
       WAIANAE COAST NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 24
  c/o NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813

   PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2014
WAIANAE DISTRICT PARK – MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Johnnie-Mae Perry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established 
with eight (8) Board members present. Note-This nine (9) member Board requires five (5) members to 
establish a quorum and to take official Board action.

Board Members Present: Calvin Endo, Cedric Gates, Johnnie-Mae Perry, Robert Reed, Albert Silva, Craig 
McDonald and James Cowles, and Robin Grant. 

Board Members Absent: Mona Neill.

Vacancies: None.

Guests: Louis Galdeira (Councilmember Kymberly Pine’s Office Staff),  Charles Zahn (Neighborhood 
Commission) Alice Greenwood, Lieutenant David Neilson (Honolulu Police Department), Rita K Martin, Ian 
Santee (Mayor Kirk Caldwell's Office Staff), Sergeant Curtis Leggett (Honolulu Fire Department), Leolani Oyama 
(Representatvie Karen Awana's Office), William Aila (Governor Neil Abercrombie’s Representative), Al Frenzel 
(Malama Makaha), BS McEwen, Geanine Kahalewai (Senator Maile Shimabukuro’s Office Staff),Todd Rockhold, 
Cynthia Rezentes, Marlen Sommers, Mike Freitas, Henry Eng, Tesa Ng, Randy Stevens (EURUS Energy), 
Lieutenant Colonel Derrick Cheng (U.S. Army 25th Infantry Division), Brian Gibson (Oahu Metropolitan Planning 
Organization), Hope Hatton, Cathie Alana, Gladys Peraro, Laurel Mei Turbin (University of Hawaii), Paul Kepka, 
Mitchell Tyname, Mary Silva, Rodney Boucher, Robin McDonald, Emerald Gates, Victor Flint, Gladys Peraro,
Curtis and Daniela Arriaga (Neighborhood Commission Office Staff).

Pule/Pledge of Allegiance/Hawaii Pono’i: Chair Perry welcomed everyone to the Board meeting. Endo led the 
pule, Neill led Hawaii Pono’i, and Silva led the Pledge of Allegiance.

TSUNAMI WARNING ALERT: A representative from the Ewa Emergency Preparedness Committee provided a 
tsunami warning update from the City and County of Honolulu and informed residents to stay out of the water 
away from shores from 8:00 p.m. to 3 a.m. No land evacuations were reported as necessary. 

MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Curtis Leggett reported the following:

 March 2014 Fire Statistics: There were two (2) vehicle fires, eight (8) rubbish fires, one (1) structure fire, 
144 medical emergencies,  two (2) search and rescues, and 97 miscellaneous emergencies.

 Fire Safety Tip for Keikis: In 2011, approximately 136,000 children nationwide were treated in emergency 
rooms for burns. To keep children safe create a kid free zone in the kitchens around stoves and hot 
items. Place pots and pans on the back burner and away from children's reach. Keep cigarettes, lighters 
and other smoking materials out of children's reach or in a locked cabinet.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Sergeant Antone Pacheco reported the following:

 March 2014 Crime Statistics: There were 32 motor vehicle thefts, 67 burglaries, 208 thefts, and 54 
unauthorized entries into motor vehicles (UEMV).

 Fatality in Nanakuli: In response to a recent accident in Nanakuli; emergency roads can be accessed in 
the case of future emergencies. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 
1. Emergency Roads: Chair Perry asked for follow up regarding emergency road routes and requested 

maps at the next Board meeting. Pacheco will follow up. 
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2. Traffic fatality investigations: Pacheco indicated that the average investigation time for traffic fatalities was 
three (3) hours. 

3. Natural Disasters: Pacheco indicated for Gates that Civil Defense and HPD are authorized to open 
emergency roads during the case of a natural disaster. 

