
KANEOHE NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 30
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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2007
AKOAKOA HALE
WINDWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Yanagihara called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was present.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Clyde Morita, Patty Yamashiro – Hironaka, John R. Sabas, Wendell Lum, Roy 
Yanagihara, Paul Friel, John Flanigan, Elizabeth Gaisthia, L.C. Morris, Kristopher DeRego, Larry Zdvoracek, Bill 
Sager.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Rick Karasaki, Niko Koga, and Felipe San Nicholas.

GUESTS: Mark Beatty, James Gosner (Honolulu Advertiser), Margaret Primacio (Keep Kahuku Country), 
Captain Nyle Dolena and Lt. Robert Robinson (Honolulu Police Department-District 4, Kaneohe), Andrew Sam, 
Vinson Pohlam, Leo Bell, Barb VanDeKamp (Boy Scout Troop 113), Captain Robert Methered (Honolulu Fire 
Department, Kaneohe), Vern and Kona Hahn, Ted Kanemori, George Okuda (Representative Ken Ito’s office), 
D. Underwood, Jessica McDunn (Hawaii Pacific University), Hiilei Kawelo (Paepae o Heeia), Mahealani Cypher 
(Koolauloa Hawaiian Civic Club/Koolau Foundation), Les Chang (Mayor’s Office/Department of Parks and 
Recreation), Peter Young (Governor’s Office/Department of Land and Natural Resources), Janine Tully 
(Representative Pono Chong’s Office), and Nola J. Frank (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

FILLING OF VACANCIES: Subdistricts 1 –There were no interested person present to fill the vacancies.

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 2006 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES –The following additions/corrections were 
made:

 Page 3, last bullet should read, “...Kaneohe Substation will have a change of command with the 
Captain being promoted to Major...”

 Page 5, Councilmember Barbara Marshall should read, “...Bill 55 passed second reading and was 
reported back to committee...”

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2007 AGENDA PLANNING AND COMMITTEE’S MEETING –Deferred.

7:06 p.m. Gaisthia arrived (11 members present).

PUBLIC SAFETY AND MILITARY REPORT:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Methered reported statistics for the month of December no fires, 
medical 31, EMS care 29, search/rescue 1, miscellaneous 38 (investigate, alarms, etc), fill in/standby 4, and  
restore systems/services 1. Fire Safety Tip: fire, building, and U.S. postal codes, along with City ordinances, 
state that all property owners shall place their house number so it is legible and visible from the street or road 
fronting their property. This will assist the Honolulu Fire Department and other first responders in locating your 
home quickly in the event of an emergency.

Questions and comments: 1) Lum asked if the new EMS proposal of not using sirens all the time affects HFD? 
Captain Methered replied it won’t affect how HFD does business, and per the traffic code emergency 
responders are not allowed to exceed speed. 2) Sager mentioned that three-fourths of the homes in his 
neighborhood do not have visible addresses. The response was to check with the Building Department. 3) In 
response to an audience member, according to the stations journals and statistics there were no fire calls on 
New Year’s Day. Chair added that HFD opposes fireworks. Captain Methered was thanked for attending the 
meeting.
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7:10 p.m. Morita and Yamashiro-Hironaka arrived (13 members present).

Honolulu Police Department: Lt. Robinson reported Statistics for December included 8 D.U.I., 114 speeding 
citations, 332 moving citations, 227 miscellaneous and 160 parking citations. Follow up to previous concerns 
raised: 1) regarding illegal parking at a bus stop near City Mill – 25 citations were issued and 14 cars towed. 2) 
Kardinal Puff is a drinking game. Captain Nyle Dolera for District 4 was introduced. The Captain mentioned as a 
resident of Kaneohe he is glad to be back in the area. Lt. Robinson and Captain Dolera were thanked for 
attending the meeting.

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH) –Sarah Fry reported that a scoping meeting is occurring this evening from 
5 to 8 p.m. for public input regarding the preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement by the Navy. Plans 
are to replace the P-3 (Orion) aircrafts with the P-8 (Poseidon) 737 jet aircrafts. Last day to send written 
comments is March 2, 2007.  Marines from 3rd Radio Battalion participated in the Hula Bowl Football Game as 
part of a joint service color guard; and the Martin Luther King Day Parade. The Windward Civilian-Military 
Council meeting was held on January 16. Volunteers are being sought by Base Chapel Outreach to participate 
in the next “Feeding the Homeless” at the Institute of Human Services in downtown Honolulu. Military personnel 
will participate in the joint service color guard for the 2007 Pro Bowl, which will also feature a pre-game flyover 
by the Hawaii Air National Guard. MCBH and other military installations will host visits by various NFL players, 
their families, and coaches.

