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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2013
WAIKIKI COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Robert Finley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.; with a quorum of 10 members 
present. Note: This 17-member Board requires nine (9) members to establish a quorum and to take official Board 
action. Chair Finley welcomed everyone to the Board meeting. 

Board Members Present: Jo-Ann Adams (arrived at 7:04 p.m.), Les Among, Jeff Apaka, John Dew, Louis 
Erteschik, Robert Finley, Walt Flood, Liz Larson, William Lofquist, Michael Peters, Jim Poole, Mark Smith (arrived 
at 7:05 p.m.), and Mary Simpson (arrived at 7:10 p.m.). 

Board Members Absent: Jeffrey Merz, John Moore and Rachel Simmons.

Vacancies: There is one vacancy in Sub District One.

Guests: Robert Humbugger, Helen Sweatt, Captain Albert McCollum (Honolulu Fire Department), Dominic Dias 
(Board of Water Supply), Director Toni Robinson (Department of Parks and Recreation/Mayor’s Representative), 
Richard Sparks, C. Francis Chun, Lauren Easley (Senator Brickwood Galuteria’s Office), Marie and Don Simrich, 
Anne and Bob Coal, Jan Bappe, Sue Felix, Pat Winston, Karl Christ, Rie and Ashley Tomoko, Frank Byrnes, 
Corey Dillman, Lehua Pureda, Micah Munekata (Councilmember Stanley Chang’s Office), Kahu Manu Mook,
Lieutenant Dien Shearer (Hoolulu Police Department), Lynn Fallin (Governor’s Representative), Rick Egged 
(Waikiki Improvement Association), and Leland S.M. Ribac (Neighborhood Commission Office staff). 

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Albert McCollum reported:

 Fire Statistics for March 2013: Fire statistics included 4 structure fires, 3 rubbish fires, 1 vehicle fire, 178 
medical emergencies, 5 search and rescues, and 18 miscellaneous emergencies.

 Fire Safety Tip: Building identification is critical for emergency responders to identify the correct location. 
All numbers should be readily seen from the roadway, and should be at least two inches in height, and a 
different color from the background. This will assist first responders in identifying the correct location. 

Board member Adams arrived at 7:04 p.m.; a quorum of 11 members present.

Board member Smith arrived at 7:05 p.m.; a quorum of 12 members present. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Identification Inspections: It was noted that HFD does provide fire inspections for apartment and larger 
buildings. Identification numbers are part of the inspection process. HFD will inform the building owner if 
needed. It was noted citations are not usually given, as it is more of an educational approach. 

2. Kuhio Avenue Construction: A community member raised concern with the large amount of construction 
on Kuhio Avenue, and the inability for emergency vehicles to pass. Captain McCollum noted that HFD is 
equipped with navigation devices, and are able to use alternative routes. 

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Lieutenant Dien Shearer reported:

Crime Statistics for March 2013: Crime statistics included 6 citations for loud noise complaints, 15 loud 
muffler complaints, 2 general peddling citations, 7 general peddling arrests, 22 liquor sidewalk citations, 1 
liquor sidewalk arrest, 7 prostitute arrests, 336 park closure warnings and 94 park closure citations. 
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Board member Simpson arrived at 7:10 p.m.; a quorum of 13 members present. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Park Closure Citations: It was noted that 94 citations were issued for park closure violations, no arrests 
were made. It was questioned the fines assessed per violation; Lieutenant Shearer to follow up. 

2. Noise Complaints: A community member referenced the 15 loud muffler citations. Lieutenant Shearer 
noted that HPD continues to address the loud muffler issue. Several complaints have been raised by 
business owners and residents in the Waikiki area. 

3. Camping on Beach: A community member noted that homeless individuals have moved onto the beach. It 
was noted that the issue was previously raised and HPD is working with the State Department of Land 
and Natural Resources (DLNR) to address the issue. 

4. Refuse Truck Noise Nuisance: A community member raised concerns with the beeping noises caused by 
refuse trucks in the early mornings. The resident has documented the refuse collection companies, dates 
and times. Lieutenant Shearer noted that there is a specific start time when collections can be done. A 
Board member suggested the resident contact the collection companies and inform them of the concern. 

5. Hawaii Convention Center: A community member raised concerns with the homeless near the Hawaii 
Convention Center, near Nohua Street and Kalakaua Avenue. Lieutenant Shearer noted that the area is 
covered by HPD District 7, and could not answer for that detail. 

Board of Water Supply (BWS): Dominic Dias reported:

 Water Main Breaks: There were no water main breaks reported in March. However, a recent main break 
occurred on April 6, 2013 fronting the International House of Pancakes (IHOP) on Ala Moana Boulevard. 
There are currently no BWS construction projects in the area. 

