
DIAMOND HEAD/KAPAHULU/ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 5

        c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 400  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
                               PHONE (808) 527-5749  FAX (808) 527-5760  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
JULY 12, 2007
PAKI HALE                                        _

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Narita at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was present.  The 
meeting was recessed at 7:00 p.m. to allow more members to arrive due to the change in meeting location.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:05 p.m.  A quorum was present.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Julia Allen, S. Michael Cain, Deborah Luckett, Barbara Miller, Bert Narita, Ken Chang 
(later), Scot Drown (late), Rick Egged (late), Bertha Nahoopii, George Waialeale (late), Roxie Berlin, Jay Harden, 
Michelle Matson (late), Don Persons, Linda Wong (late).

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None.

MEMBERS’ SEATS VACANT:  None.

GUESTS: Capt. Gordon Lum (HFD-Waikiki Station), Sgt. C. Sukukane, Lt. G. Lum Lee, Officer Apo (HPD-District 
7, East Honolulu), Capt. J. Richards and Sgt. D. Nihei (HPD-District 6, Waikiki), Stuart and Liz Wade, Jan Bappe; 
Louise Yamamoto, Carol Hoshiko, Salvatore Lanzilotti, Leon Richards (Kapiolani Community College), Arthur Aiu 
and Moani Wright (Board of Water Supply), Ann Brandman, Paul Nishiyama, Ken Swearington (St. Louis Heights 
Community Association), Jenny Kaya (Representative Scott Nishimoto’s Office), Stan Fichtman (Councilmember 
Charles Djou’s Office), Councilmember Charles Djou, Rich Goria, Gordon Ito (Department of Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs-SOH/Governor’s Office), Representative Calvin Say, Senator Les Ihara, Walea Constantinau 
(Mayor’s Office), Mike Palcic, Scott M., Daisy Murai, Wayne and Noreen Swan, Bob Finley (Waikiki Neighborhood 
Board), Dean Chu (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

PUBLIC SAFETY:

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT – Thanks were expressed for the department’s efforts in dealing with the 
Waahila Ridge brush fire earlier this month.  Capt. Lum reported the following:

1. Last month the station responded to 5 structure, 1 brush, 7 rubbish and 1 vehicle fire; 12 activated 
alarms, 128 medical emergencies, 1 search and rescue and 2 miscellaneous calls including 2 fluid spills.  
There was one major incident, the Waahila Ridge brush fire.

2. The Safety Tip of the Month is: “Take time to childproof your home, especially with keiki out of school for 
summer vacation. Check for potentially dangerous situations, i.e. electrical shock, accidental falls, or 
poisoning from medications, cleaning fluids, and houseplants.  Keep matches and lighters in a safe place 
and out the reach of small children.”

3. The McCully Station is being replaced, its ladder company is temporarily stationed at the Waikiki Station, 
and its engine company is temporarily stationed at the Ala Wai Golf Course maintenance facility on Date 
Street.  The new station will take 18 – 24 months to complete.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. No specifics were available at this time on the station’s 4th of July responses.

2. Public Information Officer Capt. Seelig was commended for his work with the community during the Waahila 
Ridge brush fire.
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3. A concern was received at the station about one resident’s tiki torches being too close to a neighbor’s roof.  
Follow up is being done.

4. A request was made to check a home on Paki Avenue, near Monsarrat Avenue, with a large accumulation 
of trash.  Follow up will be done.

Drown, Wong, Waialeale and Matson arrived during the above portion of the meeting.

Capt. Lum was thanked for attending the meeting.

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT, DISTRICT 6 – WAIKIKI – Sgt. Nihei reported the following statistics for 
Beat 662 affecting this Board’s area for June compared to May included: 1/2 robberies, none/6 burglaries, 14/15 
thefts, 2/3 motor vehicle thefts, 5/3 criminal property damage, 40/26 liquor law violations, 13/8 motor vehicle 
collisions, 30/24 arguments/family-non family, 12/17 unauthorized entry into motor vehicles. At the Kapiolani 
Park/Waikiki Bandstand area there were 2 drug and 6 illegal camping violations.  For the interior of Kapiolani Park 
there were 39 illegal camping and 2 open lewdness violations.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. Liquor law violations include persons found with open containers on the beach or in the park.

2. The University of Hawaii recently did a count of the number of homeless persons in the Waikiki area.  
Follow up will be done on the statistics, but the count is believed to be about 240 persons

Chair Narita noted that Bob Finley, Chair of the Waikiki Neighborhood Board, reported his Board is 
working on holding a meeting to discuss the homelessness problem in this area.

