
                                 KAHALUU NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 29
(Heeia Kea, Ahuimanu, Kahaluu, Waihee, Kaalaea, Waiahole, Waikane, Hakipuu, Kualoa

c/o  KEY PROJECT  47-200 WAIHEE ROAD  KANEOHE, HAWAII, 96744
PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

“LET US NOT EVER HAVE AN UNHAPPY MINORITY; RATHER, LET US BUILD A COMMUNITY CONSENSUS.”

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2012
KEY PROJECT – ROOM 102

CALL TO ORDER: Vice Chair Amy Luersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., a quorum was not present 
with six (6) members present. Note: This 15-member Board requires eight (8) members to establish a quorum 
and to take official Board action.

Members Present: Gregory Geboski, Lee Gomes, Rocky Kaluhiwa, Ken LeVasseur, Amy Luersen, Brian Nuss, 
Flora Obayashi (arrived at 8:16 p.m.) and Lucy Salas (arrived at 8:39 p.m.).

Members Absent: David Henkin, Matt Longfellow, Clifford Loo, Art Machado, Yvonne Nelson, Lola Jean Tangaro, 
and Alice Taum.

Vacancies: There are no vacancies at this time.

Guests: Nestor A. Felipe (Representing Dr. Craig Twentyman), Robert A. Vierra, Captain Darrell Kong (Honolulu 
Fire Department), Lieutenant Jeffery Pohaku (Honolulu Police Department), Dave Gulko (State Department of Land 
and Natural Resources), Shannon Wood (Windward Ahupua’a Alliance), Arline Wilson, Michelle Yum, Pam Martin, 
Darrel and Colleen Tano, Ben and Leah Tano, Brett and Summer Tano, Amy Tano, Bob Twogood (Twogood 
Kayaks), Vickie Fong, Shona Lamite, Bertram Awa, Maxie Awa, Sheila Iseri, Gerald Iseri, Bertha Awa, Joseph 
Awa, Ellen Awa, Janice Enos, Wayne Noborikawa, Council Chair Ernie Martin and Mike Sakata (Council Chair 
Martin’s Office), Jim Niermann (R.M. Towill), and Leland S.M. Ribac (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

INFORMATIONAL SESSION:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Darrell Kong reported the following:

 Fire Statistics for September 2012: Included 1 structure fire, 1 wildland fire, 6 rubbish fires, 33 medical
emergencies and 2 search and rescue response calls.

 Fire Safety Tip: Fire Prevention Week (FPW) was established to commemorate the Great Chicago Fire that 
occurred in October 9, 1871 and is observed on the Sunday through Saturday period in which October 9th 
falls. In October elementary school children will receive a Fire Fighter’s Safety Guide from their teachers. 
Parents are encouraged to review the guide with their children.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Lieutenant Jeffrey Pohaku reported the following:

Crime Statistics for September 2012: Included 1 assault, 6 automobile/motorcycle thefts, 10 burglaries, 0 
drugs/narcotics, 0 graffiti, 0 robberies, 8 thefts, and 14 UEMV (unauthorized entry into a motor vehicle) for 
a total of 39 incidences as of October 1, 2012.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Statistics and Incidences: It was questioned and clarified that statistics with no incidences, labeled 0 in the 
report, indicates that there were no arrests made for that type of infraction during the month. 

2. Cutting of Milo Trees: A Board member raised concerns with the illegal cutting of Milo tress near the Canoe 
Club Hale on Kamehameha Highway. It was noted the trees are on City & County of Honolulu property. It 
was noted thieves are cutting the trees at night with electrical saws and should be faced with criminal 
property damages; Lieutenant Pohaku to follow-up. 
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3. City & County Jurisdiction of Kamehameha Highway: Several comments were made to educate officers 
that Kamehameha Highway from Hygienic Store, through Kaneohe town to Burger King is under the 
jurisdiction of the City & County of Honolulu not the State. It was also noted the City owns 10-feet from the 
roadway; since in most areas Kamehameha Highway is a State highway, many officers new to this area 
are unaware that this is a City and County road so defer to the State. Lieutenant Pohaku to relay the 
message. 