4. Leihoku Elementary School Traffic: Cowles expressed concern over the lack of HPD traffic enforcement 
near Leihoku Elementary School during student drop off times. Pacheco indicated that HPD can provide 
selected traffic enforcement of the area and issue citations but cannot post an officer at the school every 
day. Officer Jody Willard will provide selected traffic enforcements in front of the school during the 
upcoming first week of April 2014.  

5. Crossing Guards: Pacheco reported that HPD pays for crossing guards and requested applications for 
the monitoring of cross walks near Leihoku Elementary School. The position is ten hours a week; 
residents interested were encouraged to call the Kapolei Police Station to inquire. 

6. Calming Traffic Study: Chair Perry inquired over the calming traffic study that mitigates traffic. Pacheco 
will follow up. Mayor Kirk Caldwell's representative, Ian Santee will follow up with the Department of 
Transportation Services (DTS). 

U.S. Army 25th Infantry Division: Lieutenant Colonel Derrick Cheng reported the following:

 Malama Makua Cultural Access Dates: The next access dates to enter Makua Valley are Saturday, April 
5, 2014 and Wednesday, April 13, 2014.

 2cnd Stryker Brigade Combat Team: The 2cnd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division is 
conducting a month long training exercise at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, California from 
mid-April 2014 to May 2014. The training increases the level of combat readiness for the brigade. 

 Noise Advisory for Central Oahu: The 25th Infantry Division issued a noise advisory for the Central Oahu 
Region for night training at Schofield Barracks on Wednesday, April 2, 2014. Residents in the vicinity of 
Schofield Barracks may experience periodic increases in noise from approximately 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
The training consists of small arms and mortar fire conducted by the 3rd Brigade Combat Team. For more 
information, go to www.garrison.hawaii.army.mil/schofieldplant.

 Temporary Closure of the Army Museum: The Army Museum of Hawaii, located at Fort DeRussy, will be 
temporarily closed Tuesday, April 1, 2014 to Monday, June 9, 2014 for renovations. During the closure 
the museum store will remain open.

 Kolekole Pass: The access area is controlled by Navy and will remain closed. Contact Victor Flint for
further information at 448-2771.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Noise Advisory: Chair Perry inquired if HPD can be informed about the April 2014 live fire training noise 
advisory. Cheng answered that HPD can be notified; advisory information will also go out to the media 
and the community. The noise advisory complaint line number is 656-3487.

Board of Water Supply (BWS): No representative was present; no report was provided.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative: Ian Santee reported the following:

 Rehabilitation of Streets: The construction and repaving on the Lualualei Homestead Road and Ma'ili'ili 
Road opening is anticipated to begin in 2014. 

 Wainae District Park Improvements: Waianae District Park improvements are anticipated to begin this 
year. 

 Community for Keiki Month - April is “Community for Keiki” Month at the Neighborhood Boards. The 2012 
Census reported that 22% of the island's community is under the age of 18 and, although keiki are not 
old enough to be Board members, it is important to highlight the issues that most affect them.

 Summer Fun Program - The City and County’s Summer Fun Program is held at over 60 sites across 
Oahu, and offers a variety of recreational activities such as crafts, sports and excursions. Summer Fun 
runs Thursday, June 12, 2014 to Wednesday, July 25, 2014, Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Some sites offer program before and after Summer Fun. Summer Fun is open to children age 
five (5) to 13 years old. Teen program and volunteer opportunities are available for students in grades 
seven (7) to 12. Enrollment is limited. There is a registration fee of $25 that is waived for eligible children 
receiving DHS assistance. For more information, please visit www.honoluluparks.com.  
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Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Speeding at Leihoku Elementary School: Endo expressed concern over speeding near Leihoku 
Elementary School. Cowles requested a school crosswalk be put in place on Hokupa Street; Chair Perry 
recommended school zone signs. Santee will follow up with the Department of Transportation Services 
(DTS), and encouraged members of the public to volunteer as the Leihoku Elementary School crossing 
guard.

2. Bus Program Cuts: A resident inquired into the $7 million in cuts for bus funding; Santee will follow up. 
Gates inquired into updates on Bus advertising; there were no new updates available. 