 General Water Announcements: Beginning on April 24, 2013, BWS and the Department of Environmental 
Services (ENV) will begin offering customers the option to view and pay water and wastewater bills 
online. To utilize the BWS ePay option, customers must first register for the service online. MasterCard 
and Visa credit cards will be accepted, debit cards are not accepted at this time. For more information on 
the BWs ePay option call 748-5000 or visit www.boardofwatersupply.com. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Monthly Service Charge: Concerns were raised regarding the $7 monthly service charge, noting that 
since the billing cycles have gone from bi-monthly to monthly, residents are paying double on the service 
fees. Dias noted that the service fees are used to offset the costs of billing.  

2. Construction Coordination: A community member suggested better coordination in construction projects, 
noting that roadways are dug up, sealed and then re-dug up. It was noted State and City departments do 
try to coordinate projects throughout the island. 

3. Solar Water Heaters: A Board member suggested that community members look into possible solar water 
options, noting that the cost of water bills may go down when utilizing solar power.

4. Beretania Office Space: A Board member questioned the status of the sale of the BWS Beretania offices. 
Dias explained that in an effort to increase revenue, a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the purchase of 
the office spaces has been released. The RFP is open to all buyers. 

Neighborhood Plan §2-14-106 Three Absence Notice Jeff Apaka: Chair Finley noted that per the Neighborhood 
Plan, Board members are notified after accumulating three absences. The Board has the opportunity to discuss 
the Board member’s absences. It was noted Board member Apaka has accumulated three absences. Apaka 
noted he is willing to continue his service on the Neighborhood Board.
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Flood moved and Among seconded that the Waikiki Neighborhood Board retain Jeff Apaka as a Board 
member. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 13-0-0, (Aye: Adams, Among, Apaka, Dew, Erteschik, 
Finley, Flood, Larson, Lofquist, Peters, Poole, Smith and Simpson).

Without objection by the Board, Chair Finley took the agenda out of order to hear the Legislature Update report. 
Chair Finley turned the gavel over to Vice Chair Erteschik at 7:28 p.m.

Legislature Update: Vice Chair Erteschik reported that concerns have been raised regarding Senate Bill (SB) 237 
and House Bill (HB) 865. Board member Larson provided Board members an informational handout highlighting 
both measures. Board member Larson to highlight the following: 

 Summary of Measures: Both legislative measures would provide the State Department of Education 
(DOE) and possibly the Lieutenant Governor the authority to lease public school property for 50 years to 
private companies in order to generate revenues to upgrade public schools. Private developers can then 
develop workforce housing or other developments. 

Decision for the use of public school lands normally fall under the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
(BLNR). DOE and the Lieutenant Governor would select two pilot schools. The bills do not specify which 
schools will be selected. The bill requires that the Legislature be informed of the plans at the beginning of 
each legislative session for three (3) years, and that the pilot programs be established by that time.

 Jefferson Elementary School: Concerns have been raised that Jefferson Elementary School will be one of 
the pilot schools selected. The school sits on almost 15 acres of land. The Principal of Jefferson 
Elementary School has testified in support of HB865. It was stated at a public hearing that Ala Wai 
Elementary, Waikiki Elementary, and Jefferson Elementary were all considered. A comment was also 
made at the same hearing, noting the possibility of schools being part of high rise buildings. 

 Financial Analysis: An estimated $10.5 million per year could be generated from a 50-year lease on the 
Jefferson Elementary School property. This is estimated by calculating the 15-acres at an estimated $200 
per square feet and a going lease rate at 8% per year. 

 Suggestive Options: Board members were presented with several options highlighted in the report. It was 
noted that the Board could support amending the proposals, or oppose the measures. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Student Enrollment: Concerns were raised with the projected student enrolment at Jefferson Elementary 
School. Larson noted that enrollment has increased in the last five years. Approximately 400 students are 
enrolled this school year. Comments were made noting the possibility of schools combining students. 

2. Schools in High Rise: Several concerns were raised regarding the possibility of having a school located in 
a high rise building. Parents oppose this concept, noting the multiple safety and security concerns 
associated in high rise buildings. Parents noted that safety should be a top priority for all schools. 

3. Waikiki Comprehensive Plan: Several comments noted that the closure of Jefferson Elementary School is 
not part of the overall Waikiki Comprehensive Plan. Several residents noted that Waikiki is over populated 
and another high rise is not a good idea.

