

VISION:
Benches along the stream

KUAN YIN TEMPLE

KUKUI-VINEYARD SECTION
* Chinese Historic Center

1ZUMO TAISHAKYO MISSION

LUM SAI HO TONG
* Tai Chi practice location
* Senior-friendly programs

HAWAII USA CREDIT UNION
* Outdoor Movie
* Story telling (about Chinese im-
migration or Dr. Sun Yat Sen, talk

about the history of Chinatown) MUN LUM SCHOOL

HOSE RIZAL STATUE
CULTURAL PLAZA

e Outdoor dining area / cafe
e Children waterfront park
* Movies
PERMANENT FACILITY FOR
ACTIVITIES
* Have a stage in Aala Park
o Children performance

DR. SUN YAT SEN STATUE

AALA PARK SPORTS ARENA
* Sports Arena (Baseball, Basket-
ball, Tennis, etc.)

AALA-PAUAHI
* Build a new bridge like a wel-
come gate to Aala Park

SPECIAL ACTIVITY AREA
 Cultural activities
* Create connection- build a cross-
ing river bridge
* Special events such as “I Love
Kalihi” Event, Chinese Festival

FUTURE LIGHT RAIL STATION

NOTES:

Public Restrooms

Benches

Better signage

More trash cans

More street lights

Signage on the ground

Better walking and jogging trail
No view blockage

A program to deal with homeless
and crimes

Sample Node j Benches along River

. Sample Destination

- Park / Open Space a — ,)Connectivity View Opportunity Enhanced Landscape

Figure 6.4-1 Group 4 Brainstorming Result
(Source: HASLA)
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Chapter 7: HASLA Synthesis of
Workshop One Results

;‘..;

o 1L Ll

First Workshop on December 4, 2010
Source: HASLA

7.1. Composite Activity and Destina-
tion Matrix

HASLA compiled the results of the four group’s vision
and destination-activity diagrams into a table. The table
identifies the group participants, their vision, potential
destinations and activities. The compilation is a straight
forward listing of all visions, destinations, and activities
identified by each group and summarized by the num-
ber of times they were mentioned.

7.1.1. Common vision

The common vision is connectivity as identified by both
groups one and two.

7.1.2. Top destinations

The top destinations were Aala Park, the water sheet of
Nuuanu Stream, Chinatown Cultural Plaza, both sides
of the Riverwalk or the promenades, and Sun Yat Sen
Plaza.

7.1.3. Top activities

The top activities identified by at least three of the
groups were connectivity, dining, dragon boat festival,
information kiosks, museum, sporting events and Tai Chi
practice area. Activities identified by two groups were
art wall/murals, candle light & boating events, rubber
ducky events, food festivals, farmers market, outdoor
movies, performance space, restrooms, storytelling,
stream cleanup, self-guided tours, and toy boat sailing
area. Ideas of activities that were generated by the four
groups during the first workshop are listed and catego-
rized by locations/destinations in Table 7.1-1: Destina-
tion-Activity Matrix.

7.2. Ten Considerations

The ten considerations are preliminary recommenda-
tion for the stakeholder group to consider being the key
ideas for the Riverwalk. They were synthesized from
the input from the first workshop and studying the four
alternative visions in more detail through the use of the
destination-activity matrix. The following ten consider-
ations were develop for the stakeholders to prioritize in
the second workshop.

Chapter 7: HASLA Synthesis of Workshop One Results | 41



Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

Groups

1 2 3 4 Harbor Nimitz Midblock King Midblock

. . . Benches Along

Art Classes .

Art Vendors .

>
>

Benches, continuous * _

Bike Facilities . . LRT Station
Bike Lanes *

Canoeing & Kayaking . | Stream  Stream  Steam  Stream  Stream

Chinese Historic Center .
Classes, Graffiti Art *
Classes, Various Plant *
Clubs, Bars *

Concerts .

Connect People to River *
LRT Sta to
Restrnts, to all *
of Chinatown
Dancing, Swing *
Displays & Exhibits .
Dog Park .

Drinking Fountain

Events: Children & Family

*

Events: Immigration History *
*
. -
*
Festivals & Events . -

Events: Monthly Cultural Days

Events: Skateboard
Exercise Loop

Festivals: Boy s' & Girls' Day .

Festivals: Japanese Lantern *

Fishing Contest & Demo *

Fitness Equipment *

Game Tables .

Game: Giant Go Board .

Gardens: Community .

Gardens: Cultural .

Gardens: Sculpture .

Gateway * * *
Graffiti Wall *

Green Streets . e
Historic Marker *

Table 7.1-1 Destination-Activity Matrix
(Source: HASLA)
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Destinations

Liliuokalani

Hotel Midblock Pauahi Midblock Beretania Midblock Kukui Midblock Vineyard Midblock H-1 -
araens

On New
Bridge to Park

To Park Bridge

On New
Bridge to Park

Und
. New Bridge . . . ) naer to Foster's Under H-1
Vineyard
Lum Sai Ho Kuan Yin
Tong Temple
Kekaulike Mall -
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Intersection Improvements

Marathon Staging Area

Market: Night
Markets
Martial Arts

Meal Program

Movies
Movies: Cultural

Music

Nature Walks
Path System
Path: Jogging

Pool Halls

Promenade as Park
Promenade for
Entertainment: light shows,
light walk

Road Crossing
Road Paving Crossing

Senior Programs

Shade
Sidewalk Paving

Street Closure for Events
Stretching Exercise Areas

Tea House

Theater, School, Traditional,
Japanese

Tours: Rickshaw Rides

Tramway or Trolley
Trash Cans

Views to Garden
Water Feature
Water Park, Children

Groups

1 2 3 4 Harbor Nimitz Midblock King Midblock

.

*
*

*
*

*
¢
*

¢
*

>

Table 7.1-1 Destination-Activity Matrix (continue from page 44-45)

(Source: HASLA)
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Destinations

Liliuokalani

Hotel Midblock Pauahi Midblock Beretania Midblock Kukui Midblock Vineyard Midblock H-1 -
araens

River St

To Ft St Mall
.

|

Lum Sai Ho
Tong

Lum Sai Ho
Tong

DH Corner Lot
w/ Vineyard
Frontage
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7.2.1. Consideration #1: Reinforce existing b.
activity zones

a. While this is a recommendation, it represents
the framework plan for the other considerations
to be organized around. Therefore, HASLA rec-
ommends this as an imperative. The framework
plan is a quadrant plan whose two axes are the
Nuuanu Stream and Kukui Street. They form
four quadrants that have varying levels of activ-
ity as follows:

. The makai side of Kukui Street is more
active than the mauka side.

. The downtown side of the Riverwalk is
more active than the Kalihi-Palama side.

The hierarchy or rank order of activities from
active to passive zones would be as follows:

Most active areas or potentially con-
tinuously active is the downtown side of
the Riverwalk, makai of Kukui Street.

Less active areas but still periodically
active would be the Kalihi-Palama side
of the Riverwalk, makai of Kukui Street.

Less passive areas would be the down-
town side of the Riverwalk, mauka of
Kukui Street.

Most passive areas would be the Kalihi-
Palama side of the Riverwalk, mauka of
Kukui Street.

Figure 7.2-1 Existing Activity Zone Map
(Source: HASLA)
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C. Summarizing these activity zones

Active uses and events should occur
on the makai side of Kukui Street and
primarily on the downtown side of
the Riverwalk. The Kalihi-Palama side
should be used for special events and
active recreation.

The passive uses should be mauka of
Kukui Street with relatively few active
uses occurring on the downtown side
of the Riverwalk. The Kalihi-Palama side
should be primarily residential uses.

7.2.2. Consideration #2: Restoring and
maintaining civic life

a. Homeless: Reduce the presences of the home-
less in the public areas

Move food distribution to the shelters
and not in Aala Park

Continue with the State’s initiatives to
relocate social services to other parts of
Honolulu.

Maintain the public sidewalks with
periodic cleaning to keep the homeless
from settling. Develop a sidewalk main-
tenance plan.

b. Sanitation

1)

2)
3)

Restrooms (Photo 7.2-1):

Currently new facilities are planned at
the Mauna Kea Street Police Station and
at River of Life (ROL, [The ROL has since
opened a restroom facility in November
2011]).

Privatize restrooms on the Riverwalk.

As commercial activity develops on the
Riverwalk, the merchants’ association
should provide and maintain public
restroom facilities.

Garbage collection:

Work with the merchants association
to standardize self-closing containers to
reduce food source for the rats.

Photo 7.2-1 Self-Cleaning Restroom
(Source: http://streetsblog.net/2010/10/12/the-pay-toilet-coming-
soon-to-a-street-corner-near-you/)

_.-:\.‘55_-:;';

Safety and Security

i Work with the community police to
increase foot and Segway patrols (Photo
7.2-2).

ii. Park police cruisers next to gambling
hotspots and areas where criminal ele-
ments hang out.

iii. Improve lighting: Conduct light distribu-
tion test to check coverage and light
levels.

Photo 7.2-2 Segway Patrols

(Source: http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2007/Feb/05/In/
FP702050334.html)
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d.

7.2.3

48 1

Make the Riverwalk more usable to the public.

i Maintain the public realm to reflect civic
pride.

ii. Repair the trellises and improve surveil-
lance to them by removing end planters
and moving trash enclosures including
converting City’s maintenance office/
storage back to a trellis area. Consider
reducing the number of gaming table
or breaking these areas up with simple
benches for people watching so that an
area doesn’t become dominated by one
kind of activity.

iii. Create more shade to increase the
pedestrian comfort zones with street
trees with seating, trash receptacles, etc
(Photo 7.2-3, Photo 7.2-4).

Consideration #3: Improve connec-

tivity

Widen sidewalks along River Street by consider-

ing:

i Street closing.

ii. Remove planters along Nuuanu Stream
retaining wall (Photo 7.2-5).

iii. Remove parking along Diamond Head
block face.

Provide better pedestrian access at street cross-
ings by considering:

i Adding crosswalks on Stream side of
River Street at Hotel Street (Photo 7.2-
6) and King Street.

ii. Studying types of pedestrian-activated
flashing crosswalk lights at midblock on
Vineyard Boulevard.

iii. Study grade separated pedestrian
crossings under the bridge at Vineyard
Boulevard and H-1/School St.

Build new pedestrian bridge at Pauahi Street
intersection

Chinatown transit station
Develop a downtown circulator

Provide better bike access

Chapter 7: HASLA Synthesis of Workshop One Results

Photo 7.2-3 People gathering under shaded areas on Sun Yat Sen Mall
(Source: HASLA)
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Photo 7.2-4 People gathering under shaded areas on College Walk
(Source: HASLA)

Photo 7.2-5 Planters along Nuuanu Stream Canal Wall
(Source: HASLA)
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Photo 7.2-6 Currently no crosswalk on the stream side of Hotel
Street and King Street (above photo is at Hotel Stret)
(Source: HASLA)

7.2.4. Consideration #4: Activate down-
town frontages

a. Use sidewalks for outdoor dining and entertain-
ment by widen sidewalk along River Street from
King to Pauahi Streets (Photo 7.2-7).

b. Work with Chinatown Cultural Plaza restaurants
to open their frontages to Sun Yat Sen Mall.

7.2.5. Consideration #5: Interpret the cul-
tural landscape of the Riverwalk

Interpret the cultural landscape of the Riverwalk with
displays, self-guided tours, preserve significant historical
features, etc. Conduct a cultural landscape plan for the
Riverwalk to identify significant elements to incorporate
into the planning (Photo 7.2-8).

7.2.6. Consideration #6: Activate the water

sheet
a. Pedestrian access down to river water level
b. Program event and activities on the water sheet

as identified on the activity matrix such as catch
and release fishing, model boat sailing, dragon
boat races, etc (Photo 7.2-9).

7.2.7. Consideration #7: Program Aala Park
and Sun Yat Sen Mall

Program Aala Park and Sun Yat Sen Mall for festivals and
special events as identified on the activity matrix such as
“Sunset on the River”, River Art Wok, Aala Park Baseball

League, farmers market, etc.

Photo 7.2-7 Example of using sidewalks for outdoor dining and
entertainment (above photo is at San Antonio Riverwalk)
(Source: http://www.thesanantonioriverwalk.com/)

Photo 7.2-8 Example of integrating cultural meanings into future
planning and landscape design (above is a surfboard signage in-
stalled at Waikki Beach)

(Source: http://www.hawaiitopblogs.com/Waikiki_Improvement_
Association_%28WIA%29/)
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Photo 7.2-9 Example of watersheet activities (above is at Lake Bi-
Tan in Taipei, Taiwan)

(Source: http://www.ipeen.com.tw/comment/129886-
%E2%98%80%E7%A2%A7%E6%BD%AD- Photo 7.2-10 Wetland Park
%E8%8A%B1%E7%81%AB%E7%AF%80) (Source: HASLA)

7.2.8. Consideration #8: Improve water
quality of Nuuanu Stream

a. Develop wetland park (Photo 7.2-10, Photo
7.2-11) between Vineyard and H-1 cross streets.
Work with Foster Botanical Garden to maintain
and utilize the garden as part of their botanical

venue.
b. Develop bio retention tree inlets along all cross
streets that discharge storm water into Nuuanu
Stream.
7.2.9. Consideration #9: Develop China-
town Cultural Plaza and Sun Yat Sen Y 4
Mallinto as a major cultural and Photo 7.2-11 Wetland Garden and Boardwalk
commercial destination (Source: HASLA)
a. Develop a Chinatown Historical Museum or Sun 7.2.10. Consideration #10: Implemen-
Yat Sen Museum at Chinatown Cultural Plaza. .
tation Issues
b. Develop Sun Yat Sen Mall into a more significant
tribute to Dr. Sun Yat Sen. a. Integrate Riverwalk planning into other district
C. Consider a mixed use redevelopment potential plans including future Chmat'own, Downtowrn .
for Chinatown Cultural Plaza and TOD master plans for Chinatown and Iwilei
Stations.
d. Have Chinatown Cultural Plaza manage and ) .
b. Programming events and festivals by expand-

maintain Sun Yat Sen Mall. . o )
ing legacy activities such as Chinese New Year

(Photo 7.2-12).
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Photo 7.2-14 Honolulu Transit System simulation for Chinatown
Station

(Source: http://www.aiahonolulu.org/displaycommon.
cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=434)

Photo 7.2-12 Chinese New Year Celebration
(Source: HASLA)

C. Business Improvement District (BID) would pro-
vide self-taxing funds and management of the
district if supported by the business community
(Photo 7.2-13).

d. Transit development may be able to provide
funding for better pedestrian and bike access to
the Chinatown station (Photo 7.2-14).

_T:.L o

Photo 7.2-13 Waikiki BID Street Cleaning
(Source: http://www.waikikibid.org/improvementmalama.htm)
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Chapter 8: Workshop Two Results

Participants‘exchanging ideas almd thoughts during th

Workshop Two was conducted on August 20, 2011 and
was attended by 30 stakeholders at the Chinatown
Cultural Plaza. The four vision and destination-activity
alternatives were presented by HASLA members. The
destination-activity matrix was summarized and the ten
considerations presented. A discussion followed and the
stakeholders were asked to vote on their top five consid-
erations. The votes were tallied and the following is the
ranking of the considerations.

