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DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2009
NATIONAL GUARD TRAINING AUDITORIUM

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Wilson Kekoa Ho called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with a quorum of 11 members 
present. Note - This 13-member Board requires seven (7) members for a quorum and to take official Board action.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Wilson Kekoa Ho, Fred Humphrey, Michael Buck, Andrew Jamila Jr., Solomon 
Spencer, David Bettencourt, Beverly Addington, Nani Akeo, Matthew Chun, Cynthia Wahinekapu, and Rusty 
Vierra (elected during this meeting.)

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Peter Albinio.

VACANCIES: There was one vacancy in sub-district 2, and one vacancy in sub-district 4. 

GUESTS: Guy Nakamoto, Moses Keaulana, Kahu Yvonne Kaiahua (St. Mathews Kailua), Nickie Hines, G 
Mahoney (Kupuna Hale), Gabriel Weisbarth , Radfrod Richards, Cheryl Sonoda, and Ann Lindsey (Troop 45), 
Dennison Kalua (Kauhale Ohana), Ryan Kalama (Hawaiian Civic Club), Gail and Nando Rombaoa (Relay for 
Life), Donald and Hekuu Hiraga, Roy Brooks and Nancy Cullen (Kauhale), Laniwai Kaopuiki, Moana DeMello, 
Lani Eckart (Hui Malama), Renee Silberstein (City and County of Honolulu), Lucy Akau, Helene Kuaana, May 
Akamine (Waimanalo Health Center), Alena Gueco, Kristen Nalani Mailheau (Hui O Koolaupoko), Ofelia Carag 
(Blanche Pope Elementary School), Albert Lewis, Julie Dugan (Job Corps), Joe Aipa, Rico Alexander (Bellows 
AFS), Claudia DeLeon (Bellows RAB), Craig Gorsuch, Kelly Livingston, Ronnie Lanier, Michael Folsland and Sam 
Nelson (Bellows AFS), John and Lorraine Hoapili, Kyle Kajihiro, Robert Simmons, Winifred Simmons, Paul 
Richards, Steve Kodama, Linda Read, Phillip Breeze, Major Tamara Duke, Major Alan Crouch (Marine Base 
Hawaii), Leland S.M. Ribac (Neighborhood Commission Office staff.)

Pule: Chair Ho welcomed everyone tonight and noted that the meeting usually begins with an open prayer; if 
prayer offends you, now is the time to leave. Gabriel Weisbarth of Troop 45 provided the pule.

Nominations for sub-district 2 and 4: Chair Ho opened the floor for nominations to fill the vacancy in sub-district 2. 
Jamila nominated Rusty Vierra. Chair Ho noted Vierra had been pre-qualified last month and does reside within 
district 2. With no objections, Vierra was voted to fill the vacancy in sub-district 2. Neighborhood Assistant 
(NA) Ribac administered the Oath of Office and Vierra joined the Board.

PUBLIC INPUT:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): No report available at this time.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Lieutenant John Cheong reported the following information;

1. April Crime Statistics: Crime statistics in the district include;  5 simple assaults, 4 family offenses, 3 auto 
theft recoveries, 2 motor vehicle thefts, 15 motor vehicle collisions, 11 thefts, 16 unauthorized entrance to 
a motor vehicle, and a total of 559 calls in the district.

2. Bellows Patrol: Cheong noted HPD will continue to patrol Bellows for illegal activity, and if residents 
notice any strange behavior to immediately contact HPD and ask for assistance.

Mayor’s Representative: Cyndy Aylett provided the following information;

1. Kamani Tree: The kamani trees along Waimanalo Beach Park were pruned by the City Division of Urban 
Forestry (DUF) in July of 2008. In December 2008 the tree work was performed to address weather 
conditions. DUF anticipated further work to be performed in late May of 2009.
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APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 9, 2009 AND APRIL 13, 2009: Addington moved 
and Jamila seconded to approve the regular meeting minutes of March 9, 2009. The motion was 
ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 11-0-0, (Aye: Ho, Humphrey, Buck, Jamila, Spencer, Bettencourt, Addington, Akeo, 
Chun, Wahinekapu, Vierra.)

Buck moved and Humphrey seconded to approve the regular meeting minutes of April 13, 2009. The 
motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 11-0-0, (Aye: Ho, Humphrey, Buck, Jamila, Spencer, Bettencourt, 
Addington, Akeo, Chun, Wahinekapu, Vierra.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Several announcements were made at this time;

1. Boy Scout troop 45: Scout Master Kalani Richards introduced several Boy Scouts and announced that 
tickets are available for the Boy Scout Car Wash and Bake Sale. Tickets for the car wash are available at 
$10.00 each and will be redeemable on May 25, 2009.

