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ISLAND VOICES

Housing and homelessness: Let’s stick with what works

By Marc Alexander

T he Hawall Legislature
1s at acnitical juncture
as various bills ad-
dressing housing and home-
lessness enter their final
stage. Much of the attention
has been focusad on so-
called “ohana zone™ propos-
als, the definition of which
no one seems to agree on.
The “ohana zones” that
some lawmakers are de-
scribing seem similar to safe
zones, which are not sale
and don't work. We think it's
time for the Legislature to
focus on what we know does
work and truly helps our
vilnerable homelass citt
rens and the community as
a whole.

Last year. Honolulu expe-
rienced only a 0.4 percent in-
cease in homelessness. In
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fact, the City and County of
Honolulu has a lower rate of
homelessness than cities
like Seattle (thelr homeless-
ness count increased by 9
percent), Las Vegas, San
Francisco, San Diego and
Los Angeles.

Of course, here locally,
people remain frustrated be-
cause the visible and unshel
terad homeless population
continues to Increase, de
spite the progress we have

made in shelterad
homeless persons into hous-
ing, especially families (14
percent fewer homeless fam-
fltes tn 2017),

| believe thal everyone —
every child, woman and
man — neads a home in or-
der to truly prosper. | also
believe that the only perma-
nent solution to homeless-
ness Is housing with an
effective support system. in-
cluding mental health and
addiction services,

For most of Honolulu's
1,159 chronieally homeless
persons — those struggling
with mental lliness, addic-
tion and phivsical disabilities
— Housing First Is the Inter-
vention of cholce. Housing
First provides housing with-
out condition, offers affec-
tive services to chents, and
both the city and state Hous-

ing First have
demonstrated excellent ra-
sults.

In fact, the Untversity of
Hawall's evaluation of tha
city's Housing First program
showed that 89 percent of
clients remainad in housing
after two years, In addition,
64 percent were less likely to
visit an emargency room
and 61 percent less likely (o
be arrested. It is estimated
that an unsheltered home-
less person costs the com-
mumnity $40,000 to $80 000
annually, while Housing First
costs betwaen $20,000 to
$30,000 per person. per year.

As state and city govern-
ment continues to address
the creation of more afford-
able housing, one of the

most promising approaches
Is public-private partner-
ships, as seen recently In

Kahaki Village. On Jan. 12,

30 homeless familles (114 In-

dividuals, including 64 chil-
dren’) moved Into thelr own
homes complate with kitch-
ens and bathrooms and
were no longer counted
among the homeless popu-
lation.

The mitial. first phaseof
the project took six months
and one day to complete,
from breaking to
move-in. When the full array
of 153 units Is completed,
the cost per unit will be less
than §130,000, including In-
frastructure,

We need to keep expand-
ing programs and projects
like Housing First and Ka-
hautki Village that deliver
prmmandtnst-ﬂhcumr@-
sults, and not waste Hme on
fafled and hard to define so-
Clal experiments. In addi-

tion, we need to expand
other programs that move
people into housing and
help keep them housed
once thov're there, inchading
mental health services, ad-
diction services, housing
subsidies, effective out-
reach, navigation centers
and LEAD (Law Enforcemen
Assisted Diversion).

Finally, we need to sup-
port and expand proven
programs that increase ai-
fordable Including
the state Rental Re
volving Fund and Dwelling
Unit Rev: Fund.

We know what works. It's
time for our tors to ex
ercise clear leadership and
fund initiatives with proven
results that rallv help to
thoss who are among the
most vulnerable In our com:
munity.