4. Underage Children Moped Use: Concerns were raised with the increased use of mopeds by children too 
young to have a driver’s license. It was noted several of the mopeds are also very loud. Lieutenant Pohaku 
explained that citations may be made by HPD, and if a child is driving, the moped may be confiscated. It 
was also questioned and clarified that there have not been an increase in moped accidents. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Several announcements were heard at this time;

Next Regular Board Meeting: The next regular Kahaluu Neighborhood Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 14, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at KEY Project, located at 47-200 Waihe’e Road.

Walk-in Voting for the General Election: Walk-in voting will be held from October 23, 2012 to November 3, 2012,
excluding Sundays, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Honolulu Hale, Pali Golf Course and Kapolei Hale.

Representative Jessica Wooley: Talk Story events, regarding priorities for the 2013 Legislative Session will be held 
on Wednesday, October 17, 2012 at Ahuimanu Elementary School at 5:30 p.m.; and regarding Windward flooding 
issues at Waiahole Elementary School on Wednesday, October 24, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.

Board Candidates Forum Cancelled: Vice Chair Luersen explained that the Board’s anticipated Candidates Forum 
has been cancelled due to the lack of ability of mayoral candidates to attend. Windward Community College (WCC) 
is holding a forum on Tuesday, October 16, 2012, where majority of the candidates will be. Community members 
are strongly encouraged to attend. 

Kualoa Regional Park Wastewater Improvements: Residents were informed of a public hearing to be held at 
Kahaluu Community Park on November 9, 2012, regarding a Special Area Use Permit for the Kualoa Regional Park 
Wastewater Improvements Project. 

RESIDENTS’ /COMMUNITY CONCERNS: Future Presentation: Audience member Nestor Felipe, representing Dr. 
Craig Twentyman requested the Board provide Dr. Twentyman time on the next regular meeting agenda. Vice 
Chair Luersen noted the Board is familiar with the request and will communicate this request to Chair Henkin.

INFORMATIONAL SESSION:

Board of Water Supply (BWS): Vice Chair Luersen read a report provided by Barry Usagawa; 

 Water Main Breaks: No main breaks for reported in September. However, on September 4, 2012 a 16-inch 
main break was reported on the cross country line in Heeia, north of Long Bridge which affected traffic.

 Koolau Poko Watershed Management Plan: BWS and the City Department of Planning and Permitting 
(DPP) are pleased to announce that the Koolau Poko Watershed Management Plan was adopted on 
September 19, 2012 by the State Commission on Water Resource Management and the Honolulu City 
Council. This is the third completed watershed management plan for Oahu’s eight (8) land use districts. 
BWS sincerely thanks the Kahalu`u Neighborhood Board for their strong support in this effort.

 Field Investigation Report: Vice Chair Luersen also noted that attached to the monthly report was a field 
investigation report regarding the Dr. Twentyman concern along Kahalu`u Stream. It was noted that Dr. 
Twentyman has requested this topic on the agenda next month. 

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH): No representative and no report were present at this time.  

Kane`ohe Bay Regional Council (KBRC): It was noted Board member Art Machado was not present tonight due to 
health reasons. The nomination of a member to the KBRC will also be discussed later on the agenda.
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TREASURER’S REPORT: Vice Chair Luersen reported current expenditures of $38.45 due to printing and postage 
of minutes and agendas, leaving a current balance of $913.92. The report was filed.

PRESENTATIONS ON COMMUNITY PROJECTS:

Investigation of Impacts to Kaneohe Bay from Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) Training: Dave Gulko of the Division of 
Aquatic Resources, a division of the State Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), explained that 
there have been two reports of incidents during RIMPAC that may have impacted the marine environment. .

The first incident involved a ship anchor and chain that was dropped off waters outside Pearl Harbor.. The second 
incident involved three hovercrafts in shallow waters of Kaneohe Bay . The Navy was unable to provide specific 
locations for either of the incidents so the anchor and chain have not been found.

