
WAIALAE-KAHALA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 3

          c/o NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
             PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board System – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 2014
WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Arnold Brady called the Waialae-Kahala Neighborhood Board meeting to order at 7:06
p.m. with four (4) members present. Quorum was NOT ACHIEVED. Note – This nine (9) member Board 
requires five (5) members to establish quorum and to take official Board action.

Board Members Present: Scotty Anderson, Arnold Brady, Kenneth Chang, Peter Dudgeon, John Pyles, Martin 
Schiller, and Richard Turbin.

Board Members Absent: Marianne Au and Sylvia Himeda. 

Vacancies: There were no vacancies.

Guests: Clinton Sukekane, Chaid Hironaka, and Shane Fujitami (Honolulu Police Department); Captain Rickey 
Amano and Beau Lee (Honolulu Fire Department); Eileen Mark (Department of Transportation Services); Gerald 
Saito (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s representative); George Atta (Department of Planning and Permitting); Michael Leong 
(Councilmember Stanley Chang’s office staff); Representative Bertrand Kobayashi; Senator Sam Slom; Jeff 
Overton (Group 70); Robert Murakami, Helen Price, Rod Johnstone, Martin Hsial, John Dungate, Allison Schaefers, 
Wayne Chooklett, Natalie Iwasa, and Jenilea Michaela Heath (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS AND GUESTS:

MONTHLY REPORTS

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) –Captain Rickey Amano reported the following:
 Fire Statistics for May 2014: Statistics included 2 structure fires, 0 wildland fires, 0 rubbish fires, 0 vehicle 

fires, 80 medical emergencies, 4 search and rescues, and 43 miscellaneous calls for service. 
 Fire Escape Safety Tip: Smoke alarms safe lives and are an important part of a home fire escape plan. In 

2007 to 2011, smoke alarms sounded in half of the home fires reported to United States fire departments. 
Three (3) of every five (5) home fire deaths resulted from homes with no smoke alarms. The death rate per 
100 reported home fires was more than twice as high in homes that did not have working smoke alarms, or 
no smoke alarms present. In one quarter of home fire deaths, smoke alarms were present but did not 
sound. Ensure all fire alarms in homes and businesses work and have good batteries.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) –Officer Clinton Sukekane provided a handout and reported the following:
 Crime Statistics for May 2014: Statistics included 2 motor vehicle thefts, 9 burglaries, 28 thefts, and 15

unauthorized entries into a motor vehicle (UEMV). HPD district 7 officers responded to a total of 5,915 
emergency calls.  

 ATM Safety Tips: Residents should be careful when walking at night. Be aware of keeping in lighted areas. 
Look out for areas where people could be hiding. Avoid ATMs on corners of buildings where a mugger 
could be hiding, and only use ATMs that are located inside of open businesses. Avoid withdrawing large 
amounts of cash. If robbed, do not argue; hand the assailant the money, and call 911 when possible. Note 
any defining features such as birthmarks or scars. Check bank statements regularly.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Beach ATVs: Pyles thanked HPD for their attention to Kahala beaches and for patrolling on ATVs. The 

department currently has two (2) ATVs. There were four (4) but the others broke down.
2. Teenagers: A community member thanked HPD for their response in breaking up youths having parties.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) –No representative was present; a written report was provided.

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO) –No representative was present; no report was provided.
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Governor Neil Abercrombie’s Representative – No representative was present; a written report was provided.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Gerald Saito reported the following:
 Road Repairs: Construction is ongoing for rehabilitation of localized streets in Waialae Nui, Waialae Iki and 

Aina Haina. Construction is anticipated to be completed in February 2015. 169 lane miles have been paved 
and over 16,000 potholes have been filled so far this year.

 Kakaako Park Project: The Kakaako Park Project has begun and should be completed quickly.
 Bike Initiatives: Both sides of Waialae Avenue from St Louis Drive to 9th Avenue will be gaining bike lanes, 

and there will be a protected bike lane installed on King Street.
 Streetlights: The City is fitting all streetlights on the island with LED fixtures by 2018. This will result in 

overall savings for the city.
 Transit Oriented Development (TOD): An agreement was signed to begin a 14 acre project in Aiea at the 

former Kamehameha Drive-In Theater site. This is the first TOD project along the rail route.
 Bed and Breakfast: A site exterior inspection of the property showed no bed and breakfast or transient 

vacation rental activity is being conducted at 2158 Halekoa Road. The property owner is out of the country 
and does not know exactly when he will return to the State. In response to more recent complaints, it was 
determined that a house-sitter and his wife are currently occupying the dwelling. The occupants said the 
owner instructed them not to allow access to the interior of the dwelling until the owner returns.