8.1. Ranking of the Considerations

It was presented by HASLA that Consideration 1 would
act as the framework for the other considerations to be
organized with.

1) CONSIDERATION 1: Reinforce existing activity
zones: (This is the framework in which to ar-
range the activities)

2) CONSIDERATION 2:Restoring and maintaining
civic life: (24 Votes)

3) CONSIDERATION 3: Improve connectivity (20

nd worksh"opilon August 20, 2011
Source: HASLA : ' ? g

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Votes)

CONSIDERATION 4: Activate downtown front-
ages (18 Votes)

CONSIDERATION 7: Program Aala Park and SYS
Mall (17 Votes)

CONSIDERATIO 10: Implementation Issues: (16
Votes)

TIE: (10 Votes)

a. CONSIDERATION 8: Improve water qual-
ity of Nuuanu Stream (10 Votes)

b. CONSIDERATION 5: Interpret the
cultural landscape of the Riverwalk (10
Votes)

CONSIDERATION 9: Develop Chinatown Cultural
Plaza and Sun Yat Sen Mall into as a major cul-
tural and commercial destination. (8 Votes)

CONSIDERATION 6:Activate the water sheet (7
Votes)
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Second workshop participants voting on priorities and ranking level for the Ten Considerations
(Source: HASLA)

8.2.

Priority Level

The priorities were broken into phases base on simple
breaks in the voting quantities. The phases are as fol-

lows:

8.2.1. Phase 1

CONSIDERATION 2:Restoring and maintaining
civic life: (24 Votes)

CONSIDERATION 3: Improve connectivity (20
Votes)

8.2.2. Phase 2

54 1

CONSIDERATION 4: Activate downtown front-
ages (18 Votes)

CONSIDERATION 7: Program Aala Park and SYS
Mall (17 Votes)

CONSIDERATION 10: Implementation Issues: (16
Votes)

Chapter 8: Workshop Two Results

8.2.3. Phase 3

CONSIDERATION 8: Improve water quality of
Nuuanu Stream (10 Votes)

CONSIDERATION 5: Interpret the cultural land-
scape of the Riverwalk (10 Votes)

8.2.4. Phase 4

CONSIDERATION 9: Develop Chinatown Cultural
Plaza and Sun Yat Sen Mall into as a major cul-
tural and commercial destination. (8 Votes)

CONSIDERATION 6:Activate the water sheet (7
Votes)
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Chapter 9: Downtown Connectivity

9.1. Develop stronger connectivity
between downtown and China-
town

During the final compiling of this report the idea of con-
nectivity developed further. Although this was done out-
side of the stakeholder process it is significant enough
to include in this report. In Chapter 5: Site Analysis, Sec-
tion 5.1: Opportunities identifies a city-wide pedestrian
network that can be developed that interconnects the
Riverwalk to the Fort Street Mall along Nimitz High-
way, the Hotel Street Bus Mall, Pauahi Street and Kukui
Street (Figure 9.1-1).

9.2. Transit Oriented Development

The Department of Planning and Permitting is currently
undergoing planning for Transit Oriented Develop-
ment (TOD) at the two downtown rail transit stations.
This TOD planning effort has developed a concept for a
Nimitz Highway Promenade that will link the waterfront
from the Aloha Tower to Pier 19 along the harbor edge
of Nimitz Highway.

9.3. Connection to transit stations

The Riverwalk will be planned to have a strong connec-
tion to the Chinatown Transit Station. The Fort Street
Mall will need to develop a stronger pedestrian connec-
tion to the Downtown Station either along Queen Street
or the mauka side of Nimitz Highway.

9.4. Pedestrian-prioritized access

Woonerf! or Home Zone or Shared Street design con-
cepts should be applied to Hotel Street Mall, Pauahi
Street,and Kukui Street between the Riverwalk and
the Fort Street Mall and Fort Street. The section of Fort
Street from Beretania Street to Kukuj Street could also
become a woonerf or at a minimum, have wider side-
walks along the Kukui Plaza block face.

Footnote:

1 A woonerf (Dutch) in the Netherlands is a street where pedestrians and
cyclists have legal priority over motorists. The concept of wooner is to
improve pedestrian, bicycle, and automobile safety by using strategies such
as shared spaces, traffic calming, and low speed limits.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woonerf
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Juwd Pedestrian Connectivity * Future Transit Station

Figure 9.1-1 Downtown Connectivity
(Source: HASLA)
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Chapter 10: Implementation Actions

{%

A jomtmunlty and business task force should be formed to ftlr her d.velop‘d#mplementatlon st@tegy for the Rlverwalk

Fce: Chinatown Businéss & Commuinity Assoq?sn
-

The stakeholder groups at the second workshop provid-
ed several constructive comments toward the imple-
mentation of the planning.

10.1. Task Force

A joint community and business task force should be
formed to further develop an implementation strategy
for the Riverwalk. Office of Economic Development will
be the lead agency to organize the next steps. The task
force needs to be composed of neighborhood represen-
tative and Chinatown business interests.

10.2. Business Improvement District
(BID)

A BID should be considered to fund and manage im-
provements and programs for the Riverwalk. Eric Masu-
tomi who developed the Waikiki BID should be asked to
meet with the task force to provide an overview of its
feasibility for Chinatown.

10.3. Community Patrol Group

Community Patrol should be organized with local resi-
dents who speak the language of the gamblers and who
are acquaintances of the gamblers to persuade them to
stop these illegal activities.

10.4. Funding

Funding sources should be studies to fund future plan-
ning effort and demonstration projects.
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization &

A change for a better future

The American Society of Landscape Architects Hawaii Chapter (HASLA) is working with the
community and the City & County of Honolulu on a planning effort for the Chinatown Nuuanu
Stream Corridor, as called the Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity
Study. The study encourages development that coordinates Chinatown'’s transportation, hous-
ing, land use and economic development needs. More importantly, the study aims to address
issues of congestion, deteriorating infrastructure, sense of security, and environmental health in
order to assist Chinatown to be a safer and healthier sustainable neighborhood.

What we do

The goal of this study is to identify ways to im-
prove the social, economic, and environmental
quality of the Nuuanu Stream Corridor by working
closely with the Chinatown community to develop
a design concept that enhances the social fabric
of Chinatown and better connects users to the
Nuuanu Stream. The City & County of Honolulu
is providing $25,000 in funds for supporting the
study while HASLA is providing the time and ex-
pertise for this study. Several workshops will take
place to help identify the best design approach
for the Nuuanu Stream Corridor. In addition, the
workshops will help the community rediscover the
beauty of the stream and celebrate the cultural
diversity in this neighborhood.

Who we are

The American Society of Landscape Architects Hawaii Chapter is a non-
profit organization composed of a group of local landscape architects.
We are professional designers who care about the open space and the
natural land; and with great passion to serve our living environment and
to assist the entire community to be in great quality and long-lasting for
generations and generations.

Questions?
We greatly appreciate your input and suggestions. Please send your comments to
sandypohl@hawaiiantel.net (Friends of Chinatown) or lorenda.lo@aecom.com (ASLA Hawaii Chapter)

Mahalo for your coming today!

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
HAWAII CHAPTER
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A sustainable walk, a sustainable future

The Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization Study will help create and improve access for physical activity within the Chinatown community by integrating design and planning approach at the local and regional
level. The study encourages development that coordinates Chinatown’s transportation, housing, land use and economic development needs. More importantly, the study aims to address issues of congestion,
deteriorating infrastructure, sense of security, and environmental health in order to assist Chinatown to be a safer and healthier sustainable neighborhood.

In chinatown, police and the community are cracking down on crime. On Saturday, more than 100 volunteers cleaned up
paint and graffiti in the area. Police say this kind of effort helps to reduce and deter crime because criminals see that the
community is active in keeping their neighborhood safe.....

- (HawaiiNewsNow, June 06, 2010)

It's common in Chinatown for restaurants and shops to board up or otherwise obstruct their windows to prevent public
view. Covering up conditions in Kekaulike Market is not progress, it is a step backward. If there are fewer rats, the windows
would not need to be covered.....

- (Disappeared News, December 16, 2009)

The city wants to build the 10-story facility on a lot next to Tin Hau Temple on River St., complete with 100 long-term rental
units. About 60 units would go to the homeless and 40 to the mentally ill. Residents are especially concerned about the
children who would have to walk past the facility on their way to school......

- (KITV4 News, March 28, 2010)

A change for a better future

The purpose of this revitalization study is to identify ways to improve the social, economic, and environmen- EEERTEREAINAAGENRERBREFERARRAGHEEERRLY -

tal quality of Honolulu Chinatown and the Nuuanu Stream Corridor. The goal is to develop an urban design BEEHFNEERZEERR L —EREERARE NSRS AL —EEFNAAEER
concept thal: creates a unique settin? thda! slerves C;lirn]atown, theklargir Honolulfu r::omml:‘nity, and those islagd ERBEUBSELN R ASHE  SREREA BB BT — AR BREY B L
visitors seeking to experience our island culture and heritage. A key objective of this study is to maintain an o . ) .
enhance the positive social fabric of the Chinatown area by creating a strong urban design identity, RERGRERE - R ARARERUREE P EEELS  RLEERAZH RG2S
optimizing the use of space, and improving the quality of life for all. The scope includes: a) design features, GRAEEHE - RGBT BT w2 R BT R R
land uses, and programs that minimize the anti-social and criminal behavior in the area; b) promote healthy R RTALEARER L REBRREMBEHAFES  REFEMHERE -

and active life styles for the residents; c) revitalize business and community development. The scope of work RERBFEBAE

for the Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization Study includes: _ L 5 L&y - L
1) Phase I- Programming, Site Analysis and Community Workshops; D # B i jﬂ'&ﬁﬁflzgi&i}‘)}ﬁ ;’L:\Eﬁﬁ’w&&lfﬁﬁ'
2) Phase II- Design Development and Preferred Alternative; 2) BoRRB HEABIRG AT E G

3) Phase Ill- Construction Contract Document. 3) B BT RS -

}

i
WEEL L

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS  rprereasramy
HAWAII CHAPTER ASLA
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The History of Chinatown

In ancient times, Chinatown was a mud flat with coral outcroppings, and was forested with trees. Hawaiians
settled the area with Nuuanu Stream that provided a permanent source of fresh water where they built one of the
earliest fish ponds in the islands. This area was first called Mamala Bay and later known as Honolulu Harbor. The
name “Honolulu” means “sheltered bay”, it provided deep anchorage and an excellent protected port for foreign
sea vessels arriving in Hawaii. In the late 1700s, the developing port town of Honolulu became the focus of com-
merce and social life. A few years later, Chinatown was formed.

Chinatown was established betwween 1840 and 1850 by the Chinese immigrants who worked on the sugar
plantations that started whaling ships businesses, and later on by their large-growing Chinese community. China-
town experienced two fires, but remained a vibrant business and entertainment district after rebuilding each time.
Chinatown reached its peak in 1920s. However, new immigrant groups had displaced the Chinese residents and
businesses over time. Furthermore, the shift of commerce to other centers resulted in the degradation of the
economy and social fabric of Chinatown. In 1960, urban renewal projects cleared off some significations of the
cultural resources that moved the whole vibrant mixed residential neighborhoods into the Kukui, Kauluwela and
Aala Park areas. In 1973, Chinatown was placed on the National Register of Historic Places which seeded a re-
newed effort to revitalize itself. Today, Chinatown has preserved a significant portion of its architectural and eth-
nic identity but has not fully revitalized in portions of the district.

HH RN EE R YRR IR RO BAE - ERRERRIEE LB AR T LR R A A E N
AABKRE > BEEERT TEARREN—(EAE  SERTRIPRBELBREY  EABKBEHEE D
e CHELT RA CRERT o B EER R R R R R R A R R D - 18 AL
o MEFLRRRA—EBEDRT > DRATEWERHE B2k FRERPR -

HELFRRLAIBOFEIS0F 2 TEMFARERA T RALE 2 AN FHEMEHHFEABRE
K P "~ I Z AR A P EALE B RATALR - BREETRHAKSE  BBEAERZAMAR—EEBEANHERELE
o AREINOERERRFYN - ATMFHMEY  HEROBOMNERT S FEERRLEEMELY
BHLEECHB TR FLNERRAEARRN - EI60FWTEERAEF > L EEW UL FREINH
B RAEEE RS EKukui » KauluvelafrAala Al —% < 19735 » FRBINEFELAREMEE > HHEE
ERFRRI - SRGBRMRE THER M RERRER G REIRE NS THAS -

Inheritange & Innovation

past present || future

s - i

0T TELNN R an i

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
HAWAII CHAPTER ASLA

68 | Appendix A



Precedent 1-
The Providence River WaterFire®
Providence, Rhode Island

WaterFire Providence®, the award-winning sculpture by Barnaby
Evans installed on the three rivers of downtown Providence, has
been praised by Rhode Island residents and international visitors
alike as a powerful work of art and a moving symbol of Provi-
dence’s renaissance. WaterFire’s one hundred sparkling bonfires,
the fragrant scent of aromatic wood smoke, the flickering firelight
on the arched bridges, the silhouettes of the firetenders pass-
ing by the flames, the torch-lit vessels traveling down the river,
and the enchanting music from around the world engage all the
senses and emotions of those who stroll the paths of Waterplace
Park. WaterFire has captured the imagination of over ten million
visitors, bringing life to downtown, and revitalizing Rhode Island’s
capital city.

Source: http://www.waterfire.org/about-waterfire/welcome
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Precedent 2-
Cheonggyecheon Restoration Project
Seoul, South Korea

The Cheonggyecheon Restoration Project had the purpose of pre-
serving the unique identity of the natural environment and the
historic resources, and to reinforce the surrounding business area
with information technology, international affairs and digital indus-
tries. The project engendered a master plan to remove the Cheon-
ggye Elevated Highway, and the structures covering the Cheong-
gyecheon Stream. Cheonggyecheon Stream was restored, including
the sewage system, road, bridges, landscaping, and lighting. The
plan also encouraged the pedestrian-friendly road network con-
necting the stream with traditional resources. This network system,
named the CCB (Cheonggyecheon Culture Belt), tried to build up
the foundation of cultural and environmental basis of the city.
Source: http://en ‘wiki/Cheong heon;
http://www.wfeo.org/documents/download/Cheonggeycheon%20

Precedent 3-
San Antonio River Walk Downtown Reach
San Antonio, Texas

The San Antonio River Walk Downtown Reach had its offical
opening in October 2002. The project included a renovation of
60-year-old walkways, the river channel, the flood retaining walls,
and an enhancement of the appearance of the River Walk. The
main purpose of this project was to fix the cracks in flood retain-
ing walls and the erosion to the channel. Additionally, the City of
San Antonio funded the addition of access ramps for the mobility
impaired along with more walkways, increased lighting, more vis-
ible and aesthetic signage, enhanced landscaping, and artwork
by local artists to make this segment of the San Antonio River a
prime destination for both citizens and tourists and to reflect the
community’s vision for the River Walk as documented in the San
Antonio River Improvements Project’s design plan.

Source: http://www.sanantonioriver.org/downtown_reach

Restoration%20Project_%20Korea.pdf

An imaging of a future...

