
WAIALAE-KAHALA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 3

          c/o NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board System – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2010
WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Scotty Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. a quorum was present with 
five (5) members. Note – This nine (9) -member Board requires five (5) members for a quorum and to take official 
Board action.

Members Present –Scotty Anderson, Linda Fulton, Sylvia Himeda, Paul Saito, Richard Turbin (arrived at 7:50 
p.m.) Chris Williams.

Members Absent – None.

Vacancies – There are two (2) vacancies in sub-district 1 and one (1) vacancy in sub-district 4, for a total of three 
(3) vacancies. 

Guests –Captain Mike Tosaki (Honolulu Fire Department); Lieutenant Calvin Tung, Sergeant Maurice Asato, 
Officer Tony Kahapea (Honolulu Police Department); Kainoa Kaumeheiwa-Rego (Councilmember Charles Djou’s 
Office); Senator Sam Slom; Craig Nishimura (Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s Office); Representative Barbara Marumoto;
Representative Lyla Berg; Luke Estes (Maunalua Bay Project); Stanley Chang; Ed Case; Larry Price; Richard Ito; 
Ellen Shiraki; and Theona Kapoi (Neighborhood Commission Office).

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS AND GUESTS: Those present introduced themselves.

FILLING OF VACANT BOARD SEATS: No candidates interested at this time.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) –Captain Mike Tosaki reported the following:

 March 2010 Statistics –6 structure fires, 97 medical emergencies and 7 miscellaneous emergencies. Eight 
companies responded to a structure fire on 9th Avenue.

 Community Relations Fire Safety Tip – The time for picnics and outdoor events are arriving soon. Fire 
departments nationwide respond to an average of 7,900 home fires involving outdoor cooking each year. 
Thirty-three percent of cooking grill fires start on an exterior balcony or enclosed porch.

 Safety Precautions When Cooking on a Grill –

1) Do not leave cooking grill unattended and keep children and pets away when in use.
2) For charcoal cooking grills, use only starter liquids recommended by the grill manufacturer to facilitate 

the initial charcoal (coal) burning process.
3) Allow coals to cool completely prior to disposal. Dispose of coals in designated fire-safe areas or 

receptacles and thoroughly saturate the coals with water to ensure they are extinguished.
4) Propane gas can quickly develop into a large, colorless cloud that is ignitable. If the grill does not start 

within ten seconds, exercise safety precautions and turn the gas off, keep the grill lid open and wait five 
minutes prior to repeating.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) –Officer Tony Kahapea circulated the report indicating it was for March 13,
2010 through April 13, 2010. It includes HPD contact information and safety tips. This month’s safety tip focuses on 
home security. Officer Kahapea reported in the last 30 days the number of property crimes have decreased, 
however burglary crimes have slightly increased. Visit the HPD website at www.honolulupd.org to find more 
information regarding the statistics within the Board’s area.
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Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1600 Hale Koa Drive –There were many police vehicles at this address because it was thought to have a 
burglary in progress. HPD determined the house was vacant and did not find anything overly suspicious.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s Representative –Craig Nishimura reported the following:

 City Budget –Once again it is a stressful time for all city departments. The review of department budgets is 
strict and everyone is fighting for every dollar possible.

 Multiple Paving Contracts –Many of the roads still have to be paved around the area. Hunakai Street is 
one of the many roads included to be paved.

 Pedestrian Crosswalks –The City Department of Transportation Services (DTS) is going out with a contract 
to have crosswalks and driver speed signs installed at various locations in the area.

 Roadway Easement across 633 Apuwai Place – It was determined that the City is allowed to use the 
easement along 633 Apuwai Place due to a previous settlement. The settlement allows the City 
Department of Environmental Services (ENV) to use the private easement for refuse pick up if the truck can 
fit. If it cannot fit, ENV will not send a truck out.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Roadway Easement across 633 Apuwai Place –The letter sent to Mrs. Shiraki indicates the settlement 
made between her and the City. It was questioned as to why the City is favoring one particular owner over 
another because the City is doing refuse pick up for a private investor. Nishimura stated the issue is strickly 
with ENV. If there is an issue as to making repairs due to damages, they may be able to explore that 
possibility. Chair Anderson suggested Mrs. Shiraki speak with ENV directly before taking any further action.

2. Medal of Honor Park Sign Closure – It was requested to have signs posted at the park stating its closure 
time so HPD can better patrol the area. 

Board of Water Supply (BWS) –No representative present or report to circulate.

