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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 10, 2008
ALA WAI GOLF COURSE CLUBHOUSE

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Narita at 7:07 p.m.  A quorum was present.  The 
late start was due to a lack of quorum at the noticed start time.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Julia Allen, Deborah Luckett, Barbara Miller, Bert Narita, Scott Drown, Rick Egged, 
Bertha Nahoopii, George Waialeale, Roxie Berlin, Jay Harden, Michelle Matson, Don Persons, Linda Wong.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Michael Cain, Kenneth Chang.

MEMBERS’ SEATS VACANT:  None.

GUESTS:  Lt. G. Lum Lee, Sgt. T. Sukukane (HPD-District 6, Waikiki), Candice Van Buren (Representative Scott 
Nishimoto’s Office), Jan Bappe, Jim Propotnick (Governor’s Office), Hal Barnes (Mayor’s Office), Ed Wels; Capt. 
J. Richards, Lt. M. Ross, Sgt. K. Saito, Sgt. D. Nihei, Officer T. Kahapea (HPD-District 7, East Honolulu), Arthur 
Aiu (Board of Water Supply), J. David Bentel, FF 3 Marquez (HFD-Waikiki Station), Adella Okuda, Daisy Murai, 
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Stan Fichtman (Councilmember Charles Djou’s Office), Richard Wallsgrove, 
Senator Les Ihara, Dean Chu (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS:

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT – Fire Fighter 3 Marquez reported the following:

1. Last month the station responded to 6 structure, 2 brush, 14 rubbish and 6 vehicle fires; 124 medical 
emergencies, 2 search and rescue, 16 miscellaneous calls.  There was one major incident, a structure 
fire at 838 21st. Avenue.

2. Fire safety tip of the month: Ensure that your smoke alarms are functioning properly by testing them 
regularly in the presence of all household members. Practice your escape plan together.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

The McCully Station’s ladder company is operating out of the Waikiki Station and the engine company is 
operating at a temporary location on Date Street near Iolani School while a new station is being built.

Fire Fighter 3 Marquez was thanked for attending the meeting.

Wong arrived during the above portion of the meeting.

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT – Sgt. Nihei, from District 6, Waikiki, reported last month’s statistics for the 
area surrounding and including Kapiolani Park included: 1 robbery, 3 burglaries, 3 thefts, 3 criminal property 
damage, 5 liquor law violations, 10 motor vehicle collisions, 17 arguments, 19 thefts from vehicles.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.  Sgt. Nihei was thanked for his report.

Officer Kahapea, from District 7, East Honolulu, distributed a written report which includes the monthly crime 
statistics.

Questions, answers and comments followed:
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1. Approximately 20 – 30 homeless persons are congregating in Crane Park in the evening.  It was noted 
this park is designated as being closed between 10:00 p.m. – 5:00 a.m., and the closure hours are 
enforced.  Persons found in the park during the closure hours cannot be cited for illegal camping, but are 
required to leave.

2. There are community clean-up projects to paint out graffiti, etc.; announcements are usually posted in the 
newspapers.  If persons are observed tagging, police should be called, and by doing so the community 
has helped catch violators.

3. The written report includes crime statistics, contact and information which is also available on the district’s 
web site: www.honolulupd.org/patrol/d7/d7monthlycomp.html.  Using the web page to contact HPD is for 
non-emergency matters, if there is an emergency call 911. 

4. A resident questioned the use of regular patrol officers, instead of parking enforcement personnel, to 
recently strictly enforce violations for illegal parking, expired safety inspections, etc. in his neighborhood 
when there is a manpower shortage and patrol officers could be used on higher priority matters.  He 
expressed frustration in not being able to speak to a supervisor when calling the department.  It was 
noted parking enforcement personnel are not police officers and work primarily in business districts.  The 
resident was asked to discuss this matter further with officers outside the meeting room.

Officer Kahapea was thanked for his report.

Matson, Drown, and Egged, arrived during the above portion of the meeting.  Wong left during the above portion 
of the meeting.

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY (BWS) – Arthur Aiu, from BWS, distributed the monthly report, calendars with 
posters from their water conservation poster contest, and noted the report indicates there were no water main 
breaks in this area in November or December, and also contains some water conservation tips.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. BWS supports water conservation, and it was noted there is a City Council resolution relating to reducing 
water consumption one percent a year over the next 10 years.

2. Conserving water includes the use of non-potable water; such water from the Honoluliuli Sewage 
Treatment Plant is used for irrigation purposes in the surrounding area.  Lack of infrastructure limits 
further use of such water.

Aiu was thanked for attending the meeting.

Harden arrived.

