
                                 MANOA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 7                                                                              

                 c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
                                      PHONE (808) 527-5749  FAX (808) 527-5760  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2007
NOELANI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:03 p.m., Chair Paul Holtrop called the meeting to order with ten members 
present and introduced the members of the Manoa Neighborhood Board.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Rodney Chun, Eric Eads, Tom Heinrich, Paul Holtrop, Dwight Jackson, John 
Kim, George Nakano, Rose Niimoto Nadine Nishioka, Milton Ragsdale, and Nathan Say (arrived 7:10). 
(Seventeen seats, two vacancies -quorum is nine members).

MEMBERS ABSENT: Gary Andersen, Francisco Figueiredo, Brandon Mitsuda, and Glen Tanaka.

GUESTS: Larry Reifurth (Governor’s Representative);Captain Green, Lt. Lee, Sgt. Medeiros, Officer J. 
Hendricks (Honolulu Police Department); Jim Manke (University of Hawaii); Hubert Minn (Senior Advisor 
Department of Customer Services); Grace Furukawa, Jim Harwood, Jennifer Stellmachers; Kristen Au; 
Steve Jackson, Gaylord Hall, Joise Claysen, Clint Claysen; Kurt Nagamine; Kevin Cheong; Brenton 
Endo; Patricia Johnson; Dale Hoffmann; Philip Liu; Chris Major; Fumiko Iwamasa; Toru Hamayasu (City 
Department of Transportation Services); Christopher Dunn (Lyon Arboretum); Lee Kunishima; Eiko 
Evans; Charmane Valerio; Jeremy Lam; Linda Legrande; Thalya DeMott; Representative Kirk Caldwell;
Laura Pennington, Pat Lee (HHCTCP), Captain Clyde Shimaburkuro (Honolulu Fire Department); Rachel 
Glanstein, Bryan Mick (Neighborhood Commission Office staff). 

AGENDA ANNOUNCEMENTS –The Chair announced that items 5.4 UH-Manoa Outreach College –
Further information on the proposed Dole Street closure at commencement and 5.5 CUP/Minor 
application for property located at 2289 Kamehameha Ave. had been deferred. The CUP minor 
application would be on the next agenda, but not the Dole street closure proposal as the proposal has 
been abandoned.

FILLING OF VACANCIES: The Chair asked if there were any people interested in filling any of the two
vacancies in Subdistrict IV. No one was.

PUBLIC SAFETY INPUT:

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT (HPD) –Captain Green distributed his report. For the month of 
October compared to September, Manoa Valley had 7 burglaries (-2), 24 unauthorized entry into motor 
vehicles (UEMV) (+6), and 33 thefts (+11). Captain Green reminded everyone that the past six months 
worth of statistics is posted online at http://www.honolulupd.org/patrol/d7

Questions, answers, and comments:

1) Nishioka commented that on Punahou Street, large trucks coming out of Shriner’s Hospital have 
been running the red lights. She said she called Shriner’s as well. Captain Green said they would 
monitor the area and talk with the construction company.

2) Nishioka commented that there is a white car that parks in a no-parking zone during the morning 
rush hour on East Manoa Road makai bound just past the four-way stop. Captain Green said they 
would check on this.

Nathan Say arrived at 7:10 p.m.
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3) Niimoto said that people driving in Manoa don’t use their turn signals, and asked if HPD could 
start ticketing them. Captain Green said HPD does issue citations for this, and this was one of the 
biggest ways HPD catches people driving under the influence.

4) Heinrich commented that with the increase in traffic congestion near the Maile Way/University 
Avenue intersection, he was worried about the ability of emergency vehicles to get through the 
area. He wondered if University Avenue could be widened. Captain Green said he would 
informally poll the officers to find out their thoughts.

5) Chun said that he has seen lots of modified cars and motorcycles racing in the valley. He asked if 
HPD had been receiving calls about this. Captain Green said most calls are about mopeds 
speeding thru the valley. But he encouraged people to call 911 if they observe any cars speeding.

6) Chun said there are people in the District Park drinking late at night. Captain Green said he would 
ask the patrol officers to check on this.

7) Captain Green commented that there has been a spike in graffiti, and asked the residents help to 
combat it. The HPD speed trailer was hit while placed in Kahala.

COMMUNITY INPUT:

COUNCILMEMBER ANN KOBAYASHI –Councilmember Kobayashi’s report was available.

