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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 13, 2007
WAIKIKI COMMUNITY CENTER            _

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Finley at 7:00 p.m.

ESTABLISH A QUORUM:  A quorum was present.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jo-Ann Adams, Les Among, Ray Gruntz, Jim Poole, Carol Sword, Louis Erteschik, Bob 
Finley, Walt Flood, Kevin McDonald, Bert Benevento, David Chen, Norman Duncan, Jeff Merz.

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Mary Simpson, Jeff Apaka, Jack Myers, Mike Peters.

MEMBERS’ SEATS VACANT:  None.

GUESTS:  Major R. Macadangdang, Sgt. M. Ross, Sgt. Yee (HPD-District 6, Waikiki), Mike Wilcox (Save Oahu’s 
Race Tracks), William Cooper (The Kalia, Inc.), Lori Wingard (Councilmember Charles Djou’s Office), 
Councilmember Charles Djou, Helen Carroll (WRA), Corey Dillman, Frank Byrnes, Capt. R. Young (HFD-Waikiki 
Station), Anthony Lee, L. Millman, Grace Miller, Don Fallon, Mary Cowing, Bob Steiger (Waikiki Imperial), John 
Naguna (WCC), Jenny Kaya (Representative Scott Nishimoto’s Office), William Bluch (Fight Inc.), Rich Schwarz, 
Representative Tom Brower, Senator Gordon Trimble, Keith Rollman (Mayor’s Office), Dean Chu (Neighborhood 
Commission Office staff).

A moment of silence was observed at this time in memory of Sheriff Department Deputy Daniel Browne-Sanchez, 
who though off duty, died of injuries received while apprehending an armed robber.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Chen reported January’s current month’s expenses in the Operating and Publicity 
Account totaled $284.62 leaving a balance of $2741.31, there are no funds remaining in the Publicity Account, 
and the current month’s expenses for February totaled $289.68 leaving a balance of $2451.63, and there are no 
funds remaining in the Publicity Account.

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Chair Finley announced the following:

1. The meeting must be concluded by 9:30 p.m. and the meeting site closed and locked by 10:00 p.m.

2. If the meeting agenda item for the Legislative Committee is not completed, a special meeting will be 
called for the Board to review and vote on bills of interest before the State Legislature.  Board 
approval of payment for use of the meeting room is required.  Among moved and Chan seconded 
that the Board approve spending $25 an hour for use of the meeting room. The motion carried 
unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 14, 2006 REGULAR MEETING – The following correction was 
made.

Page 3, under Honolulu Police Department, it should reflect that Gruntz made a donation of an item to the 
officers for their use.

Flood moved and Duncan seconded that the minutes be approved as corrected.  The motion carried 
unanimously.

CITY AGENCIES:

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT – Capt. Young reported the following:



WAIKIKI NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 9
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 13, 2007
PAGE 2, 2006

1. Last month the station responded to 3 structure, 3 rubbish and 1 vehicle fire, 10 false alarms, 116 medical 
emergencies, and 4 miscellaneous calls.

2. Every home should have a working smoke detector installed near each sleeping area and on every level.  
Since cooking vapors and steam can set off a smoke detector, the detector should be located away from 
the kitchen or bathroom.  Wall-mounted detectors should be positioned six - twelve inches below the 
ceiling and away from air vents.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. In response to Carroll’s question that putting a smoke detector in a bedroom and closing the door would 
cutting off it detecting a smoke in another room; detectors can be placed in a bedroom and in every living 
area.

2. Among requested monitoring for illegal fireworks use during the upcoming Chinese New Year 
celebrations.  Capt. Young reported the department does not go out and look for illegal fireworks.

Capt. Young was thanked for attending the meeting.

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT – Sgt. Yee, from the Waikiki Station, reported the following:

1. Statistics for January compared to December included 10/5 robberies, 47/23 burglaries, 45/61 assaults, 
11/32 DUI.  No statistics for the number of citations issued for loud mufflers and music were available at 
this time.