REPORTS:

CHAIR’S REPORT:  Chair Narita distributed his monthly report which 1) thanked the community for its support 
and participation at meetings, 2) there was an early December deadline for submission of comments on revisions 
to the Neighborhood Plan, and there is no new information to report, 3) Senator Les Ihara convened a meeting 
with the St. Louis Heights Community Association, representatives from the State Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR) and the Honolulu Fire Department, to discuss the Waahila Ridge Fire Plan.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Deferred.

SUB DISTRICT 1, ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS – Miller reported she, Luckett, Allen and Narita attended the Waahila 
Ridge Fire Plan organized by Senator Ihara.  Cain, who works for the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources, was thanked for his assistance on the plan.  Allen noted there are plans for clearing brush between 
homes and the forested areas.  The St. Louis Heights Community Association will continue working on the plan.
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SUB DISTRICT 2, KAPAHULU – No report.

SUB DISTRICT 3, DIAMOND HEAD – Harden requested repaving of the Board of Water Supply project area at 
Campbell and Monsarrat avenues.

ELECTED OFFICIALS;

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE – Jim Propotnick, representing the Governor’s Office, distributed the Governor’s weekly 
report and highlighted/added the following:

1. “The past year brought success in increasing innovation, bolstering the economy, expanding affordable 
housing and homeless services, protecting natural and cultural resources, modernizing transportation 
infrastructure, improving education, and providing care for residents.”

2. New laws taking effect this year include: a) Act 110, Lowers the taxable wage base for unemployment 
insurance payments, increases benefits, and saves Hawai‘i business a net $151 million between 2008 
and 2010 while preserving the State’s unemployment trust fund, b) Act 175 Reinstates the ability of the 
State Insurance Commissioner to regulate health insurance rates, c) Act 211, provides a refundable 
food/excise tax credit for taxpayers with adjusted gross income under $50,000. d) Act 223 relating to the 
rental subsidy program, allows the Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority to set the amount of the rent subsidy 
for qualifying participants in the State Rent Supplement Program.

3. A Diamond Head Crater clean up project has been delayed due to bad weather.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. Release of $260,000 for planning of the new Diamond Head State Monument visitor orientation center, 
was requested.

2. Congratulations were extended to the State for its plans to install solar panels on a number of its buildings 
as was announced in a recent newspaper article.

3. No specifics were available about an investigation at the University of Hawaii as was just reported on the 
television news.  Follow up will be done.

4. A walkway all the way around Diamond Head Crater was requested.

5. The Kapiolani Community College’s new culinary institute on the former Cannon Club site, will have a 
dining room open to the public.

6. A linear park, from Makapuu to Diamond Head, is being developed.

Propotnick was thanked for attending the meeting.

REPORTS, CONTINUED:

SUB DISTRICT 3, CONTINUED:  Nahoopii reported that the Board of Water Supply is to restore the section of 
roadway excavated for their water main project at Campbell and Monsaratt avenues.

ELECTED OFFICIALS, CONTINUED:

SENATOR LES IHARA – No representative was present at this time.

REPRESENTATIVE CALVIN SAY – A written report was received and made available for interested persons to 
review.
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REPRESENTATIVE SCOTT NISHIMOTO – Representative Nishimoto reported the next session of the legislature 
opens on January 16. There will be a bus running from the Kapahulu Senior Center to the State Capitol for 
persons wishing to attend the opening ceremonies.   Everyone is welcome to attend the opening ceremonies and 
visit his office afterwards.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.

MAYOR’S OFFICE – Hal Barnes was unable to stay until this portion of the meeting.  There was no report.  There 
were no matters brought up for his follow up.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARLES DJOU – Stan Fichtman, from Councilmember Djou’s Office, reported the 
following:

1. At today’s Transportation Committee meeting there was discussion on Bill 80, relating to the selection of 
the technology for the mass transit system.  The bill was deferred at this time.  Also, a task force 
appointed by the Mayor is working on selecting the technology.

2. The bill relating to banning aggressive panhandling near ATMs, passed second reading and has been 
referred back to committee and will come up for third reading.

3. Work is being done on a resolution on replacing traditional street light bulbs with light emitting diodes, 
which will save electricity and improve lighting conditions.

4. Work is being done on a new law to address illegal camping since the current law was ruled 
unconstitutional by the State Supreme Court.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. Ala Moana Park is designated as closed at night, no camping is allowed.

2. The State Supreme Court ruled on December 11, 2007, that the existing law relating to illegal camping
was unconstitutional.

3. It was suggested the Kapiolani Park have closure hours as this would address undesirable activities in 
the park and surrounding area.  This matter will be placed on next month’s agenda.