MAYOR’S REPORT- Hubert Minn, Senior Advisor, Customer Services Department (CSD), said he had 
answers to last month’s questions. A) DFM reminded their crews of the proper way to dispose of 
collected debris. B) It appears that the City will be able to place some benches and trash cans in the area 
of the District Park utilized by dogs and their owners. C) The Ewa and West Loch, golf courses use gray 
water. Ted Makalena golf course uses non-potable water taken from Waikele Stream. The Ala Wai uses 
a combination of brackish and potable water, while the Kahuku and Pali course uses potable water.

Questions, answers, and comments:

1) Heinrich said a resident had claimed to hear the repaving of Lowery Avenue has been 
delayed. Minn replied that was not so, the contact has been awarded and the timetable is 
being formulated right now.

2) Heinrich commented that he attend the Board of Water Supply (BWS) workshop for 
Neighborhood Board members and found it quite informative. He suggested the NCO work 
with BWS to produce a video that could air on Olelo.

3) Minn commented that the City would like to be on the December agenda to present its 
Sustainabilities Plan to the Board.

4) Minn said the Mayor would like to invite the Board members to register for the Transit 
Symposium on Nov. 13.

REPRESENTATIVE KIRK CALDWELL –Representative Caldwell handed out his report which contains
information of the Hawaii SuperFerry (HSF). The HSF ignited a larger debate on the outer islands about 
development. Maui Councilmember Hokama put it best with the question ‘who are we building for?’ 
Caldwell is not sure the Executive Branch of government can answer that basic question with the way it 
currently operates.

Questions, answers, and comments:
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1) Heinrich thanked Representative Caldwell for including information about the proposed cell 
phone tower in the Chinese cemetery into his report. Representative Caldwell replied it seems 
like the cemetery is going ahead with the proposal despite the Board and public’s opposition 
to it. Eads commented that he suspects it is rare for a Board and/or community to approve of 
a cell phone tower. Yet we all have cell phones which require those towers to work. The Chair 
said the Board made a recommendation to the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP), 
who has the actual decision making authority. People need to testify at their hearings if they 
are concerned with this proposal on either side.

2) Representative Caldwell mentioned that the recent recycle day was a success, over 25 tons 
of metal was picked up, including lots of computers and refrigerators. The Chair mentioned 
that another day was coming up on Nov. 10; the information was listed on tonight’s agenda.
Heinrich commented that people could call the office of Representative Caldwell, Senator 
Taniguchi, or Councilmember Kobayashi if they had items to be picked up.

3) Heinrich made a point of information. The cell phone tower company must only apply for a 
Conditional use Permit (CUP) minor, which does not require DPP to hold a public hearing. 
They will however accept written testimony on the application up to the deadline however.

SENATOR BRIAN TANIGUCHI - Senator Taniguchi’s report was available.

GOVERNOR’S REPORT –Larry Reifurth, Director of the Department of Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs (DCCA), distributed the Governor’s report. He commented A) It is was a rare busy October, and 
the Governor thanked the Legislature conducting the special session, where among other things they 
considered 100 pending gubernatorial appointments. B) The Request For Proposal (RFP) for the public 
access channels was met with protests and a lawsuit being filed. The Court denied a request for a 
preliminary injunction.  They did direct the administration to draft some administrative rules for this 
process for now. C) Next Wednesday, Judge Cardoza will hear a motion to lift the injunction banning the 
Hawaii SuperFerry from landing on Maui. D) If you have any ideas for bills that you would like the 
Governor to submit, please contact her Policy Office. E) The Governor is encouraging residents to 
nominate their friends and neighbors for “Hawaii’s outstanding citizen” award by December 12, which is 
part of a program sponsored by the Congressional Medal of Honor Society. The Governor’s website has 
directions on how to nominate someone. F) Reifurth could be contacted at 586-2885 and 
lreifurth@dcca.hawaii.gov

Questions, answers, and comments:

Heinrich commented that there has been some talk at the Neighborhood Commission meetings 
about how to get more Boards on Olelo. This would probably require an additional channel. Reifurth 
replied that the RFP calls for an additional channel dedicated to government programming.