Regarding the hovercraft incident, DLNR was contacted and sent divers to investigate.  The investigators had 
discussions with the Marine Corps and the He’eia Kea Small Boat Harbor Harbormaster about the location of the 
incident. The location indicated was the area “behind” or on the ocean side of the sand bar.  Assuming that the 
hovercraft were in waters at least 8-10 feet deep, the DLNR staff searched the waters at those depths and did not 
find damage, which was the original report.  Local residents who know the area were able to take Dave Gulko to 
the specific location where the hovercrafts were seen, near the original area but in only 4-5 feet of water. During 
this second investigation corals were found to be damaged with some large coral heads actually turned upside 
down. .Given the growth and other indicators on the corals, the damage seems to have occurred between one to 
two months ago, which is consistent with when the hovercraft incident was observed.  The damage is consistent 
with extreme displacement of water when the hovercraft move, not actually touching the corals with the vessel.  Mr. 
Gulko expressed his appreciation for the local residents who raised this concern, documented the damage with a 
video and were determined to have it investigated by DLNR so that it can be avoided in the future.

DLNR is working with its lawyers concerning this incident.  The Chair of DLNR, plans to request a meeting with the 
Admiral of  the Navy, prior to the next RIMPAC exercises.  The intent is to develop  a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA)about RIMPAC activities in order to protect Hawaii’s marine environment..

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Mahalo/Actual Emergency Area: Vice Chair Luersen thanked Gulko for attending tonight’s meeting and 
suggested that since the Marine Corps had indicated to the Kahalu`u Neighborhood Board that the 
hovercraft moved to that location because they were waiting for another vessel , an emergency area be 
designated near the Marine Corps Base Hawaii  to avoid future damages to coral. Gulko noted that he was 
not informed that the hovercraft incident was an emergency incident.  Luersen clarified that the hovercraft 
were not in an emergency situation, rather they were choosing to wait for another vessel to clear the ship 
off shore. 

2. Remediation of Corals: Some of the larger heads of coral are  uncommon in the area, and in Gulko’s 
opinion, worth mediation measures. It was explained that when the hovercraft powered up, the gust of air
displacing large volumes of water had uprooted several coral heads.

3. Navy to Cover Cost: The Navy would theoretically be the agency to cover mediation costs; however, at this 
time DLNR is unsure if the Navy will take responsibility of the damages; DLNR has been successful in the 
past in working with the Navy.

4. Second Investigation Warranted: The second investigation was done due to information from a community 
member. Concerns were raised regarding the first investigation and misidentification of the location. Gulko 
explained that crews were provided an estimated location with descriptions from shore sightings; however, 
assumed that within that area,  the vessels were in deeper waters,. With the additional information provided 
about location, the second investigation was  in shallower waters and found the damaged corals in about 4-
feet deep water. 

5. Meeting with Admiral and DLNR: The DLNR Board does intend to meet with the Navy Admiral. DLNR 
Chairman William Aila has requested a letter be drafted to the Navy noting the two incidences. It was noted 
that the Neighborhood Board will be kept informed of the outcome.
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6. Coral Size and Species:  The largest coral head is nearly one-meter in length, with the other pieces smaller 
in size. It was noted that the damages may be worth well over $1,000. 

7. Overall Price of Damages: Regarding the overall price and damages to the coral, it was noted the coral 
play a significant role in the ecosystem and should not be priced in dollar amount. It was shared that the 
damages also disrupted tako (octopus) grounds, with holes covered with sand, which will affect future tako 
life in this area for years. 

8. DLNR Understaffed: Regarding the understaffing of DLNR, it was noted that DLNR has lost nearly half of 
the staff personnel due to the previous Governor’s Administration.

Opposition to Additional Commercial Activity in Kaneohe Bay: Bob Twogood, owner of Twogood Kayaks introduced 
himself and explained that not all commercial activities in Kaneohe Bay are awful. He stated that the community 
may wish to support low impact commercial activity such as guided kayak tours on the bay. It was noted that the 
tours may be able to assist DOCARE in informing DLNR of any unauthorized activities in the area. It was requested 
the Board look into low impact activities before opposing all commercial activity in Kaneohe Bay. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Kaneohe Bay Master Plan: Vice Chair Luersen explained that the Kaneohe Bay Master Plan was 
developed in 1990 where commercial activities on the bay were discussed in detail. As a compromise that 
would protect the natural resources of the bay and allow the already existing commercial operations to 
stay, with the understanding that they would gradually change from high impact activities to low-impact 
activities. Luersen noted that to her understanding the master plan limits on commercial activity remains in 
effect at this time. She stated that allowing additional commercial activities would have to be discussed at 
the Kaneohe Bay Regional Council.