In response to a question, Capt. Richards noted that Kapiolani Park is not being used as a holding area 
for homeless persons as has been alleged.

3. Frustration was expressed with people living in vehicles in the Paki Avenue and Noela Street area, and a 
preacher feeding the homeless in Kapiolani Park contributing to the problem.  Capt. Richards noted the 
problem with persons living in their vehicles in this area for many years.

4. A resident took issue with police arresting him based on complaints by homeless persons.  Discussion 
followed on this matter outside of the meeting room.

Sgt. Sukukane, District 7 – East Honolulu, reported the monthly report was distributed; the new format includes 
maps showing the approximate location of some crimes.  Overall the statistics show a decrease in crimes.  The 
report also includes tips on dealing with identity theft.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. Thanks were expressed by the St. Louis Heights Neighborhood Watch for the response to an incident.

2. Thanks were expressed for the new report format with the maps.  It was noted work is being done to put 
these types of maps on the department web site.  It was requested this format be used by District 6.

3. Pedestrians should not cross at an intersection with four-way stops if there are no crosswalks.

4. The St. Louis Heights Neighborhood Watch requested more information from police on incidents in their 
area such as that in the report noted above.

5. It was suggested that crosswalks be installed at bus stops for the convenience of bus riders.  It was noted 
that such requests should be made to the Department of Transportation Services.
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Sgt. Sukukane was thanked for attending the meeting.

Egged and Chang arrived during the above portion of the meeting.

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY (BWS) – Arthur Aiu, from the Board of Water Supply, reported the following:

1. There were no water main breaks in this area last month.

2. While there has been news about the drought conditions on Maui and Hawaii, there is no current cause 
for concern about Oahu’s water status as Maui and Hawaii rely on surface water sources which react 
quickly to rainfall conditions, and Oahu does not.  Residents are reminded to use water wisely.

3. Everyone is reminded to be careful during brush fire season. Brush fires not only put a strain on the fire 
department, but also put a strain on water sources.

4. The Unthirsty Plant Sale will be held August 4, Halawa Xeriscape Gardens.

5. The Campbell Avenue project is scheduled for completion in August.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. Problems were noted about some of the metal plates on the road not being properly installed causing 
problems for drivers.

2. Water conservation efforts should be publicized more.  Aiu noted that restaurants are required to ask 
customers if they want water with their meals.  If there are multiple complaints about a restaurant not 
doing this, enforcement action can be pursued.

3. Repairs will be made to the BWS Kapahulu station.

4. The Clean Water Act as it relates to waste water management is enforced by the State Department of 
Health.

Aiu was thanked for attending the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE JUNE 14, 2007 REGULAR MEETING – Deferred.

FILLING OF A BOARD VACANCY – Chair Narita reported there was confusion about the voting at last month’s 
meeting, requiring this matter be voted on again.  Since the last meeting candidate Weldon was advised by his 
employer not to seek membership on the Board.  As there were no other candidates for the vacancy, Allen was 
declared as being elected to fill the vacancy.  There were no objections.

REPORTS:

CHAIR’S REPORT - Chair Narita distributed a written report to members, which included the following:

1. The City Council bill to rezone 548 Kapahulu Avenue from residential to business; was passed.   A Board 
task force will continue to work on this matter and provide comments on behalf of the Board.

2. The Kapiolani Park Master Plan Update, Draft Environmental Assessment, is in the comment period.  A 
Board task force is reviewing the plan and will submit comments.

3. A proposed process to review draft minutes of the Board’s meetings is to have the Chair, Vice Chair, 
Recording Secretary, and sub district chairs review the draft, with the Recording Secretary to coordinate 
any changes to the draft.  Also, Persons was appointed Sgt.-at-Arms to record the vote on motions, and 
enforce time limits on speakers.
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Drown reported for the month of June, the Operating and Publicity Account had 
expenditures of $51.10 leaving a balance of $961.96 and there were no expenditures from the Refreshment 
Account leaving a balance of $120.00.  The report was approved.

SUB DISTRICT 1 (ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS) – Luckett reported the following:

1. There was some confusion as to whom, City, State, or private, owned the land where the Waahila Ridge 
fire occurred.

2. More  needs to be done on recycling, noting while there has been a three percent increase in population, 
but a 30 percent increase in the amount of trash generated, and that the City is holding a recycling fair in 
September.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

Problems with the service at some HI 5 redemption centers were noted and that most schools have 
recycling bins.