3. Sidewalks: Gates requested the implementation of sidewalks near bus stops before Ko'Olina Resort on 
Farrington Highway. Gates asked if there was funding available; Santee will follow up. 

4. Sludge Update: Chair Perry requested an update from the Director of the Department of Planning and 
Permitting (DPP) regarding recent sludge dumping; Santee will follow up. 

5. Thank You: Cowles thanked the Mayor Kirk Caldwell as well as Mike Freitas for helping to install barriers 
and the dead end sign near Lualualei Homestead Road; it was reported that safety has improved as a 
result. 

Councilmember Kymberly Pine's Representative: Louis Galdeira reported the following:

 Budget Planning: Mayor Kirk Caldwell has submitted the City's proposed annual budget for the fiscal year 
of 2015 to City Council for review. The $2.8 billion City budget includes over $362 million to improve 
sewer systems and roads across Oahu. Leeward Coast improvements include the following: $1.29 million 
to fund construction for the new Waianae Police Station; $622,000 in renovations for the Waianae District 
Park; $250,000 in additional funding for Pu'u O Hulu Park in Maili; $1.5 million to fund the Leeward Coast 
Benefits Program. Starting July 2014, the Leeward Coast Benefits Program will be part of the City's 
Operating Budget and is intended to fund park related activities. 

 Bill 69: Councilmember Pine is requesting community input on Bill 69 relating to advertising on City 
buses. Email feedback to kmpine@honolulu.gov or call (808) 768-5001. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Leeward Coast Benefits Package: Galdeira indicated for a community member that including the Leeward 
Coast Benefits package in the City operating budget will make funds more accessible. 

2. Shopping Mall Light: Silva noted that the left hand turn lane traffic light near the shopping mall and 7-11 
needs to be addressed: Gladeira will follow up. 

Governor Neil Abercrombie’s Representative: William Aila reported the following:

 No Tsunami Warning: Aila made a special announcement that there was no official tsunami warning; 
however, there was a warning for increased tidal surges.

 Race to the Top: During a recent visit with US Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, Hawaii was praised 
as a rising star and a possible model for schools across the nation. Hawaii’s fourth graders surpassed the 
national average in mathematics. The contract with the Hawaii State Teachers Association (HSTA) in 
April 2013 has allowed for implementation of the Educator Effectiveness System design and 
implementation. Principals, teachers, staff and students are recognized for their hard work and 
dedication. Thanks also go out to legislators who collaborated to fund early education bills.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Common Core: McDonald indicated there have been challenges in other states with common core and 
inquired into when common core would be implemented in Hawaii; Aila will follow up. 

2. Raises for Teachers: Endo recommended that public school teachers receive raises for their high 
performance and good work. 

3. H1 Express Lane: Chair Perry recommended that the H1 express lane change to a regular traffic lane. 
Chair Perry noted that the extra lane was needed to assist traffic; Aila will follow up with the State 
Department of Transportation (HDOT). 

4. Sludge: Aila indicated for Chair Perry that dredging in Hawaii Kai has not resumed. Cowles expressed 
concern that the Hawaii Kai Marina Association had not used the designated five dumping sites in Hawaii 
Kai for dumping; Chair Perry concurred. Aila will follow up. 
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Senator Maile Shimabukuro: Geanine Kahalewai reported the following:

 Ka Pa'alana Traveling Preschool and Homeless Family Education Program: On March 31, 2014 the 
Hawaii State Senate congratulated Partners in Development Foundation (PIDF) Ka Pa'alana Homeless 
Family Education Program on receiving full accreditation from the National Association for the Education 
of young children. 

 Bill List Update: Kahalewai passed out a handout of bills that were relative to the Leeward Coast. 
 Boys & Girls Club Hawaii Youth of the Year: In March 2014, the Hawaii State Legislature congratulated 

the 2014 Boys & Girls Club Hawaii Youth of the year finalists including Kamalani Kauai from the Waianae 
Coast. 