2. Existing Leases Kept: The existing commercial recreation  leases are not put up for competitive bid. It was 
noted that businesses that had the leases were able to keep them. 

3. Kamaaina Kids Educational Tour: A Board member noted that the Kamaaina Kids program, which currently 
has a lease to operate at He’eia State Park, seems to offer educational   kayak tours of the bay. It was 
unclear how this was permitted since that would seem to be a new commercial activity.  Questions were 
raised regarding additional activities seen on the bay. However, it was noted no new commercial activities 
are allowed so it was requested that DLNR investigate that activity.

4. Hawaiian Civic Club Request: A Board member explained that the Hawaiian Civic Club is in the process of 
drafting a letter to DLNR in support of the Kaneohe Bay Master Plan, and requesting the department to 
better enforce the Master Plan. 

Proposed Zone Change from AG-2 to R-10 for Awa Family Property Ahuimanu Road: Jim Niermann of R.M. Towill 
Corporation introduced himself and provided Board members with several handouts and maps. The Awa family is 
seeking Board support for a zone change request from Agricultural 2 (AG-2) to Residential 10 (R-10) for a portion 
of their property. There are currently four homes on the property, which were zoned correctly when they were built; 
however, the property was rezoned to AG-2 in 1983 as part of a comprehensive zone change. The change to R-10 
would place all homes on the 1.7 acre property in proper compliance. 

The adjacent property,  is also owned by the Awa family and is zoned AG-2. The family would like to keep that 
portion agricultural and has no intentions of building additional residences on that lot, noting that there is one house 
currently on the AG-2 property. The family is also seeking that the adjacent AG-2 lot be placed into a Condominium 
Property Regime (CPR) with the parcels that are requested for rezone.  
 It was noted that one of the existing homes is outside the Community Growth Boundary. Niermann noted he is 
working with DPP in correcting the boundary without amending the Sustainable Communities Plan, in which the 
boundaries were set. 
Awa family member and spokesperson Arline Wilson introduced herself, along with members of the Awa family. 
Wilson provided members with the Awa family history, noting the purchasing and building of homes on the property 
since 1950. It was noted the family does not intend on building more homes and wishes to pass down the property 
to younger generations. The Awa family humbly requested the Board’s support for the zone change. 

Board member Flora Obayashi arrived at 8:16 p.m.; seven (7) members present.
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Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Neighboring Residents Supportive: Several neighboring residents to the Awa family property provided 
comments in support of the zone change. Several comments noted the family are good neighbors and are 
only seeking to maintain compliance.

2. Family Zoning Frequent Occurrence: Several Board members voiced support of the zone request, noting 
that these types of re-zoning are a common occurrence with older families in the area. A Board member 
noted that the community should support long-time families in the area. 

3. Board Members Supportive/No Quorum: Several Board members voiced their support for the zone change 
and thanked the Awa family for their presence tonight. It was explained that the Board does not have a 
quorum of eight (8) members present. If the Board reaches quorum, official action may be taken.

4. Residential 5 Request: A board member questioned why the family is not requesting an R-5 designation. 
Niermann explained that the family could request an R-5; however, the family does not intend on building 
on the property. It was noted once approved, the property in the R-10 designation, will go through the 
Condominium Property Regime (CPR) process as a way of insuring that there will not be additional 
residences built on the property. . 

Vice Chair Luersen relinquished the gavel at 8:29 p.m. to Treasurer Nuss.

5. Property Subdivided Out: It was clarified that the property has enough capacity to accommodate six total 
homes, currently with five existing homes, and will fall under one CPR. It was also noted that the CPR will 
meet density requirements in the R-10 designation. 

6. Adjacent Parcel to Remain: The adjacent parcel, also owned by the Awa family, will remain in the AG-2 
designation. There is currently one residence on that parcel, which is in compliance to the AG-2 
designation. There are no plans to build or relocate the homes onto this parcel. 

7. Community Growth Boundary: A Board member questioned the Community Growth Boundary 
requirements. It was explained that the boundary was designed in the Ko’olaupoko Sustainable 
Communities Plan; however, the lines were literally drawn onto maps so given the scale of the maps, it is 
difficult to determine the exact boundary.  Upon research, DPP is stating that one of the existing homes is 
outside of the boundary.  