The Riverwalk area has wonderful urban design settings that further defined by natural features of
the Nuuanu Stream and the Honolulu Harbor. Several landmarks along the stream such as Aala Park
and Foster Botanical Garden to the Ri\ i with a natural aspect. Pauahi
Street, an important connection to the Nuuanu Stream, offers an essentially cultural linkage that ties
the Riverwalk area closely into the social fabric of Chinatown. This street, which connects Chinatown
River Street with Downtown Fort Street Mall, provides a significant connectivity between the Riverwalk
and the Downtown Business District.

Nuuanu Stream could potentially become an important activity center for the entire city of Honolulu.
Examples of cities that have used rivers as successful urban destinations are: San Antonio River Walk.
D Reach, Texas; i River WaterFire®, Rhode Island; and Cheonggyecheon Stream
Restoration Project, South Korea (see above precedents). They found unique ways to engage the
rivers by bringing people in close proximity to the water and providing related activities and special
urban design elements. The Nuuanu Stream Corridor has its own set of unique attributes that could
provide significant opportunities to the future Riverwalk project.

The future Chinatown light rail transit station will become a new gateway for the entire Chinatown
district. As much as it will bring potential visitors into this area, it will also provide Chinatown-Kukui-
Palama residents a convenient access to outbound destinations. The more positive experience the
Riverwalk will provide, the more it will be used as a major pedestrian path for residents and visitors.

Besides transportation and connectivities, lacking of public restrooms in Chinatown is always an
issue resulting in urine smell on sidewalks. While working to fix the landscape on River Street, 24-hour,
free-access restrooms will be included to accommodate basic needs as well as improving sanitary
issues within the Chinatown community.
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A E R R AR E TR S GESF LT =EEN) - FRRpMEGHEERRLEL
HEERFEERBUENSTRRD > RESBHXERAARNETEM - FERARSLCBHH
BREOBERE  wEMEIFECRRENMAE  BRERESZAARBHRLHERS -

ARBERAFRNERTAEGRRAEEEL—EHAML - BRI RRESHRERARZIL
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

1. Please indicate where you live. (FFEETRTHEE)

|| Hawaii (2 ;%), which area (j—[&)?

| Notin Hawaii (~MFEEEFE), which state/country (5—H/MF—{EEZ2)?

2. Do you work in Chinatown or nearby neighborhood (e.g., Downtown)?

(AR R N SRR AT TAEYS [B1: TR RlE]?)
[ | I work in Chinatown (F¢7E 2 Y T /F)

|| I work near Chinatown (Fe TAEAYIHE T4 HELRF{2T) which area (IIf—&)?

3. How often do you visit the Riverwalk (&% X K —Lou 2 4x38)?

] Every day (FK) | Thisis my first time here (i& 2 HEE—Z0T
EEEIE
| More than once a week (— & Hi—Z¢ 1L ) R

= P v
" | More than once a month (—{fE 3 —2tlL ) ] once every few months (Eg%: A )

| others (FEA)

4. Why do you visit the Riverwalk? (/&35 =Y B BYE) Check all those that apply ( T]#57%)

[] Shopping/ grocery (E¥71/ 5 5%) BN usually park my car here, | just stop by
=]

D Errands (¥}J¥$’F)§) D (?‘ZTEE“{?TI{EJ—?—:‘ Zilva \XEE% Zl_%i)

] Eateries (1Z£5) . I am a tourist (ZKER R 1)

] Activities / Events (s BIE BT ) Visit Foster Gardens (£ 3T CE 228E)
s || Visit Aala Park and the playground

L] My religion (52%f={) (AT A )

[] Enjoy the waterfront (fRE A FEDE) 1 Others (EEf)

5. Do you feel safe walking along the river (range between Nimitz Highway and Vineyard Blvd)

(BEeE R BB, LREZ21E)?
"1 Yes, anytime during the day (j&, {T-(alB5I &0 ER A2 (522 42)
L] Yes, but only during day time (14 o1, EL2 A H KR 15%4)
[ No, not even during day time (-, E[If# [ K #EH A3 5)

] No, especially during night time (“f, T E 2% B EEH) NEXT PAGE

| 1 don’t know (Fe AR H17H) ||~

ASLA Hawaii Chapter
August 21, 2010 Page 1 0of 6
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

6. If you feel uncomfortable walking along the river, please indicate the reason, additionally,
which segment (i.e., between Kukui St and Vineyard Blvd) makes you feel uncomfortable
the most (IR AESEE T ERTREIRET R, FELRMHERE, W H ST HMmER: =
MR REEkR)?

7. What is the major problem affecting your decision of visiting the Riverwalk (> NHE A
e AN B AR 2 E) ?
|| safety/Crime (Z¢4:F558)
|| Dirtiness (B2 4 f58)

"] Too many homeless and ghetto people sitting all over the plaza, makes me uncomfortable

(R RE KA 2N GRS B E S AT 22 )
| Poor access such as narrow sidewalk (B ARAFSE, NfTiEKZE)

High volume fast moving vehicles ({7 EL#E S KR, 2R E FRAS & )

]

L] This areais not visitor-friendly, too hot to stay, no comfortable sitting area

(A ET B R PR ZE )

No public restrooms (34 7/ FHHIFFT)

No parking or limited parking (/&5 1F Bl B2 7 H L AD)

River is dirty, the river walk is not appealing CEI{REUEE, iZA A0 ARG | A S
It’s way too far from where | live/work (BEF (135 / T AR 5 A 3E)

"] I don’t visit any businesses on River Street (;2 7511 2 | F4 3] 48 (9 JE )

N I R I R

8. Please rate the quality of the Riverwalk neighborhood (3 [ £R4570 A BV IRIEZ 4 2)

L] Excellent (4 /K e frymesg) L] Poor (Fk47)
] Good (B stHERIE) L] Terrible()ssr21)
L] Fair (3%3) [ ] No comments (;4%& )

NEXT PAGE
—)
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

—=1
CEZan
Community Issues
9. Do you support the affordable senior housing project on River Street (7 M8 (E
EANAEETEIE)?
[] Yes, it is necessary to provide more affordable housing for the elders (37, E4 iRt %3
EEF 22 G FERE)
[] No, this is not helping the current issues in Chinatown ("R 37§, 78 N @& g =48 H FiiviRT)
] 1 don’t know about this future project ( T RHE BIE KK ETE)
L] 1 don’t care (FfEATE, A 1EF)
10. Do you think it is a good idea to remove all the columns along River Street and College
Walk (A& S ERATA EAZES [College Walk] 2B7H LS HIHAV:FERERFIF)?
[] Definitely. Keep those areas open and clean (521850, (RiFHPEEZ= R B AT B 38 E)
[] Yes, replace them all with other facilities (&% #2 5%, ARk Hr Ay it)
] No, they are beautiful and functional, we should keep them and beautify them ( N L, fE:%
BN Esi IR AR EE R L EM)
| 1think they are OK. It is better to add the cover back to create some shade (B[ L& T, {HE N
] 22 THEG— v DU kP s Has it A PR4E R[5 1 )
"] I have no comments (45 )
11. Do you support the Honolulu Light Rail system to build a station in the Chinatown
neighborhood (R =Z#5 i I AYERH i 2 A G E FE IR T T3 B — (B EE IS )?
[] Definitely. That way coming to Chinatown will be a lot easier, and it will help ease the traffic
congestion. (BB, ERARFIFEMRFL T2 T, ek DA M EZERY )
[] Yes, and it will help with the businesses and more foot traffic in Chinatown and Riverwalk area
(BRK, iE i — AR R R R AL B A B Bh L aE R 2K 5 25 A UHH)
L] No, it might create a lot of noises ( R/, Bk AT AE Brs e (R S Ik 5
| 1 have no comments (8EH)
Future Possibilities
12. What features do you consider necessary in Chinatown Riverwalk area (&8 & n 258
ERE(FEEHE)? Check all those that apply ( T 25%)
|| outdoor Dining and Café (52 K& BE) NEXT PAGE
=)
ASLA Hawaii Chapter
August 21, 2010 Page 3 of 6
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

Z=== Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

[ ] Abetter use of the Nuuanu Stream (BN A F -y 4K B B ENER)

|| More trees and flowers, and shades as well (FERAR T Z6 AV R ABTAR, B 1 5 26 4552

] More comfortable sitting area (8 25 &7 {44 fir 22 is])

[ 1 Afunctional river promenade (2577 {1 S HERE T 455 )

L] Better access to Nuuanu Stream (3 /K5 i K 25 5 B K RT3
L] More trash cans (5 fj[1 5 2 Hir i)

L] More public restrooms (44 JI5 % 2 I i)

| other (HAth %K)

13. What would compel you to visit River Street / along Nuuanu Stream in the future (54

B IR ER (TR Mk )?
L] Akids- friendly waterfront park (74 Ge BT T2 R VENE)

[ Transform the entire River Street to become a pedestrian-only street, same as Fort Street Mall

(e A R RN il T AN R i

] More great festivals take place on the river, and make them become a periodic tradition of

Chinatown (5 5 5 fRZRAYIE B pl— THEEIR (AT H A Ehra i)

| ] Make the Nuuanu Stream promenade look like my own backyard (ZEFL(E ] =S G T 5 5

HITERE—/%)
| | Becomea younger, fashionable neighborhood in the Chinatown District (3215 %51 5 4HE (L,
FHAAL)

|| Maintain the culture and tradition along the stream, address more on the characters and the
history such as create a Chinatown History Center ( 3 B {7 1Y 52 PR A b, B0 T
— (I SR R S O, (o A 2 T R PR SE MR RE RE A AE4E)

L] Other (Hift:%)

14. Besides the reasons which affect your visit to the Riverwalk (Question 7), what are the
other concerns you may have on River Street (fGEf A E8 _FHEEIENIE S ERILT)?

[ ] Improve the quality of sidewalks ( A{F4:iE Sy E B HOE, [ F FE 5T
] Too much garbage and birds’ stools (X ZHk IREYIAE ) NEXT PAGE

)
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

Z=== Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

[] Sanitary issue / smelly (B34 A RE, SUVEEER)
L] More lighting along River Street (147115 2% iE R IRHAE EL)

] others (FAth)

15. If the environment in the Riverwalk neighborhood was improved, would you be willing

to come here more often (N5 A A ERIREA 7 —BXE NS, TTHEEE ERERE

ERTERIFNT)?

L Yes (BEE). If yes, how often (A1SRBEE, SKHISERE)
] oncea day (—K—X) [] Multiple times a day (—KZ62X)
] Once a week (—&EH—=X) [] Multiple times a week (— 2 HiZXX)
[ ] Once a month (—EH—=x) [] Multiple times a month (—{fi H 22X)

L] No (FEEE)
[ ] 1 don’t know yet (BRI R 41, ST E)

Respondent Characteristics

Name (#:) Phone (ZEZE)

Email (BFE-(E5E)

| can we send you e-mails regarding this project (T %% T BB A S S BT ST Ran R E IE)?

What is your gender (ZZH914:571)? Male (514E) Female (Z0}%)

How old are you (fSHy4EE2)?

[ ] under 15 (15 510 F) ] 31-40 (] 61-70
] 15-21 ] 41-50 || over70 (70 1l t)
] 22-30 | 51-60

What is your occupation (#3ERRE)?

NEXT PAGE

—)
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

Other comments (A= R)

Thank you very much for your time! Your answers will help a lot on the
Riverwalk Revitalization Study! Have a great day!

SRR BB E 25 (7 [T B [eI 2 2 2T T o BTN A
1ET i RSEAFHT— X!

ASLA Hawaii Chapter

August 21, 2010 Page 6 of 6
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Appendix B

Workshop One
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

A change for a better future:
Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and
Downtown Connectivity Study- 1st Workshop

£ B RBGHE Eﬁﬁﬁ@mmmmﬁﬁém
TR BE R AR R B AT IR B8 A4 & 25 Nuuanui T
RTEQRIEME N o WAL R R A E G
BRBAG R BT 00 B 09 MR — (A3 A Nunanu
PR AR > RFe RIS H W AR S A
P RS R R BRI A o

BB ERB AT ARRGE 0 LHAEH &
RS SRR > L H A T féiﬁ%ﬁﬁ&'g}i— R A&
BRIk A R > HASLAS = A w3 A 3&i—
1B #5102 B 69330 B 3K 6 o HASLAZRIL#H /5 R %
I B RAVEH IR 04 B A ﬁﬂ%a%&é
P AH B RAVIR B B SR R S e R ERAE .

A 6 % S0

The American Society of Landscape Architects Hawaii Chapter (HASLA) is working closely with the Chinatown community and
the City & County of Honolulu on a planning effort for the Chinatown Nuuanu Stream Corridor. The purpose of the Chinatown
Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study is to develop a comprehensive and collaborative strategy for
enhancing the social, economic, and environmental qualities of the Nuuanu Stream Corridor.

In order to encourage development that coordinates Chinatown’s transportation, housing, land use and economic development
needs, and to gain input from all stakeholders of the Chinatown community, HASLA is hosting a workshop on December 4,
2010 open to the public. HASLA sincerely invites you to participate, to talk about your desire and concerns, to help us identify
the best way to improve the Chinatown community.

Looking forward to seeing you!!

Want to learn more about this project? Please go to www.greenchinatown.org
BT R E % A — R EFF % F Zwww.greenchinatown.org

Please contact info@greenchinatown.org or 808.529.7295 if you have any questions.
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalizati
ntown. Conr CtiVity Study _
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2
Kauila St

Maunakea St
‘Nuvanu Ave

Liz18 >
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N
LEGEND &  LEGEND ‘2@
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[ Chinatown Historic District O e RGeS OR TRADE ACTIVITICS ©
Study Area (©) RESTAURANT AND DINNING (@ RESIDENTIAL & ACCOMMODATION,
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization

Opportunities & Constraints

7 3= v
a1 a| 2| ¢ U
% 8 2 E & S
[ I - T - - N
g & E ® 2 g z P&
= 2 < v S
S 3 S 5 o 2 b
[ - O
3 I O I I R O &
I & a £ & B 2
F a g £ g 5 s © g
£ E £ 3 2 2 i & =
F < H & & 2 s (,9*“\
Opportunities —opl
- — - spuhue P!
[Easy Pedestrian Access (sidewalk width) v v v o 15}1\5
Transportation v v v i < 2 \‘%
Visual Resources v v v v v \% o %
Safety v v v $ 2 SO ' 2 \
Cleanliness. v § A L‘, S g \
— —_——l \O® o 2\
sitting Area v v = e { | 2m \ \
Trees for Shades v v =g ~ L
Parking v v Tere—
~—=unalilo F i
Connectivity (to parks) v v =3 Y. 43 1
Tourist ions (picture opps) v v
Parks / Green Spaces v v
Constraints
[Insecure and Crime v v v
Not enough shade v v v v
Difficult Pedestrian Access v
Fast traffic movement v v
Serious Street Congestion v B
Dirtiness. v v
Homeless v v
Deteriorated Buildings and Empty Units v v
Parking v B v
Lack of Trash Receptacles v v v v v
Lack of Signage
Lack of sense of arrival v v
Not enough street lighting v B v N v
LEGEND
Study Area
Opportunities

Oka Fong Building
[ Historic Register Building (175 N. King St.)

