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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
PALOLO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2008

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Rachel Orange called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.; a quorum was present with 
10 of 13 members present. NOTE: This 13 member board requires seven (7) votes to take any Board action. 

Members Present: Earl Shiraki, Michael Weinstein, Traver Carroll, Gladys Gerlich-Hayes, Paul Holtrop, Tom 
Eisen, Darlene Nakayama, Rachel Orange, Chris Bennett, and Dawn Tanaka.  

Members Absent: Greg Hutchings and Gregory Pentecost.

Guests: Stephen Maybir, Lorheba Josiah, Keefelynne Aipia, Stuart Scott, Alvina Ohia, Dahlia Asuega, Donna 
Davis, James Nekota, Lt. C. Tong, Sgt. A. Rivers, Ofc. M. Mitchell (Honolulu Police Department); Julia Parish 
and Rachel Neville (Oahu Invasive Species Committee); Sandi Yahiro (Governor’s Representative), Jimmy 
Lagunero, Bryan Gallagher (Board of Water Supply), John Gollner (Friends of Duke Bainum), Representative 
Calvin Say, Julia Allen, Tinkle Malama (Videographer), Councilmember Ann Kobayashi, Jay Ishibashi (Mayor’s 
Representative), Anna Bower, Fire Fighter Bradley Chong and Acting Captain Bryan K. Goo (Honolulu Fire 
Department); and Ivy Yeung (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

BOARD VACANCIES: There is one vacancy in Sub District 3. Chair Orange asked everyone to spread the 
word. 

CITY SERVICES: 

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) – Lt. C. Tong: 
 Passed out a handout and highlighted on the monthly statistic report with area break downs and 

comparisons for October.
 Reported some food safety tips for the holidays, which include maintaining the temperature of hot and 

cold foods, washing hands with soap, and being careful not to let raw meat juices drip on other foods to 
avoid cross contamination.

 Also included the District 7 website information: www.honolulupd.org/patrol/d7 which is updated daily, 
and a listing of contact telephone numbers.    

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

 A resident mentioned that she lives near Triangle Park and that around 8 or 9 pm there are usually a 
group of boys with yellow mopeds and other vehicles loitering in the area. She also mentioned that she 
has called HPD regarding this issue many times, but the boys are still returning and she thinks they 
might be the ones that have robbed her three times in the past. She feels that HPD should be more 
visible.

 Earl Shiraki brought up a noise concern at the Palolo Chinese Home at night, which is disturbing the 
residents in the area.

 HPD will look into both of these issues by sending notice to the bike watch to monitor and take any 
necessary actions.

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Fire Fighter Bradley Chong reported: 
 2 structure, 27 medical, 4 miscellaneous and 1 vehicle alarms; and no major or unusual incidents were 

reported. 
 Fire Safety Tip: 1) This holiday season, consider a fire resistant, artificial Christmas tree. If you purchase 

a natural tree, choose one as fresh as possible, keep it hydrated, and keep it away from heat sources in 
the house. Use noncombustible materials for decorations. Choose only Underwriter’s Laboratory-
approved electrical decorations and follow manufacturer’s instructions for installation and load. Do not 
overload extension cords. 2) Holiday family gatherings often include extensive food preparation and 
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visiting guests. As a significant portion of home fires originate in the kitchen, do not leave cooking 
unattended. Have an ABC-rated fire extinguisher available near the kitchen and learn to use it. Turn off 
the heat if you must leave the stove, even if only for a few minutes. Never wear long, loose-sleeved 
clothing while cooking. Turn the handles on pots and pans inward to prevent accidents. Keep children 
away from the kitchen. If you are hosting overnight guests, share your home escape plan with them, 
including your designated meeting place outside the home.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

 Tom Eisen asked about the accident involving a moped that was speeding and crashed into a bus. 
Acting Captain Bryan Goo was not sure how this happened.

 James Nekota noted that he finally saw the HFD pickup truck and was wondering at what distance on 
Waiomao Road is it used on. The HFD pickup truck is primarily used on Lai Road and sometimes on 
Waiomao Road. It is only meant for smaller streets and at the discretion of the Captain to use it or not. 

