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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2008
HALE AKOAKOA
WINDWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CALL TO ORDER –Chair Roy Yanagihara called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. with a quorum of nine
(DeRego, Flanigan, Ida, Jefferies, Sager, Steele, Yamashiro-Hironaka, Yanagihara, Zdvoracek) of the total 
membership of seventeen present (including the vacant Sub-District 7 and 9 seats), with vote of nine 
members (absolute majority) required to take action.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mark Beatty, Kris DeRego, John Flanigan, Marie Gavigan, Glenn Ida, Stephen 
Jefferies, William Sager, Christopher Steele, Patty Yamashiro-Hironaka, Roy Yanagihara, Larry Zdvoracek.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Warren B. Ditch Jr., Wendell Lum, L.C. Morris, Felipe San Nicolas.

GUESTS: Ed Birdsong, Lt. John Vines (Honolulu Police Department –HPD), Crystale Lopez (Hawaii 
Pacific University – HPU), Marci Saisona, Maile Sing, Tom Fee, Tom Burke, Samson Ho, Ui Bourgeois, Rae 
Gee (Mayor’s Office – Mayor Hannemann’s Representative), David Swann, Kathy Curtis, Jeremy Personis 
(Senator Clayton Hee’s Office staff), Senator Jill Tokuda, Lt. Binford Strickland (Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
– MCBH), Laura Thielen (Director, Department of Land and Natural Resources –Governor Lingle’s 
Representative), Lt. John Vines (Honolulu Police Department –HPD), Captain Darrell Kong (Honolulu Fire 
Department –Kaneohe), Lee Ann Bowman, Rosland Suyat, Craig Suyat, Bryan Neff, Jerry Jardin 
(Community Works 96744), Scott Fzer, P. deVos, Noela Napoleon, Grant Yoshimori, Faith Freitas, Lohara 
Wise, Venus Acoba (Councilmember Barbara Marshall’s Office staff), Whitney Wright (MCBH), Elwin Spray
(Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

FILLING OF VACANCIES: Subdistricts 7 (Puohala area) and 9 (Keapuka area) one seat each –Chair 
Yanagihara asked if there were any persons present interested in filling the Subdistrict 7 or 9 vacancy. With 
no nominations or volunteers, Chair Yanagihara deferred filing of the vacancies to the next Board meeting. 

APPROVAL OF JUNE 19, 2008 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: Chair Yanagihara asked for additions or 
corrections to the circulated Regular Meeting Minutes of June 19, 2008. The following were proposed:  

1. Page 2, under HPD number 7, adjust sentence to convey that speeding was occurring ”on the 
old Kaneohe Drive between the Mokapu extension and the H-3 Freeway overpass.  It was also 
pointed out that this area is assigned to Kailua, but since the officers turn around at the bend 
then the old Kaneohe Bay Drive is not being patrolled by anyone” with the comment that the 
patrol issue has been noted and is now being coordinated.  

2. Page 7, where the announcement of the Memorial Park Standing Committee meeting was made 
for “July 17” was in conflict with the announcement on page 6 of that Committee meeting would 
be on “July 7”– and the resulting confusion was commented on that the July 7 actual meeting 
was missed.  

Zdvoracek moved and Flannigan seconded to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 19, 
2008; without objections, Chair Yanagihara declared the minutes approved 9-0-0.  Aye:  DeRego, 
Flanigan, Ida, Jefferies, Sager, Steele, Yamashiro-Hironaka, Yanagihara, Zdvoracek.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA PLANNING AND COMMITTEES’ MEETING MINUTES:  Chair Yanagihara 
asked for additions or corrections to the circulated Agenda Planning and Committees’ Meeting Minutes of 
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July 1, 2008. Flannigan moved and Steele seconded to approve the Agenda Planning and 
Committees’Meeting Minutes of July 1, 2008; without objections, Chair Yanagihara declared the 
minutes approved 9-0-0.  Aye:  DeRego, Flanigan, Ida, Jefferies, Sager, Steele, Yamashiro-Hironaka, 
Yanagihara, Zdvoracek.