. Intersection Enhancement
- Photo Opps
v Visual Resources / Views
Gateway / Sense of Arrival
Future Light Rail Station

[ Parks & Green Spaces

IIIIIII] Building in Good Condition Building
(175N.King St) PO

H Pedestrian Accessibility- Easy Access
% Pedestrian Accessibility- Potential Access

Future Light Rail Station
Constraints
€= Pedestrian Accessibility- Limited Access
IHITTITT] Deteriorated Building
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Charrette Ideas

Power of 10
Group A - Alan Fujimori, Chris Dacus, Kevin Ho

1. Water Uses (activate the stream edge)
a. Focus on Closer Connection to the Water
b. Boat Ride
c. Lantern Festival
d. Flower Market on Boats
e. Water Features
f. Dragon Boat Races

2. Restrooms
a. Maintained and manned with a usage fee located at every block.
b. Self Cleaning, Fee Based restroom with outer skin as a display

3. Existing Trellis Structures
a. Work with Existing Structures
b. Transform into vending areas w/ food, flowers, newspapers, etc.
c. Art Exhibition Space
d. Nursery
e. Exercise Station

4. Water Features
a. Interactive Entertainment - cooling water, sound, lights to play in/with
b. In-Pavement Map of historic stream alignment with fish ponds, etc

5. Gateways
a. Gateway at every intersection
b. Architecturally themed to different regions of China

6. Japan Town
a. Bon Dance Festival
b. Lantern Lights

7. Aala Park
a. Community Garden
b. Bon Dance
c. Potential Underground Parking with Park on top
d. Amphitheater
e. Sunset at A'ala Movie Nights
f. Lion Dance Festival
g. Vietnamese Festivals
h. Play Structures
i. Farmer’s Market
j. Sports - Skate Park, Basketball, Badmitton, Giant Go! Board, etc
k. Dog Park

Power of 10
Group B - Dana Anne Yee, Lorenda Lo, Mike Miyabara, Steve Sue,

1. Circulations
a. Pedestrian Trail
b. Trolley Loop Trail
c. Mass Transit Station

2. Photographic Opportunities/Theme Areas
a. Market Place
b. Night Market
c. Alala Park Promenade, Amphitheater
d. New Bridge
e. Photo Nodes
f. Gateway of Character Lamp posts
g. Facades of Historic Buildings
h. Signage/Theme Elements
i. Tai Chi Photo op.

3. Police Sub-Station
4. Sustainability

5. Cultural Opportunities
a. Dragon Drinking Fountains
b. Dragon Train
c. Chinese Zodiac
d. Dragon Poles, trash receptacles, period benches, etc
e. Integrated Signs
f. Chinese Character Lamp Posts w/ Banners
g. Maps, Self Guided Tours
h. Kiosk
i. Lights
j. Keep Cultural Diversity
k. Tours of Visitor Center or Museum (Chinatown History)

6. Economic and Funding
a. Sister City funds
b. Farmer’s Market
c. Art Sculptures
d. Naming/Adopt
e. Tax Credit
f. Banners for Festive Atmosphere

7. Program Planning
a. Transit Area
b. Photo Opps
c. Local Market Area
d. Information Center

—
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
HAWAII CHAPTER ASLA
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Existing Clrculatlon Map
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Survey Result

Business Owners Survey
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

Business Owners Survey

Note: The information you provide below is confidential. The name and location of your business won’t be revealed to the public

(LU T EATR A RN B B R T BB NTEE, T I AL ).

1. Please provide the name of your business and its location. (%ﬁ%@ﬁ'ﬂ!ﬁ%%m&ﬁf&hb

Business name (Ffﬁzh #7):

Business location (%ﬁ%‘f’ﬁﬁ):

2. How long have you been running this business (@E—%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?)?
|| Less than one month "] Lessthan 20 years

[ ] Lessthana year "] More than 20 years
How long

[ ] Lessthans years

[ ] Lessthan 10 years

3. How do you get to Chinatown for work every day (@@%Qn@%ﬁiﬁﬁ%?

L] walking (2% ] ByBus (L )
L iking (Eﬁg’lﬁ%ﬂg‘??ﬁ[) L] others ( f4)

[] Driving ([/H1)

4. How satisfied are you with the current quality of Chinatown River Street neighborhood (&

Hf H RV EE)

[ ] Excellent CEHf ) L] Poor (7 +4%)

L] Good (i 7 $uUR) LI Terrible(} 3 25i)

L Fair (F;3]) [ ] No comments (12}

5. Do you consider the quality of the surrounding areas affects your daily business (@?@%ﬁ@%
B LR L RE)?
L) No (127 5y%%)
] Yes (F[RY%). In what degree (/% 7'% )?
[] Tremendously
] so-so

ASLA Hawaii Chapter NEXT PAGE

October, 2010 Page 1 of 7 -
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

6. Please provide the percentage of your customers (& B IZIRLERLZE)?
L] Tourists (#5124 %)
(] 0-25% ] 50-75%
[ 25-50% ] More than 75%
[ ] Local customers (R %&&qu‘ﬁ?ﬁ £7)
(] 0-25% ] 50-75%

D 25-50% D More than 75%

7. Do you feel safe walking along the Nuuanu Stream (ﬁi@?ﬁ%ﬁ BRI, TRBEZE)?
L] Yes, anytime during the day (kL, {* TR Z)
L] No, especially during night time (7>, > £ s HZ2520 16 7 )

] 1 don’t know (=5 T H13E)

8. What could be the issues which may be affecting your business (@?gg;%LX_F%@EFﬁﬁﬁg
WEICH T £ TERRER)?
[] Safety/Crime (%"= FEJEE)
| Dirtiness (f%ii?‘ifﬁ?ﬁf F}ﬂ%)
[ Too many homeless people sitting all over the plaza, makes visitors uncomfortable ( L F W
VAT (BB RS BT )

"] Poor access design, lack of comprehensive signage/way-finding and directory of businesses (4~

HRRT T AL o BETE S W R R

] Not visitor-friendly, no comfortable sitting area for temporary stay (iéé"éjﬁiﬁflfJﬁ?’Ti#ﬁFlé“’Féfj)
Ll No public restrooms (i%"ﬁjﬁ E'J’FI'JFI”T)
" | No parking or limited parking (=% | {1 7 A RLERE D)
" | River walk is not appealing (iF;dF‘ PR E e | S sl )
| ] Lack of events and activities to attract foot traffic (?F'[‘*H\ PR ] SRR IR
| Lack of pedestrian lighting at night time (ﬁi;?TQFéHE:ﬁF[F—J)
|| No wireless internet services (is‘é"ﬁjﬁf‘ﬁ&ﬁ:@‘%‘,?ﬁ)
] 1 don’t know (597\ '%Diﬁ)
ASLA Hawaii Chapter NEXT PAGE

October, 2010 Page 2 of 7 -

88 | Appendix B
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=== Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

Community Issues

9. Do you thinkitis a good idea to remove all the columns along River Street and College

Walk (SR AT TEAZEE [College Walk] A AV BB EIAVE:F ERRAAE)?
[] Definitely. Keep those areas open and clean (7¢13%875Y, lﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬂﬂ*‘i‘* FEr B Jif’r”FEZT‘?’)
] Yes, replace them all with other facilities (&7 =% 7%[%, ﬁ}i‘i’?‘)%‘?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ)

[ ] No, they are beautiful and functional, we should keep them and beautify them ( TS, ’j:%l?ﬁ
B S EATES (LRLE [~ )
L] 1 think they are OK. It is better to add the cover back to create some shade (f[ r *”_“ , (ERL

(i L 0 TSR B R e PR

[ I have no comments (=)

10. Do you support the Honolulu Light Rail system to build a station in the Chinatown
neighborhood ({3 i R HIESHEE R ARAEE R INI R — RPN ?

] ves vEY)
L] No (-7

[ ] Don’t know (J2HELL)

11. Would you be willing to join a Chinatown Nuuanu River Business Improvement Group or

Business Improvement District (@Jﬁﬁggﬂn—ﬁ@ﬁéﬁmﬁﬁtﬁmﬁiﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁg[@ﬁ%&?ﬁﬁ
BIg)?

L] Yes (g
L] No ()
[ ] Don’t know (T #5E)
12. Would you be willing to contribute funds to support activities and improvements on

River Street to improvement the environment and business setting (j@fﬁ&g%m?ﬁﬁbgﬁ
RS ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&%ﬁﬁ@&%ﬁﬁ)?

L] ves (EE )
1 No ()

[ Don’t know (T #0E)

ASLA Hawaii Chapter NEXT PAGE
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=== Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

13. If River Street was improved (4[I5f ;‘#{fﬁ@&%?):
13.1 Would you improve your building (Ié‘i’?@ﬂl@ﬁ&% [EPURTTE S SEPIIE)?
] Yes ()

L] No ()
] Don’t know ()

13.2 Would you provide outdoor seating for your customers ([275E g HLH = 79f 4 fi’%ﬁf@iﬁlié{

HifR)?

] Yes (EE#)
"] No (T EEER)
| Don’t know (Té?pfg)
13.3 Would you allow the general public excluding the homeless to use your restrooms ([
BERLI AV Telaig— RSB0 [ CLERR 9H)?
] ves ()
L] No ()

] Don’t know (T*E)

13.4 Would you help fund weekly events to drive locals and visitors to the River walk ([2/5E
"o E %w’ﬁé SR S TR 2 ™ BV R B4 SRAE)?
] Yes (g
L] No (1)

] Don’t know (T #13E)

14. Would you be open to improving the open space behind your building (if it exists) in the
interior of your office block for additional commercial opportunities? To be able to walk
behind your building providing additional intimate commercial spaces (f@ﬁﬁﬁ}{%&i@}ﬁ%
B R S R R S S B )

] ves ()

ASLA Hawaii Chapter
October, 2010 Page 4 of 7
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

] No (1)
[ ] Don’t know (T #5E)
15. Would you like more local visitors to your business (f@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬂ@&%ﬁ@@
RIEES)?
] Yes (%[’JEE)
L No (73 1)
[ ] Don’t know (T #5E)

16. Would you like more tourists to your business (1@?@%@%@5@@%%@@@@@5%)?
L] Yes (%[/J i)
) No (732
[ ] Don’t know (j\ iﬂpfﬂ)

17. Would you support a slightly different business mix on River Street if it attracted

incrementally more people ({3 FEFTRISRZT HAERVRER Z R0 DIET (B2 AKX
Hafi)?

L] Yes (% )
1 No (1% #)
L] pon’t know (F555¢1)
18. Would you support more parking lots or parking structures in the vicinity of Chinatown
(S R e R ZE R R U Z S RALERE FIRTIR)?
L] Yes(# £)
1 No (P4 #)
L] pon’t know (F455¢1)

Future Possibilities

19. What programs do you consider necessary to be increased in Chinatown River Street
neighborhood (@?ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁﬁ%@@m%@ﬁ%ﬁ@)?
[ ] Assist businesses with marketing promotions and business expanding workshop ({720

T A FE S 3 a2 )

ASLA Hawaii Chapter NEXT PAGE
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

[] Nighttime attraction and evening entertainment such as night market (TQFE?HF(,E*JWJ(/UTQ
i

[ | outdoor movie theater in Aala Park or close by open space (7 Aala Park 53T 4 fif
91 FE )

[ Cultural- and art-related activities such as periodic lion dance show or sky lantern
festival (R 2% [~ £ f*??ﬁ'%ﬁﬁéﬁf?J@L'%ﬁEJ%Eﬁ%?%’WﬁF ETEY)

] More food vendors and nighttime eateries (1 % &Py TR AR )

|| Kids and Youth programs ([d & B?‘JE iﬁéh)

\

[ ] Enhance river walk maintenance, establish a street cleaning program (JJ[@FHF‘ F&[Wiﬁn\%
O EHEERE)

[ ] other (# P EL)

20. What features do you consider necessary in Chinatown River Street neighborhood (@r%

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ“@%)? Check all those that apply ( 7 #%)

| outdoor Dining and Café (&% 2)

[ ] improved streetscape, more trees, flowers, and shade (3. f“‘f?ﬁJ,@?ﬁﬁEl LI RA TR
%Gbgh)

More comfortable street furniture (P! ‘%ﬁ?iﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬁ%‘:’é’

Better access to Nuuanu Stream (i@"{l%l“'ﬁr%ﬁu "F’*] PLE[E T FHPVIEIIE)

More trash cans (I Y[R 24 Pfp))

More public restrooms ($7J[1R1 % H R E)

N N Y N e

Other (El fy&ELL)

21. Which ones below do you think would help improve the business in Chinatown such as

attracting more customers (j@%ﬁu'ﬁ%ﬁ@gﬁﬁﬁtﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ Frigh)?
[ ] Akids-friendly waterfront park (ﬁ{ﬁ b 2 S TV 2 )

[ ] Transform the entire River Street to become a pedestrian-only street, same as Fort Street Mall
(R AT pORETR IR 7~ R HE3)

[ ] Remove the pedestrian mall and open up River Street to traffic again (17 * EJJ E‘JE&%H;‘%,}{%Q
(A FH R R 5 55)

ASLA Hawaii Chapter NEXT PAGE
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization & Downtown Connectivity Study Questionnaire

] More great festivals take place on the river, and make them become a periodic tradition of
Chinatown (¥ | R1 % ISUSR[IUIF IS — Fi I e 2 Ha )

[ ] Afunctional river promenade ( %7 (= %ﬁ%ﬁ‘&ﬁfﬁﬁ S RIS

| | Becomea younger, fashionable neighborhood in the Chinatown District (%ﬁ_ﬁ LIRRAYR I e[,
RIZHFE[™)

[ ] Maintain the culture and tradition along the stream with a Chinatown History Center and/or a
Chinatown Art Performing Center (3 Ei it 2 SRV RRFLIEELY = Mo g g — 2t SFa gl pl i ps
=t S IR AR EENE Co5ii R b 1))

L] other (1 f4 )

22. Other Comments ({1 F)

Respondent Characteristics
Name (#£4) Phone (%ﬁ%)
Email (BT EH{H(37)

'] can we send you e-mails regarding this project (Hﬁﬁ%ﬁsﬁ:ﬁﬁm@ﬁ %ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁ’gﬁmﬁﬂﬁ)?

What is your gender ({&f9145])? Male (HE{£)___ Female (&%) _

How old are you ({4 #2)?
] Under15 (15 1) ] 31-40 ] 61-70
] o1s-21 [ ] a1-50 L] over70 (7035 )
] 22-30 ] s1-60

Thank you very much for your time! Your answers will help a lot on the Riverwalk
Revitalization Study! Have a great day!

BB AT RIS 8! RSB VE N BRI HEH B

Please feel free to contact info@hawaiiasla.org, or call 529-7295 (Lorenda Lo) if you have any questions. Thanks!