Councilmember Charles Djou – Kainoa Kaumeheiwa-Rego distributed a report and highlighted the following:

 Budget Process –On the City website, it was advised to look over Council Bills 14-19. Some of the bills are 
all related to the funding of Oahu’s rail system. The budget process does include the Neighborhood 
Commission Office, the Mayor’s Office of Culture and Arts and the Office of Economic Development. It was 
proposed to have a 1.5% cut across all departments.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Bulky Item – The bulky item bill does have a hearing date soon.
2. Same Tax Payment – It was questioned that if all people were to pay the same amount of taxes this year 

as they did last year, how short would the state be? Kaumeheiwa-Rego stated the State would be $120 
million short and it does not include the Transient Accommodations Tax (TAT) or the Rail Project. It was 
proposed for some services to be cut. Nishimura stated some loss in revenue is in the decrease of property 
value.

STATE ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Representative Barbara Marumoto –Representative Marumoto circulated a report and highlighted the following:

 Hawaii State Budget –Members of the House have come up with a way to balance the budget without 
raising taxes and borrowing money from the States Hurricane Fund to the Department of Education (DOE) 
furloughs.



WAIALAE-KAHALA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 3 THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2010
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES (DRAFT) PAGE 3 of 5

 Barrel Tax –Should the Barrel Tax be passed, it will raise the taxes of everyday things including gas, 
electricity, car rental facilities.

 Traffic Abstract Fee – The traffic abstract will be raised from $7 to $10.

 Tax Payer Tea Party – Was held earlier today at the Capitol.

 Cockfighting Bill –There is a bill that still has to go through that will recognize cockfighting as a cultural 
event. 

 Shark Bill –There is a bill that still has to go through that will ban restaurants from making Shark Fin Soup.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

1. Vegetation Bill – It was requested to have Senator Clayton Hee restore the Bill to it’s original proposal.
2. Senate Bill (SB) 2220 – It was questioned to know the status of SB2220 relating to unlicensed contractors. 

Representative Marumoto stated a conference committee meeting to reconvene on April 19, 2010.
3. Sick Leave Bill – Representative Marumoto was not sure what committee the bill is assigned to. She stated 

is pertains more to collective bargaining types of businesses and larger businesses.
4. Primary Election Date – The State is waiting for a waiver from the Federal Government so they currently 

don’t have to move the election date up. 

Representative Lyla Berg –No representative available at this time.

Senator Sam Slom –No representative available at this time.

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS: None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approval of the March 18, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes –The March 18, 2010 regular meeting minutes were 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED as circulated, 5-0-0 (AYE: Anderson, Fulton, Himeda, Saito, Williams).

BOARD BUSINESS:

Maunalua Bay Reef Restoration Project –Andrew Laurence and Luke Estes reported that Maunalua Bay’s health is 
suffering from alien algae called Leather Mudweed covering hundreds of acres of the bay. Mudweed smothers 
shallow reef flats, killing off coral and native seagrass meadows. It also traps land-based sediment in the bay and 
destroys habitat for native marine life. Residents throughout East Oahu have volunteered to remove the Mudweed 
since 2005. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced the federal funds to create 
new full and part-time jobs in the process. The NOAA funding will be managed by the Nature Conservancy and 
non-profit organization Malama Maunalua. The goal of the 12 month project is to hire 50 employees to remove 22 
acres of Mudweed.

Estes continued to say the Mudweed took over the bay from Portlock to Black Point. Volunteers meet at the boat 
ramp and are driven to the site where the restoration is currently being worked on. There are roughly 30 to 40 
people in the water a day volunteering their time to restore the bay. After the Mudweed is collected, it is taken out to 
Kapolei to be turned in to fertilizer and composting matter. The volunteers have cleared a walkway which is a 
pleasant sight to see. Without the Mudweed on the reef, the ocean life is beginning to return.

Turbin arrived at 7:50 p.m.; Six (6) members present.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Mudweed Prevention – There in not much information on how to prevent the Mudweed from growing back 
on the reef. The main focus throughout the project and well after the project is to maintain Maunalua Bay. 
Ideally, there is hope the project will be able to restore the native algae to the area. It was questioned as to 
how the native algae will survive if the Mudweed took over in the first place. It was responded that the 
Mudweed was able to thrive due to a flood that allowed dirt and sediment to settle on the reef so the native 
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algae was covered. With the proper maintenance of the bay, the native algae should survive. A handout 
was made available for interested persons who wish to help preserve Maunalua Bay. 

2. Preventing Runoff – There are many technologies on the mainland that need to be looked at for what would 
best work for Maunalua Bay. This solution would be best for the long term, which will be followed up on. 

3. Removal of the Mudweed – For about one and a half acres, 100 tons of the Mudweed has been removed. 
The invasive alga is very thick. It is great that the community is taking an active role is preserving the bay.

With no objections, the agenda was taken out of order to hear Item III h. Senator Sam Slom’s report.