Questions and comments: 1) Send comments to: Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic, 
6506 Hampton Blvd... Norfolk, VA 23508-1278. 2) Chair asked about the increased activity at the base in recent 
days. Fry replied that squadrons from Japan stopover for a two day rest before departing for the mainland. 
Sarah Fry was thanked for attending the meting.

Without objections, the agenda was taken out of order to the Treasurer’s Report.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gaisthia reported: November 2006 – Previous balance in the 
Operating/Publicity Account was $3,849.59, with expenditures of $33.92, leaving a balance of $3,815.67; The 
Refreshment Account had no expenditures leaving the balance at $120.00. December 2006 –
Operating/Publicity Account balance was $3,815.67, with expenditures of $48.98, leaving a balance of 
$3,766.69; no expenditures in the Refreshment Account leaving the balance at $120. Chair noted that receipts 
were submitted for December expenditures from the Refreshment Account that are yet to be reflected on the 
board’s statement.

The agenda order resumed.

PUBLIC INPUT & RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS:

Proposed Kamehameha Preschool (Haiku Valley) - Mark Beatty raised issue about Kamehameha School’s 
proposed plans to build a preschool building in Haiku and questioned the zoning. Chair responded that the 
matter was previously brought before the board and the plans are under review by the Department of Planning 
and Permitting (DPP). Acoba (aide to Council Chair Marshall) said the matter passed second reading in the 
zoning committee. Sabas asked Beatty if he was aware of a community group working with Kamehameha 
Schools. Beatty replied he generally aware and asked for a contact number. His second concern was that the 
light rail would not meet the needs of 92 percent of Windward residents.

Ilioulaokalani Coalition –Wayne Panoke presented that the coalition is made up of cultural practitioners of 
ancestral lands. Legislation is being proposed this year to protect the Kahuku shoreline from any development. 
A developer plans to build 18 luxury homes, which are adamantly opposed by the community. The public would 
have two beach accesses and two parks, which is not enough. He asked support for this legislation.

Questions and comments: 1) Lum wanted to know what is the zoning for the shoreline. Margaret Primacio 
replied the area is currently zoned P-2 (urban district). 2) Panoke said if there was interest on the issue he 
would gladly do a presentation at the next board meeting. Chair agreed. 3) Sabas asked if the area 
neighborhood board was presented with this issue. Panoke responded that the board heard from the owner at 
last Thursday’s meeting. In the past, the board supported the residents. Panoke believes the board was not 
prepared to make a decision at that meeting. 4) This item will be place on the February agenda. Wayne Panoke 
and Margaret Primacio were thanked for attending the meeting.
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ELECTED OFFICIALS’ REPORTS”

Mayor’s Representative –Les Chang reporting on a question posed at the last meeting, the intersection of 
Kahekili Highway and Kahuhipa Street is under the jurisdiction of the State and should be directed to the State 
Department of Transportation. The Honolulu News was distributed and Chang noted Bill 79, relating to mass 
transit was signed into law by Mayor Hannemann on January 7. Mayor Hannemann proclaimed Kaneohe’s 
Dean Wilson a “Honolulu Hero” in a gathering at the Pali Golf Course for winning his first PGA tournament. 
Mayor Hannemann opened the City’s new Koolau Driver License Center at the Koolau Center on December 21, 
2006. Chang distributed City & County of Honolulu Month in Chinatown ribbons (Year of the Boar) and said this 
is the first for the City. Along with the ribbon was a pamphlet with names of different restaurants and business 
giving a discount to patrons wearing the ribbon. The Year of the Boar starts on February 18, 2007.

Questions and comments: 1) Lum requested asphalt replacement to the mauka side sidewalk on the northwest 
corner of Kamehameha and Likelike Highways. 2) Morita requested changes to the stoplight at the entrance to 
King Intermediate School from 24/7 to a flashing yellow/red during non-school hours. 3) Lum suggested the City 
replace the asphalt sidewalk near Times Supermarket to concrete.  4) Chair asked Chang if he knew the waiting 
time at the new Koolau Drivers License test center. Follow up will be done. In response to Morris, the new 
center does all functions relating to driving (written and road tests, duplicates, and renewals). 5) Sabas asked 
the status of the Haiku Stairs issue. Chang replied there were previously two security guards at the stairs. Due 
to budget cuts, there currently is one guard stationed at the stairs from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. covering the upper area. 
All options are still under consideration. An audience member said she appreciates the guards. 6) Kona Hahn 
raised concern about speeding on Koa Kahiko Street. Follow up will be done. Les Chang was thanked for 
attending the meeting.

Council Chair Barbara Marshall –Venus Acoba distribute the written report and noted: The next Council 
District 3 Talks meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7, 2007, 7 p.m., at the Kaneohe Community & 
Senior Center. 