 Traver Carroll thought that beyond Waiomao Road in the area of the Korean temple that using a fire 
truck is a hazard because it is like a driveway. HFD have driven on this road before and as long as 
people are not parked in certain places, then it is wide enough for the fire truck to make turns.
Depending on the call, the fire truck will be sent to Waiomao Road.

 Carroll asked how the pickup truck functions in a fire situation at Lai Road. The primary use for the 
pickup truck is for medical emergencies. When there are fire emergencies, depending on the location of 
the incident and if there is a need, the pickup truck is supplemental. The pickup truck has no fire fighting 
capabilities.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) –Bryan Gallagher reported:
 Gallagher will be replacing Joseph Thomas at the Palolo Neighborhood Board.
 There were no main breaks in the month of October.
 BWS is offering three xeriscape workshops at the Halawa Xeriscape Garden, which offer hands-on 

activities teaching individuals about “unthirsty plants” and how they can be used to craft stunning wreath 
decorations.

 The Tillandsia Holiday Craft will be held on November 15, 2008 from 10 am to 12 pm and two Xeriscape 
Holiday Wreath Making workshops will be held on November 22, 2008 and November 29, 2008 also 
from 10 am to 12 pm. Pre-registration and a nominal fee are required to join. For additional information 
or to register, call 748-5363 or email tours@hbws.org.

 BWS will be participating in the annual decoration of Honolulu and Kapolei Hale. 
 BWS employees and their ohana will participate in the City’s Christmas parades on December 6, 2008 

in downtown and on December 13, 2008 in Kapolei. Please visit the annual Christmas light display at 
Honolulu Hale.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

 Chair Orange would like more information on the big main breaks she noticed on 10th Avenue and 
Waiomao Road for the next meeting.

 Gallagher will check if any plans are going in for approval regarding waterlines in Palolo Valley.
 BWS only monitors some brackish water for irrigation uses only. Many wells for brackish water are 

monitored by the State.
 The pipe color for non potable water including recycled and brackish water is purple. Most of these are 

out in Ewa including purple colored manhole covers. Honouliuli is the site for the state’s largest water 
recycling facility.

 Shiraki asked about the past issue regarding the water seepage at 2416 Holomua Place. Mark Maetani 
from BWS checked the situation and found detergent in the area. Shiraki said he knew this is not a 
BWS issue and that the actual concern regarding this issue is the damage to the road from water 
seepage. Gallagher suggested this might be a Department of Transportation (DOT) issue because it 
involves damage to the road from the water as well as drainage issues. Jay Ishibashi will get further 
information from BWS and relate the actual problem back to the City & County of Honolulu.

Honolulu Community Action Program (HCAP) – Darlene Nakayama reporting for E. Scanlan, Director, 
HCAP, Leahi District:

 Leahi District center’s HCAP will have its first budget class beginning on November 26, 2008. 
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 HCAP is working on job readiness skills training and helping community members with employee 
placement.

 If anyone is in need of food or toys, please call her agency at 732-7755.

ELECTED OFFICIALS: 

Mayor’s Report –Jay Ishibashi reported:
 Mayor Hannemann enjoys Christmas and would like to welcome everyone to the Honolulu City Lights 

event, which will be held on Saturday, December 6, 2008. It is a well attended event and for those that 
cannot make it, there will be a Kapolei City Lights event.

 Pavement on Waiomao Road – Request to check the pavement of Waiomao Road, which is breaking 
up along the edges. The Department of Facilities Maintenance (DFM) is working with the Department of 
Design and Construction (DDC) in discussing the installation of berm along the edge of the pavement. 
Inspection of the road area confirmed pavement is in poor condition with multiple patches. The area has 
been scheduled for in-house first aid repairs.

