
DIAMOND HEAD/KAPAHULU/ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 5

                 c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
         PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 8, 2007
ALA WAI GOLF COURSE CLUBHOUSE

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Bert Narita called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a quorum present.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Julia Allen, Roxie Berlin (late), S. Michael Cain (late), Ken Chang, Scot 
Drown, Rick Egged, Deborah Luckett, Barbara Miller, Bertha Nahoopii, Bert Narita, Don Persons, 
George Waialeale (late),Linda Wong.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jay Harden, Michelle Matson. 

GUESTS:  Captain Gary Lum (Honolulu Fire Department – HFD), Councilmember Ann Kobayashi, 
Kurt Tsuneyoshi (Platinum Limousine); Albert Chong, Norman Ogasawara, Christine Chaplin (Hawaii 
State Civil Defense); Karl Kuwata, Kenny Chow, Amy Mizuno, Shanti Mizuno, Natalie Iwasa, Lynn 
Nishimura, Doug Olivares, Daisy Murai; Lt. Mel Aiona, K. Saito, A. Kurosu, and Anthony Kahapea 
(Honolulu Police Department  – HPD); Harold Buckig (Department of Emergency Management), 
Clayton Frank, Brett Schenk, Walea Constantinau (Mayor’s Representative), Senator Les Ihara, 
Sergeant Erick Lamontagne (HPD District 6 Waikiki), Councilmember Charles Djou, Clayton Frank 
(Governor’s Representative; Director, Department of Public Safety – DPS); Candice Van Buren and 
Seiko Chow (Representative Nishimoto’s Office staff); Stan Fitchman (Councilmember Djou’s Office 
staff), Senator Les Ihara, Arthur Aiu (Board of Water Supply – BWS), Elwin Spray (Neighborhood 
Commission Office staff).

Welcome – Chair Narita welcomed the community to the meeting.  Nine Board members were 
present (Allen, Chang, Egged, Luckett, Miller, Nahoopii, Narita, Persons, Wong).

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Captain Gary Lum presented Waikiki station activity statistics for 
October 2007, reporting four structure fires, six rubbish fires, eleven false alarms, one-hundred-forty 
medical emergencies and two search/rescue missions.  He also presented a fire safety tip stressing 
safety of Christmas trees and decorations, including expressing the need to not overload extension 
cords.  Lum was thanked for his report.

Board member Cain arrived at 7:02 p.m.; ten Board members present.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) District 6, Waikiki – Sergeant Erick Lamontagne distributed 
activity statistics for October 2007, including sixteen thefts, seven criminal property damage cases, 
twenty liquor law violations, eight motor vehicle collisions, thirty-two arguments, fifteen unauthorized 
entrance to motor vehicles, and 288 total cases, with the total district calls at 3,526.  He reported 
concerns of issues of camping in the Shell area and two incidents of open lewdness.  Lamontagne 
was thanked for his report. 

Board members Berlin and Waialeale arrived at 7:03 p.m.; twelve Board members present.

HPD District 7, East Honolulu – Lt. Aiona distributed copies of area statistics for the first part of 
November 2007 and a "Home Security Checklist", inviting the use of the checklist to think about how a 
robber might approach your home and think through the ways you could protect your dwelling.  Chair 
Narita noted the community could view the statistics on the HPD District 7 web-site, with Aiona 
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announcing the site as www.honolulupd.org and then directing the location to Patrol D7, where 
information is also available on events and Neighborhood Board data.  Chair Narita reported that the 
St. Louis Community Association president and others had gone with Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) personnel to the Waahila Ridge where seventeen homeless campsites were 
identified (although not all were active) with November 1st 2007 being set as a date to disperse the 
camp areas.  The Chair also reported that the past incident of drums and bon-fires (on a full moon 
night) has been addressed with the mapping of the area with GPS instruments so that any future 
occurrence would be addressable with enforcement authority given through the knowledge of land 
ownership.  Aiona was thanked for the report.

Board member Drown arrived at 7:08 p.m.; thirteen Board members present.

Board Of Water Supply (BWS) – Chair Narita reported that BWS representative Arthur Aiu had left a 
written report.

REPORTS

Chairman’s Report – Chair Narita extended best wishes for the coming holiday season and 
announced the next Board meeting to be the second Thursday in January 2008.  He reported 
Neighborhood Plan revision public hearings in December 2007, the withdrawal of a University of 
Hawaii (UH) proposal for a Dole Street closure as part of the UH-Manoa Centenial Celebration, that 
Board member Cain had provided a sample draft fire plan to the St. Louis Community Association 
(Waahila Ridge Fire Plan) and that the Board would continue to monitor the Safeway Store site traffic.  
He reported a proposed agenda item on Kapahulu Residential Parking concerns for later this evening.  
Chair Narita thanked Board members and the community for their volunteer participation in 
community issues.