SUB DISTRICT 2, KAPAHULU - Nahoopii reported receipt of a request to remove the traffic calming island at 6th 
and Kaimuki avenues.

SUB DISTRICT 3, DIAMOND HEAD – Matson reported the following:

1. Persons living in their vehicles in the Paki Avenue and Noela Street area continues to be a concern.  
Harden noted he has been complaining about the problem for the last 1-1/2 years.

2. The legislature passed a bill relating to Diamond Head Crater Monument, providing that 55 percent of the 
revenue from admission fees be used for maintenance of the Monument, and 20 percent of the revenue 
goes to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE - Gordon Ito, representing the Governor’s Office, distributed the weekly report and was 
available for questions.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

The Governor has not released funding for the Diamond Head Monument planning.  Ito will follow up.

Ito was thanked for attending the meeting.

SENATOR LES IHARA – Senator Ihara reported the following:

1. He and other area legislators opposed the rezoning, noting the property should be used for a public use, 
and that opposition to the rezoning may be pursued through the State Land Board.  He was thanked for 
his assistance to the task force working on the rezoning of 548 Kapahulu Avenue.

2. When contacted by his office, the Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Conservation 
and Resources Enforcement, reported it had no reports of homeless persons living in Waahila Park, but 
that homeless persons had been found on nearby private property.  It is believed the brush fire may have 
started on private property on the Manoa side of the ridge.  Problems can be reported to 643-3567, 24-
hours a day.

3. A skateboard park was planned in the Kaimuki area, but not funded.  At a Palolo Neighborhood Board 
meeting a proposal was made to use a 5,000 sq. ft. parcel of State Department of Transportation (DOT) 
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land under the H-1, at Kapahulu Avenue, Waialae Avenue, and King Street, formerly used by the Tree 
People, and that DOT has plans to sell this parcel.

A skateboard park was previously operated by the YMCA on a nearby site under the H-1 currently used 
by the City’s for its office handling motorcycle tests, and abandoned and reconstructed vehicles.  Use of 
this site generated some complaints by neighboring residents.

4. There will be an open house of the new medical office building on the former KC Drive-In site on 
Kapahulu Avenue, July 15.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. It was suggested the proposal for a skateboard park on the former Tree People site be placed on the 
agenda.  It was noted there are no residents close to this site.  Wong will follow up with Senator Ihara 
on providing past plans to him.

2. It was noted there are exposed waste water pipes on the new medical office building.

3. The 548 Kapahulu Avenue has a 28-foot height limit under the residential zoning, a 40-foot height 
limit under business zoning, and a parking lot and community center can be developed under a 
Conditional Use Permit.

4. A resident with questions about taxi regulations was requested to meet with Senator Ihara outside of 
the meeting room.

Senator Ihara was thanked for attending the meeting.

REPRESENTATIVE CALVIN SAY – Representative Say offered his assistance in arranging a meeting with the 
St. Louis Heights Community Association and the Department of Land and Natural Resources to discuss various 
matters including a bicycle trail riding business and homeless persons living in Waahila Park.  It was noted the 
park is closed at night and the only camping in the park was by Boy Scouts a number of years ago.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

Representative Say was thanked for his work on a bills relating to regulating greenhouse gases and health, 
and on insurance rate regulation.

Representative Say was thanked for attending the meeting.

REPRESENTATIVE SCOTT NISHIMOTO – Jenny Kaya, from Representative Nishimoto’s Office, distributed the 
monthly report which includes a list of bills vetoed by the Governor, and over rides by the legislature.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

Assistance in arranging a meeting with the Department of Land and Natural Resources regarding the 
rezoning of 548 Kapahulu Avenue was requested.

Kaya was thanked for attending the meeting.

MAYOR’S OFFICE – Walea Constantinau, representing the Mayor’s Office, reported the following on previously 
submitted questions:

1. Street lights out on Leahi Avenue have been repaired.

2. A pot hole on St. Louis Drive was repaired.  It was noted that faster response to pot hole repairs can be 
achieved by calling 768-7777.  Also, abandoned vehicles can be reported to 733-2530.



DIAMOND HEAD/KAPAHULU/ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS
NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 5
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
JULY 12, 2007
PAGE 6

3. Regarding curbside recycling, a series of community meetings was held in April and May on solid waste 
master planning and the curbside recycling program.  To promote greater awareness, interested persons 
are encouraged to attend the 3rd Annual Discover Recycling Fail will be held in September, NBC arena.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. Thanks were expressed for the repair of a street light at Winam and Herbert streets, and that the light was 
only repaired after it was brought up at the Board’s meeting.