Questions and Comments: 1) Chair congratulated Councilmember Barbara Marshall for being elected Chair of 
the City Council. Venus Acoba was thanked for attending the meeting. 2) Friel asked the status of Resolution 
06-194, relating to the Kulana Nani Apartments on Kahuhipa Street. Acoba will contact Friel with the requested 
information. Venus Acoba was thanked for attending the meeting.

Governor’s Representative –Peter Young circulated The Governor’s Update and was available for questions.

Questions and comments: 1) Follow up will be done regarding restriping of Kahuhipa Street from Kamehameha 
Highway near Lilipuna Road. 2) Flanigan reported because of work being done on the H-1 Freeway, cones are 
blocking the right turn lane right before the Likelike Off-ramp and noted the cones are set up quite a distance 
from where the work is being done. 3) Chair requested a representative from the Department of Transportation 
to attend the February Board Meeting. 4) Sabas asked why the State is refusing the offer to take back the Haiku 
Stairs. Young explained the Nahalahele Program basically for the conservation of trees, etc. History is that the 
Land Board transferred the Haiku Stairs to the City. Several hundred thousands of dollars has been spent by the 
City to repair the stairs. Young is aware of community concerns relative to inconsiderate people taking 
advantage of private property (trespassing). The State is willing to work with the City, but not take the stairs 
back. George Okuda asked if the Haiku Stairs is part of the natural trails. Young answered there would have to 
be limited liability if the stairs were added on to the trail. The stairs are manmade. Peter Young was thanked for 
attending the meeting. 

8:07 p.m. Sabas left the meeting (12 members present).

U.S. Representative Mazie Hirono –No representative was present.

Senator Clayton Hee –No representative was present.

Senator Jill Tokuda –Senator Tokuda was unable to attend tonight’s meeting; her written report was available 
for interested persons to review.

Representative Ken Ito –George Okuda wished everyone a Happy New Year and noted that the legislation 
session started yesterday and ends May 3, 2007. The next day to introduce bills is next Wednesday. This 
session Representative Ito will Chair the Water, Ocean Resources and Hawaiian Committee.
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Questions and comments: 1) If a resolution is not heard for two years it is dead. If the resolution passed the 
House and Senate and forwarded to committee it could be reintroduced. 2) For information contact the office at 
586-8470. George Okuda was thanked for attending the meeting.

Representative Pono Chong –Janine Tully reported regarding the proposed sidewalks along Lilipuna Street 
and Waikalua Road, Representative Chong is waiting for the State Department of Transportation to name a 
coordinator. The Traffic Branch would respond regarding the start of the project. The project comes under the 
Safe Route Program, for easier access to schools in the State. Regarding the Ipuka Street relative to the Hee’ia 
Fishpond, plans are to meet with the Friends of He’eia to mitigate noise and activities at the fishpond. Kokokahi 
Issue (Cooper residence) - the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) approved use for a single 
dwelling, but the barn was denied. Young said that the application for the barn was withdrawn and not acted on. 
Funds for the Windward Community College Library are yet to be released by the Governor. Regarding plans for 
the P-8 (Poseidon) aircrafts, the representative spoke with the Navy’s Regional Office that indicated the plans 
are a long way out. Interested persons were urged to submit testimonies on the matter. Hearings are planned 
for next year. 

Questions and Comments: 1) the wetlands are State owned and feeds into the fishpond up stream of the bridge. 
Regarding plans for the wetlands, Young said things would be worked through the DLNR Forestry and Wildlife 
Division to reactivate the marsh. Currently, there are no immediate plans. Chair recalls a board presentation 
with an intimate connection between the wetlands and the fishpond. He encouraged Kamehameha Schools to 
contact DLNR. Young added DLNR is in touch with both and friends help with cleaning the upper section of the 
marsh. 2) Representative Chong plans to address noise issues on Ipuka Street. Chair added to be aware that 
there is undeveloped parkland on the other side of the fishpond. Janine Tully was thanked for attending the 
meeting.

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS:

Hope Chapel –No representative was present.

Hawaii Pacific University –Jessica McDunn reported: 1) Winter Session, December 18 to January 20. 2) 
Spring Semester, January 22-May 13 (Friday, February 2 is the last day to register). 3) HPU graduated nearly 
600 students, including 100new nurses at the winter 2007 Commencement held on January 10. 4) HPU is 
working with the State and City and County to connect the HLC to the City and County sewer system. The 
connection point will be the Hale Kou Pumping Station, on Kamehameha Highway near the intersection of 
Kamehameha Highway and H-3 (across from the east end of the Veteran’s Cemetery/Memorial Park). Micro-
tunneling, environmentally friendly boring technique will be used meaning fewer open trenches. The sewer 
connection will allow HPU to begin serious planning for expansion of the HLC, the first steps of which will be 
new residence halls (400), a Student Center, a Theater and Performing Arts Center, and additional classrooms 
and faculty offices, about four to five years away. Planning committees are being formed to develop expansion 
plans. 5) Events: Information Session – Master of Social Work, 6 p.m. Tuesday, January 23; Professional 
Studies Seminar: MSI, MAGL, MAHRM, MAOC – 5:30 p.m., Wednesday January 24. For more information call 
544-8035 or email graduate@hpu.edu; Art Gallery – “Items of History” and “Preservation” opening reception 4-6 
p.m., Sunday, January 28. The Exhibition runs January 28 – March 9. Jessica McDunn was thanked for 
attending the meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Celebrate Kane’ohe Resolution – Morita moved and seconded by Flanigan the Kane’ohe Neighborhood 
Board No 30 will use its best efforts publicizing of this celebrating through its agenda and mailing list 
and in other ways that members shall determine.