 TheBus: Follow up reports will be made to the Board regarding TheBus activity by either Department of 
Transportation Services (DTS) representative Eileen Mark, or through Mayor’s representative Gerald Saito.

Richard Turbin arrived at 7:17 p.m. Five (5) members were present and QUORUM WAS ACHIEVED.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Drainage Plan: A community member thanked Saito for his updates on the drainage canal plan. The 

drawing should be done by mid June 2014. 
2. Illegal Dumping: Turbin noted that there is an illegal dumping problem on Kahala Avenue where gardening 

crews will dump green waste before the pick-up date. Saito noted that if illegal dumping is seen, the 
Department of Environmental Services (ENV) should be notified, as well as HPD.

3. Median: Resident Lucinda Pyles noted that the irrigation system for the median along Hunakai Street 
between Waialae Avenue and Pahoa Road needs repair.

Councilmember Stanley Chang – Michael Leong reported the following:
 Bus Stop: On Friday June 6, 2014, the curb at a bus stop on the 1100 block of Pueo Street was repainted. 

Additional signage has been requested.
 Illegal Vacation Rentals: A concern about another illegal vacation rental has been passed to the 

Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP). 
 Bulky Items: Bulky items on the 4000 block of Black Point Road have been reported to ENV. The items 

have been left for over three (3) months. ENV has had issues with trucks being out of commission.
 Water Repairs: BWS has repaired a main on Kilauea Avenue.
 Machinery: Four (4) heavy machinery vehicles were reported on Elepaio Street. The issue has been 

passed to DPP.

Representative Bertrand Kobayashi – Representative Kobayashi provided a handout and reported the following:
 Culinary Institute: The Kapiolani Community College (KCC) Culinary Institute expects to award bids at the 

end of June 2014 for construction on their new facilities to begin in November 2014. This is the second 
round of bidding for the project. 

 Green Energy Loan Program: The Green Energy loan program was funded by $50 million in State special 
funds and will be supplemented by $50 million to $100 million in private sector funds. The funding will be 
loaned to utility customers who would otherwise not have the cash in-pocket to finance solar water heating 
or a photovoltaic (PV) system. The program will start in November 2014. More information about 
qualifications and the application process will be available later this summer. 

Representative Mark Hashem –No representative was present; no report was provided.

Senator Sam Slom – Senator Slom reported the following:
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 Repaving: Repaving of Kalanianaole Highway from West Hind Drive to Hanauma Bay begins next week. 
The project will take two (2) years and will severely affect traffic. 

 Department of Health: Governor Abercrombie appointed Jessica Wooley to the State Department of Health 
(DOH).

 Veto: Governor Abercrombie has until Monday, June 23, 2014 to announce if he has plans to veto any bills. 
He has until Tuesday, July 8, 2014 to sign remaining bills, or let them become law without his signature.

 State Hospital: The Senate health committee is conducting an investigation on the State Hospital. Senator 
Slom will be attending a tour next week.

 Hearings: There was a hearing on Wednesday, June 18, 2014 on public safety and the State prison 
system. The Oahu Community Correctional Center (OCCC) has been dealing with continuous cancellation 
of visiting hours, with a cancellation rate of 66%. Often there is less than an hour of notification. Senator 
Slom noted that the reported reasons for the cancellations were not acceptable, and included guards being 
tired or stressed, and guards taking off work to watch the Super Bowl. Senator Slom noted that families 
travel from all across the state for visiting days and should not be so negatively impacted by visiting hour 
cancellations. 

 Prison Breaks: There have been two (2) recent prison breaks from OCCC. One (1) missing prisoner was 
caught on Wednesday, June 18, 2014. He had dyed his hair and was wearing face paint. The other 
prisoner has not been caught. The still escaped man was convicted of rape, kidnapping, and attempted 
murder. He escaped while on work furlough. 

 Accountability: Senator Slom noted that he is concerned with public officials not being held accountable for 
poor performance. A State Elections Commission meeting will be held on Friday, June 20, 2014 at 10:00 
a.m. Last year too few ballots were printed and some were mis-delivered, while others only arrived at some 
polling stations in Japanese. 

 Board of Education: There has been recent controversy about the Department of Education (DOE), 
however, the superintendent and others under her were granted pay raises. 

 Native Hawaiian Community: Hearings will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, June 23, 2014. The hearings 
were called by the federal Department of Interior to work with leaders in the native Hawaiian community to 
form a nation within a nation.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Prison Drug Issues: Turbin noted reports of prison guards selling drugs to prisoners. Senator Slom noted 

that there is drug detecting equipment at OCCC, but guards are not made to pass through it, citing 
“inconvenience” as the reason. There have also been many documented cases of visitors attempting to 
smuggle contraband into the prison, however, none were prosecuted.