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII –Jim Manke reported A) In response to Nishioka’s suggestion that dorm 
Resident Advisors be issued walkie-talkies while on duty, they are issued cell phones. B) Hamilton 
Library was recently flooded due to heavy rains, and suffered an estimated $200,000 in damages. The 
staff is working hard to try and save as much of the collection as they can. C) Edmondson Hall was hit by 
a fire and a flood. The building was built in 1960 and was therefore below the current fire code. An 
architectural consultant has been retained, but it may be cheaper to demolish the whole building. D) 
Board members should have received invitations to the Chancellor’s inauguration, please see him if not. 
E) There are four weeks left in the semester. F) The May commencement will not include a closure of 
Dole Street as previously considered. The post ceremony events have been moved to upper campus. 
One change will be that the ceremony will be held on a Saturday from now on. This was because 
Sundays would conflict with Mother’s Day in three out of four year. G) The Board of Regents (BOR) will 
have the Long Range Development Plan (LRDP) on their next agenda.
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RESIDENT’S CONCERNS - Linda Legrande thanked Representative Caldwell for his work on the Hawaii 
Superferry. She is concerned about this variance/CUP request to run a church on a residential property, 
and hope the board keeps an eye on this, as well as the proliferation of Adult Residential Care Home 
(ARCH). Heinrich commented that the Board should see if the Department of Planning and Permitting 
(DPP) can do a presentation to the Board on these various issues. He added that it is almost time to 
update the Primary Urban Center Development Plan. Resident Jeremy Lam said he did not think that the 
people requesting the CUP should do so until they have obtained a variance.  And the other side should 
also be on the agenda to present the opposing views. Most of the neighbors oppose this request. The 
Chair explained that the owner asked to be on the agenda, and anyone can testify on an agenda item. 
He agreed with Heinrich that there are a lot of pending issues in Manoa valley that involve DPP. Heinrich
said he agreed that it’s improper to hear a presentation on a CUP application before the variance is 
granted. He added that his committee could look at bigger issues, not just individual applicants. Eads 
commented that he is sure every part of Manoa has an informal phone tree in effect, and he hopes 
everyone gets the word out when an issue gets placed on the agenda.

PRESENTATIONS:

CITY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES –Toru Hamayasu, chief planner for the 
Department of Transportation Services, introduced himself. He said he was here to explain why some of 
the recent assertions that a bus guideway was preferable to a rail system were not accurate. He 
explained the recent ruling on the Hawaii Superferry does not affect this project, as an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) was always slated to be done for rail before breaking ground. The City Council 
selected a fixed guideway as the locally preferred alternative, which is a federal term. They rejected the 
other options of no-build, transportation system management, and managed lane/bus guideway. The rail 
system will be equal to six freeway lanes while taking up less space and cost $3.5 billion. Included in that 
figure is $1.8 billion for construction, $200 million for vehicle purchases, $70 million for purchase of right-
of-ways, and $1.4 billion for contingency and soft costs. The operation and maintenance will be less 
expensive over time than an expanded bus system. The latest estimate is that the GET increase will 
generate $3 billion over its lifetime for rail purposes. With the expected $700 million from the federal 
government, the rail is affordable.

It’s a myth that the Administration never looked at bus fixed guideway or reversible lanes. The Tampa
system cited by reversible lane proponents is bulkier than rail. Its main supporter, Panos Prevedouros is 
not qualified to estimate costs. The Tampa system is only six miles worth of viaduct and has zero ramps. 
The Honolulu system would be 15 miles long and have four giant ramps. Simple logic would indicate that 
comparing costs between Tampa and Honolulu without adjustments is dangerous. The average home in 
Tampa in 2006 was $200,000, while Oahu’s median price was three times that at $600,000. The 
Administration estimates show building reversible lanes would cost about the same to build as rail, and 
more to maintain over time, while building a two way busway would cost more to build at $4.8 billion, and 
more to maintain. The Tampa system is not paying for itself contrary to popular myth, but is being 
subsidized by an older toll road that is already paid off.

Questions, answers, and comments:

1) Eads said he rode the metro in Washington D.C. He liked it. They were able to own only one car, 
and they used it infrequently. He asked if the powerpoint presentation was online. Hamayasu said 
it was not, but he could e-mail to him. Eads asked if the University and/or airport routes were still 
on the table. Hamayasu said the engineering was assuming the route will go be the Salt Lake 
alignment, but the Environmental Impact Statement will include all the extensions, so that should 
the money become available construction can begin quickly. 