 Traffic Situation at Waialae and 4th Avenue – Regarding this issue of a solution to the traffic situation at 
Waialae and 4th Avenue, the response from October 8, 2008 from DTS was: a review of the traffic 
history for the past two years did not reveal any indication that the relocation of the crosswalk is 
necessary at this time. Gregg Hutchings was notified of this response and was satisfied with the answer.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

 Nekota would like to see a follow up regarding the issue of 2416 Holomua Place where BWS found 
detergent and located where the detergent is coming from.

 Shiraki reiterated that the left turn signal at the traffic light on Waialae and 10th Avenue needs to be 
installed as soon as possible.

 The roads on Palolo Avenue need to be repaved. The whole area needs work because it has pot holes 
and is especially bad where Orchid Street meets Palolo Avenue. Ishibashi feels that part of this may be 
caused by the water seepage.

Councilmember Ann Kobayashi – distributed her monthly report and highlighted:
 Today there was a Council meeting regarding the Bed and Breakfast issue. She feels that the 

neighborhoods must be protected.
 Last month MACC, a group housed in the Palolo Recreation Center, was honored for all the things they 

do for young people.
 Affordable housing was also discussed at a Council meeting and Councilmember Kobayashi had a hard 

time voting against it, but ultimately did because she was worried about the senior constituents. It was, 
however, passed by the City Council.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Shiraki read a letter thanking Councilmember Ann Kobayashi and Dr. Duke Bainum for running for the 
Mayoral and Councilmember elections. He also thanked Councilmember Kobayashi for representing 
Council District 5. 

 The area being discussed for the affordable housing is located where Kalakaua Avenue meets 
Beretania Street.

 Councilmember Kobayashi mentioned that she could not vote for the rail to go to the airport because of 
commitments made by Mayor Hannemann to the Salt Lake community. The issue will be up for a 
second reading most likely in January 2009.

 Shiraki extended an invitation to Councilmember Kobayashi to attend the December meeting and 
Christmas celebration.

Representative Calvin Say – distributed his monthly report and highlighted:
 Since it is holiday season and many will be shopping for presents, it is important to protect personal 

information and privacy.
 There are two residents’ concerns: 1) The residents on 2296 Waiomao Road would like their fire hydrant 

to be checked because it is not working. 2) The residents of 8th Avenue would like their road to be 
resurfaced. The other avenues near theirs all had been resurfaced and these residents felt left out.
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Senator Les Ihara –Called earlier and notified of absence. 

Governor’s Report – Sandi Yahiro distributed the Governor’s Neighborhood Update and highlighted:
 Governor Lingle’s efforts to revitalize the economy through her five-point economic action plan includes 

1) increased tourism outreach and marketing, 2) investing in improvements to our infrastructure and 
state facilities, 3) lowering business fees and providing tax relief, 4) attracting outside investment, 
especially in energy, and 5) maximizing federal dollars and partnerships.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Gladys Gerlich-Hayes felt the Tourism Bureau is not interested in Hawaii doing more at the Presidential 
inauguration and feels that this would give Hawaii a lot of coverage. Yahiro will follow up on this issue 
with the Tourism Board.

 Nekota asked if the vacant State building across from the Iwilei Best Buy could be converted to a 
homeless shelter. Yahiro will follow up on this issue.

RESIDENTS’ ISSUES AND CONCERNS: 

Prepare for Emergency Conditions –Jimmy Lagunero passed out books from the University of Hawaii Sea 
Grant to help residents of Hawaii prepare for emergency conditions. He mentioned that there are severe 
shortages of hurricane shelters. The shelters are short around 1,000 spaces and there are only three shelters in 
Palolo Valley. He also mentioned that a disaster kit is needed when going to a shelter because there is literally 
nothing at the shelter. He encouraged residents to call 956-3014 for more information on being prepared and 
protecting themselves. 

Picking Up Pet Waste –Dawn Tanaka mentioned that while trick or treating with her children on Halloween 
along the streets of Palolo Avenue and parts of 8th Avenue, she noticed many signs on homes reading, “Please 
pickup pet waste.” She wanted to remind residents to be responsible and pick up after your pets.