PUBLIC SAFETY AND MILITARY REPORT:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) –Captain Darrell Kong (Kaneohe HFD Station) reported June 2008 
activity statistics:  four structure fires, three rubbish fire and two vehicle fires.  He reported emergency calls 
as: eighty-eight medical emergencies, ten search/rescue calls and fifteen miscellaneous emergency calls
(category includes hazardous condition/vehicle clean up, lock out, water evacuation, assist police, assist 
invalid, good intent, and false alarm).  He reported a major incident on June 8, 2008 of a stabbing at Club 
Komo Mai (directly behind the Kaneohe Fire Station in the Times parking lot) involving three companies.  
Kong reported a fire safety tip on childproofing:  

With our island keiki on summer break, this is an opportune time to review your home 
surroundings for potentially dangerous situations.  

 Take the time to childproof your home. Check for situations that may cause electrical 
shock, accidental falls, and/or poisoning from unsecured medications, cleaning products 
and/or houseplants. 

 Ensure swimming pools are properly fenced and gated. An alarm on the door from the 
house to the pool can help prevent unattended keiki from drowning. 

 Keep matches and lighters in a safe, secured place away from children.

Chair Yanagihara thanked Kong for his report.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) –Lt. John Vines distributed a written monthly activity statistics report 
for the month of June 2008 and reported on a June 20, 2008 graffiti incident where there were four arrests 
and a June 19, 2008 robbery at a bus stop near the Kaneohe Zippy’s of a portable electronic game device.  
He reported that one of the graffiti arrestees was a ten-year old.  He also listed several recent area 
incidents:  1) a June 8, 2008 murder at Club Komo Mai (at the Times parking lot), involving the break up of a 
fight, 2) a graffiti incident where two individuals were arrested, 3) a capture of a two-foot boa constrictor, and 
4) the day’s dropping of part of a whale carcass – and the traffic congestion that resulted – by those 
transporting the bones through the Kahikili Highway (at Haiku Road) intersection.  Chair Yanagihara 
referred to a prior request to HPD Lt. Cheong for H-3 statistics, with Vine reporting those numbers had been 
compiled and were included in the distributed written handout, which highlighted H-3 Freeway and Kaneohe 
Bay Drive citations for the two-week period June 22 to July 5, 2008 of two hundred and two speeding 
incidents, two incidents of speeding over eighty miles-per-hour (MPH), one racing citation, and two arrests 
for reckless driving.

Beatty and Gavigan arrived at 7:25 p.m.; eleven members present.

Chair Yanagihara thanked Vines for his report.

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH) –Lt. Binford Strickland represented MCBH and reported the success 
of the Bay Fest festival – especially commenting on the outstanding fireworks display – and the continuing 
RimPac multi-nation military exercise, with the nosier F-18s being generally present on the base until July 
28 (explaining planned operation times include dusk but advising no planned midnight flights) and Bellows 
beach (and Pyramid Rock) closure for the next two weeks.  Strickland reported August Change-of-
Command Ceremonies for the Pacific Marines (August 22, 008) and the base commands.  He also reported 
Kaneohe units continuing to serve in Iraq, with rotation of troops occurring and a returned unit making plans 
to redeploy.  Flannigan commended the graduation of the newly formed Military Police Civilian Academy, 
with Strickland adding that the Marine Corp is converting many of the key support functions, like the base 
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police, to all-civilian jobs and encouraged checking the base web-site for employment openings.  Steele 
asked about the funds raised from the Bay Fest event, suggesting that general community non-profits might 
be considered as recipients, with Strickland reporting that the current main receiver is the base’s Community 
Services branch which provides support to military families, with a special concern for the families of those 
deployed.   Chair Yanagihara thanked Strickland for his report.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Beatty reported the Board’s June 2008 Statement, listing $32.94 in 
Board expenditures and a remaining budget balance of $3,565.58.  Chair Yanagihara noted the Statement 
would be filed.  