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Drown reported the prior month’s expenditures at $39.51 and a 
balance remaining at $3471.

Sub-District 1 (St. Louis Heights) – Vice-Chair Luckett agreed with the Chair’s report on the efforts 
for the St. Louis Community Association to work with DLNR on clearing out the homeless campsites 
on Waahila Ridge and the need for a finished fire plan.  She reported several Board members had 
participated in the recent BWS workshop on Oahu water, and encouraged the community to visit the 
BWS Halawa Xeriscape Garden to learn recycling (and BWS wreath-making classes).  She reported 
that she is assisting with three condo associations in starting recycling programs at their buildings.

Sub-District 2 (Kapahulu) – Vice-Chair Nahoopii had no additional report. 

Sub-District 3 (Diamond Head) – Berlin noted a newspaper report of $3 million for the landscaping 
of the mauka side of Diamond Head Road.  Wong reported that she had a donor who was willing to 
provide 100 free t-shirts to an area Neighborhood Security Watch group and was offering to provide 
another 100 t-shirts for an anti-graffiti group.  

ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS 

Governor’s Representative – Clayton Frank (Director, Department of Public Safety – DPS) 
represented Governor Lingle and distributed updates from the Governor's Office.  Chair Narita offered 
congratulations on Frank's recent confirmation.  Frank reported area-related funding:  $2 million for 
rock fall stabilization, $1.3 million for asbestos issues, and release of funds for Central Oahu District 
education budget and for caregivers.  He reported that a prior issue on removal of a vessel on the reef 
is costing an extra $600,000 due to the vessel's cargo of tile. He also reported plans for airport 
improvements (an $8.5 million walkway).  He relayed expressions of best wishes and hopes that the 
Board and community would be safe during the holiday season. Drown asked about to whom any 
concerns about the reef clean up should be expressed; Frank said anything in the water should be 
referred to the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).  Frank was thanked for his report. 

Senator Les Ihara – Chair Narita noted Senator Ihara was not present at this time.
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Representative Calvin Say – Chair Narita noted Speaker Say had been present earlier and had 
dropped off a written community report (including Special Session items on extended sentencing and 
information on the Superferry) and invited questions to be called in to Say's office at 586-6100.

Representative Scott Nishimoto – Seiko Chow was present from Representative Nishimoto’s Office, 
and reported on the October 13, 2007 Fourth Annual Community Recycling Clean-Up, saying that 
seventy-five refrigerators had been picked up, as well as many phone books and other items.  She 
reported Nishimoto was recovering nicely from knee surgery. Chow was thanked for the report.

Councilmember Charles Djou – Waialeale noted that Councilmember Djou was not present. Stan 
Fitchman of Councilmember Djou’s Office staff reported that Djou was on his way to the meeting and 
he asked that the agenda item be deferred. 

Councilmember Ann Kobayashi – Councilmember Kobayashi reported that Councilmember Dela 
Cruz and herself had introduced a Council bill to ban plastic bags which she stressed would increase 
public discussion of recycling and had proposed additional environment-related legislation including 
free parking of hybrid cars, City-use of water efficient shower heads and toilets, and green roof-tops 
(encouraging plants on roofs). Waialeale asked about a free bus system, with Kobayashi saying that 
such a bill had been introduced and that she thought it was a good idea.  Luckett asked about the 
plastic grocery bags, with Kobayashi stated two examples.  San Francisco where customers are 
offered a choice and Ireland where there is an extra charge for bagging. Councilmember Kobayashi 
was thanked for her report. 

Murai announced that there would be a presentation on transit-oriented community development at 
the Blaisdell Center on November 15, 2007 and encouraged Board and community attendance.  

Mayor’s Office – Walea Constantinau represented Mayor Mufi Hannemann.  Chair Narita asked if 
there had been a response to the Board's resolution for a City skateboard park, suggesting that the 
Board should do a follow up on the issue.  Waialeale expressed disappointment that a bus cut-out 
lane was not built at the new Safeway site and asked for a report at the next meeting.  Cain said the 
Board had a proposed bicycle safety resolution on this evening's agenda and that the issue should be 
reported back to Board.  An audience member commented that a petition had been submitted to the 
City by residents of the Holiday Parkway Apartments (910 Kapahulu Avenue) on the traffic concerns 
from the new Safeway site and that there had not been a response yet, with the request for a status 
report.  Constantinau was thanked for her report. 