4. The City Council’s task force on Neighborhood Boards recommended term limits for Board members.  A 
change to the City Charter would be required to make this change.  The task force report is available on 
the Neighborhood Commission web site.

5. Questions were raised about Neighborhood Board members identifying themselves as members in letters 
to editor, etc.  It was noted that the Neighborhood Plan specifies that only the chair of a Board, may 
speak for the Board.

6. At a recent Council meeting approximately 80+ persons testified on Bill 80, relating to the technology for 
the mass transit system.

7. Councilmember Dela Cruz introduced a bill modeled after a San Francisco law to ban the use of non-
biodegradable grocery bags.

Fichtman was thanked for attending the meeting.

SENATOR LES IHARA, CONTINUED – Senator Ihara reported the following:
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1. The next session of the legislature begins on January 16, everyone is welcome to attend the opening 
ceremonies and visit his officer afterwards.

2. January 23 is the deadline for introduction of bills.

There were no questions from the Board or guests.

PRESENTATIONS:

SOLAR POWER PROGRAMS, SOLAR COLLECTOR INITIATIVE – Berlin reported the State and City have 
programs available, including low interest loans, for homeowners to install solar water heating and photovoltaic 
systems.   Homeowners should be encouraged to install solar water heating systems for instance, as one saves 
20 – 30 percent on a monthly electric bill.  Discussion followed.   Berlin will draft a resolution for the Board’s 
consideration at the next meeting.  It was suggested Hawaiian Electric Company be invited to send a 
representative to speak about this subject at the next meeting.

ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS, WAAHILA RIDGE FIRE PLAN – Senator Ihara reported the community meeting was held 
November 29 with representatives from the Honolulu Fire Department and DLNR.  Desired is the development of 
a plan for the community if there is a major brush fire.  Work is being done on a plan for clearing of brush next to 
homes to create a fire break between the homes and forest.  An application for a permit to do this has been 
submitted.  It was noted that multiple owners of the land include the State, private, and Board of Water Supply; 
complicates gaining access for the brush clearing work.  Cain was thanked for his work on the plan. It was noted 
that when DLNR checked the area, illegal campsites were found and citations issued.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS:

RECOGNITION OF GUESTS:  It was suggested that Daisy Murai and Jan Bappe, be recognized for their 
attendance and participation at this Board’s meetings over the years.    This matter will be added to next month’s 
agenda.

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE TO RESIDENT’S CONCERNS – A resident who earlier in the 
meeting expressed dissatisfaction with police response in responding to his concerns about his car being ticketed 
and his not being able to speak to a supervisor, returned to the meeting.   He reported that he was not satisfied 
with his just returning from speaking to officers and that he was not satisfied with the Board’s attention to his 
concerns.

BOARD ACTIONABLE ITEMS:

STATE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES KAPAHULU ZONE CHANGE, BILL 1 (2007) 
548 KAPAHULU AVENUE, UPDATE – Senator Ihara reported he is to be contacted by DLNR when this matter 
comes up on its agenda.  He suggested the Board form a Permitted Interaction Group to meet on this matter.

KAPIOLANI PARK MASTER PLAN UPDATE – Matson reported that the Department of Design and Construction 
is working on addressing previously submitted comments.

ART ON THE ZOO FENCE – Matson reported that the court case on this matter is scheduled for February 1.

SKATE PARK TASK FORCE ACTION PLAN – Senator Ihara reported that work is being done to have the State 
Department of Transportation, the owner of the site, to stop the process to sell the property to allow time for an 
agreement to be reached for the City to acquire the site.  A non-profit group is proposing that it raise half the 
funds to acquire the site, and for the City to pay the balance.

REVISED NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 2007 REVIEW AND COMMENTS – There was no new information to report.

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 8, 2007 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – The following corrections were made:
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Page 2, under Representative Scott Nishimoto, the first line should read “…Candace Van Buren was 
present from Representative Nishimoto’s Office….Van Buren was thanked for the report.”

Page 5, under Councilmember Charles Djou, middle of the paragraph, it should read “…Drowns 
expressed concern that the proposed vacation rental…”

Page 5, under 910 Kapahulu Avenue Parkway Apartments, middle of the paragraph should read “…with 
City traffic engineers.  He said that…”

The minutes were approved as corrected.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Next month’s agenda will include items on road repair at Campbell and Monsarrat avenues, closure hours 
for Kapiolani Park, solar power resolution, recognition of Daisy Murai and Jan Bappe.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

Submitted by,

Dean Chu
Neighborhood Assistant

Barbara Miller
Secretary