2) Eads commented he was worried that buses descending off the guideway will cause even worse 
congestion. Hamayasu concurred that would happen. Eads asked how the funding sources would 
be affected if the move to a Bus fixed guideway was made. Hamayasu explained that both local 
and federal funding may be reduced in proportion to how much of the system is used by cars. 
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Further tests would have to be met to qualify for federal funds, and if we fall below their threshold 
we could lose all the federal money. Kim also asked for a copy of the powerpoint.

3) Heinrich said he will be attending the upcoming transit symposium. The Board has received a 
copy of the draft bill from DPP to the Council relating to the enactment of Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) ordinances. The Planning Commission will review it in December and the 
City Council in January.

4) An audience member asked where they could find information on the integration of bikes into this 
rail system. Hamayasu replied that the City is in the process of updating its master bike plans. 
Bikes are usually allowed on rail system. Some create bike paths beneath the elevated rail, but in 
our case we will have the existing freeway under our system.

5) Audience member Jim Harwood asked if the Council has been given the information presented 
tonight. Hamayasu replied they have. Harwood said its too bad Councilperson Kobayashi is not 
here tonight to respond, as her report makes no mention of any of the figures that were 
presented. Hamayasu replied that she has seen this presentation before.

6) Heinrich asked what the current timeline projection for rail looks like. Hamayasu explained the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be done in early summer of 2008. The final EIS 
will be done in summer of 2009. By September 2009, a finding of decision will be given and 
ground can be broken.

LYON ARBORETUM –The new director of Lyon Arboretum, Christopher Dunn, introduced himself. He 
offered to do as formal presentation at a later date. He said he had 13 years of experience, and knew the 
previous director and his work. The Arboretum is a small facility with a big reputation. He thanked 
everyone who helped to bring him here to Hawaii. One of the consequences of the recent shutdown was 
a cash infusion. The buildings were very old, and renovations have been started. Elected officials now 
know that the facility will need more money in the future to continue its improvements.

Questions, answers, and comments:

1) The Chair said he would be happy to place the Arboretum on any agenda, please just let him 
know in time. He also asked that Dunn let the Board know how it can help whenever the need 
arises.

2) Heinrich said he would like to have his committee meet at the Arboretum. The Neighborhood 
Board has long talked about the great potential of the facility, and he is sure the members are 
willing to put in sweat equity.

3) An audience member asked if the road near the Arboretum will be improved. Dunn explained that 
there are still some disagreements as to who owns that road, and if that is resolved 
improvements are sure to be made.

4) Nishioka asked that the Arboretum continue its children’s education program. Dunn replied that 
they would be. The Arboretum has three areas of focus – its living collection, education, and 
research. They are working right now to build up the educational programs.

APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 5, 2007 MINUTES –The following corrections were offered:

1)  By Tanaka: Page 3, Line 54 – {Tanaka said that he is a flight instructor. Global Positioning 
technology (GPS) allows planes to come right over the mountains at a low altitude.} Tanaka said 
they shouldn't have to fly over the island!  They can fly over the channels and still remain safe 
and uncongested.  That GPS allows them to not use the VORs on Diamond head to direct them 
over Manoa Valley.
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2) Nishioka: Page 3, Line 4 – {off a}…and dirt along the curbside of the bridge by throwing them
over the side of the bridge back into the stream. 

The minutes were adopted 11-0-0. (Aye: Chun, Eads, Heinrich, Holtrop, Jackson, Kim, Nakano,
Niimoto, Nishioka, Ragsdale, and Say).

PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE–Heinrich commented he 
heard many issues for the committee to take up tonight. At the last meeting a resident had complained 
about the illegal parking along Oahu Avenue. Follow up with DTS was done and they are considering 
putting up signs. These would help HPD in enforcing the laws.

TREASURER REPORT –The Chair reported the report was not ready and deferred until next month.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE–Heinrich reported that the only two members of the committee are Mitsuda and himself, 
and that there is disagreement within the Neighborhood Commission Office about if members of the 
committee need to be appointed beforehand or if they can just show up at a properly agended meeting 
and participate. He believes the later interpretation is correct.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1) Heinrich commented that the number listed for people to direct comments to DPP about the 
proposed cell phone tower in the Chinese cemetery was wrong. It should be 768-8016. The 
deadline is November 23.

2) Heinrich reported that the three public hearings on the revised Neighborhood Plan draft did not 
attract a lot of testifiers. It was recommended that a second round of hearings be held after the 
suggestions be worked into the current draft.

ADJOURNMENT:  Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Submitted by:

Bryan Mick, Neighborhood Commission Office Staff