2. Repaving: Senator Slom answered for a resident that the repaving of Kalanianaole Highway will take place 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. five (5) days a week. Contra flow lanes will be used at these times. 
Construction will not take place at night due to noise complaints from nearby residents. 

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

Smart Meters: A resident raised a concern about smart meters for the Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO) being 
installed in the Kalaha area. The meters are being installed as part of a pilot program. The resident noted that she 
lives in the Waialae Gardens condominium. Since the meters were installed, she has developed symptoms of 
headaches and nausea. Six (6) meters were installed in an outdoor closet that is in very close proximity to her 
bedroom. Residents have the right to opt out of the meter program, however, because of the condominium 
arrangement all of the residents in the building would need to opt out to have the meters removed. There is a cell 
tower near the H-1 which picks up signals from the meters, and the resident noted that the signals are what are 
causing her headaches. The resident also noted that the meters will raise electric bills, and because electricity will 
be monitored hourly, HECO may charge more during peak usage hours

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Meter Placement: Chair Brady noted that the placement of the meters is an important point, and that the 

issue would be different for those living in condominiums or town homes than in single family dwellings.
2. Health Studies: It was noted that a health study has been done on the thermal effects of the meter signals, 

and that the biological effects were inconclusive. A complaint has been filed with the State Department of 
Health (DOH). 

Kenneth Chang arrived at 7:56. Six (6) members were present.
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Old Shell Location: Schiller suggested that the board contact Kamehameha School Bishop Estate to ask them to 
present at upcoming meeting regarding future plans for the Kahala Shell Station.

City Council: Natalie Iwasa introduced herself and noted that she will be running for City Council in the coming 
election. Iwasa noted that there are bills which will be considered by City Council pertaining to bulky items and 
illegal dumping. Iwasa added that the City has in the past assessed millions of dollars in fines for illegal dumping, 
but has only collected 15% of the fees assessed.

Seawall Construction at 4465 and 4469 Kahala Avenue – Jeff Overton from Group 70 presented the following 
project update on behalf of the location property owners:

 Background: The two (2) adjacent properties were purchased by Overton’s clients in 2013. The plans for 
the property are to develop an ocean front home, as well as perform other improvements to the property. 
The owners decided to remove the existing shoreline structure, establish a new shoreline, and go through a 
new permitting process for the plots. 

 Wall Removal: The existing rock shoreline walls were removed on Saturday, May 24, 2014 and the 
landowners lost eight (8) to 10 feet of property during the shoreline establishment process. This equates to 
over a half million dollars in property loss. Steel sheet protection piles were driven into the ground on either 
side of the property to protect neighboring properties. The land was surveyed on Thursday, June 12, 2014. 
20 feet of erosion was expected during the shoreline establishment, however the surveyors were confident 
that the newly established current state will be an appropriate shoreline.

 Next Step: The next step in the process is to apply for a shoreline setback variance. The goal is to finish 
the permitting process this year, and begin construction on the home in 2015. 

 New Seawall: A geotextile fabric will be lain in mid to late July 2014. The new revetment will not be a 
vertical sea wall, but will instead be a slanted rock wall, which is shown to result in less energy loss and 
cause less erosion.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Previous Development: Pyles noted that when he had visited the property, remnants of previous 

developments were still present. Overton noted that old piping and wiring will be removed. Overton added 
that where the old wall was removed, a layer of dirt can be seen above the layer of sand, which would 
suggest that when the sea wall was built, land was filled in behind it to build more property out to the wall. 
Overton noted that the same is probably true for more properties in Kahala.

2. Seawalls: Resident Lucinda Pyles noted that most seawalls in the area were unauthorized. Pyles noted 
that when illegal seawalls are constructed, areas of beach are stolen from the people of Hawaii.

Bed and Breakfast Operations – Director of the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) George Atta 
presented the following:

 Halekoa Road Location: Director Atta noted that he had no new information other than the fact that DPP 
has heard no update from the property owner at the Halekoa Road property. Inspectors have investigated 
the location on three (3) different occasions, but without access to the inside of the property, no notice of 
violation can be issued.

 Island Wide Issue: Director Atta noted that problems with unlicensed bed and breakfasts are an island-wide 
issue. Kahala has few compared to Kailua, Kaneohe, and the North Shore. A study done by the Hawaii 
Tourism Board found that the equivalent of 500 hotel rooms are advertised as illegal bed and breakfast 
rooms. 