ASLA Hawaii Chapter
October, 2010 Page 7 of 7
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102 COMMUNITY SURVEY AUGUST 21, 2010
responses

S umma I'y See complete responses

Please indicate where you live.
Hawaii 97 95%

Not in Hawaii 5 5%

— Naot in Hawaii [5]

Hawaii [97]

Do you work in Chinatown or nearby neighborhood (e.g. Downtown)?
——No [37] Yes, | work in Chinatown 18  18%

Yes, | work near Chinatown 31  30%
No 37 36%

e

Yes, | work in Chin

aar Chinatown [31] ——

How often do you visit the Riverwalk
Everyday 31 30%

Everyday More than once aweek 20 20%

More than once a ... More than once a month 17 17%
This is my first time here 4 4%

More than once a ... Once every few months 17 17%

This is my first ... Other 13 13%
Once every few mo...
Other
0 6 12 18 24 30 36
Why do you visit the Riverwalk?
Shopping / Grocery 53 54%
Shopping / Gracery Errands 16 16%
Errands Eateries 51 52%
Activities / Events 35 36%
Eateries My Religion 5 5%
Activities / Events Enjoy the Waterfront 19  19%
| usually park my care here, | just stop by 5 5%
My Religion | am a tourist 4 4%
Enjoy the Waterfront Visit Foster Garden 6 6%
Visit Aala Park and the playground 9 9%
| usually park my...
Other 14 14%
I am a tourist
People may select more than one checkbox, so
Visit Foster Garden percentages may add up to more than 100%.
Visit Aala Park a...
Other
o] 11 22 33 44 55
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COMMUNITY SURVEY AUGUST 21, 2010

What is the major problem affecting your decision of visiting the Riverwalk?

Safety / Crime 41
satey / cime N Diiess 7
Dirtiness _ Too many homeless and ghetto people sitting all over the plaza, makes me uncomfortable 61
Poor access such as narrow sidewalk 7
Too many homeles... | High vume ast moving vehices ’
Poor access such ... . This area is not visitor-friendly, too hot to stay, no comfortable sitting area 29
, No public restrooms 48
High valume fast ... . No parking or limited parking 17
This area is not ... _ River is dirty, the river walk is not appealing 44
It is way too far from where | live / work 5
| don't visit any business on River Street 6
No parking or lim... -
People may select more than one checkbox, so percentages may add up to more than 100%.
It is way too far... l

I don't visit any... |

12 24 36 48 60 72

=

Please rate the quality of the Riverwalk neighborhood.

Excellent 5 5%

Excellent - Good 10 10%
Good - Fair 42 41%
Poor 35 34%

Fair Terrible 2 2%

Terrible

No Comments

16 24 32 40 48

[

0

Community Issues

Do you support the affordable senior housing project on River Street?

| don't know about Yes, it is necessary to provide more affordable housing for the elders 54 53%

s in Chinatown [12] No, this is not helping the current issues in Chinatown 12 12%
| don't know about this future project 31 30%
— | don't care [3] | don't care 3 3%

|

3 for the elders [54]

Do you think it is a good idea to remove all the columns along River Street and College Walk?

Definitely. Keep those areas open and clean 16 16%

Definitely. Keep... Yes, replace them all with other facilities 17 17%
Yes, replace them... No, they are beautiful and functional, we should keep them and beautify them 19  19%
| think they are OK. It is better to add the cover back to create some shade 30 29%

No. they are beau... | have no comments 9 9%

| think they are ...

I have no comments

AppendixB | 95



Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

COMMUNITY SURVEY AUGUST 21, 2010

Do you support the Honolulu Light Rail system to build a station in the Chinatown neighborhood?

No, it might create

Riverwalk area [23] —x

— | have no comment

————Definitely. That wa

Future Possibilities

Definitely. That way coming to Chinatown will be a lot easier, and it will help ease the traffic 44
Yes, and it will help with businesses and more foot traffic in Chinatown and Riverwalk area 23
No, it might create a lot of noises 19
| have no comments 8

What features do you consider necessary in Chinatown Riverwalk area?

Qutdoor Dining an...
A better use of 1.
Mare trees and fl... |
More comfortable ...
A functional rive...
Better access to ...

More trash cans

More public restr...

Other-

(=]

14 28 42 56 70 84

Outdoor Dining and Cafe 68 68%
A better use of the Nuuanu Stream 41 4%
More trees and flowers, and shades aswell 71  71%
More comfortable sitting area 58 58%
A functional river promenade 50 50%
Better access to Nuuanu Stream 12 12%
More trash cans 39 39%
More public restrooms 57 57%
Other 14 14%

People may select more than one checkbox, so
percentages may add up to more than 100%.

What would compel you to visit River Street / along Nuuanu Stream in the future?

A kids-friendly w... _
Transform the ent... _
More great festiv... |
Make the Nuuanu S... -
Become a younger, ... -
Maintain the cult... _
I

Other

A kids-friendly waterfront park

Transform the entire River Street to become a pedestrian-only street, same as Fort Street Mall
More great festivals take place on the river, and make them become a periodic tradition of Chinato
Make the Nuuanu Stream promenade look like my own backyard

Become a younger, fashionable neighborhood in the Chinatown District

Maintain the culture and tradition along the stream, address more on the characters and the history
Other

People may select more than one checkbox, so percentages may add up to more than 100%.

Besides the reasons which affect your visit to the Riverwalk, what are the other concerns you may have on

River Street

Improve the quali.
Too much garbage ...

Sanitary issue / ...

Mare lighting alo...

Other

96 | Appendix B

Improve the quality of sidewalks 28 29%
Too much garbage and birds' stools 57  59%
Sanitary issue / smelly 68 70%
More lighting along River Street 41 42%
Other 1 1%

People may select more than one checkbox, so
percentages may add up to more than 100%.
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COMMUNITY SURVEY AUGUST 21, 2010

Do you feel safe walking along the river (range between Nimitz Highway and Vineyard Blvd)?

Yes, anytime during the day 33 32%

Yes, anytime duri... _ Yes, but only during day time 40 39%

No, especially during night time 11 11%
No, not even duri..

I don't know 8 8%

No, especially du...|
| don't know |

0 8 16 24 32 40

If the environment in the Riverwalk neighborhood was improved, would you be willing to come here
more often?

Yes, once a day 27 26%
Yes, once a day Yes, once a week 21 21%
Yes, ance a week Yes, once a month 13 13%
Yes, multiple times a day 6 6%
Y63, once 4 month _ Yes, multiple times aweek 10 10%
Yes, multiple tim... | Yes, multiple times amonth 11 11%
No 0 0%
Yes, multiple tim... I don't know yet 8 8%
Yes, multiple tim...
No
I don't know yet
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Demographics
Gender
—— Female [43] Male 48 47%
Female 43 42%
Male [48]
How old are you?
Under 15 0 0%
Under 15 15-21 0 0%
1509 22-30 8 8%
31-40 16 16%
22:301 41-50 21 21%
31-40 51-60 22 22%
61-70 19 19%
41-50 Over 70 5 5%
51-60
61-70
Qver 70
0 4 8 12 16 20 24
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1 9 responses BUSINESS OWNER SURVEY OCTOBER 2010

Sum ma I'y See complete responses

How long have you been running this business

Less than one month 1 5%

Less than one month - Less than a year 1 5%
Less than a year - Less than 5 years 2 1%
Less than 10 years 5 26%

Less than 5 years - Less than 20 years 2 1%
Less than 10 years _ More than 20 years 8  42%
3 16%

Other
Less than 20 years -

People may select more than one
vore than 20 years [ checox o prcentages may

add up to more than 100%.

0 2 4 6 8

How do you get to Chinatown for work every day?

L Walking 2 11%
Walking | Biking 1 5%
Biking . Driving 13 68%
By Bus 3 16%
Driving Other 1 5%
By Bus People may select more than one
Other checkbox, so percentages may
add up to more than 100%.
0 3 [ 9 12 15

How satisfied are you with the current quality of Chinatown River Street neighborhood

Excellent 0 0%
Excellent Good 5 26%
Poor 6 32%
Fair _ Terrible 5 26%
No Comments
0 1 2 3 4 5 8
Do you consider the quality of the surrounding areas affects your daily business?
No 2 1%
No Yes 16 84%
Yes } Tremendously 10 53%
So-So 4 21%
Tremendously |

People may select more than one
So-So checkbox, so percentages may
T add up to more than 100%.

0 3 6 9 12 15
Please provide the percent of your rs that are tourists
0-25% 13 87%
oz [ 25.50% 0o o
25-50% 50-75% 2 13%
More than 75% 0 0%

50-75% [
People may select more than one
More than 75% checkbox, so percentages may
T add up to more than 100%.
0 3 6 9 12 15
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BUSINESS OWNER SURVEY OCTOBER 2010

Would you be willing to join a Chinatown Nuuanu River Business Improvement Group of

Business Improvement District?

Yes 1" 58%
ves I No I
No . I don't know 7 37%
| don't know £ People may select more than one
checkbox, so percentages may
0 2 4 8 10 12 add up to more than 100%.

Woudl you be willing to contribute funds to support activities and improvements on River Street
to improve the environment and business setting?

Yes

No

| don't know

(=
(8]
'S

Yes 10 53%
No 4 21%
I don't know 5 26%

People may select more than one
checkbox, so percentages may
add up to more than 100%.

If River Street was improved would you improve your building?

Yes

| don't know

Yes 6 32%
No 7 37%
| don't know 6 32%

People may select more than one
checkbox, so percentages may
add up to more than 100%.

If River Street was improved would you provide outdoor seating for your customers?

Yes

No

e S
0 2 4

Yes 4 21%
No 12 63%
| don't know 3 16%

People may select more than one
checkbox, so percentages may

& 10 12 add up to more than 100%.

If River Street was improved would you allow the general public excluding the homeless to use

your restrooms?
Yes

No

| don't know .
0

2 4

Yes 7 3%
No 1" 58%
| don't know 1 5%

People may select more than one
checkbox, so percentages may

& 10 12 add up to more than 100%.

If River Street was improved would you help fund weekly events to drive locals and visitors to

the Riverwalk?

Yes

No

| don't know

o
n
w

Yes 6 32%
No 7 3%
| don't know L} 32%

People may select more than one
checkbox, so percentages may
add up to more than 100%.
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BUSINESS OWNER SURVEY OCTOBER 2010

Please provide the per of your rs that are local customers
0-25% 0 0%
0-25% 25-50% 1 5%
25.50% . 50-75% 5 26%
More than 75% 13 68%

50-75%

People may select more than one
More han 75+% [ checkoox, 0 percentages may
0 3 6 9 12

15 add up to more than 100%.

Do you feel safe walking along the Nuuanu Stream?
Yes, anytime during the day 7T 37%

Yes, anytime duri... No, especially during night time 11 58%

| don't know . People may select more than one checkbox,
. s0 percentages may add up to more than
0 100%.

@
a1
[¥]

2 4 6

What could be the issues which may be affecting your business?

Safety/Crime
Salety/Crime | Dirtiness
Dirtiness | Too many homeless people sitting all over the plaza

Poor access design, lack of comprehensive signage
Too many homeless... Not visitor-friendly, no comfortable sitting area for temporary stay
No public restrooms

No parking or limited parking

Riverwalk is not appealing

Lack of events and activities to attract foot traffic

Lack of pedestrian lighting at night time

Poor access desig...
Not visitor-frien...

No public restrooms

ITII

No parking or lim... |
paig No wireless internet services
Riverwalk is not ... I don't know
Lack of events an...-
Lack of pedestria... |

No wireless inter... |

| don't know |

o
)
@
©
24
&
@

Do you think it's a good idea to remove all the columns along River Street and College Walk
Definitely. Keep those areas open and clean

Definitely. Keep... ‘Yes, replace them all with other facilities

Yes, replace them... No, they are beautiful and functional, should keep and beautify them

| think they are OK. It is better to add the cover back to create some shade

No, they are beau.. | have no comments

| think they are ...

People may select more than one checkbox, so percentages may adc

I have no comments 100%.

Do you support the Honolulu Light Rail system to build a station in the Chinatown neighborhood

Yes 13 68%
Yes | No 2 1%
No .| I don't know 4 21%
| don't know | People may select more than one
| checkbox, so percentages may
0 3 6 9 12 15 add up to more than 100%.
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BUSINESS OWNER SURVEY OCTOBER 2010

Would you be open to improving the open space behind your building (if it exists) in the interior
of your office block for additional commercial opportunities? To be able to walk behind your
building providing additional intimate commercial spaces

Yes 5 26%
ves [ No s o
No _ I don't know 10 53%
| dan't know ‘ | People may select more than one
I § checkbox, so percentages may
] 2 4 6 8 10 add up to more than 100%.

Would you like more local visitors to your business?

Yes 18 95%
ve [ No 1o
No . I don't know 1 5%
| don't know l People may select more than one
f § . checkbox, so percentages may
] 4 8 12 16 20 add up to more than 100%.
Would you like more tourists to your business?
Yes 17 89%
- - -
No l I don't know 1 5%
| don't know . People may select more than one
. checkbox, so percentages may
0 3 6 9 12 15 18 add up to more than 100%.

Would you support a slightly different business mix on River Street if it attracted incrementally
more people?

Yes 16 84%
ves I No 3 e
No- | don't know 0 0%
| don't know People may select more than one
. checkbox, so percentages may
0 3 6 9 12 15 18 add up to more than 100%.

Would you support more parking lots or parking structures in the vicinity of Chinatown?
Yes 14 74%

v [ No 3 1w
M0- I don't know 2 1%

| don't know - People may select more than one
E . checkbox, so percentages may
0 3 6 9 12 15 add up to more than 100%.

What programs do you consider necessary to be increased in Chinatown River Street neighborhood?
Assist businesses with marketing promotions and business expanding wo
Assis! businesses... | Nighttime attraction and evening entertainment such as night market

Nighttime attract... Outdoor movie theater in Aala Park or close by open space

Cultural- and art-related activities such as periodic lion dance show or sky

Qutdoor movie the... More food vendors and nighttime eateries

Cultural- and ar... | Kids and Youth programs
Enhance river walk maintenance, establish a street cleaning program
More food vendors... Other
Kids and Youth pr...

Enhance river wal...

Other
d 3 6 9 12 15
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BUSINESS OWNER SURVEY OCTOBER 2010

What features do you consider necessary in Chinatown River Street neighborhood?

Outdoor dining an... _

More comfortable ... _
Better access to ... _

p——

More public restr... |

Other|
0 2 4

-]
@
-
o
-
n

Outdoor dining and cafe 7 39%
Improved streetscape, more trees, flowers and shade 12 67%
More comfortable street furniture 5 28%
Better access to Nuuanu Stream 6 33%
More trash cans 10 56%
More public restrooms 9 50%
Other 0 0%

People may select more than one checkbox, so percentages may
add up to more than 100%.

Which ones below do you think would help improve thebusiness in Chinatown such as attracting more customers

A kids-friendly w...
Transform the ent...

Remove the pedesi...

Better access to ...
More great festiv...
A functional rive...
Become a younger,...

Maintain the cull...

Other

o
w
=]
o
o
o
-
=+

Can we send you emails regarding this project?