PUBLIC INPUT & RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS: Chair Yanagihara asked for items not covered on the 
agenda, recognizing Maile Sing of the University of Hawaii (UH) Hilo.  Sing introduced herself as an 
Admission Advisor for UH Hilo and welcoming any contact about possible attendance, inviting contact at a 
Kaneohe number of 956-4564 (for the coming week), at Hilo 897-4456 and through msing@hawaii.edu.  
Chair Yanagihara asked about the UH Hilo experience, with Sing saying the 3600 student population size 
allows for a closer group, with Bachelor of Science degrees offered in Agriculture, doctorates in 
Pharmacology, and a Hawaiian-language emphasis that includes an immersion option.  She noted that Hilo 
is less expensive that Manoa, although more expensive than West Oahu, but that being on a neighbor 
island gives an “away” experience, which can be enhanced with both an exchange program and a study 
abroad option.   Chair Yanagihara thanked Sing for the presentation; there were no other concerns offered. 

ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS:

Mayor’s Representative –Rae Gee, Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s representative, offered the Mayor’s 
greetings and distributed a City community newsletter and information (including graphics) on the newly 
adopted Fiscal Year 2009 (FY09) City Budget.  Jefferies commented on City budget increases, referring to 
an 11% increase in Operating Budget and a 20% increase in Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) list.  Gee
reported that the Windward Transit Center planning is continuing with no site yet determined and that she 
would continue to follow the transit issue.  She referred to several prior issues in her written report:
Kapunahala Stream Flood Control Project – M&E Pacific is obtaining permits for the project and Hihimanu 
Street Project (Waimanalo) – to be finished in November, 2008, with a mixture of Federal and City funds.
Gee reported a meeting that day on Kaneohe Bay Drive traffic issues with attendance by State, City and 
community members, reporting it is a mix of State and City jurisdictions and the community is to e-mail Gee 
the top five issues for follow-up.   She encouraged participation in the City’s real property tax credit program 
for resident homeowners, with the deadline to file on September 30, 2008. She reported several upcoming 
July-August City-related events:  Family Festivals in Kailua and Haliewa, Tim Man contest, Olomana Road 
Race, Mayor’s Cabinet Waimanalo Beach cleanup, Un-thirsty Plant Sale in Halawa, and the Magic Island 
Family Festival.  Sager thanked Gee for coordinating the Kaneohe Bay Drive meeting with Gee stressing 
the City’s desire to keep the lines of communication open with the area residents.  Chair Yanagihara 
thanked Gee for her presentation.

Councilmember Barbara Marshall –Venus Acoba, from Council Chair Marshall’s Office, circulated a
community report and highlighted Marshall’s planning for a community meeting.  She was available to relay 
questions.  Chair Yanagihara reported an e-mail exchange with a resident about Pahia Street, with Acoba 
saying she would follow up with the City’s Department of Transportation Services (DTS) and report back on 
the issue.  Chair Yanagihara thanked Acoba for her report.  