 Ask-A-Lawyer Event: On Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Nanakuli Elementary 
School Cafeteria, volunteer attorneys will be available to answer questions and offer free legal advice to 
residents. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Weigh Station: Chair Perry asked for follow up on the weigh 
station. 

Representative Jo Jordan: Representative Jordan was reported to be at the Finance Committee session; no 
report was provided. 

Representative Karen Awana: Leolani Oyama reported the following: 

 Ask-A-Lawyer Event: On Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Nanakuli Elementary 
School Cafeteria, volunteer attorneys will be available to answer questions and offer free legal advice to 
residents. 

 Paakea Road: Representative Awana's office is in communication with Mayor Kirk Caldwell's office to set 
up a meeting to discuss Paakea Road. Currently if there is an emergency which would require immediate 
evacuation for the Waianae Coast, the key to unlock the gate is housed at the police station in Kapolei. 
Representative Awana recommends securing the key at a closer location for emergency use. 

 Easter Baskets: On Saturday, March 29, 2014, 40 Easter Baskets were prepared by Representative 
Awana and staff for deserving families.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Weigh Station: Chair Perry asked Representative Awana to 
support Bill 632 relating to the environmental court. 

BOARD BUSINESS/ACTION

Approval of March 4, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes: Chair Perry announced that the approval of the March 4, 
2014 regular meeting minutes would be deferred until next month's meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: Endo read the March 2014 financial statement. A total of $35.90 was spent in March 2014, 
leaving a remaining balance of $457.37. The report was filed.

Vacancy of Board Secretary Position: Chair Perry noted there was not a current Board Secretary vacancy.
Cowles was appointed as the Waianae Coast Neighborhood Board No. 24 secretary at the previous March 2014 
meeting. 

COMMUNITY/ BOARD CONCERNS/ ANNOUNCEMENTS:

 Military Bases: Laurel Mei Turbin from the University of Hawaii at Manoa reported that on Friday, April 11, 
2014 there will be a two global documentary film screenings at the Leeward Community College Waianae 
Campus. Turbin announced that the community has consented to create a collective Waianae 
Community Declaration for the future. 

 Ewa Beach Emergency Preparedness Committee: Boucher reported that Nixel.com provides quick 
updates for emergency response. Contact 682-0111 for more information on Emergency Preparedness. 
Saturday, September 6, 2014 will be the next fair covering hurricane preparedness. 

 Planted Trees: During the month of February 2014 and March 2014 there have been 100 trees planted 
and donated to Waianae High School. Free service is provided by the Waianae Sea Rider Ohana. 
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Contact 282-2443 to donate, or deliver trees by hand to the Waianae High School football field and leave 
by the gate. Cowles will donate potted palms. 

 Easter Event: On Friday, April 18, 2014 to Sunday, April 20, 2014, Ark of Safety will be having their 
annual Easter event at Waianae Intermediate School.

 Stage Curtains: A community member suggested closing the stage curtains for better viewing visibility on 
Olelo. 

 HPD Position on Marijuana: A resident noted that marijuana has medicinal properties and indicated that 
criminalization would not be effective. 

 Selective Approval of Projects: Chair Perry spoke as a community member and noted that proposed 
industrial projects were not always in the best interest of the community. Chair Perry reminded board 
members to be selective when approving projects for the local area. 

 Live Streaming: A resident expressed concern that live-streaming of board meetings would no longer be 
available online; it was noted that the Neighborhood Commission Office had requested live streaming to 
discontinue. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

EURUS Energy America Corporation Proposal of a 200 Acre Photovoltaic (PV) Farm – Randy Stevens gave a 
Power Point presentation and highlighted the following:

 EURUS Energy: EURUS Energy is owned by Toyota and Tokyo Electric Power and has been developing 
global solar energy for over 20 years. 