PRESENTATION 

Hawaii State Civil Defense Sirens – Norman Ogasawara was present, along with Albert Chong and 
Christine Chaplin, from the Hawaii State Civil Defense (SCD), to discuss plans to replace all 
emergency notification sirens (three in area: Coast Guard lighthouse, Kapiolani Park maintenance 
yard and Waikiki Library) with solar powered sirens.  Ogasawara explained that the City Parks 
Department had made the request for SCD to explain the project to the community.  Chair Narita 
asked if there was any objection to the approval of the SCD replacement of the existing sirens 
in the Board area, and with no objections, declared the  Diamond Head/Kapahulu/St. Louis 
Heights Neighborhood Board was unanimously in support of the siren replacement project. 
Chair Narita asked about possible use of the sirens as message broadcast sites, with Ogasawara 
explaining that there would need to be many more sirens in order to make the message understood, 
as well as multi-lingual issues and confusion in overlapping areas where overlap would wash out the 
individual.words 

Bicycle Safety Resolution – Natalie Iwasa presented a proposed bicycle safety resolution for Board 
action, saying that there was a need for bicycle safety and driver awareness education.  Chair Narita 
said that the Board would need to vote to add the issue to the agenda as an ACTION item if the 
Diamond Head/Kapahulu/St. Louis Heights Neighborhood Board wished to vote on the 
proposed resolution, and asked if the Board wished to amend the agenda by making the 
addition; Chair Narita declared the item was added to the agenda by a vote of 12-0-1.  Aye:
Allen, Berlin, Cain, Chang, Drown, Egged, Luckett, Miller, Nahoopii, Narita, Persons, Waialeale.  
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Abstain: Wong.  Cain moved and Allen seconded that the Diamond Head/Kapahulu/St. Louis 
Heights Neighborhood Board support the circulated Bicycle Safety Resolution.  Waialeale 
suggested adding the Senate President and using the title of House Speaker. Nahoopii asked about 
joggers’ use of the bike ways, with Iwasa saying that the right-of-way was for bike and Wong 
expressing the mixed use was confusing. Chair Narita asked if there was objection to the 
amending of the resolution by including Senate President and House Speaker and announcing 
that the motion was amended unanimously 13-0-0.  Chair Narita asked about objections to the 
motion, with Nahoopii expressing concerns about pathways and Wong saying the use needed to be 
checked.  Chair Narita asked for a vote on the amended motion and declared it passed 11-1-1.    
Aye:  Allen, Berlin, Cain, Chang, Drown, Egged, Luckett, Miller, Narita, Persons, Waialeale.  Nay:
Nahoopii. Abstain: Wong.   Iwasa reported that she would follow up on the resolution.

Senator Les Ihara – Senator Ihara reported that eighteen people had participated in the survey of the 
Waahila Ridge campsites, with twelve inactive sites and two active sites identified and a GPS 
developed map produced, and that the State will start the next week to clean up the sites.  Miller 
reported that the St. Louis Heights Community Association would likely be asking for January agenda 
time to make a report.  Ihara reported that the Waahila Ridge Fire Plan was having an initial meeting 
at the end of the month.  Ihara reported that he was requesting that the State Department of 
Transportation (DOT) allow a site visit, with a request to be made then to the DOT to defer the 
anticipated auction of the land, and a community group meeting with Mayor Hannemann planned for 
after the site visit (the request to meet with the group already submitted by the group).  Ihara reported 
he has offered to assist the 910 Kapahulu Avenue group with video taping the driveway area; Doug 
Olivares said the group has already taped the intersection.  Ihara reported that the Gold Coast issue 
of a lawsuit is continuing, with one hearing having been held and several meetings in process, but no 
resolution, explaining that the background is for the State to continue a past practice of paying for a 
non-public seawall.  Senator Ihara was thanked for his report. 

Councilmember Charles Djou – Councilmember Djou reported the successful recycling event at 
Kaimuki High School and the introduction of a group of positive environmental bills by Councilmember 
Kobayashi.  He reported his introduction of a bill to bar panhandling adjacent to ATM machines, 
explaining that some pan handlers have been asking for a fee for use of the site, and expressed hope 
that legislation addressing aggressive pan handling will offer a tool for HPD to use.  He said he would 
like to expand the funding for affordable housing and has proposed installing mobile cameras (with 
motion sensors and flash) for graffiti monitoring.  Wailaleale thanked Djou for coming to the meeting 
and expressed support for the free bus service proposal, with Djou saying he was not opposed to the 
free bus service idea.  Down expressed concern that the proposed vacation rental legislation took two 
years to write and expressed that the bills are not the answer, saying that an on-site manager should 
be a requirement; Djou said that commercial operations are already illegal, that the legislation is in 
early stages and invited ideas.  Wong said people don't want commercial operation in residential 
areas, with Djou saying that there are few allowed now, giving an example of a professional without 
clients or of teaching.  Cain asked about requirements to have affordable housing as a part of new 
construction; Djou said generally affordable housing is not required unless there is a zone change 
sought, and stressed that the Kakaako area is exempted from City planning.  Nahoopii expressed 
concern on Paki Avenue ponding and that water is shot from the restroom onto the street in bus stop 
area Council member Djou was thanked for his report.