4. Support for Jefferson Elementary: Several parents and educators of Jefferson Elementary School spoke 
in opposition to both bills. Parents spoke in support of Jefferson Elementary School. An educator 
suggested Board members volunteer and see what the school has accomplished.  

5. 21st Century Education: Governor’s Representative Lynn Fallin has worked in the education system in 
the past, and suggested residents look at the possibilities the measures may bring. Fallin noted that an 
area school on the Big Island was able to work with private developers in creating the school. 

6. Children’s Education: Residents spoke in opposition to the possibility of losing Jefferson Elementary 
School, noting this is only the school remaining in Waikiki. Residents noted that children are the future. 
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Vice Chair Erteschik returned the gavel to Chair Finley at 8:00 p.m.

7. Timely Response/Action: Chair Finley noted that as the Bills were not stated on the agenda. It has been 
suggested the Board add the items to tonight’s agenda. The Bills are moving through the Legislature. The 
Board may loose the opportunity to provide testimony if action is not taken tonight. 

8. Add Agenda Item: Among moved and Flood seconded to add Senate Bill 237 and House Bill 865 to 
tonight’s agenda. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 13-0-0, (Aye: Adams, Among, Apaka, 
Dew, Erteschik, Finley, Flood, Larson, Lofquist, Peters, Poole, Smith and Simpson).

Senate Bill 237 and House Bill 865: Erteschik moved and Flood seconded that the Waikiki Neighborhood 
Board No. 9 oppose any inclusion of Jefferson Elementary School in Senate Bill 237 and House Bill 865. 

Discussion followed: Friendly Amendment: Board member Adams provided a friendly amendment to the motion. 
Whereas, the Jefferson Elementary School is the only elementary school within the bounds of Waikiki; 
whereas, Waikiki is an area of dense development; whereas, our keiki are in particular need of open 
space; whereas, part of the responsibility as a Neighborhood Board is to create, maintain and preserve 
the neighborhood nature of Waikiki. The amendment was supported by Erteschik and Flood.

A brief recess was taken at 8:15 p.m. to define the exact motion. The meeting resumed at 8:30 p.m. 

Erteschik moved and Flood seconded that whereas, the Jefferson Elementary School is the only 
elementary school within the bounds of Waikiki; whereas, Waikiki is an area of dense development; 
whereas, our keiki are in particular need of open space; whereas, part of the responsibility as a 
Neighborhood Board is to create, maintain and preserve the neighborhood nature of Waikiki, the Waikiki 
Neighborhood Board oppose any attempt to redevelop Jefferson Elementary School or in clued it in the 
pilot program. The motion was ADOPTED, 12-0-1, (Aye: Adams, Among, Apaka, Dew, Erteschik, Finley, 
Larson, Lofquist, Peters, Poole, Smith and Simpson; Abstain: Flood).

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS:

Water and Ocean Pollution: A community member raised concerns regarding pollution of the ocean, noting that 
the concern affects everyone in Hawaii, including the tourism industry. Chair Finley noted that Board member 
Among has been an advocate of the issue, and has worked with the Governor’s Representative. 

Board Member Among’s Last Meeting: Board member Among announced that tonight would be his last Board 
meeting, noting his resignation after tonight. Among thanked the Board and community for working together for 
the past 17 years of his service on the Neighborhood Board. Applause followed. 

ELELCTED OFFICIALS AND OTHERS:

Mayor’s Representative: Director Toni Robinson reported:

 Paoakalani Avenue Sidewalk: According to the Department of Design and Construction (DDC), improved 
sidewalks, including concrete sidewalks, could be constructed under the Improvement District (I.D.) 
process. The I.D. process is a method of financing the cost of the proposed improvement project. The I.D. 
process requires that the community support and initiate improvement through their councilmember. 

 Uluniu Street and Kalakaua Avenue: The Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) worked on repairs to 
a street light at Uluniu Street and Kalakaua Avenue. Work was completed on March 15, 2013

 City Bus Route 13: Mayor Caldwell and Department of Transportation Services (DTS) Director Formby 
were pleased to announce that Bus Route 13 frequency will be increased to every 15 minutes, restored 
from 20 minutes) in August 2013.

 Liliuokalani Avenue Vacant Lots: An investigation of both vacant properties, 2468 Cleghorn Street and 
302 Liliuokalani Avenue was conducted by the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP). Both sites 
were cited for building without the proper permits. 
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 TheBus Service Concerns: DTS noted that many active employees already utilize the bus services and 
understand the community concerns. Residents with specific concerns or incidents may choose to call the 
department at 848-4500 or visit the website; www.TheBus.org. 