8. Change Boundary to Include Existing Home: It was further explained that the Awa family and Niermann are 
working with DPP to clarify if the line could be changed to follow an existing driveway on the property, and 
include the one home within the urban portion. Several Board members noted they would be in favor of 
such a request to ensure compliance of all homes on the property. 

Board member Lucy Salas arrived at 8:39 p.m.; a quorum of eight (8) members present.

9. Property Kept in Family: The properties have been in the Awa family’s ownership for over 50 years. It was 
again noted the family would like to keep the property in the family and are requesting the zone changes for 
estate planning purposes. 

10. Land Use Ordinance (LUO): According to the LUO, if the homes were to be totally destroyed, they may not 
be able to be rebuilt. 

Luersen moved and Kaluhiwa seconded that the Kahaluu Neighborhood Board No. 29 support the request 
of the Awa family property at TMK 4-7-025: 016-017, lot 41 to: 1) Create a Condominium Property Regime 
for the entire property; 2) Rezone parcels 16-17  from AG-2 to R-10; and 3) Reflect that the Community 
Growth Boundary include  all of the existing house on Lot 17 within the urban portion. 

Discussion followed: 
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 Multiple Parts in Motion: A Board member explained that the motion, in all three parts, would support the 
Awa family’s request. It was noted that, the Condominium Regime Property request is an important aspect 
in the motion because it ties the AG 2 lot to the other parcels. 

 Motion Set Precedence: It was questioned if the Board’s action will set a precedence for future re-zoning 
requests. It was explained that all rezoning requests differ. However, the action may still set precedence for 
parcels with similar set of facts. 

 Potential for Another Home: It was clarified that if approved, the R-10 designation would permit the addition 
of one more home for a total of 6 homes. Awa family members noted that that is not their intention..

 Legal Challenges: It was questioned if the motion would place the Neighborhood Board in legal challenges, 
to which Niermann noted not. It was explained that ultimately the Honolulu City Council will have the final 
say in the zone change request. The Neighborhood Board is advisory and may make such a motion. 

The motion that the Kahaluu Neighborhood Board No. 29 support the request of the Awa family property at 
TMK 4-7-025: 016-017, Lot 41 to: 1) Create a Condominium Property Regime for the entire property; 2) 
Rezone parcels 16 and 17 from AG-2 to R-10; and 3) Reflect that the Community Growth Boundary include 
of the existing house on Lot 17 within the urban portion, was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 8-0-0, (Aye:
Geboski, Gomes, Kaluhiwa, LeVasseur, Luersen, Nuss, Obayashi and Salas).

Treasurer Nuss returned the gavel to Vice Chair Luersen at 8:54 p.m. 

Appointment of Board Member to Kaneohe Bay Regional Council: Vice Chair Luersen read two letters, one from  
Senator Jill Tokuda and the other from Governor Neil Abercrombie requesting the Board nominate an appointee to 
represent Kahalu`u Neighborhood Board #29 on the Kaneohe Bay Regional Council.

A brief recess was called at 8:58 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 9:02 p.m.

LeVasseur moved and Kaluhiwa seconded that the Kahaluu Neighborhood Board No. 29 nominate Art 
Machado to be appointed to the Kaneohe Bay Regional Council and Amy Luersen as an alternate, in the 
event that Machado is unable to participate in the Kaneohe Bay Regional Council meetings.

Discussion followed:

 Multiple Nominations: A Board member suggested the Board select three nominees, suggesting members 
Luersen, Machado and Nuss. It was noted that the three members all have history with the bay area and 
are interested in sitting on the Regional Council.

 Specific Nominations: Vice Chair Luersen explained that the Board’s nominee should be as specific as 
possible, noting that the Governor will appoint a specific member to sit on the Council. 

 History and Hard Work: Several Board members noted the history and hard work spent on behalf of both 
Board members Machado and Luersen. It was again explained that the motion selects Machado as the 
primary nominee with Luersen as an alternate. It was noted that Art Machado was not present at tonight’s 
meeting but did indicate last month that we would be open to continuing to serve.

 Alternate Selection: It was noted that the alternate selection is in the event that the primary appointee is 
unable to attend the council meetings but should be appointed by the Governor at this time to ensure 
adequate representation of the community at all the Kaneohe Bay Regional Council meetings. It was  noted 
that the Governor’s letter only requested a nominee and did not indicate a request for  an alternate. 