 Proposal: Photo voltaic (PV) solar farm to be built on 200 of the 800 acres of conservation land owned by 
the Olson Trust. Zoning for the property is on Ag-2 land.

 Location: The project would be located on abandoned property in Waianae in back of Kamaile Academy 
School.

 Energy Power: The solar farm proposes to provide power to 10,000 homes. The energy from solar will be 
sold to Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO). 

 Grass Control: Part of the plan is to control the grass with sheep.
 Photo Voltaic (PV) Panels: The PV will have a low impact and emit no radiation and situated more that 10 

feet off the ground in compliance with Hawaii building codes.
 Operations: The solar farm will have four (4) people on site, secured by a fence with lighting and cameras 

and operate for 30 years, after which time the panels would be removed and recycled.
 Landscaping: Native Hawaiian plants will be used for landscaping.
 Board of Water Supply (BWS): BWS has indicated that the project will not impact BWS wells. 
 Upcoming Dates: In July 2014, Hawaiian Electric Company will meet with the Public Utilities Commission 

(PUC) regarding the power purchase agreement (PPA). August 2015 is the projected start date of the 
commercial operation.

 Grid Saturation: Solar farm projects do not affect residential grids and will not affect grid saturation. 
 Jobs: The project will create 75 construction jobs and EURUS encourages hiring locally. 
 Community Benefits: Plans include a rubbish clean-up of the area in April 2014. EURUS plans to work 

with Kamaile Academy and the community to gather input throughout the proposal process. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Cultural sites: Stevens answered for Cowles that the existing heiau on the property will not be disturbed 
by the project. 

2. HECO Cost: Stevens answered for Gates that the energy generated by the site will be sold to HECO for 
16 cents for 20 years. 

3. No Benefits: Several residents expressed concern that there would be no community benefits or energy 
bill reductions for Leeward Coast residents. 

4. Kamaile Academy: Gates requested benefits from the project be returned to the community. Stevens 
indicated that EURUS was working with Kamaile Academy to help the school and beautify the landscape. 

5. Hire Local: Stevens answered for Grant that there would be four (4) full time jobs available and 75 part 
time jobs. Grant requested that EURUS hire local employees for both full time and part time jobs. Stevens 
will follow up with a list of detailed job descriptions. 

6. Previous Land Owners: A community member indicated that the previous land owners had not 
maintained the property and noted that the subsequent poor condition of the area was by no fault of the 
community. 
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7. HECO: Several community members requested HECO present at next month's meeting. Residents 
requested that HECO give back to the community and offer reductions on the price of electric to the 
Waianae residents. 

8. Solar Roof Panels: Several residents indicated they would rather have solar panels for their rooftops than 
solar farms.

9. Analysis/ Reports: A resident requested analysis reports from EURUS, HECO and BWS and asked for 
clarification on projected environmental impacts.  

10. Archeological Sites: A resident expressed concern over archeological sites being potentially disrupted.
11. Protection of Land: Many community members expressed concern that the solar farm would impede on 

farming and agricultural land; a resident indicated part of the area was Ag- B land.  It was also indicated 
that there were marsh lands, springs, and fresh water sources on the property that should be protected.

12. Electric Lines: A resident expressed concern over the number of heavy duty electric lines and poles that 
would result from the project. Chair Perry expressed concern that high power poles required would be an 
eyesore and were not depicted in the presentation by EURUS. It was indicated that EURUS had not 
accurately depicted the before and after version of the proposal or been clear about the negative visual 
effects of the industrialization. 

13. Underground: Chair Perry suggested that the solar project should be underground. 
14. Governmental Agencies Approval: Stevens indicated that the proposal was preliminary and was subject 

to government and community approval.
15. Landfill: Chair Perry requested landfills house solar panels instead of potential farming land or pristine 

land. 
16. Competition: Stevens answered for Grant that there were up to 25 other companies competing for the 

solar contract from HECO. 
17. Community Demands: Chair Perry expressed concern that the project would consume over 250 acres of 

mountainside and could possibly negatively impact the community. Chair Perry requested that the board 
take the item to committee to construct a list of the community's demands. 