Governor’s Representative –Laura Thielen, Director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources
(DLNR), represented Governor Linda Lingle and circulated a report on gubernatorial activity.  She referred 
to the prior month’s attendance by DLNR Deputy Ken Kawahara, saying he had answered several concerns 
directly via e-mail.  She reported on area road projects, explaining that the installation of planter boxes 
continues in the Haiku area, that there are plans for upgrading of the H-3 and Likelike Highways overhead 
lights and that construction funds have been released for the repaving of the State Hopital access roads (in 
the timeframe of February to August 2009).  She referred to the written community report’s transit and 
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environmental issues segments, saying Lingle had personally signed a petition for a rail transit question to 
be placed on the City ballot and highlighted signature of environmental-related laws dealing with public 
lands and conservation districts.  She also reported state extension of federally funded unemployment
benefits, the Fifth Annual Women Leadership Conference and a response from DLNR’s aquarium fisheries 
regulation meeting that newly-proposed regulations will start on Maui, with the concern that regulations to 
protect reef fishes needs to be realistically enforceable.  She also reported that the Kaneohe supersucker is 
continuing to be used in Kaneohe to control algae.  Sager reported a positive reaction from those attending 
the previous night’s Kaneohe Bay Advisory Commission about the sand bar [Ahu o Laka sandbar] 
enforcement for the July 4th weekend.  Thielen reported that the Memorial Day events had more DLNR 
presence, with the July 4th event requiring the DLNR involvement in the Ala Wai area and leaving the Coast 
Guard with general coverage, and stressed the need for more DLNR personnel.  She reported that there 
were concerns about the Memorial Day operation that are still being reviewed for a properly designed 
response.   Sager noted the plan for a capture limit for moi, with Theilen saying the regulation being 
considered was for a bag limit for edible fish but that it was in informal internal discussion only at the present 
time, with the enforcement concern being that its easier to enforce for a total ban. Chair Yanagihara 
thanked Thielen for her report.

U.S. Representative Mazie Hirono –No representative present.

Senator Jill Tokuda –No representative present.

Senator Clayton Hee –No representative present.

Representative Pono Chong –No representative present.

Representative Ken Ito –No representative was present.

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS:

Hope Chapel –No representative was present.

Hawaii Pacific University (HPU) –Crystale Lopez represented HPU and reported DLNR, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, HPU students and staff, and area residents pulled a whale carcass from 
the Kahuku Point area shoreline, with the bones being saved by HPU.  She reported expansion plans being
developed for the HPU Hawaii Loa Campus (being coordinated by Group 70 International) and Hawaii 
Pacific Health’s Raymond Vara to serve on the Board of Trustees.  She announced several events:  Hawaii 
Loa Art Gallery show July 27 to September 16 and Summer graduation on August 14, 2008. Chair 
Yanagihara thanked Lopez for her report.

Adjustment to Agenda –Chair Yanagihara noted the normal Committee update report on the Hawaiian 
Memorial Park Expansion should be moved up as a larger presentation item and suggested that the agenda 
change should be discussed at this point.  DeRego moved to add the Hawaiian Memorial Park 
Expansion Update to the agenda after the Kaneohe Bay Drive Speeding issue; Chair Yanagihara 
stated the question to the Board for the Expansion Update after the Speeding issue, and with no 
objections, declared it passed unanimously 11-0-0. Chair Yanagihara suggested the scheduled 
Charter School presentation should be taken up out of order prior to the Unfinished Business items; 
Chair Yanagihara heard no objections and declared it passed unanimously 11-0-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Ke Kula ‘o Samuel M. Kamakau Charter School –Marcia Sarsons was present to discuss plans for a 
laboratory public charter school to be re-located to the abandoned seven buildings in Ha’iku Valley from the 
current location at Kokokahi YWCA.  She invited calls for information to 235-9174, and distributed brochures 
and made a PowerPoint presentation.   She reported current population of 95 children from kindergarten ot 
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high school, representing 65 families, and plans to expand to a total 176 students, with currently twenty-four 
full and part-time staff members.  She explained that family participation is encouraged, with free language 
and culture classes offered and families asked to volunteer at the school.  The current building will be 
reconditioned in phases and concerns about traffic will be addressed with encouragement of staggered start 
times and car-pooling.  The property is owned by the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands and the 
surrounding site will be developed to include gardens and plantings, and to participate in area fishpond use.  
Although there are twenty-seven charter schools, this is the only charter language-immersion school.  Sager 
asked about funding sources, which was reported to be from private funds and from grants.  Flannigan 
referred to the vandalism reported on the buildings, with Sarsons saying plans are proceeding for a 
caretaker.  Chair Yanagihara asked about a timetable, with Sarsons saying the move-in would be July 2009.  
Chair Yanagihara thanked Sarsons and the group for the presentation and asked them to keep the Board 
updated. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Kaneohe Bay Drive Traffic and Speeding Issues -- Kathleen Curtis reported a meeting earlier in the day
on the concerns for the Kaneohe Bay Drive area, thanking Rae Gee for coordinating attendance by City and 
State agencies.  Curtis reported yellow traffic lines had been installed but not respected, including the 25 
miles per hour (MPH) limit.  She reported concerns including blind driveways, no pedestrian crossings, no 
bus shelters, the road use as a short cut to MCBH and the need for more signs to direct Kaneohe town 
drivers to the freeway rather than through the secondary roads.  Paul deVos noted the need for 
enforcement, with Curtis referencing the HPD reports of 202 speeding tickets for the two week period.  Chair 
Yanagihara noted the community and the City working together on the concerns and asked for an update in 
a few months. 