Pig Entrails on Lai Road –Chair Orange announced that there is still a problem with illegal dumping of pig 
entrails on Lai Road. She encouraged the residents to spread the word and hopes to solve this problem. A Lai
Road resident in the audience asked what the best course of action is that can be taken on issues such as the 
Lai Road dumping. She mentioned that she had visited opala.org to make a complaint, but the link doesn’t work. 
Chair Orange mentioned that some residents are trying to work on getting cameras installed to catch the 
culprits.

Rolling Stones Committee – Nekota mentioned he hadn’t heard from the committee that was formed to address 
boulder issues and wanted more information. Chair Orange said that the committee has not met yet, but she will 
try and follow up on the issues.

Helping Schools in Palolo –A resident expressed concern over the budget cuts seen on the news with public 
schools and asked if there is any way that the residents and community can help schools in Palolo. Chair 
Orange said she could extend the request to the schools and see if they have any announcements. 

OLD/OTHER BUSINESS: 

Skate Park Update – No update. 

NEW BUSINESS/PRESENTATIONS: 

Holiday Party at December Meeting: Chair Orange announced and invited everyone to the Holiday Party 
during the December meeting. Darlene Nakayama volunteered to work on this event and purchase the items 
including food and refreshment necessary to make it a successful event.

Gerlich-Hayes moved and Bennett seconded that the Board allow Darlene Nakayama to spend the 
refreshment budget of $120.00 for the Holiday Party at the December meeting. The motion passed 10-0-
0. Ayes: Carroll, Orange, Eisen, Gerlich-Hayes, Nakayama, Tanaka, Shiraki, Bennett, Holtrop, Weinstein. 
Nays: None. Abstain: None.    



Palolo Neighborhood Board No. 6 Wednesday, November 12, 2008
Regular Meeting Minutes                                                                                                       Page 5 of 6

Invasive Species Removal Efforts in Palolo: Julia Parish passed out a handout and introduced the Oahu 
Invasive Species Committee (OISC) as an organization that is helping protect Oahu from invasive plants and 
animals that threaten the environment, economy, and quality of life. One of the main initiatives in Palolo since 
2001 has been eradicating the Himalayan blackberry, which was discovered on the Mau’umae trail. In 2003, the 
OISC has been working on this invasive plant in the back of Lai Road. The problem with the blackberry is that it 
can produce 7,000 to 13,000 seeds per square meter, hurts native plants, and has long, hazardous thorns. 
Parish has been sending letters to residents in Waiomao Road and Lai Road to allow access to eradicate this. 
She would like any help and support the residents of Palolo can provide.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 The Himalayan blackberry is only found in Palolo Valley. It is a major weed on the West Coast.
 Although some sprays have been tested in the eradication process, the most successful way to 

eradicate the Himalayan blackberry is to hand pull it out of the ground. 
 The OISC is in need of volunteers and on the second Saturday of every month, volunteers take a trip to 

Mau’umae trail and work on eradication. The next trip will be on Saturday, December 13, 2008. For 
further information please call 286-4616 or email oisc@hawaii.edu.

 Stuart Scott mentioned he knows the person who brought the Himalayan blackberry to Mau’umae trail 
and this individual does not feel that the plant is invasive and will continue to spread the plant. Parish 
said she will continue to try and educate the community on the threat of this plant.

 The OISC works on Coqui Frogs and can be contacted on this issue as well.

Dept. of Health Permit Application for Small Vegetable Recycling Project: Stuart Scott presented that he 
has been collecting waste vegetable oil from neighborhood restaurants for recycling as fuel for diesel engines. 
He explained the benefits, which includes less ‘new’ CO2 being emitted into the atmosphere overall, reducing 
the contribution to global warming. According to Scott, this is a low-tech mitigation solution that he wishes to use 
and teach in the islands. This is the main objective of his entire effort to collect, filter, and use this alternative 
fuel. Scott showed pictures of his current operation and explained how the process works. Scott is requesting 
that the Neighborhood Board support his application to the Department of Health for a permit to transport and 
recycle waste vegetable oil (WVO) on his property in the agricultural district at 2801-N2 Lai Road. Waste oil is 
obtained from local restaurants and businesses. No zoning change is required.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Scott explained that this process is a substitute for diesel oil and uses this WVO in his trucks and 
Mercedes diesels. It is like diesel without the bad smell.