Grant moved and Cowles seconded for the item to go to the Public Safety and Public Development 
Committee. The motion was ADOPTED 7-0-1 (Aye: Endo, Gates, Perry, Reed, McDonald, Cowles, and Grant; 
Abstain: Silva). 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO): Al Frenzel and Bryan Gibson from OMPO presented the 
following: 

 Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OhauMPO):  The OahuMPO program was developed in 1972 
to bring the City, State, and community together to make joint decisions on metropolitan planning. The 
City Service Transportation Act states that any community with more than 50,000 residents is required to 
have a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). MPO writes long range transportation plans; any 
federal transportation plan utilizing federal surface transportation dollars most go through MPO. 

 Project 50 Relating to Safety Improvements on Farrington Highway: Project 50 includes road realignment 
near Makaha Beach as well as intersection improvements at Haleakala Avenue and Nanakuli Avenue. 
Currently OahuMPO is accepting public comments on the road realignment planning study. 

 Project 54: Project 54 relates to the widening of Farrington Highway.

 Questions, comments, and concerns followed:

1. Policy Committee: Frenzel indicated that Councilmember Pine is on the Policy Committee and can assist 
in the implementation of Project 50. Frenzel answered for Endo that the planning study is currently taking 
public comments on Project 50. 

2. Committees: Frenzel reported that the City Advisory Committee (CAC), Technology Advisory Committee 
(TAC), and Policy Committee are the three committees that advise OMPO. Frenzel noted it is important to 
send local representatives to the committee meetings so that approved projects can receive federal 
funding. 

3. Makakilo Extension: Chair Perry noted that the cost for the Makakilo Extension was high, but would ease 
traffic flow. Gibson indicated the project was eligible for federal funding and up for public comment soon. 

4. Thank You: Silva, Cowles, and Perry thanked OMPO for presenting information to the community. 
5. Further Discussion: Chair Perry requested more details on Project 50 and Project 54 from OMPO to take 
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to committee. Frenzel encouraged the Board to continue to keep putting pressure on the State 
Department of Transportation (DOT) to brief the public on Project 50 and Project 54. 

Silva moved and Cowles seconded to ensure that Project 50 proceeds as planned. The motion was 
ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 8-0-0 (Aye: Endo, Gates, Perry, Reed, McDonald, Cowles, Grant, and Silva).

COMMITTEE REPORTS/NOMINATION OF BOARD MEMBERS

Education Committee: Endo reported the next Education meeting is Thursday, April 10, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. Chair 
Perry noted that committee facility requests must be approved by the Neighborhood Commission Office before a 
committee meeting can be approved. 

Intergovernmental Affairs and Human Services Committee: The next Intergovernmental Affairs and Human 
Services Committee meeting is Thursday, April 10, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. Chair Perry noted that committee facility 
requests must be approved by the Neighborhood Commission Office before a committee meeting can be 
approved.

Parks and Recreation Committee: Gates reported there was no Parks and Recreation Committee meeting 
scheduled this month. 

Public Safety and Economic Development Committee: The next Public Safety and Economic Development 
Committee meeting time will be determined at a later date. 

Public Works and Sustainability Committee: None.

Transportation Committee: The next Transportation Committee meeting time will be determined at a later date. 

Zoning and Planning Committee: None.

CHAIR’S REPORT: Chair Perry reported that the Neighborhood Commission Office's Conference of Chairs gave 
out a new membership guide book. Guide books distributed to all board members by Chair Perry. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The next Waianae Coast Neighborhood Board No. 24 meeting is Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at 
Waianae District Park.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 p.m. 

Submitted by: Daniela Arriaga, Neighborhood Assistant  
Reviewed by: Risé Doi, Neighborhood Assistant II
Reviewed and Finalized by: Johnnie-Mae Perry, Chair 