A kids-friendly waterfront park

Transform the entire River Street to become a pedestrian-only street,
Remove the pedestrian mall and open up River Street to traffic again
Better access to Nuuanu Stream

More great festivals take place on the river

A functional river promenade

Become a younger, fashionable neighborhood in the Chinatown District
Maintain the culture and tradition along the stream

Other

People may select more than one checkbox, se percentages may add up

Yes Yes
What is your gender?
Female [11]—————— Male 8 42%
Female 1 58%
Male [8]
How old are you?
Under 15 0 0%
Under 15 1521 0 0%
15.21 | 22-30 0 0%
31-40 4 21%
22901 4150 6 32%
31-40] 51-60 5 26%
61-70 2 11%
a0 Over 70 2 1%
51-601
People may select more than one
61-70 checkbox, so percentages may
add up to more than 100%.
Over 70|
0 1 2 3 4 5 6
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and
Downtown Connectivity Study- 2" Workshop

ust 20, 2011 11:30pm - 2:00
—JFE.h$413O T”FZ :

£B %&E,:Ei:f Bty & LR 2 o & (HASLA) #2148 L
T EUF B ES AR % B AT IR 5 R A A S Nuuanu 7T
RFHENEEMA N AR L ER TR E SR
IR BT HE A BB R0 B 0 MR — 1842 I Nuuanu
ﬁﬁ*kﬁ@‘%ﬁ%%%%gﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ
A G RS BRI S ©

The American Society of Landscape Architects Hawaii Chapter
(HASLA) is working closely with the Chinatown community and the

F = A va AHASLARS T — (B3 Ih A B 805 5m
JEE G > #EFERAL R B R A R— ALK B AT e)

City & County of Honolulu on a planning effort for the Chinatown },‘&i)% PR B A T A R 6 75 8 TR B BT ATk o
Nuuanu Stream Corridor. The purpose of the Chinatown Riverwalk SR Bl 0 AR EEES ) RS
Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study is to develop a f,:»j B AME AT RRL AL -

comprehensive and collaborative strategy for enhancing the social,

economic, and environmental qualities of the Nuuanu Stream ZE20119F8 H 208 o Sk AMAF SR 55 — R ey B3k A
Corridor. R RERSOER - § P F TR E

EFF 32 é ,&} PR N 3 é
On December 4, 2010, HASLA hosted our first workshop, invited g{ ;_: ﬁi gfggg“g%ﬁ; &i 53 # ;%f :@i Jf‘j{f

the Chinatown community to participate in a brainstorming session QA KR A 3 }% i#ﬂi SRR AT o AT
talking about current issues and concerns, and future activities the B IR R % e iﬂ S AR AR IR R R
community may want to see along the stream. The attendees helped RERBTRE A RAEFTE o

us identify several ideas during the 1%t workshop.

IR 04 S v

Our second workshop on August 20, 2011, will provide another
opportunity for community input. We will discuss
previous ideas and findings along with any new input
to come up with proposed solutions for the corridor.
We sincerely invite you to join us as your opinion will
help us identify the best way to improve the Chinatown
Community.

Looking forward to seeing you!!

More information please go to www.greenchinatown.org
BT # T % M s — AR 2#F 2 3% Zwww.greenchinatown.org

Please contact info@greenchinatown.org or 808.529.7295 if you have any questions.
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization &

S

Approximate Study Area:

Kuan Yin Temple

lzumo Taisha

Nuuanu Stream —— Lum Sai Ho Tong

Cultural Plaza

Dr. Sun Yat Sen Statue

Future Light Rail Station
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization_
) owm.Connectivity Study . =

S Looking mauka

5 along Nuuanu
Stream, circa 1890,

with Kaumakapili

(& Church (1888-1900

“ at Beretania and

Smith Streets inter-

= section) in the back-

ground

Nl | R A PRI,
‘[ Honolulu Map, corrected and completed for the Hawaii Tourist Bure:
by Wright Harvey and Wright, 1932
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Activity-Destination Matrix

Groups Destinations

+ 2 s . Wobor  Nin Wb Ko Mook Mot Mdbeck  Pab  Millock etris  Mibok K Mibod  Viewd Moo kg Ulohaln
) S
vsion N . e
Art Vendors . Bridge to Park

: : -
e ter 2 .
T 5
Chinese Historic Center o  DiamondHd |
s o . eva ek
- 3

Connect People to River .
WTsato
Restrnts, o al
of Chinatown

Dancing, Swin

Displays & Exhibits

Dog Park
Drinking Fountain

Events: Children & Family
Events: Immigration History

Events: Monthly Cultural

Events: Skateboard
Exerc

Festivals & Events
Festivals: Boy s Girls Day

Festivals: apanese Lantern
Fishing Contest & Demo
Fitness Equipment

Game Tables

Historic Marker

ACLRT Station

Intersection Improvements.

Marathon Staging Area

Market: Night

Meal Program .

Movies .
Movi

Ig
E

Music .
Nature Walks .
Path System .

|E

Entertainment: light shows, .
ight wal

ACLRT Station

Road Crossing. . . .
Road Paving Crossing .

Senior Programs .

Shade
Sidewalk Paving.

Street Closure for Events
Stretching Exercise Areas.

Tea House

“Theater, School, Traditional,
Japanese

Tours: Rickshaw Rides

Tramway or Trlley .

Water Park,Children .
Membere susan Lebo, Grace ko Louise i Delores Molling
Melanie Wong Jukay Hsu Chiistine O
YitHung Shih Rae Gee Molie Lee Richard Miyao
Steve Lofse Roger Lay Victor Lim
BradKurokawa Jan Dento Li Remnie Man  Rirancis Chue
DanaYee s Collett Joel Kurokawa  Kule Sasaki
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Kekaulike Mall

Bridge to Park
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. New Bridge . . . ey OFosers Underbl

Lum saiHo Kuan ¥in

Tong Temple

River st .

To st Mall
.

Lum Sai Ho,
Tong

Lum Sai Ho,
Tong

DH Corer Lot
w) Vineyard
Frontage
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Composite Plan:

Vision:
Connectivity

Nuuanu Stream
* Clean-up
* Ecological Wetlands

Enhanced Landscaping ——
« Visual Connection to Garden
«+ Screening for Existing buildings

Vineyard St. Crossing

+ Improve Intersection

Nuuanu Stream
«+ Dragon Boat Festival
* Rubber Ducky Festival
* Model Boating

Izumo Taisha Temple

Existing Pedetrian Bridge
* Meeting Place
* Special Events

Hose Rizal Statue

Beretania St. Crossing
+ Improve Intersection

Aala Park (new facility)
* Sports Arena (Baseball, Basket-
ball, Tennis Court, etc.)
* Museum
+ Performance stage
* Lighting Improvement
* Restrooms

Aala Park (multi-use)

* Cultural activities

« Family event/festival

* Farmers’ market

* Concert

* Tai Chi & Other Martial Arts

* Special events such as “I Love
Kalihi” Event, Chinese Festival,
Marathon Staging

* Movies

* Information Kiosk

New Gateway /

from Airport or Ewa side

Waterfront — ]

* Waterfront Promenade

Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

— Liliuokalani Garden
* Nature Walks

t— Mauka Stream Corridor

* Connect to larger Ahupuaa

+ Connect to larger pathway system
* Under Bridge Connection

— Kuan Yin Temple

r~ Riverwalk Promenade/Enhanced
Landscaping (Kukui-Vineyard

Section)

* Looped walkway

* Chinese Historic Center

+ Green Space

+ Excercise stops (also stretching stations)
* ArtWalls

* Market (Night)

* Improved Lighting

—— Lum Sai Ho Tong

Mun Lum School

Riverwalk Promenade
* Outdoor dining area / cafe
* Game Plaza
* Vendors
* Live Music
* Information Center
* Self-guided Tour

Cultural Plaza
* Museum
* Children waterfront park
* Movies
* Storytelling

Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall
*  Self-guided Tours
*  Outdoor Dining

— Aala-Pauahi

+ Build a new bridge like a wel-
com gate to Aala Park

* Enhanced Streetscape

+ Improved Lighting

* Improved Intersection

— Future Light Rail Station
*  Connection to all Chinatown

*  Information Center

*  Bicycle Facility

Notes:
* Public Restrooms
* Benches
* Better signage
* More trash cans
+ More street lights
+ Signage on the ground
+ Better walking and jogging trail
+ Bicycle Facility
+ No view blockage
+ Aprogram to deal with Homeless and
Crimes
* Restore Trellises and make them more

e

user-friendly

> sample Destination € =9 Connectivity Promenade

O Sample Node View Opportunity

Harbor Edge Connectivity
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tudy

e T e e e A

SU n Yat Sen Ma” Self guided tours Movies Farmer’s market Information center Food activities & craft vendor Festivals Events Dining outdoor and cafes Art walls

> ;.

Aala Park Sports areas Museum Performance stage Lighting improvements Restroom Cultural activities Farmers market Events/festivals Concerts Tai chi
Movies Information kiosk
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Vision:

Connectivity

Mauka Stream Corridor
+ Important Destination

Kuan Yin Temple

Nu’uanu Stream
« Dragon Boat Festival
* Toy Boat Races (remote control)
* Rubber Ducky Event
« Candle Light and Boat Ceremony
« Japanese Lantern Festival
* Fishing Contests
* Fishing Demonstrations
* Rubber Ducky Event
* Canoe

lzumo Taisha

Fitness Area Stops

* Passive Equipment

« Part of Larger Path System * Kayak

* Places to Stretch

* Tai Chi Lum Sai Ho Tong

Promenade
+ Boy’s Day and Girl’s Day
* Riverwalk Program and Events
* Museums or Information Centers
* Bike Rickshaw Rides
A’Ala Park . Sell-fiuided Tours
+ Skateboard Events + Walking Tours o
« Museums * Outdoor Cafes and Dining

* Farmer’s Market

«Food, Arts, Crafts Vendors

* Multi-Cultural Food Events

« Children and Family Events

* Cultural Movies in the Park
* Community Gardens

* Improved Lighting

* Marathon Events (Staging Area)

* Sculpture Garden * Murals
* Paths *Art Walls
« Information Center or Kiosks * Monthly Cultural Day
*Improved Lighting « Street Closure for Events
* Children and Family Events
Bridges / Gateways
+ Markers / Symbols on Bridges
* Celebrate Crossings R
Beretania Street
* Bike Lanes

«Improve Intersections
* Improve Lighting

Rail Stop

* Connect to Restaurants
* Shops and Vendors

Nimitz Gateway

+ Opportunity for Gat i
pportunity for Gateway Improved Connections

* New Bridge
« Improve Intersections
* Improve Lighting

> sample Destination € =9 Connectivity

(@] Sample Node View Opportunity
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e e e e e

s

Vision:

Beautification and Connection

Foster Botanical Garden
*+ Important connection to Chinatown

Kuan Yin Temple
« Displays, exhibits
* Historic marker/walk

Reclaim the River
+ Markets

+ Promenade as park space
* Exercise loop
* Races (ducks, dragon boat, etc.)

Lum Sai Ho Tong
« Displays, exhibits
lzumo Taishakyo Mission « Historic marker/walk
*Insert text

Future Museum Site
« Exhibits, displays

* Movies

* Events and festivals

King/Beretania Intersection
of Aala Park

+ Designated location for meal
programs (i.e. Kau Kau Wagon, etc.)

Aala Park
* Sporting events
« Farmer’s Markets, festivals
* Restroom facilities
+Dog park
Hotel Street

« Tram/trolley for visitors

King Kekaulike Market
* Important connection to Chinatown
« Farmer’s markets
* Art festivals
*+Food and wine festivals

Rail Transit Stop
* Chinatown Kiosk / Information Center
* Restroom facilities
+ Connection to all of Chinatown

> sample Destination € =9 Connectivity

(@] Sample Node View Opportunity

==
|
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Vision:

Large Projects.

Art Walk / Art Wall
*Art Vendors
«+ Special Art Events
*Art Classes
* Visual Connection to Garden

Community Involvement
« Partner with Homeless to Clean
and Maintain Chinatown for Work
*+ Organize with Common Vision
* Special Signage / District

lzumo Taisha

Promenade
«+ Night Market
« Light Shows
* Light Walk
* Noodle Festival
* Dragon Festivals
*Art Sales
* Outdoor Cafes
* Live Music

A'Ala Park
« Tea House
* Cultural Gardens
*Movies in the Park
*Tai Chi
+Jogging
« Concerts / Performances
*Hula / Chinese Dance
* Martial Arts
* Sports

New Bridge to Park
* Art Vendors
* Music
+Food Vendors
+ Comemorative Bridge

Rail Stop
* Food Vendors
+ Wayfinding Kiosk
* Performance Space
* Bicycle Facilities

Waterfront
* Ocean Activities
* Dragon Boats
+ Performance Space
* Bicycle Facilities

—

[N
Nall

4

=
(Y ey
T

Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

g 7

L

Pedestrian / Bike Path
« Connect to Mauka side Park
* Nature Walks
« Partner with Lil’Uokalanai
Botanic Garden
* Native Plant Classes
« Urban Gardening Classes
* Chinese Medicinal Herb Classes
* Grafiti Walls
* Grafiti Art Classes

Kuan Yin Temple

Japanese Theater
* Renewed Traditional Theater
« Signature Attraction
* Performance / School

Lum Sai Ho Tong

Game Plaza
* Giant Go! Board
+ Game Tables
* Moments to Pause
* Water Feature
* Shade and Light
* Music

Museum
* History of Chinatown
« Storytelling
* Merchandise
* Self-guiged Walking tours
* Art Displays
« Self-guiged Walking tours
« Immigration History Events

Night Life
* Swing Dancing
*Pool Halls
« Night Food Vendors
* Building Restoration
* Live Music Clubs
* Karaoke Bars

The Water
* Clean Nu'uanu Stream
«+ Small Steps / Annual Clean-up
* Ahupua’a Scale Vision
* Many Small Projects = Big Results
« Filter Water Upstream on Streets
* Shade for River
« Connect People to the River

Note:
* Signature Amenities

+Lights
* Custom Trash Cans
* Drinking Fountains
*+Road Paving / Crosswalks
+ Dragon Bike Racks
+ Sidewalk Paving

> sample Destination € =9 Connectivity

O  sample Node

View Opportunity
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
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Gl'Ou p #4 Dolores Mollring (resident), Larry Geller (Disappeared News), Richard Miyao (Izumo Shrine), Victor Lim (Mission; President of Fort Street Business Improvement District),
Francis Chue (Staff of Senator Sasaki (HASLA member), Alenka Remec (City), William Yi '

] J & -
Vision: S\ I \

Benches along the Stream

Kuan Yin Temple

Kukui-Vineyard Section
* Chinese Historic Center

lzumo Taisha

Lum Sai Ho Tong
« Tai Chi practice location
+ Senior-friendly programs

HawaiiUSA Credit Union
* Outdoor Movie
* Story telling (about Chi-
nese immigration or Dr.
Sun Yat Sen, talk about the

history of Chinatown) Mun Lum School

Hose Rizal Statue Cultural Plaza

+ Outdoor dining area / cafe
+ Children waterfront park

+ Movies
Permanent Facility For
Activities Dr. Sun Yat Sen Statue
+ Have a stage in Aala Park
+ Childrean performance
Aala Park Sports Arena Aala-Pauahi

+ Sports Arena (Baseball, Basket-

ball, Tennis Court, etc.) + Build a new bridge like a

welcom gate to Aala Park

Special Activity Area
* Cultural activities
* Create connection- build a
crossing river bridge
* Special events such as “I Love
Kalihi” Event, Chinese Festival

Future Light Rail Station

Notes:
* Public Restrooms
* Benches
* Better signage
* More trash cans
+ More street lights
+ Signage on the ground
+ Better walking and jogging trail
+ No view blockage
+ Aprogram to deal with Homeless and
Crimes

> sample Destination € =9 Connectivity

O Sample Node View Opportunity

‘ . AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
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Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

American Society of Landscape Architects [
Hawaii Chapter

Date: 10/31/10

To: HASLA

From: Lorenda Lo

Project / Event: Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study
Subject: Pre-workshop Charrette on October 30, 2010

Date: Saturday, October 30, 2010 from 8am-12pm
Location: Izumo Taishakyo Mission of Hawaii
Attendees:

e Alan Fujimori

e Chris Dacus

e DanaAnne Yee

e Kevin Ho

e Mike Miyabara

e Steve Sue

e Lorendalo

Purpose of Pre-workshop charrette:
e Discussion of the program for the first workshop session on Saturday, December 4, 2010
e Internal consensus regarding direction for the 12/4/10 workshop, a session open to both the
public and the HASLA members
e Development of incomplete strategies and rough concepts for the Riverwalk Study as a
preparation for the 12/4/10 workshop
e Data collection process update

Charrette Progress:

On October 30, 2010, two rough alternatives were developed by two groups in order to give a direction
to the public and the HASLA members on the first workshop, scheduled on December 4, 2010. The
concepts developed by the two groups are as below:

1. Group A- Alan Fujimori, Chris Dacus, Kevin Ho
Charette approach - focus on Project from Public Places Approach:
(http://www.pps.org/stepstocreatingagreatwaterfront/)

"Create Multiple-use Destinations by Tapping the Power of 10.