 Ala Wai Sewage Repair Update: The final phase of the Beachwalk Wastewater Pump Station (WWPS) 
Force Main project that commenced in 2010 has the entire new pipe micro-tunneled into place and will be 
put into operation soon. There are still some final work items being done in three of the six construction 
shafts. When this is completed, the temporary bypass system, also known as the black noodle, will be 
removed from the Ala Wai Canal.

 Rail Operators: The Operation Control Center (OCC) for the Honolulu Rail will be equipped with state of 
the art computer technologies to monitor, control trail operation, and respond to passengers’ inquires. The 
OCC will be attended by system operation personnel 24-hours, seven days a week. Driver certified roving 
service attendants at passenger stations will provide assistance to passengers and respond to incidents. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Paoakalani Avenue Sidewalk: A resident noted that the Paoakalani Avenue sidewalk concern has been 
ongoing for about 10 years. It was noted that the community did get assistance from Councilmember 
Chang’s office on the issue. Robinson explained that the I.D. request can be made through City Council.

2. Management of TheBus: A community member raised concerns regarding the management of TheBus 
system. The resident noted that the concern was also raised at City Council. It was noted riders are faced 
with safety issues, such as large containers and tripping hazards, which may lead to potential lawsuits. 

3. Uluniu Street Sidewalk Work: A community member noted that following the March regular meeting, the 
plywood and sandbags on the sidewalk were removed. However, the community member noted that the 
work was completed months ago, and the contractor forgot to remove the items. 

4. Kalakaua Avenue Clock: A community member noted that there is a clock on the makai side of Kalakaua 
Avenue that is slow by 10 minutes. It was requested the clock be fixed to reflect the correct time. 
Robinson noted she is familiar with the clock and will follow up and report back next month. 

5. Rail Project Accessibility: A community member questioned how the rail system will accommodate riders 
with wheelchairs. It was noted that bus drivers usually aide wheelchair passengers; however if the rail 
system is completely operated otherwise, no aide would be provided. 

6. Bus Restroom Facilities: A community member raised concern with the lack of restroom facilities for bus 
routes, noting that Alapai Transit Station only has two restrooms and there are no facilities in Waikiki. It 
was requested bus stop restroom facilities be provided in Waikiki.

Chair Finley relinquished the gavel to Vice Chair Erteschik at 8:48 p.m.

Governor’s Representative: Lynn Fallin reported that the illegal bulky item dumpsite near the Ala Wai Boat Harbor 
has been cleared. Harbor employees will monitor the area weekly, as the items seem to accumulate over time. 
Residents may continue to report the offense in the future. 

Vice Chair Erteschik returned the gavel to Chair Finley at 8:51 p.m.

Questions, comments and concerns:

1. Privatization of Beaches: A Board member raised concerns with the possibility of hotels privatizing the 
beach area fronting their establishment. It was noted the beach fronting the Moana Surf Rider Hotel has 
been occupied with cabanas, which now prohibit residents from using the area. 

2. Letter to the Editor: A resident raised concerns regarding a Letter to the Editor article in the Honolulu Star 
Advertiser, referencing the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) and Governor Abercrombie. Fallin requested 
to read the article, and noted that she will follow up on the issue. 
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Councilmember Stanley Chang: Micah Munekata reported:

 Waikiki Entrance Signage: The Councilmember is aware of the lack of signage as you enter Waikiki. DTS 
has indicated that signs will be provided for the entrances of Waikiki. DTS has also indicated that they do 
have several traffic studies pertinent to the district if needed. 

 Kuhio Avenue Sidewalk: Councilmember Chang’s office has been made aware of the sidewalk on Kuhio 
Avenue. The concern has been forwarded to DTS and DPP, no response has been provided at this time. 

 City Council Bill 7: The proposal prohibits placing, constructing, and maintaining objects on sidewalks and 
permits the City to immediately remove the nuisances. The bill passed second reading before the full City 
Council on March 20, 2013 and Public Safety & Economic Development Committee on March 25, 2013.

 Community Walk: Councilmember Chang and staff members walked Waikiki with Lieutenant Shearer and 
had the chance to speak with homeless individuals. The Councilmember continues to work on issues on 
homeless and illegal activities occurring in the area. 

 Resolution 13-55: Copies of the resolution was provided. The resolution requests an immediate action 
plan to address the health and safety issues associated with concentrations of homeless in the City.

Board member Apaka retired from the meeting at 8:55 p.m.; a quorum of 12 members present.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Community Suffer: A Board member noted that with the continued efforts to address issues island-wide, 
regular citizens are suffering the consequences. An example was provided, noting that to deter sleeping 
at bus stops, the benches were removed. However, regular citizens are now forced to stand and wait.  