2. Regarding a request from last month’s meeting on the use of K-9 units in Waikiki for drug enforcement, 
there are legal issues with being able to do this.   Also, K-9 units are expensive, costing up to $100,000 a 
year for a dog and handler.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. A resident noted that the traffic light timing was changed for a recent block party resulting in the time for 
cross traffic to Kalakaua Avenue being too short.  Rollman, representing the Mayor’s Office, will follow up.

2. In response to Sword, it was noted that the emphasis on enforcement of pedestrian safety laws is being 
done island wide.

3. In response to Sword, it was noted that there have been no complaints received regarding the two turn 
lanes from the Sheraton Hotel to Kalakaua Avenue that merge into one lane.

4. Gruntz requested installation of a crosswalk across Hobron Lane in the vicinity of the Food Pantry.

5. In response to McDonald, calls for police service, even non emergency matters such as loitering on 
Nohonani Street, need to be made to 911, rather than the Waikiki Police Station, so information can be 
entered into computer records and information relayed to responding officers more efficiently.

6. Among requested extra attention to watching out for the use of illegal fireworks during the upcoming 
Chinese New Year celebrations.

7. In response to Sword, persons sleeping on bus stop benches can be reported to police.

8. Benevento noted the pedestrian crossing light across Kuhio Avenue at Paokalani Street does not come 
on automatically as it does at other locations, but requires a pedestrian to push the button.  Without the 
automatic activation, persons cross against the “don’t walk” signal.  Rollman will follow up.
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9. Cooper, Gruntz, Merz, and others requested clarification of the law on how far from a marked crosswalk 
someone needs to be to legally cross the street at an unmarked crosswalk.  This is in regard to the area 
of Hobron Lane near the Food Pantry where the crosswalks are an estimated 700 feet apart.  Follow up 
will be done.

Major Macadangdang, interim commander of the Waikiki District, introduced himself and spoke about pedestrian 
safety, noting there have been seven pedestrian traffic fatalities so far this year.  He emphasized the need for 
pedestrians and drivers to take the proper safety precautions.

Additional residents’ discussion with Major Macadangdang and the other officers continued outside the meeting 
room.

7:27 p.m.

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY – A written report was received and available for interested persons to review.

CITIZENS’ ANNOUNCEMENTS:

EASING TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND GRIDLOCK OK ENA ROAD AND HOBRON LANE – Cooper provided 
the Board and Rollman with a petition signed by some 1000 persons suggesting five traffic flow modifications to 
reduce traffic gridlock in this area.  Cooper requested this matter be placed on the Board’s agenda for a future 
meeting.

NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD ELECTION CANDIDATES’ FORUM – Gruntz suggested a candidates’ forum be 
held.

SAVE OAHU’S RACE TRACKS – Mike Wilcox, from Save Oahu’s Race Tracks, requested support of their efforts 
to have the City acquire Hawaii Raceway Park, and the State to develop a new facility to provide a venue for 
racing sports.  Wilcox noted that since the closing of Hawaii Raceway Park after 42 years in operation, street 
racing has become more of a problem without a safe venue for racing sports.  He requested that this matter be 
placed on the Board’s agenda for a future meeting.

DUMPING INTO ALA WAI CANAL – A resident offered his assistance in cleaning up shopping carts, bicycles 
and other debris being dumped into the Ala Wai Canal.  Councilmember Djou will follow up.

SIDEWALK BETWEEN ALA MOANA PARK AND KEWALO BASIN – A resident requested support of a capital 
improvement project for a sidewalk between Ala Moana Park and Kewalo Basin.  Chair Finley noted that this area 
is within the Ala Moana – Kakaako Neighborhood Board’s boundaries and suggested seeking their support.

NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD ELECTION – Carroll, a candidate for the Waikiki Neighborhood Board in the 
upcoming Neighborhood Board members’ election, provided a brief background on herself at this time.

Chair Finley noted that seats in approximately 90 sub-districts in the upcoming Neighborhood Board members’ 
election are uncontested and that all of the seats in the Waikiki Neighborhood Board are contested.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

MAYOR’S OFFICE – Rollman, representing the Mayor’s Office, reported the following:

1. Persons with concerns such as pot holes, malfunctioning street lights, etc. can file those concerns with 
the City via its web site (www.honolulu.gov/csd/publiccom/fixit.htm) for a quicker response rather than 
bringing them to him at the Board’s monthly meeting.