 Enforcement: DPP has difficulty enforcing such violations because the law is that dwellings may not be 
rented for less than 30 day periods. Corporation Council (COR) has advised DPP that presence of an ad 
on a website such as AirBnB is not sufficient evidence to issue violations or to take homeowners to court. 
Director Atta added that when successful convictions have been achieved, evidence has been from 
neighbors of the property who stepped up and had taken photographs of people coming and going, have 
written an affidavit of observation, and will attend the trial. A bill went to Council which would have given 
DPP additional authority to issue subpoenas, however the bill did not get out of committee. If an issue is 
confirmed, DPP is often able to settle with the violator out of court, and if the illegal activity stops, violators 
are often forgiven or fines are reduced. DPP and COR work to avoid taking a case to court unless there is 
sufficient evidence to win. The State Department of Taxation (DOT) will not share resident tax information 
with DPP for reasons of privacy.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
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1. Renovation Permits: Anderson noted that the current renters in the property on Halekoa Road are long-
term, however, there are also pictures posted online which show that a kitchen is now located where there 
used to be a bedroom. Anderson suspects that one (1) of the kitchens is unpermitted. Anderson noted that 
area residents do not want vacation rentals in their neighborhood, and that the illegal bed and breakfasts 
are resulting in loss of tax revenue for the city and state. 

2. Sufficient Evidence: Director Atta explained for Pyles that there needs to be evidence showing that people 
are staying at the property for less than 30 days. Homeowners will issue a 30 day rental agreement, but the 
renters will stay for only a week. If this happens, it needs to be tracked as a pattern. Evidence also needs 
to be supported by a witness who will sign an affidavit and be a witness during the court case.

3. HPD: Director Atta did not have information on whether or not HPD would record in their report who was 
present at a party where HPD was called.

4. State Interaction: Director Atta answered for Pyles that DPP supported a bill in the State legislature which 
would have required homeowners renting short term units to make certain reports or be fined $100,000.

5. Enforcement: Memebers of the Board agreed that more work should be done to allow City and State offices 
to work together to enforce short term rental laws.

6. Negative Effects: A community member noted that the negative effects of short term rentals included 
eliminating residents from the local buyers market, eliminating long term residents from the local rental 
market, and loses neighboring property owners the safety and security of long term neighbors.

Bus Routes – Eileen Mark from the Department of Transportation Services (DTS) reported the following:
 Update: Mark reported that she took the Board and community’s concerns to a DTS in-house committee of 

representatives from Oahu Transit Services, who run TheBus, and DTS. No significant updates are 
available because DTS is still processing studies of the Pueo Street area. 

 Revised Transfer Rules: TheBus transfer will have a detachable coupon in addition to the body of the 
transfer to allow for up to two (2) connections.

 Handi-Van Reservation System: The reservation window for the Handi-Van system will be changed from 
seven (7) to two (2) days in advance of the requested travel. Currently, riders frequently forget or fail to 
cancel unneeded trips. In 2013, 71,000 reservations were missed with no cancellation. This change will be 
implemented beginning July 1, 2014.

 Volunteer Program: The City will be partnering with the communities TheBus services for painting and 
maintenance of TheBus facilities, structures, and bus stop shelters. DTS will provide materials and supplies 
for maintenance, and community groups can assist with labor to make repairs and improvements.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Telephone Numbers: A community member noted that he had called both of the phone numbers provided 

by Mark at the last meeting, and one was out of order, while the other was not answered. Mark thanked the 
community member for the information and will follow up.

2. Route Funding: Mark answered for Schiller that City Council is working with DTS to ensure enough funding 
is provided for existing bus routes at their current frequency. DTS hopes to restore route E which traveled 
through the central and west corridor of the island from Ala Moana Shopping Center. DTS is reevaluating 
its purchasing process and is investigating federal grants in order to reinstate cut routes and better serve  

Marianne Au Three (3) Absences: No action was taken on this item.

Approval of Minutes: Schiller moved and Pyles seconded to approve the May 15, 2014 regular meeting 
minutes as published. The motion was ADPOPTED by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 7-0-0; (Aye: Anderson, Brady, 
Chang, Dudgeon, Pyles, Schiller, and Turbin.)

Treasurer’s Report: Pyles reported a spending of $20.56 in May 2014.The remaining balance was $226.37. 

Next Regular Meeting: The next regular Waialae-Kahala Neighborhood Board meeting will be held on Thursday, 
July 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Wesley United Methodist Church.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

Submitted By: Jenilea M. Heath, Neighborhood Assistant 
Reviewed By: Neil Baarde, Neighborhood Assistant 
Reviewed and Finalized By: Arnold Brady, Chair 