2. Follow up will be done on the concern about people living in vehicles in the Paki Avenue and Noela Street 
area, and pipes at the new medical office building in Kapahulu, 

3. Thanks were expressed for taking care of pot hole repair requests, but that the repair on St. Louis Drive 
was unsuccessful.

Constantinau was thanked for attending the meeting.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARLES DJOU – Councilmember Djou reported the following:

1. Regarding the Kapiolani Park Master Plan, the City does not own the park, it is owned by the Trustees of 
Kapiolani Park, and the City Council members are the trustees.  The City Council will address the Master 
Plan in September.

2. The City Council passed the budget for the new fiscal year.  He opposed it as it increased 62 percent 
over two years ago.

3. The City’s position is that it does not need to upgrade the Honouliuli and Sand Island sewage treatment 
plants to treat sewage to the secondary level.  He feels that the City should do the upgrades.

Questions, answers and comments followed:

1. The new budget is $2.4 billion, and includes pay raises and many new employee positions.

2. The last Kapiolani Park Trustee meeting was two years ago.  Concern was expressed that the maps 
shown in the master plan are in error, showing incorrect park boundaries.  Councilmember Djou noted 
that this can be brought up at the trustee meeting.

3. The Kapiolani Park Trustees do not have any money for maintenance, which is handled via the 
Department of Parks and Recreation’s budget.

4. Follow up will be done about people living in vehicles in the Paki Avenue and Noela Street area.

5. It was noted that according to a report from the Governor’s Office; that the conditions of Hawaii’s roads 
are among the worst in the country.  It was noted that gasoline and vehicle taxes are used to maintain 
roads.

6. Thanks were expressed for efforts to have a water ponding problem at Monsarrat and Paki avenues 
corrected.  It was noted the problem persists approximately 50 feet away from the area fixed.

Councilmember Djou was thanked for attending the meeting.

COUNCILMEMBER ANN KOBAYASHI – No report.
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS:

KAPIOLANI COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NEW CULINARY INSTITUTE FACILITY – Carol Hoskiko, Dean, Culinary 
Arts, Hospitality Education and College Advancement, reported the new Culinary Institute facility will include 
classrooms and a restaurant.  Planning, permitting and design for the new facility are in progress.  A fundraising 
event will be held on the site, August 18, 5:30 – 9:30 p.m.  There will be valet parking and security for the event.  
It was requested there be full presentation of the project at a future meeting.

ILLEGAL VACATION RENTALS IN THE DIAMOND HEAD AREA – Stuart Wade distributed samples of ads for 
vacation rentals in the Diamond Head area.  He noted that short term vacation rentals are illegal in this area, and 
that this matter has been brought to the attention of the Department of Planning and Permitting.  Chair Narita 
referred this matter to sub district 3 members for further review.

BOARD ACTIONABLE ITEMS:

ELECTION OF RECORDING SECRETARY –Luckett nominated Miller.  Matson nominated Wong.  Berlin 
moved and Persons seconded that the nominations be closed.  The motion carried by unanimous 
consent.  Both candidates were given the opportunity to address the Board. A vote was taken with the following 
results:  for Miller: Allen, Luckett, Miller, Cain, Nahoopii, Egged, Berlin, Narita; for Wong:  Harden, Wong, 
Matson, Waialeale, Drown.  Abstain:  Persons, Chang.  Miller was elected.

SELECTION OF AN OAHU METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
BOARD REPRESENTATIVE – It was noted a Board member is needed to attend the meetings on the third 
Wednesday of the month, 3:30 p.m., City Hall.  Cain expressed interest in being the Board representative.

STATE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES KAPAHULU ZONE CHANGE, BILL (2007), 
548 KAPAHULU AVENUE – Previously discussed during Senator Ihara’s report.

HASHIMOTO ZONE CHANGE, APPLICATION, 2007/Z-4; FROM B-2 COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
TO A-2 MEDIUM DENSITY APARTMENT DISTRICT – Chair Narita reported the Hashimoto family is in the 
process of submitting their application.

KAPIOLANI PARK MASTER PLAN UPDATE, DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, MAY 2007, JULY 9, 
2007 INPUT SUSPENSE DATE – Chair Narita reported the task force will follow up.

ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD COMMITTEES – Chair Narita distributed a draft list of committees.  Discussion 
followed.  There was no action at this time.

NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 5 HOUSE RULES – Deferred.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Submitted by,

Dean Chu
Neighborhood Assistant