2. Relay for Life: Gail Rombaoa with Julie Dugan and several Relay for Life participants announced there 
are only 25 more days until the Waimanalo Relay for Life event. There is still time to participate as an 
individual or a team. Luminariums are also available to honor your loved ones and can be purchased at 
259-6051. For more information regarding the relay contact 295-7129.

3. Canoe Club: Julie Dugan announced the Waimanalo Canoe Club is currently recruiting interested 
community members to join the canoe club. The club meets every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
between 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

4. Hui Malama O Ke Kai: Lani Eckart announced the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) has honored Hui 
Malama with a monetary donations which will aide the program in offering more projects to the youth. The 
after school program will conclude on June 5, 2009 followed by the Hoike Celebration. There are still 
openings for the Wilderness Awareness Course, contact 259-2601 for more information.

5. Parks and Recreation: Renee Silberstein announced that Summer Fun registrations have begun and 
encouraged parents to register their keiki. A $25.00 flat rate may be applied to registration, should there 
be questions, contact the Waimanalo Beach Park office at 259-9106.

6. Kupuna Housing: Dennison Kalua, a resident of the Kupuna Housing project, announced he has been in
contact with HPD and is currently working on the left turn out of the Kupuna Housing onto Kalanianaole 
Highway, noting the turn is dangerous and needs to be evaluated.

RESIDENTS’ AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS: Several community concerns were raised at this time;

1. Cambridge Management: A community member raised concern that Cambridge Management, which 
operates Waimanalo Apartments has been operating in the community without a proper business license 
for years. Cambridge Management also manages a second apartment complex again without the proper 
licenses. This is unfair to the residents of Waimanalo and should be considered illegal.

2. Bellows Cabins: Joe Ryan provided a copy of several questions that was developed after reading the 
Bellows AFS Environmental Assessment (EA) relating to the proposed cabins to be built. Ryan went on to 
explain several aspects of the EA and why Bellows AFS should conduct an Environmental Impact Study 
(EIS). Buck moved and Humphrey seconded the Board adopt these concerns and forward them to 
Tiffany Patrick of the Hickam Air Force Base. 

Discussion followed:

1. Several Board members raised concern with the possibility of inaccurate data collection within the EA.

2. Several Board members applauded the efforts of Ryan and for his concerns and report. 

3. Captain Duke Patrick welcomed public input and encouraged residents to fill out the comment forms, or 
email their concerns to tiffany.patrick@hickam.af.mil. 
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4. Several community members and organizations, opposed the cabin project, noting that Bellows was 
already taken away from the Hawaiians, and now cabins will prohibit it ever being given back.

5. Several Community members voiced the need for transparency within the military departments, noting 
they have not even heard of this project.

The motion to adopt the concerns and forward them to Tiffany Patrick of the Hickam Air Force Base was 
ADOPTED, 10-0-1, (Aye: Ho, Humphrey, Buck, Jamila, Bettencourt, Addington, Akeo, Chun, Wahinekapu, 
Vierra; Absent: Spencer.)

Humphrey moved and Addington seconded to request an extension for the comment period to further 
allow residents their opportunity to comment. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, (Aye: Ho, 
Humphrey, Buck, Jamila, Spencer, Bettencourt, Addington, Akeo, Chun, Wahinekapu, Vierra.)

COMMUNITY PUBLIC INPUT:

Military Report:

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH): Major Alan Crouch introduced Linda Reed, a new staff member.

1. Hours of Operation: The Base is open Monday-Thursday: 7:00 a.m.-12:00 midnight, Friday: 7:00 
a.m.-10:00 p.m., Saturday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., and closed Sundays and Holidays.

2. Weekend Barricades: Residents may notice an increase in barricades throughout the base; they 
will not be blocking any roadways, but are meant to curb all terrain vehicles (ATV’s) from entering 
restricted areas.

3. Military Appreciation Month: May 17th; MCBH hosted five high schools’ surf teams at Pyramid 
Rock Beach for a surf contest, May 22nd; All service bases will “Ride for Safety” motor cycle 
event, June 9th; MCBH Job fair, public is welcomed to the Kahuna’s Community Ballroom.

4. Homecomings/Deployments: Deployed are Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 362, 3rd Marine 
Regiment HQ, 3rd Battalion 3rd Marine Regiment, and other detachments and augments.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: A community member questioned the Amphibious Vehicle that 
sank off the shore in April; Major Crouch explained due to weather conditions an evaluation is being set up in the 
near future, to determine if any damages were caused.