Puu Alii Landscaping Update –Dave Swann described the issue as discussed over the past several 
months, referring to Sager assistance by placing information on the Kaneohe Neighborhood Board’s  
Environment Committee blog page (http://KaneoheNeighborhoodBoard.blogspot.com).  The Puu Alii 
townhouse development is on 54 acres on the crest of the bluff behind Safeway and Long’s, was developed 
twenty years ago, with part of the development plan to include a screen of trees between the new 
townhouses and parking lots and the existing homes.  He explained that over the past years the trees have 
generally disappeared.  Chair Yanagihara asked if the landscaping was part of the condition of the building, 
with Swann explaining that the screen was required as part of the 1975 City ordinance, with the landscape 
plan saying that the City’s Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) needed to review Puu Alii plans for 
trimming of trees but that now many trees are completely removed.  Chair Yanagihara referred to a draft 
letter developed by Swann and Sager, which refers to a March 2008 citation by the DPP of the homeowner 
association.  Chair Yanagihara accepted the letter as a committee motion.  Jefferies suggested deletion 
of the phrase of non-conformance from the draft, which was restated by Chair Yanagihara and agreed to by 
Jefferies, Flanigan and Swann.  Steele said the Board should vote on the amendment.  Chair Yanagihara 
asked for a vote on amending the letter by deletion of the phrase non-conformance, and hearing no 
objections, declared the amendment passed unanimously 11-0-0.  Steele asked about the 
appropriateness of the letter, with Chair Yanagihara explaining the Board had heard the background of the 
issue and that the proposed letter’s letter being directed to the DPP was appropriate for the DPP to enforce.  
Gavigan asked about the citation, with Swann saying that the ownership is of 540 members, so the possible 
penalty of $50 a day is not to high and that therefore the Board’s action might be more meaningful.  Chair 
Yanagihara, Gavigan, Steele and Sager suggested approval of the letter but that minor adjustments could 
be made to the final version.  Chair Yanagihara asked if there were any more points and Flanigan 
moved to call the question, with Sager seconding and Chair Yanagihara declaring the question 
called unanimously 11-0-0.  On the motion to send a letter to DPP on the Puu Alii Homeowners 
Association Landscaping, Chair Yanagihara declared the motion passed unanimously 11-0-0.  Chair 
Yanagihara thanked Swann and Sager and the other members, saying that he and Gavigan would finalize 
the letter and thanking Gavigan for her critical input.
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Hawaiian Memorial Park Expansion – DeRego reported that a draft environmental impact statement (EIS) 
had been released with a deadline for response of July 23, 2008.  He reviewed past Board efforts to review 
the project, citing many committee and community meeting, as well as Board reports, with the concerns 
topics identified by the Standing Committee as:

1. conflict with the Sustainability Community Plan (urban boundaries)
2. cultural impacts (sites)
3. hydrology
4. vegetations
5. view plane / imagining
6. air quality, noise, traffic
7. security concerns
8. crematorium vs. burial issues  conservation of land