Discussion followed: 1) Mahealani Cypher noted the steering committee met two weeks ago. A letter of 
commitment and fact sheet were available on the back table of the meeting room for interested persons to 
review. The events would include areas from Mokapu to Kane’ohe Bay. 2) Chair expressed concern with the 
wording commits it self to participate and amended the resolution to read to use its best efforts to publicize. 
Morita accepted the amendment. 3) Cypher announced the next steering committee meeting is scheduled for 
Friday, Windward Community College, Akoakoa Room 107 at 9 a.m. Start date for the events is May 12, 2007 
at the mall.
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The resolution was adopted unanimously, 12-0-0 (Morita, Yamashiro-Hironaka, Lum, Yanagihara, Friel, 
Flanigan, Gaisthia, Morris, DeRego, Ida, Zdvoracek, Sager).

Heeia Fishpond Resolution – Morita moved seconded by Zdvoracek to consider the resolution related to 
He’eia Fishpond Planned Improvements.

Discussion followed: 1) Sager asked to amend the last whereas to read “mitigate”. Morita said the board is 
advisory and he wants to make all resident concerns are addressed and resolved. Chair added the work request 
is advisory. Sager agreed. 

The motion was adopted unanimously, 12-0-0 (Morita, Yamashiro-Hironaka, Lum, Yanagihara, Gaisthia, 
Friel, San Nicolas, Morris, DeRego, Ida Zdvoracek, Sager).

NEW BUSINESS:

Windwardside News –James Gosner (of the Honolulu Advertiser) announced that the Honolulu Advertiser 
now has a Community Website for the Kane’ohe area. The Advertiser site can offer local news, provide a forum 
to reach each other, and mix new technology with traditional journalism. It would give a direct voice to residents 
of the community, increase participation in events, is an inclusive web site focused on the Kane’ohe area, and 
constantly change material and photos from three sources. Schools, clubs, boards, businesses, churches, and 
individuals connecting neighbors, shoppers, students and volunteers should use the site. You can help by 
becoming a citizen reporter, write stories about club projects with photos, soccer games, signups, family 
reunions, new business openings, fundraisers, school projects, and meetings. Blogs relating to discussions, 
complaints, or anything about the community could be put on the web site. Website: myadvertiser.com/kaneohe; 
email address: myadvertiser@honoluluadvertiser.com; Editor James Gosner, 535-2431, 
jgosner@honoluluadvertiser.com; Reporter: Caryn Kunz, 525-7443, ckunz@honoluluadvertiser.com; Advertising 
contact is Clint Schroeder, 525-7675, cjschroe@honolulu.gannett.com. James Gosner was thanked for 
attending the meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Legislative:
 State Legislature Committee –Chair announced board member Kris DeRego would be serving on this 

committee.
 City & County Ordinance Committee –Friel reported followed up on resolution 06-194 will be done.

Public Health & Safety:
 Mental Health Committee - Celebrate Kaneohe Resolution –Flanigan reported Hawaii State Hospital 

would be sending a representative to the board’s February meeting.
 Public Safety Committee –No report.

Planning Committee –No report.
Transportation Committee –No committee chairperson.
Education Committee - No report.
Environmental Committee - No report.
Windward Civilian/Military Committee - No report.
OMPO Citizen Advisory Committee –Lum reported a presentation relative to tsunami’s and earthquakes at 
the last OMPO meeting.
Neighborhood Board Website Contact Committee - No report.
Publicity Committee –No report.
Haiku Stairs –No report.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Gaisthia reported “Cool Kailua Nights”, February 3, 2007, 5 to 10 p.m. Proceeds from this event will go 
to Castle Hospital’s Chemo Unit.

 The next agenda Planning & Committees’ Meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 6, 2007, Kaneohe 
Community and Senior Center, 7:00 p.m.

 Next Regular Meeting will take place at the Windward Community College, Akoakoa Room on 
Thursday, February 15, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.
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ADJOURNMENT –Flanigan moved seconded by Zdvoracek to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 
9:07 p.m.

Submitted by:
Nola J. Frank, Neighborhood Assistant