The motion that the Kahaluu Neighborhood Board No. 29 nominate Art Machado to be appointed to the 
Kaneohe Bay Regional Council and Amy Luersen as an alternate, in the event that Machado is unable to 
participate in the Kaneohe Bay Regional Council meetings, was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 8-0-0, (Aye:
Geboski, Gomes, Kaluhiwa, LeVasseur, Luersen, Nuss, Obayashi and Salas). 

REPORTS BY PUBLIC OFFICIALS:
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Mayor Peter Carlisle’s Representative: Vice Chair Luersen noted Mayor’s Representative Forrest Frizzell was not 
present tonight. However, a written report was provided to the Board.

Frisbee Golf at Kualoa Regional Park: Pam Martin, a member of the Board of Parks and Recreation of the City 
& County of Honolulu, introduced herself. She provided members with information regarding the gift of Frisbee 
Golf equipment and the Parks Department intent to install the Frisbee golf course at Kualoa Regional Park.  A 
handout was provided to Board members with the potential location. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed: Timeline/Future Agenda Item: Vice Chair Luersen explained that as 
the issue is not noticed on the agenda for tonight’s meeting, the Board cannot take action. Several Board members 
noted that  Kualoa holds cultural significance and therefore felt that the community should have an opportunity to 
hear the plans and provide feedback to the City and County. . Vice Chair Luersen stated that she will communicate 
with Chair Henkin about adding this to the November agenda.

Vice Chair Luersen read the written report provided by Mayor’s Representative Forrest Frizzell;

 Homeless Individuals/Cutting of Milo Trees: Officers are aware of the ongoing problems and have been 
checking the area. Officers did not observe any violations. However, HPD will monitor the area. 

 Kamehameha Highway and Lulani Street Properties: Regarding the opening of another street onto 
Kamehameha Highway, the City Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) is investigating the 
complaint to determine the appropriate action. Although it is legal for a residential property to have a 
driveway, not exceeding 25 feet in width, on each street frontage, the lower driveway is on a curve so may 
not be appropriate for rubbish pick-up.. The Neighborhood Board will be kept informed.

 Overhanging Tree Branches: Road Division crews have trimmed the Hau tree branches overhanging on 
Ahuimanu Road during the week of October 8-12, 2012. Trees under the Department of Urban Forestry 
jurisdiction were included in a tree maintenance contract and were completed on April 30, 2012. 

 Illegally Parked Vehicles on Kamehameha Highway: Officers checked the area near Meyers Curve in the 
vicinity of the 47-300 block in Heeia and did not observe any violations, such as vehicles parked over the 
white line. Officers will continue to monitor the area. 

 Hillside of Meyers Curve: Regarding the deteriorating hillside near Meyers curve in Heeia, the City 
Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) could not locate the exact area. The Board was asked to 
provide a specific location.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: Ahuimanu Road Bus Use: A Board member raised concerns with the 
use of Ahuimanu Road, near the ‘S’ curve as the new bus route.  While this allows buses to “turn around”, to head 
back toward town, it was noted the road width is too narrow so buses force other vehicles to pull on the side into 
low hanging branches. 

Governor Neil Abercrombie’s Representative: Vice Chair Luersen noted that there was no representative present. 
However, Vice Chair Luersen did report that the Governor  released the standardized  Health Care Benefits 
Package on October 1, 2012. The Governor has also formalized and agreement with federal officials to facilitate 
restoration of Hawaii’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) positions to federally compliant 
levels. 

Council Chair Ernie Martin: Council Chair Martin provided his monthly report and noted;

 Proposed Dog Park: The resolution passed by the Neighborhood Board was forwarded upon approval and 
legislation was drafted, listing three possible locations for the proposed leashed dog park. Concerns have 
been raised by community members, where ultimately the Laenani Park location was removed from the 
draft legislation. It was noted the resolution is with the City Council Parks Committee. 

 Eviction of Tangaro Family: Regarding the anticipated Tangaro Family eviction in Waiahole on October 31, 
2012; Mayor Peter Carlisle has provided the family with a three-month extension. Council Chair Martin will 
continue to work on the issue to see what else may be done. 
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 Awa Family Residences: The Council Chair recognized members of the Awa family present tonight, noting 
that the family along with the Council Chair’s office is working diligently with DPP. 