2. Supportive Approach: A Board member supported Councilmember Chang’s position on addressing the 
homeless issue. The issue has been longstanding in the community, and the Councilmember has brought 
a new perspective and approach to addressing the issue. 

3. Proposed Smoking Ban: A Board member raised concern regarding the proposed smoking ban at public 
beaches, questioning the enforcement. Munekata explained that HPD will have enforcement power. A 
resident raised concerns regarding the overall lack of enforcement within the City & County of Honolulu. 

4. 100,000 Homes Event: A community member questioned what happened to data collected through the 
100,000 Homes Event, held last year. Munekata noted that although the Councilmember participated in 
the event, it was not coordinated by his office.  

Senator Brickwood Galuteria: Senator Galuteria’s monthly report was made available. 

Representative Tom Brower: Chair Finley noted Representative Brower was present earlier in the meeting.

Waikiki Improvement Association: Rick Egged reported:

 Traffic Signal Changes: Several traffic signals have been altered on Kalakaua Avenue, including a signal 
for pedestrians onto Lewers Street and Royal Hawaiian Avenue. Thanks were provided to Mayor Caldwell 
and City crews. The project cost approximately $6,000 compared to an estimated cost of $30,000. 

 Sunset on the Beach: Community members were invited to participate in a Sunset on the Beach event on 
Sunday, May 12, 2013 featuring Japanese entertainers. The event is free for everyone. 

Hawaii Tourism Authority: No representative present, no report available at this time. 

APPROVAL OF MARCH 12, 2013 MEETING MINUTES: The Waikiki Neighborhood Board No. 9 approved the 
March 12, 2013 regular meeting minutes with amendments by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 12-0-0, (Aye:
Adams, Among, Dew, Erteschik, Finley, Flood, Larson, Lofquist, Peters, Poole, Smith and Simpson).
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Page 1: Board Members Present: Note John Dew was present on time. Strike out (arrived at 7:50 p.m.).

BOARD BUSINESS:

City Roads Maintenance Program: Mayor’s Representative Toni Robinson noted that presenter Cyndy Aylett is 
currently off island and requested the presentation be rescheduled for April. Chair Finley agreed.

REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report: Chair Finley read the March 2013 financial statement highlighting an expense of $60.76 due 
to printing and postage of the meeting mail outs, leaving a current balance of $624.09. The report was filed. 

Sub District 1 Report: Board member Adams again raised concerns regarding the loss of sand on Waikiki beach. 
Adams is working with Councilmember’s Chang and Kobayashi in regards to the City Permitting Process. A 
meeting will be held in late April or early May; Adams to keep the Board updated. 

Sub District 2 Report: Board member Flood reported that Gateway Park is closed from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. It 
was noted that the proposed park at Aloha Drive and Royal Hawaiian Avenue would be good for the community. 

Sub District 3 Report: Board member Smith met with an American with Disabilities Act (ADA) attorney and visited 
the 2500 Block of Kuhio Avenue, fronting the Waikiki Hotel. It was noted the magazine structures are blocking the 
sidewalk, which prohibits wheel chair access. 

Chair’s Report: Chair Finley reported:

 21/21 Kuhio Project: Chair Finley noted that DPP has made several changes to the 21/21 Kuhio Project; 
however, opposed community members remain unsatisfied with the project. Chair Finley is working on a 
possible Board presentation on the issue. 

 Homelessness Issue: Board members Larson and Among were thanked for their hard work on the issue 
of homelessness. Mayor Caldwell and Councilmember Chang are engaged on the issue.

 Neighborhood Board Elections: The Neighborhood Board Elections will take place from April 26, 2013 
through May 17, 2013. Eligible voting residents should be receiving information in the mail shortly. It was 
noted there are six (6) candidates for six (6) seats in Sub District 1; seven (7) candidates for six (6) seats 
in Sub District 2; and eight (8) candidates for five (5) seats in Sub Districts 3.

 Next/Last Board Meeting: The next regular Board meeting in May will be the last meeting of this term. The 
Board will be recessing in June 2013. Residents were encouraged to attend the May regular meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next Board Meeting: The next regular Board meeting is on Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 7:00 
p.m. Meetings may be viewed on Olelo Channel 49 at 9:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month; and on 
Olelo Channel 54 at 6:00 a.m. the first and third Sunday of the month. 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Submitted By: Leland S.M. Ribac, Neighborhood Assistant II

Reviewed By: Nola J. Frank, Neighborhood Assistant I

Reviewed and Finalized By: Robert Finley, Chairperson