 Scott uses this for personal use only and collects about five to ten gallons of this WVO from each 
restaurant. He is able to make about 15 to 20 gallons of fuel each week. Even the sludge waste from 
the process is part of a permaculture plan in which it will compost.

 If the WVO is not picked up by Scott, it will be picked up by Island Commodities who in turn sells it to a 
company that converts the WVO to biodiesel, which is a hazardous process.

 Scott is on an environmental mission and was trained to give the Al Gore through presentations.
 The WVO is not flammable or explosive.
 Scott’s neighbors in proximity are around 100 to 150 feet away.
 Scott’s three 55 gallon drums are never full and usually only having 10 to 20 gallons in a tank at a time. 

He assured the Board that this can be easily cleaned with a rag, is not a hazardous substance and is 
digestible by bacteria meaning it will compost.

 When asked if the application sets a limit of the amount of oil Scott can process in a month because of a 
commercial use concern, Scott said there is no limit, but he assured the Board he has no intention of 
using it for anything other than personal use.

 Scott’s credentials include: BA Colombia University, 1969; MA University of Florida; has worked for 
Merill Lynch, IBM, and Verifone to name a few; he is a self proclaimed technologist and 
environmentalist.

 When asked if neighbors support his initiative, Scott doesn’t think his neighbors know of it.
 The motivation behind his application is that one of the restaurants Scott gets his WVO from asked for 

his permit. 

Traver moved to approve support of Stuart Scott’s application to the Department of Health for a permit 
to transport and recycle waste vegetable oil (WVO) on his property in the agricultural district 2801-N2 
Lai Road with the conditions that this remain for personal use and not be used as a commercial 
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operation and with the consent and approval of his direct neighbors, seconded by Gerlich-Hayes. The 
motion passed 9-0-1. Ayes: Carroll, Orange, Eisen, Gerlich-Hayes, Nakayama, Tanaka, Bennett, Holtrop, 
Weinstein. Nays: None. Abstain: Shiraki.    

CHAIR'S REPORT, MAIL & ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chair Orange highlighted the following:

 A thank you letter from Ruth Silberstein in regards to a letter sent by the Board to congratulate her for 
her nomination for the National Distinguished Principal’s Award.

 Gerlich-Hayes mentioned that she attended a Board of Education meeting held at Palolo Elementary 
School and feels that the Board should have a representative at these meetings.

 An invitation to the blessing and open house to be held on Wednesday, December 3, 2008 at 3:30 pm 
at the Palolo Learning Center located at 2170 Ahe Street. Please RSVP by November 19, 2008 by 
calling 733-8650.

 The Kaimuki Business Professionals Association is sponsoring an annual Christmas parade on 
December 4, 2008 at 6:00 pm on Waialae Avenue. The parade will begin at St. Louis School and work 
its way up to Koko Head Avenue.

 Chair Orange reminded everyone that the next meeting held on December 10, 2008 will include the 
Holiday Cheer party.

 Olelo Broadcast Slots: Aired on Channel 49 every Wednesday at 9 pm. For schedule and information, 
call 834-0007, ext. 133. or email olelo@olelo.org

 Bulky Trash Pick-Up: Take out by the morning of November 19, 2008 (3rd Weds of every month).
 Contact Rachel Orange at rachel.orange@hawaii.edu with agenda item requests.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 8, 2008: Hearing no objections, the October 
8, 2008 meeting minutes was approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Michael Weinstein reported the current state of the Boards budget which reflected 
expenses for facility rental ($44.32 for October) and printing and posting costs for agendas/minutes ($31.06 for 
September); videotaping expenses ($208.00 for September) ; and no expenses reflected in the Refreshment 
Account. Hearing no objections, the Treasurer’s report was accepted for filing.   

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

Submitted by,  

Ivy Yeung
Neighborhood Assistant