Senator Sam Slom –Senator Slom circulated a report and highlighted the following:

 Tax Payer Tea Party – Was held at the Capitol earlier during the day. Today, April 15, 2010 marked the 
50th day of Legislative session.

 Tax Bills – Many of the major tax bills passed and there are many more in the coming week; one of them 
being a tax of half a percent on condominium and apartment maintenance fees. Senator Slom does not 
agree on taxing everything as it only heightens the recession in Hawaii. Establishments such as Holy 
Trinity and Word of Life will be closing. House Bill (HB) 2421 will increase three to five cents per gallon on 
oil and add more expense to everyday life. Raising taxes and spending money will not help Hawaii. There 
has been no State or Country that has spent their way out of a recession.

 Traffic Abstract Fee – The current rate of $7 per abstract will be increased to $10 per abstract.

 Commercial Properties – There is an increase in vacant commercial properties.

 Vegetation Bill – Senator Clayton Hee is holding up the bill stating there is a “language problem.” 

 Live-a-Boards on the Ala Wai – The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) do not want any 
live-a-boards on the Ala Wai. If it is to be allowed, it is proposed to raise the tax by four times for the 
decrepitated infrastructure. Comparable to the west coast cities, Hawaii is put to shame as to being 
surrounded by water, with the least number of boat owners. Senator Slom stated he is not in support of 
such a large increase.

 Furlough Fridays – The situation still has not been solved.

 State Budget – If the budget is not agreed upon, the Legislative Session will not end on April 29, 2010. 

 Special Sessions – The Senate will continue to hold special sessions through the summer for judicial 
nominees. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Budget Proposal by the House – Senator Slom does not think the Senate will look at the Budget proposed 
by the House. There may not be enough time to go through it.

2. Get Bills Heard – There is no harm in trying to get what you want heard. The bill will need to be scheduled 
for a conference and testimony has to be submitted. 

The agenda resumed order with Item VII OTHER REPORTS.

OTHER REPORTS:

Chair Reports/Correspondence –

 Liquor License –Chair Anderson stated Wahoo’s Fish Taco will be opening at 4614 Kilauea Avenue, 
behind Subway and Olive Tree Restaurant. If you would like to testify, the hearing is at 4:00 p.m. on June 
3, 2010 at the Liquor Commission Office.
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Treasurer’s Report –Himeda reported for March 2010 the Board spent $25.45 for printing and postage. The Boards 
operating balance is $1,271.20 and the publicity balance $936, leaving a total board balance of $2207.20. The
Treasurer’s Report was UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED and filed, 6-0-0 (AYE: Anderson, Fulton, Himeda, Saito, 
Turbin, Williams).

Committees –

 Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO) Traffic –No report.

 Land Use and Zoning – No report.

Permitted Interaction Group (PIG) – None.

With no objections, the agenda was taken out of order to hear Item III g. Representative Lyla Berg’s report.

Representative Lyla Berg –Representative Berg circulated a report and highlighted the following: 

 Artfest at the Capitol – On Friday, April 9, 2010 Representative Berg hosted the event to present an 
opportunity for State Legislators to become more knowledgeable about the arts and to expand patronage of 
and participation in the arts and the encourage philanthropy.

 Kaiser Complex – Kaiser High School, like Castle High School would like to have a performing arts center 
to integrate all types of art into the school. 

 State Historic Preservation Department (SHPD) – Representative Berg feels an audit is necessary.

 Keiki ID day – Keiki ID Day will be at Kahala Mall on Saturday, June 19, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to Noon.

 Honolulu Aids Walk – The 19th Annual Walk will be on Sunday, April 18, 2010.

 National Volunteer in Public Schools Week – This event occurs during April 18 through April 24, 2010.

 Aloha Aina Day – Proceeds from this even will be donated to Kalani High School.

 Easter Basket Drive – Representative Berg and fellow members of the Women’s Legislative Caucus 
participated in the 2010 Easter Basket Drive. All donations go to clients of the Institute for Human Services.

 Teacher of the Year – This award went to Wima Chulakote of the Marshallese Islands.

 “Make it Safe for Me” Poster Contest –For students grades K through 12. The deadline is April 30, 2010.

 “Sit-in” Participants to end Furloughs – The participants of the “Sit-in” relocated and felt it would be better to 
reach to individual communities. The two University of Hawaii students that were arrested knew it could 
happen and did it for a good cause. 26,000 F.A.C.E members agree quality education should be made a 
priority.

The agenda resumed order to Item VIII ANNOUNCEMENTS.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

 Next Board Meeting –On Thursday, May 20, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wesley United Methodist Church on 
1350 Hunakai Street.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Submitted by: Theona Kapoi, Neighborhood Assistant

Reviewed by: Scotty Anderson, Chair