Kapahulu Area Community Parking – Chair Narita explained that community members had 
commented on parking concerns in the Campbell Avenue and Castle Street area with limousines and 
perceived employees of companies located there. Kurt Tsuneyoshi, of Platinum Limousine, reported 
that parking is a premium for all, with 7-11, Rainbow's Drive-In, ten businesses, and two apartment 
buildings adjacent to the area.  Tsuneyoshi reported that his business has two parking lots for their 
limousines and generally for employees.  Ihara reported that the concern includes 24 hour parking, 
with Tsuneyoshi saying that while the parking might be from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. that those are the work 
times for his company.  Tsuneyoshi said that the general perception is that the concerns are from one 
individual rather than from the whole community, with Ihara agreeing that there are not laws being 



DIAMOND HEAD/KAPAHULU/ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS                                     MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 5                                                                     THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2007

PAGE 5 OF 5

broken and that the company is a 'good neighbor.'  Cain thanked Tsuneyoshi for attending and 
participating.  Wong reported limousines parked on area streets, with Chair Narita noting that many 
limos are legally parked on streets, not just this company and Tsuneyoshi saying limos might be 
parked for short term but not for the 24 hours being complained.  Chair Narita thanked Tsuneyoshi for 
attending the meeting.  Luckett asked why the City had approved the 548 Kapahulu Avenue project 
with no community parking available, saying that the City needs to construct a parking structure there.  
Tsuneyoshi invited anyone with questions to come to his office to discuss concern.  Egged noted that 
neighbors have also expressed concerns about other businesses, such as Sato, not just comments 
being directed at Platinum.  Tsuneyoshi said that Sato also has a lot.        

910 Kapahulu Avenue Holiday Parkway Apartments – Doug Olivares reported representing 910 
Kapahulu Avenue Holiday Parkway Apartments (built in 1972) residents who had submitted a petition 
asking for traffic alterations to the Kapahulu Avenue area immediately adjacent to their building (which 
is immediately mauka from the new Safeway Store site).  His petition (with an unsigned cover letter 
dated September 24, 2007) asks for City direction to permit Safeway, which has agreed to cover the 
expense, to re-paint the street exit intersection from their structure to allow for building traffic to move 
out without being blocked by backed up traffic.  He reported that the apartment building is not part of 
the conversation in the discussion, which is generally with Councilmember Kobayashi (and member 
Chang and Senator Ihara) with City traffic engineers (Steve Uyeno).  He said that there was no 
answer from Mayor Hannemann but that Mayor's Representative Constantinau did provide an answer, 
although she did not explain why the bus turn-out was not finished as planned.  He said that their 
suggested solution is found all over the City but is not being done here.  He said he's been told that 
this is a safety issue and that the solution will cause congestion but said that it will get worse for the 
holiday season.  Ihara suggested keeping a log of the delay time.  Olivares reported plans for a sign 
holding picketing of Safeway on the day of their new store opening, with plans for contacting the 
media.  Cain said he thought the Board understood the issue and asked if Olivares was suggesting a 
Board resolution, noting a circulated draft resolution. Chair Narita noted that a motion would be 
need to add the issue to the agenda for a Board position; Chang reported that he was 
circulating a resolution and asked to add it to the agenda for action, with Chair Narita reporting 
unanimous consent for consideration. Chair Narita asked for a vote on the circulated 
resolution of the Diamond Head/Kapahulu/St. Louis Heights Neighborhood Board for the 
installation of a white line painted just before the driveways accompanied by a "STOP HERE 
ON RED" or "DO NOT BLOCK DRIVEWAYS" sign, announcing the motion passing by a vote of 
12-0-1.  Aye:  Allen, Berlin, Chang, Drown, Egged, Luckett, Miller, Nahoopii, Narita, Persons, 
Waialeale, Wong.   Abstain: Cain.  

Chair Narita individually reviewed the remaining Actionable Items and deferred additional action. 

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for October 11, 2007 – Miller moved and Berlin seconded to 
approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for October 11, 2007 as written. Chair Narita asked for any 
objections, and with no objections, declared the motion for approval of the minutes passed 
unanimously 12-0-0. 

Announcement – Chair Narita announced the next meeting for January 10, 2008.

Community Concerns – Chair Narita asked for any additional community concerns

Adjournment – Chair Narita noted no additional business and, with on objections, announced that 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

Submitted by Elwin Spray, Neighborhood Commission 