Through decades of work, PPS has found that the most effective way to propel a visioning
process is to set a goal of creating ten great destinations along a waterfront, an idea we call the
“Power of Ten.” This focus on destinations, rather than “open space” or parks, enables a genuine
community-led process to take root. Residents, businesses, community organizations and other
stakeholders all join in to help identify the key destinations and then define the uses and activities
they want to see at each place. After using the Power of 10 to create great destinations
throughout a waterfront, the same principle should be applied at each destination to come up with
a list of ten activities for that spot. A wealth of things to do broadens the appeal of the destination,
encouraging round-the-clock use."

Page 10of6
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Group A focused on destinations/attraction/events:
Water sheet:
It is important to create a more intimate setting with the river by bring people down to the
Nuuanu Stream water sheet and participating in water related activities such as fishing, sailing
model boats, and strolling along the esplanade.

e Fish market on boats docked along Nuuanu stream

e Boatrides

e Lantern festival

e Flower market on boats

o Water features

e Biocontrol (dams on upper end to raise water level and act as sediment control) - nice fit

for Foster Garden end with a possible water plant connection
e Dragon boat races
e Focus on closer connection to the water - boardwalk or depressing streetscape

Rest rooms:
e Maintained and manned with an usage fee located at every block
e Self cleaning fee based restroom with the outer skin acting as an interpretative display
of the history of Chinatown

Existing Trellis Structures:
e Focus on working with the existing structures
e Transform into vending areas with food, newspapers, flowers, etc.
e Art exhibition space
e Nursery
e Exercise station
e Work to smoother blend structure with surrounding landscape

Water Features:
e Interactive entertainment - water, sound, lights that people interactive creating their
own art or symphony of lights and sounds
e Hydrologic interpretative map built into the pavement of the original alignment of the
stream along with historical features such as the King’s fishpond

Gateways:
e Gateways at every intersection

e Architecturally themed to different regions of China (possibly sponsored by sister city in
China)

Japan Town:
e Bon dance festival

e Llantern lights

Aala Park:
e Community garden
e Bon Dance

Page 2 of 6
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e Potential underground parking with park on top

e Amphitheater

e Sunset at Aala Movie nights

e Lion dance festival

e Vietnamese festivals

e Play structures

e Farmer's market

e Sports - skate park, basketball, Badminton, ping pong, giant Go board!, amusement
park, ferris wheel/carousel

e Dog Park

Group B- Steve Sue, Mike Miyabara, Dana Anne Yee, Lorenda

Group B primary focused on revitalizing and creating a place that could bring more people to
Chinatown which thereby would hopefully help to clean up the area from homeless people,
dirtiness, gambling and other constraints currently expressed by some of the people interviewed
in Chinatown.

Group B wanted to create theme areas or destinations that could be future photographic
opportunities (photo-op's) while focusing on the circulation in which to move local and tourist
through the space. The following are some of the ways in which we discuss to achieve a vibrant,
active, gathering place or places for the whole community:

e CIRCULATION: The public transportation was important. Through bus, trolley, pedestrian
walking and the future rail station.

a.

C.

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL: Group B indicated a walking pedestrian trail from the future Rail
Station on Nimitz Highway that would pass the Oahu Market (photo- op), along
Hotel Street to a Sculpture at the heart of the promenade at Aala Park. The
pedestrian trail would continue to the main Marketplace area on both sides of
Nuuanu Stream between Beretania Street and North Kukui Street and continue on
both sides to North Kukui Street and on the Ewa side of Foster Botanical Garden.

TROLLEY LOOP TRAIL: Beretania Street, around Aala Park and down King Street with
stops at the Cultural Plaza corner (by the Sun Yat Sen sculpture) and stops at the bus
stops such as near the Oahu Market.

MASS TRANSIT STATION: along Nimtz with connections to the pedestrian trail.

e PHOTOGRAPHIC OPPORTUNITIES / THEME AREAS: Group B felt that it was important to

have destinations in which to attract people to a space though either providing a theme or
an element that would provide a Photo-op. Some of these ideas were to create exciting,
interesting and culturally significant spaces:

a.

MARKETPLACE and NIGHT MARKET: located in the promenade fronting the Cultural
Plaza and on the Ewa side of the Nuuanu Street. This would be marked by Entry
Markers such as a Chinatown character light post, a gateway or... The marketplace
could either remove one side of the columns and add tall tension tents that
represent the sails such as Ward Center Theaters or remove the columns and add
skinner posts (so the police can see through the space, the posts can have
characters on them such as dragons or the 12 Zodiac signs with the dates and the

Page 3 of 6
Appendix D

123



Honolulu Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study

124

American Society of Landscape Architects
Hawaii Chapter

tall removable sails for shade or for the open market, Farmers Market or Craft Fairs.
The MARKET PLACE could also have a VISITORS Booth or Information booth that
could pass out self guided tours, be a meeting place for tours, T-shirts, books of
Chinatown etc. It would create a presence to help to keep the homeless away. KCC
would be an example of a successful farmers market. And NIGHT MARKETS for
eating can be seen in Singapore and other Asian Countries. Creating a place for the
many neighboring residence can go to day and night.

b. AALA PARK: the promenade would be located along the Nuuanu Stream with a grass
and concrete seats in the bermed area / grade of the amphitheater space for
cultural performances such as hulas shows, dragon dances, ukulele performances,
(bon dances), and other activities. The Photo-OP would be at the end of the new
bridge a new sculpture.

c. NEW BRIDGE: adding a bridge from the main access to downtown to the new
promenade at Aala Park would create many Photo-Op's from the bridge looking
Makai to the Harbor and Mauka to the activity at the Marketplace. The bridge could
replicate the existing bridge at the Cultural Plaza or even more in character with
Chinatown.

d. PHOTO NODES at the center of the bridges and where the streets cross the Nuuanu
Stream.

e. GATEWAY of CHARACTER LAMP POSTS at both sides of Nuuanu Stream on Vineyard
Boulevard, Kukui Street, and Beretania Street.

f.  FACADES of HISTORICAL BUILDINGS: could work with the building owners.

g. SIGNAGE: Bronze plaques in the sidewalk marking special buildings, sites,
historically significant areas, views, and other cultural interests.

h. SIGNAGE on a THEME ELEMENT: such as a Dragon holding the cultural information
(similar to surfboards in Waikiki).

i. TAI CHI: photo-op of the Japanese Temple and the Tai Chi people.

POLICE SUBSTATION: the City building next to the mortuary is currently vacant and would
be easy to create a substation for the police located between North Kukui and Vineyard
Boulevard. The presence of police may help clean up the area. CHARLIE CHAN could be a
figure that the station could replicate even 1 officer could play the part.

SUSTAINABILITY: having an active pedestrian promenade that people can walk for exercise
because it makes a loop. Create exercise areas such as Tai Chi. (Possibility of gardens with
Chinese vegetables, rice patty fields, or taro patches to show the history). Create new
community gardens. (Foster Botanical Gardens has a successful garden).

CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES:

a. Dragon drinking fountains.

b. Dragon train (similar idea to the Christmas train at Ala Moana Shopping Center).
Bringing in the children brings in the adults who eat at the restaurants or shop at
the markets.
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¢. Chinese Zodiac of 12 months with all the years so people can search their year on
the poles or in the walkways.

d. Dragon poles. Dragon trash receptacles (or character elements). Period Furniture.

e. Interpretive signs that teach what the history and cultural significant times of the
area.

f.  Chinese character Lamp Posts with banners.

g. Maps, self guided tours to show the Sculptures such as Sun Yat Sen, significant
buildings, historical areas, cultural and social stories, etc.

h. Kiosk or elements to replicate SISTER City areas.
i. LIGHTING: period lighting or stringing lanterns (like lolani Palace).
j. LIGHTING: the Nuuanu Stream by either period lights, bollards, etc.

k. Keep up the cultural diversity in HNL Chinatown but identify a character which can
be addressed as a main reason why visitors want to pay a visit to Chinatown-
motivation drive

I.  Tours or markers or Museum to indicate the history of Chinatown:
1. Whalers.

Fishermen, Fish Auction

War and Sailors / Night life

Opium and Drug Trade

Ghost Stories

Old Chinese Village

(Japanese Culture)

© N o v~ w N

Hawaiian Culture
9. 2 Fires that formed Chinatown today

e ECONOMICS and FUNDING: Identify ways of bringing business opportunities and foot
traffic.

Q

Funding from the SISTER CITY

b. FARMERS MARKET such as KCC.

c. ART SCULPTURES, have a contest among artist for the sculptures

d. NAMING OPPORTUNITIES / ADOPT a light pole, Dragon Trash Can, etc.

e. TAX CREDIT to building owners if revitalize /paint building to a standard.

f.  Banners on Lamp Post Advertising events or creating a festive atmosphere.

e PROGRAM PLANNING: develop character and focal point for each area, provide linkage to
each area and also walking route and map signage for visitors to follow.
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a. Transit area: between Nimitz Highway and N. King Street; this is a transitioning area
receiving visitors to the “mouth” of the Riverwalk area.

b. Photo-ops scenery area: between N. King Street and Beretania Street; along/in front
of Aala Park; revitalize Aala park to become an attractive open space for various
activities; amphitheater, periodic performance, special event at night time and a
family-friendly urban park at day time.

c. Local market area: between Beretania Street and Kukui Street; work closely with the
businesses along the river inside Chinese Cultural Plaza, farmer’s market or fish
market in the day time and nigh market in the night time to attract local customers;
develop this area as a landmark of Chinatown Riverwalk area (such as a fish market
or a lei-flower market, or another neighborly farmer’s market in center of Honolulu)

d. Information center: between Kukui Street and Vineyard Blvd; this area connects the
populated Chinatown to the tranquil Foster Garden and the residential area.
Currently City-owned building along River Street can be re-use and transform to an
Information Center/Performance Center/Chinatown History Center, etc.
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Date: 12/05/10

To: HASLA

From: Lorenda Lo

Project / Event: Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study
Subject: Workshop | on December 4, 2010

Date: Saturday, December 4, 2010 from 2:30pm-5pm
Location: Chinatown Cultural Plaza, Dr. Sun Yat Sen Hall
Attendees:
A. From HASLA
e Alan Fujimori
e Dana Anne Yee
Drew Braley
Joel Kurokawa
Brian Stuhr
Brad Kurokawa
Kyle Sasaki
e Lorendalo
B. From the Community

On December 4, 2010, HASLA hosted a workshop at Chinatown Cultural Plaza, Dr. Sun Yat Sen Hall to
provide the Chinatown community and those who concern about Chinatown an update regarding the
study process; in addition, to communicate with the participants regarding their anticipations of changes
along the Nuuanu Stream. The participants included City and County representatives, City Council
representatives, business owners, residents, and media press representatives.

The program of the first workshop included as follows:
A. Present the findings to the downtown Chinatown community of the data gathering and
analysis tasks.
B. Engage the community in a brainstorming effort to identify possible opportunities and
explore potential concepts and programs for revitalization of the Nuuanu Stream Corridor.

The workshop was divided to two sessions:
Session 1: Presentation

In session 1, HASLA gave a presentation to the attendees. The presentation content included as
follows:

1. Project introduction and work progress update
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2. Site survey and existing condition analysis; this process included an analysis of the project
area and its history

The existing condition analysis focused on the opportunities and constraints of the project
study area. The elements which support this analysis included investigations of current land
use, pedestrian access, transportation and connectivity, visual resources analysis, tourist
attractions, green spaces, facilities, sense of place, and current social context, vice versa.

The history analysis was presented on the first workshop. It focused primarily on the overall
history of Honolulu’s Chinatown but also provided information in regard to historic
landmarks along the Nuuanu Stream, and the before-and-after comparisons.

3. Introduce the concept of placemaking

At the first workshop, the concept of placemaking was introduced to assist participants with
the understanding of good programs being planned out for bringing in good design
strategies. The concept was further developed to the Power of Ten that was used as an early
process of designing a good community program for the Nuuanu Stream Corridor. The
Power of Ten is a list of ten ideas/steps that lead to the creation of a great waterfront. The
ten steps are as follows:

1) Look first at the public space

2) Make sure that public goals are the primary objectives

3) Build on existing assets and contexts

4) Create a shared community vision- should be a citizen-driven initiative

5) Create multiple use destinations by tapping the Power of 10

6) Connect destinations along the water

7) Maximize opportunities for public access

8) Balance environmental benefits with human needs

9) Start small to make big changes

10) Conduct a good management program / system

Session 2: Brainstorming
A brainstorming session was formed in the second part of the first workshop. The goal of this

session was to fully understand the community needs and the key focus HASLA should pay attention
to. The participants were divided to four groups. Each group was led by an HASLA facilitator to make
sure the discussion run smoothly, additionally, to collect information regarding community concerns
and community anticipations. In general, the participants wanted to find a solution for resolving the
current issues including homelessness, safety and security, sanitation, and environmental health.
The participants also raised innovative ideas for future activities and programs which may be
provided along the Nuuanu Stream.

Summarize team ideas

Each team had different ideas and point of view toward designing their ideal waterfront.
The activities may be different but the primary goals are similar. These goals included
e Preserve cultural and historical values; form a culture center or history museum;

e Provide better connections crossing over the stream and to the surrounding facilities;
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e Host events related to water and arts;

e Revitalize the study area to include user-friendly facilities such as trellis, benches, etc.;

e Resolve current issues such as group gambling, drug-dealing, homeless-camping, right-
of-way cleaning, etc. ; and

e Think locally as the residents and employees within the study area are primary users.