 City Council Active: Council Chair Martin noted that the Council remains very active and will be entering 
committee meetings within the next week. It was also noted that the Council Chair was the only elected 
official present tonight. It was noted the Council Chair may not be able to attend all meetings. However, the 
Council Chair will always have a staff member present to relay information and take back any concerns.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Kahuku Elderly Housing Project: A Board member raised concerns from kupuna in Hauula and Kahuku in 
the Kahuku Elderly Housing Project. Council Chair Martin indicated that he has heard of concerns; 
however, explained that the property is in transition and has been purchased. The new management team 
continues to work with residents. The new owner is investing in needed repairs and upgrades to the 
facilities.

 Japan Tsunami Debris: Concerns were raised regarding the danger of the ocean debris caused by the 
Japan tsunami. It was explained that Councilmember Nestor Garcia is the Chairperson on the Safety, 
Economic and Development and Governmental Affairs Committee and has taken on the issue. 

 Ahuimanu Road Trimming of Trees: A Board member requested the trees be trimmed on Ahuimanu Road 
near the ‘S’ turn, in both mauka and makai locations. It was noted City buses use the turn, forcing other 
vehicles into low hanging brush; Council Chair Martin’s office to follow-up. 

 Joint Council Jurisdiction: Comments noted that as of January 2, 2013 Council Chair Martin’s district 
boundary lines will change, noting the district will be shared with Council Vice Chair Ikaika Anderson.

Senator Clayton Hee: No representative and no report were present at this time.  

Representative Jessica Wooley: No representative and no report were present at this time.  

AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE BOARD MEETINGS: Vice Chair Luersen noted several agenda items for future 
board meetings including Frisbee golf course at Kualoa Beach Park, overview of Kaneohe Bay Regional Council 
and the request by Dr. Twentyman concerning BWS. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

September 12, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes: Kaluhiwa moved and Salas seconded the approval of the 
September 12, 2012 regular meeting minutes as amended. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 8-0-
0, (Aye: Geboski, Gomes, Kaluhiwa, LeVasseur, Luersen, Nuss, Obayashi and Salas).

 Page 5: Governor’s Representative: Questions: Kamehameha and Kahekili Highway Intersection: Clarify 
statement, ‘Member LeVasseur noted that HECO and telephone lines had been moved to the new pole, 
suggesting that DOT had secured the requisite aerial easement from the Hygienic Store. Cable lines had 
not yet been moved. 

 Page 6: Transportation and Safety: First sentence; replace ‘upstream work’ with ‘bridgework’.

September 12, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes: Geboski moved and Kaluhiwa seconded the approval of the 
September 12, 2012 special meeting minutes as published. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 8-0-
0, (Aye: Geboski, Gomes, Kaluhiwa, LeVasseur, Luersen, Nuss, Obayashi and Salas).

September 27, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes: Gomes moved and Kaluhiwa seconded the approval of the 
September 27, 2012 special meeting minutes as published. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 8-0-
0, (Aye: Geboski, Gomes, Kaluhiwa, LeVasseur, Luersen, Nuss, Obayashi and Salas).

COMMITTEE REPORTS: No reports were heard from the following committees; Water and Environment, Parks 
and Recreation, Planning, Military/Civilian Affairs Liaison, Legislation and School.
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Transportation and Safety: Committee Chair LeVasseur reported that the sandbags located in Waihee Stream,
which thought to be vandalized, actually failed and popped open. It was noted that similar  bags have broken and 
have now created a ‘sand island’ at the retention basin near Hio Place. LeVasseur has contacted the City 
Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) to report the issue and will follow-up on progress. 

Preservation of Hawaiian Heritage: Committee Chair Kaluhiwa announced the upcoming Makahiki festivities to be 
held in November this year in Waimanalo. It was also noted the Composer’s Competition held at Windward Mall 
was successful. Residents were encouraged to listen to the First Prize Winning Song ‘Kahaluu Nights’. A luncheon 
will be held in December to celebrate ahupua’a around the island. Tickets may be purchased following the meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m.

Submitted By: Leland S.M. Ribac, Neighborhood Assistant II

Reviewed By: K. Russell Ho, Neighborhood Assistant I

Reviewed and Finalized By: Amy Luersen, Vice Chair