2. The City is working to reduce pedestrian traffic accidents, some matters being considered are redesigning 
graphics for crosswalks.  Also, the City has removed mid-block crosswalks and mid-block bus stops for 
safety reasons.
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3. The City and County’s Month in Chinatown materials, including a schedule of events and a discount 
badge, were distributed.

Responses to questions received at last month’s meeting were provided as follows:

1. Regarding a suggestion for bicycles to have license plates, licenses – a decal on the bicycle’s frame, but 
no license plates are required for bicycles.  A change in the statute would be needed to allow license 
plates, and such a change might be cost-prohibitive.

2. Regarding installed marked stalls on Ala Wai Boulevard to deal with parking on the grass, HPD has not 
received complaints about parking on the grass, and with the curbs doing so would be difficult.  The area 
will be monitored.

3. Regarding lights seen on in the Fasi Municipal Building on a Sunday, there are Department of Planning 
and Permitting and Department of Design and Construction personnel working 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.  Also, in this building the lights only go on if someone is in a room.

4. Regarding a suggestion, installing signs near tables along Waikiki Beach prohibiting loitering, gambling, 
drinking, etc., will be considered.

5. Regarding a suggestion, HPD will consider the use of K-9 units in Waikiki for drug enforcement.

6. Regarding a request for parking stall specifications, the current requirement is eight feet, three inches 
wide, the older requirement is eight feet wide and some places are legal under the older requirement.

7. A crosswalk at Lewers and Beachwalk streets may be temporary, the Department of Planning and 
Permitting is checking further.

8. The Department of Transportation Services reports that the bicycle path displaced by the sewer 
improvement project can be restored to its original location.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. Follow up will be done on a resident not receiving a response to a concern about a malfunctioning 
pedestrian crossing signal light, filed on-line.

2. Installation of a crosswalk across Hobron Lane in the vicinity of the Food Pantry was requested as the 
distance between the two existing crosswalks is too far for many persons.

3. Gruntz suggested that the City shop at big box stores.

4. Sword suggested installation of a “do not cross” sign at Lewers Street and Kalakaua Avenue.

5. In response to several questions, Chair Finley noted there is a landlord-tenant lawsuit involving the Island  
Colony hotel, and the Board cannot become involved in this matter.

6. In response to Adams, it was noted the size of parking stalls is under the jurisdiction of the Department of 
Planning and Permitting.

7. Rollman will follow up with the Department of Transportation Services about its decision that a left-turn 
traffic signal phase for traffic from Kalakaua Avenue to Lewers Street is not warranted.

8. Cowing suggested low cost alternatives to the proposed rail system, such as reversible highway lanes, 
synchronizing traffic signals, and removing uninsured cars from the road, etc.  Rollman noted that: a) 
reversible highway lanes would fall under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Transportation, not 
the City, b) The City’s traffic management center controls many City and State traffic signals and that 
adjustments are a constant balancing act and that power outages change some signals’ adjustments that 
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have to be manually reset, c) the rail system by itself will not solve traffic congestion problems, but is part 
of a number of measures, including implementing of a ferry system between the leeward side and 
Downtown, and d) the rail system may accommodate bicycles.

9. A resident suggested greater use of telecommuting so persons would not have to commute to work.  
Rollman noted that there will always be a need for many people to commute to work.

Rollman was thanked for attending the meeting.

8:00 p.m.

At this time while Councilmember Djou was beginning his report a member of the audience collapsed.  The 
collapsed person was initially treated by police officers who were still present outside the meeting room, and used 
an automatic external defibrillator and CPR until the fire department arrived and provided emergency medical 
care before an ambulance arrived and continued to provide assistance to the ambulance personnel.  During this 
time Chair Finley recessed the meeting for the night at approximately 8:15 p.m.

Submitted by,

Dean Chu
Neighborhood Assistant