Ideas from four groups are listed as below:
Group 1:
e Children-/Family- friendly walk
e Fitness walk / loop
e Murals- art walls
e Gateways
e Cultural day each month
e Street closures
e Canoe/kayak
e Toy boat/remote control boat race
e Rubber duck
e Fish vessel
e Outdoor dining / café
e  Multi-cultural
e Farmers market
e Venders
e Tours- historic interpretive
e Bike lanes
e Riverwalk program / event
e Boys Day / Girls Day
e Skateboard events
e Movies in park
e Dragon boat festival
e Lantern festival
e Candlelight / boat ceremony
e Sculptural park- close to Aala
e Museums
e More midblock crossings
e Info kiosk
e Community event
e Fishing
e Community garden
e Improved lighting / security
e Improve intersection crossing
e  Walks- footprint / self-guidance
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Group 2:

e Beautify and connect

e Rail connection

e Botanical garden connections

e Chinatown kiosk / info center

e Historic markers

e Tram/ trolley for coming to Chinatown

e Walking tours

e Temporary homeless shelter — Housing at Aala Park
e Public / private partnerships

e Integrated community

e Think local

e Promote Chinatown as destination

e Farmer’s market

e History walk

e Temple hosted events

e River events such as ducks, dragon boat, fireworks
e Restroom facilities

e Designate river as park space

e Dog park

Group 3:
e Chinese / Japanese Garden, Teahouse
e Garden club
e Cafes
e Festivals, games, gondola rides
e Light show on buildings
e Museum
e Taichi/ martial arts
e Swing dancing
e Pool/ billiards

e Artgallery
e Promenade / art walk
e Parking

e Dealing with Homeless- pay them to clean the park; partner with organization
e Jogging path

e Story telling

e Tourist information booth

e International days

e Cultural plaza promote better stages

e Activities such as children acting and educational

e Chinese immigration museum
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Group 4:

A good program for homeless

A good program for promoting the merchants along the River

Ma & Pa stores need to stay

Clean team needs to work harder for the streets

Homeless shelter / food stand should be moved to behind the Downtown Affordable
More benches along the river

More public restrooms, but restroom needs to be managed / guarded

No blockage of the view

Outdoor dining / outdoor cafe

Identify bus stops, lack of sitting area

Movies in front of the Credit Union parking space- use the bridge as sitting area,
showing stories about Chinatown

Chinese history center

More street lights

Better signage

Use Aala Park as a sports arena including baseball, basketball, tennis, etc.

Have a stage in Aala Park

A space for more tai chi program- tai chi location can be in front of the mission location
More linkages between both sides of the river

Picture landmarks

Children’s waterfront park where kids can enjoy after school

Central location area for trash drop off (for the merchants and restaurants)

Better connection between Riverwalk and Downtown and Kalihi

Can bring in more young people, maybe having more bars like on Hotel Street; or just go
to Hotel Street to ask those youngsters what they want to see along the river

Better walking and jogging path / trails along the river

Encourage more senior-friendly programs

Everything needs to build upon the foundation- no need to bring in new structures or
too many new programs, maintain the existing ones, renovate the existing ones
Think locally- don’t focus on tourist visit too much. Need to create a good environment
for the people who live in Chinatown
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Stakeholders

Howard Lum (LSHT & CCORSH)

Wes Fong (CCORSH)

Lee Stack (Chinatown Improvement District (CID))
Roland Louie (Mun Lun School)

Richard Miyao (Izumo Taisha)

Jerry Andrade (Borthwick Mortuary)

Elizabeth Stack (CID)

Alan Stack (CID)

Lynn Vesquez (Slippah Foundation)
Bernadette Young

Joseph Young (Lung Doo Benevolent Society)
Liana Benn (Royal Kitchen)

Robert Cooper (Norpac Group)

City and County of Honolulu

Ann Chung
Alenka Remec

ASLA Hawaii Chapter

Alan Fujimori
Chris Dacus
Lorenda Lo

Meeting Process:

Meeting started around quarter after 1pm by introducing ASLA Hawaii Chapter and the key members
responsible for this project to the stakeholders. A project was presented, including how this project was
initiated, and the current work process.

The update was followed by a two-hour discussion regarding the current issues and possible programs
to solve the problems. Major concerns brought up repeatedly by the attendees included homeless,
sanitary, and security issues along the river. The majority of stakeholders emphasized the need to first
“fix the existing problems then later provide landscape design solutions” as the best way to making the
Riverwalk area better. A few stakeholders agreed that it is possible to solve the current problems and to
develop a landscape solution concurrently.

Meeting finished around 4pm. Brainstorming session that previously planned (see 2/25 meeting agenda)
was not performed due to time constraint. Items discussed during the meeting were listed below.

Issues:

1. How will this project be funded? How do you define the funding?
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a. Need to determine stakeholder activities and process to determine possible funding

sources. It is important to establish common vision for stakeholders to rally around.
2. Did anyone contact the councilman? Tulsi Tamayo needs to know about this project.

a. ASLA: Announcements were publicized on the radio and fliers were sent out to the
various stakeholder groups.

3. What is the deliverable for this project?

a. The deliverable is a programming document that identifies a vision, destinations and
activities that stakeholders want to see on the Riverwalk.

4. Why does the project have such a wide boundary? Who define the project boundary?

a. ASLA defined the boundary to identify a transition zone that might affect what we do to
at the Riverwalk. In following discussions, the concern was about impacts to private land
uses that LS did not feel appropriate being done by this study. ASLA clearly identified
that the scope of this work was to focus on the public zones of the project area.

5. What is the existing grant application? Who funded it?

a. The existing funding for the overall Chinatown study has been put on hold due to budget
constraints. However the programming document that is the deliverable will help
identify other sources of funding.

6. The following comments and issues were the major focus of discussion during this workshop.
a. The urgent fixes are security, safety and cleanliness. There is no need to change the

existing landscape.

“We have something (landscape) in place already”

“Community doesn’t support this project”

“Need to differentiate between Chinatown users and outsiders”

© oo o

“Need to start with basics above” (core items)
f.  “Instead of study, work on fundamentals”
7. Some of the things may be good for Chinatown but basic problems need to be fixed first.
8. Safety: need to fix the basic problem- this place needs security
a. Gun problem
b. Additional police patrols
c. Needto be 24/7
9. Private property is not available for redevelopment because there is none available. All
properties from Vineyard to Aala are all developed
a. March-June each year there are activities for the temple/shrine
b. Aala Park: unsanitary facilities
c. Benches along the river are not going to work
10. Health:
a. Water quality issues with the river
b. Sanitation problems such as urine and defecation on storefronts by the homeless.
c. Restrooms are dangerous places for drug dealers and users.
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Notifying stakeholders:
a. Downtown, Kalihi, Palama Neighborhood Board unaware of initial meeting (re:
12/4/2010 public workshop)
b. Someone should contact/invite Neighborhood Board 13
c. ASLA should talk to HPD; Prosecutor; DOH
Solve core elements first then take care of improvements.
a. Before, the area was power wash 2-3 times a week, currently only 1 time every two
months
b. Conflict with social services and homeless
c. Need to step up services
Cleaning is the key element to improving this place
Structure of this planning process is not right. Need to get input from all, including departments,
then present to the public rather than running in circles. City council is planning a more
comprehensive strategy of Chinatown
Royal Kitchen:
a. Gambling and drug dealings took down the trellis.
b. Power wash is a must
c. Crosswalk across Vineyard at mid-block should be established
d. Provide bathrooms
Core solutions:
a. Security: Police patrol, security cameras, etc.
b. Sanitation: Power wash, more bathrooms, vector control (i.e., food collection near the
river),
Vector control: Rubbish is put out by merchants right after work in late afternoon and pick up is
in the morning, which provides the opportunity for rats to feed on rubbish.
a. No secure closing containers are used and standard city containers cannot be serviced
from the sidewalk because of the awnings.
b. Unions don’t allow changes in pick up schedule to minimize trash exposure for the rats.
Homeless: Issue- how to take care of them
a. Concentration of service providers in the area makes the homeless problem more acute.
b. Need to put the food stand somewhere else where they don’t affect anyone
c. Asolution is to dilute the homeless presence with more activities that bring in more
people and visitors to the area.
Shared responsibilities: Owners and tenants feel they are doing their share
a. Effort seems to be done TO Chinatown rather than BY Chinatown
The existing ordinance for a Chinatown Master Plan:
e DPP has dropped the$300k study for this cycle.
What is the City going to do about the core issues?
e City needs to solve the current issues first- i.e., garbage; graffiti; homeless
e From then we can move forward- i.e., beautification
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22. What does a landscape architect do? How to define landscape architects?

e Landscape architects are contextual design experts with an intimate understanding of
the physical, environmental and social issues that shape spaces. Contextually, landscape
architects study the framework of landscape elements that make a sense of place and
design improvements that protect and enhance that local context. Hawaii has many
unique spaces and one of them is River Street.
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Date: 8/22/11

To: HASLA

From: Lorenda Lo

Project / Event: Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization and Downtown Connectivity Study
Subject: Workshop Il on August 20, 2011

Date: Saturday, August 20, 2011 from 11:30am-2pm
Location: Chinatown Cultural Plaza, Empress Restaurant
Attendees:
e HASLA Hosts
e Alan Fujimori
e lorendalo
e Community Participants (see attached workshop sign in sheet)

Purpose of this Workshop:
e Brief current findings and brainstorming results of 4 groups from 1* workshop
e Present activity matrix and composite plan, which is based on the 1* workshop result
e Introduce “Ten Considerations” to the public, select top five priorities
e Attendee suggestions and input

Workshop Progress:
1* session: Introduction

e The workshop started from a brief introduction of the Chinatown Riverwalk Revitalization Study,
including how the project was initiated, how this study has been operated, and the support from
City and County of Honolulu, Office of Economic Development.

e The goal of this study—identify ways to improve the social, economic, and environmental
qualities of the Nuuanu Stream Corridor-- was introduced. The definition of place-making and
the advantages of place-making reversing the weak social and physical health trends were
introduced.

e Project area was reduced and the boundary of the study now includes only the public space and
right-of-way with no private parcel areas.

e A brief review of the results from the 1° workshop (December 4, 2010) was presented. The
review included the identification of the potential Riverwalk vision, destinations and related
activities from each of the four working groups that participated in the workshop.

2™ session: Findings
e An activity matrix was introduced along with a composite plan. The matrix was a compilation of
activities, their locations, and the frequency they were mentioned by the groups. The most
desired activities/programs such as dragon boats, sport activities, a cultural center, special
events, better bridge connection across the river, outdoor dining, installing information kiosks,
etc. were located on the composite plan.
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e HASLA identified fundamental issues that need to be addressed in order to restore and maintain
civic life or pride along the Riverwalk. These issues include the homeless, sanitation,
safety/security, and utility. Ten Considerations were identified as potential HASLAs’
recommendations for the Riverwalk. These focused on issues but were inclusive of the
prevailing vision, urban design principles, and activity typologies.

e The Considerations were rank ordered based on the vote by audience placing markers on their
top five considerations.

e Priorities were developed from the natural breaks in the voting. Five priorities or phases were
identified.

e Discussion followed.

e Ten Considerations, Rank Order, and Priority Level were listed as attached document

3" session: Discussion
e Participants raised questions / concerns, and provided suggestions regarding the resolution for

current issues including

Future grant/funding resources

Fundamental issues and current ordinance

Restoration of shading structures

Community coordination and self-patrol group

Gambling issue

Education to help improve current unethical user behavior

Coordination with the City

Self-support group to help get funding in the future

DOT future changes and related matters

Clarification of the Study focus in terms of study boundary and who should involve

AV NN N N N N NN
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CHIWTONN BUSNESS & COMMUNTY ASSOCTON
FATLARENT

1181 Wanaka Street Honolulu Hawaii 96818 Tel: 808-391-4350
email: clskwock@aol.com clskwock@gmail.com

November 17, 2011
Ms. Lorenda Lo
Chair/River Walk/Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall Study

Aloha Chair Lorenda:

Chinatown Business & Community Association (CBCA) has stated on record at
several neighborhood board meetings as well as at your second River Walk Study
and also meetings with Alan Fujimori that we support the following improvements
and hope you will be able to include them in your Report to OED:

First off, we would like to commend you and Alan Fujimori on the seriousness you
took and the thoroughness of the workshops, gathering as many people and
groups as you both did.

CBCA's position:
Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall/River Walk

1. On Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall/ We interviewed adjoining merchants, community
leaders, residents and took photos of the current River Walk areas which include
people using it as a major thoroughfare, some for gambling, sitting and taking in
the River.

2. We feel strongly that the Trellises need to be restored with major improvements
to provide, roof cover, shade and ambience - the Trellises may need to be relocated
closer to the River and have a higher transparent roof to prevent drug sellers
hiding drugs into the rafters of the Trellises and at the same time allow HPD
visible views from helicopter patrol. Additionally it will help reduce opposition from
Royal Kitchen on gamblers directly across their store front.

3. We recommend tall planter boxes along the thoroughfare to allocate a proper
separation of a dedicated wide walk way separating the walk way closest to
Chinese Cultural Plaza to allow a wider thoroughfare for lion dancing, for large
parades like we do once a year with Double 10 Festival and other parades around
the Chinese Cultural Plaza.
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4. Assemble seating areas closer to the River and have shade trees and flowering
plants to add color. Asian plants/flowers would be most appropriate. Nearby
senior housing residents and Chinese school students, lion dancing schools can
all utilize the Dr. SUN YAT SEN PARK more if it is rearranged.

5. Move existing Trellises in between open seating areas to add seating for
Community use - such as meetings or picnics or birthday parties - to create a
gathering areas for community activities. The rebuilt Trellises should have an
Asian theme to complement this area of historic temples and gardens.

6. A Citizens Patrol for Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall be set up with HPD Community
Policing with local Chinese speaking patrol members to speak to and educate
users who are engaged in illegal activities to control blight and encourage greater
public usage. Suggest Roland Louie, Joe Young and Johnny Ing to lead DR. SYS
Park Patrol as they are versed with different Chinese dialects and many of these
gamblers come from their "DOOS" or villages.

7. Dr. Sun Yat Sen Statue - this is a revered statue and has commanded many
foreign VIPs and regular visits as well as students and mainland visitors - hence
the need to heighten the importance of this park with better maintenance and
reduction of illegal activities.

8. Work with Chinese Cultural Plaza management and its owner, the Taipei
Economic & Cultural Office (TECO)'s Director General, Paul Chang to help
adopt/monitor the park and maybe able to create night markets or other food
events/festivals on a regular basis to promote business & culture.

9. Regular HPD patrol and park rules enforcement and perhaps a HPD Koisk so
that visible uniform police officers can work out of there and certainly this will
help improve the current situation.

10. Perhaps create a Dr. Sun Yat Sen Mall Business Improvement District (BID)
with property owner and stake holders and use this as the umbrella entity to

create business/cultural activities healthy to the park.

Mahalo!

Chu Lan Shubert-Kwock
President, CBCA
391-4350 clskwock@aol.com
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