DeReo stressed that the deadline was the next week and the Board should consider adopting a letter 
expressing concerns.  Board discussion included Jefferies suggestion of “new housings” being eliminated 
from the project planning, with DeRego explaining that it was part of the financial viability of the project and 
Jefferies saying it should be included as one of the “to be considered” options.  Chair Yanagihara suggested 
that the draft EIS response might be appropriate as a committee response rather than a Board response, as 
it was the committee that was the participant in the review, with DeRego agreeing.  Steele expressed thanks 
to DeRego and to Sager for the time spent on the review, With Chair Yanagihara agreeing in the 
appreciation.  Chair Yanagihara asked for objections to the response being sent as a committee 
participant’s letter, and hearing no objections, declared the motion to send the letter passed 
unanimously 11-0-0.  Chair Yanagihara announced that DeRego would send the letter, with Sager asking 
about house value and Chair Yanagihara deferring the question to the committee.

Senator Jill Tokuda –Senator Tokuda reported following up on community issues, reporting that the Castle 
Hills development had received $2 million (2006) and $5 million (2007) for mitigation but that most had not 
been released and that issue is still on hold as negotiations on purchase prices and an environmental 
assessment is needed.  She said more information needs to be obtained from the State Department of 
Transportation for a future meeting.  She explained that emergency shelters where not funded as part of the 
Administration’s budget.  A resident requested assistance at a four way stop on Mokuleilei, with Chair 
Yanagihara asking the issue to be referred to Councilmember Marshall’s staff Venus Acoba.  She reported a 
planned joint Kaneohe Legislators Talk Story on August 6, 2008.  Chair Yanagihara thanked Tokuda for her 
report.

Representative Pono Chong –Senator Tokuda reported for Chong on a budget question from a prior 
meeting, explaining that the difference between the State budget items (shortfall) is due to the lowering of 
the forecast on state revenues over the four month period in the budget development.  Jefferies asked if it 
was legal to spend funds on rail ads, with Tokuda reporting that the State does spend funds on issue 
advocacy.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Chair Yanagihara asked if any committee chairs had additional announcements.
Sager reported that the Kaneohe Bay Commission also heard concerns about reef damage due to boats 
running onto the reef surface, that survey plans are being made for Ahu o Laka and that a presentation was 
made on the conservation network. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chair Yanagihara announced the next Agenda Planning & Committees’ Meeting to 
be Tuesday, August 5, 2008 at the Kaneohe Community and Senior Center, the next Regular Meeting to be 
on Thursday, August 21, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. and the next meeting of the Hawaiian Memorial Park Standing 
Committee on Monday, August 4, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. Chair Yanagihara also reminded everyone to check in 
at the Kaneohe Neighborhood Board blog: http://KaneoheNeighborhoodBoard.blogspot.com. Chair 
Yanagihara expressed thanks to the Olelo staff for their help with the overhead projection screens.
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ADJOURNMENT: Chair Yanagihara adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m.

Submitted by Elwin Spray, Neighborhood Commission Office staff  

Kaneohe Neighborhood Board No. 30 notices:  
http://KaneoheNeighborhoodBoard.blogspot.com

Kaneohe Neighborhood Board 
Minutes of Agenda Planning Meeting
August 5, 2008
Kaneohe Senior Center
7:00 pm

Members Present: Roy Yanagihara, John Flanigan, Felipe San Nicholas, Bill Sager, Marie Gavigan, 
Chris Steele, Patty Yamashiro-Hironaka

Guests: Mrs. Steele, Kika Bukoski

1. Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.

2. Determination of August 21, 2008 Meeting Room: Hale Alakai, Windward Community College

3. Agenda Items needed:  

OLD Business:
(1)  Hawaiian Memorial Park - Update

New Business:
(1)  Website-Publicity Fund Expenditure -Motion

(2)  Bayview Golf Course-Proposal
-Kika Bukoski
-Keith Kurahashi

 4. Adjournment: 7:30 p.m.