Bellows AFS: Captain Tamara Duke announced she is very willing to work with the community regarding 
their concerns within Bellows, and appreciates everyone’s comments. The Air Force is also looking for 
people to hire; interested individuals will find more information on the Air Force website.

Education: Keoni Wilhelm provided the following information;

1. Reading Night: Keiki and their parents enjoyed Reading Night last week; each keiki received one new 
book and were able to bring that book home.

2. Cesspool Project: The cesspool project continues on the school grounds, and should span another 6 
months, several parts are being delivered.

3. Important Dates: Hoike will be on Thursday, May 21, 2009; No school on Friday, May 22, 2009.

4. Donations: Mahalo to all community members and organizations that have donated goods and services to 
the schools in these past weeks, the donations have been put to good use for the keiki.

Governor’s Representative: No report available at this time.

Senator Fred Hemming’s Office: No report available at this time.
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Councilmember Ikaika Anderson: Sharon Basmayor provided the Councilmember’s written report, noting he is 
currently in a Council Budget Committee meeting, and invited everyone to participate in the 3Talks on 
Wednesday, July 22, 2009 at the Waimanalo Public Library.

Representative Chris Lee: Representative Chris Lee reported the following report;

1. Waimanalo 2009 Funding: Funding has been appropriated to Kalanianaole Highway for traffic reduction 
improvements, funding for planning and design for Waikapunaha Street, and re-appropriation for design 
and construction for the Weinberg Village.

2. Ceded Lands: House Bill (HB) 1677, requires the approval of 2/3 of both House and Senate before any 
sale of public lands. In the case of a transfer, the bill requires 2/3 disapproval of the measure.

3. Shark Tours: At a recent community meeting in Hawaii Kai, nearly 500 people participated in the 
discussion regarding shark tours in Hawaii, and nearly 99% of residents disapproved touring in Hawaii.

4. Kalanianaole Highway Proposal: The State Department of Transportation (DOT) has been asked to install 
an experimental markers at Inaole and Nakini streets. 

Hawaii Job Corps: Previously reported in the meeting.

Waimanalo Homestead: No report available at this time.

Waimanalo Health Center: May Akamine reported the following;

1. With an additional $170,000 being appropriated, the Health Center is now available and open on 
Saturdays from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

2. The opening of the Waimanalo Smiles Dental Clinic was successful, for appointments contact 259-5466.

Board of Water Supply (BWS): No report available at this time.

Bellows AFS Restoration: Todd Lanning announced Landfill 26 is slated for clean up next month, and three 
further cites have been looked at, and will be determined if clean up is needed.

Hui Malama O Ke Kai: Previously reported in the meeting.

Friends of Waimanalo: No report available at this time.

Youth and Family Collaboration: No report available at this time.

Oceanic Institute: No report available at this time.

Hui O Koolaupoko: No report available at this time.

Kokua Ohana: No report available at this time.

Waimanalo Beach Park Recreation and Education: Previously reported in the meeting.

Waimanalo Wastewater Treatment Plant: No report available at this time.

Waimanalo Kupuna Association: No report available at this time.

NEW BUSINESS:

Waimanalo Educational Expo: Lui Hokoana reported the Waimanalo Educational Expo will be held on May 30, 
2009 from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the Waimanalo Quarry, a flyer with more information will be mailed out

Shark Tour Operations in Hawaiian Waters: A resident of Kailua reported she is in opposition to shark tours in 
Hawaii. She attended the Hawaii Kai meeting where nearly 500 residents spoke in opposition to shark tours, due
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to their dangerous repercussions that will affect all beach visitors throughout the island. Several studies were 
referenced that have shown shark tours produce and adverse effect on wildlife and shark behavior in the ocean. 
Jamila moved and Akeo seconded to provide a resolution in opposition of shark tours in Hawaiian waters.

Discussion followed:

1. Bettencourt questioned the studies referencing that a cage will adversely affect the natural habitat of the 
ocean; the resident explained more information may be presented next month if the Board would allow.

2. Akeo noted that there are fears within the community that sharks will search closer to shore for food, once 
the shark tours “attract” the sharks.

3. Several members noted their reservations, and would prefer further information at the next meeting.

The motion to provide a resolution in opposition of shark tours in Hawaiian waters was NOT ADOPTED, 6-
1-4, (Aye: Ho, Jamila, Spencer, Chun, Wahinekapu, Akeo; No: Bettencourt; Abstain: Humphrey, Buck, Vierra, 
Addington.)

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.

Submitted By:

Leland S.M. Ribac
Neighborhood Assistant 


