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DRAFT REGUALR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2009
WAIANAE NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Jo Jordan called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. with a quorum of seven (7) members 
present. Note this nine (9) member Board requires seven (7) votes to adopt a motion.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Bill Akiona, Calvin Endo, Jo Jordan, Maralyn Kurshals, Suzanne Leonida, Johnnie-Mae 
Perry, Albert Silva.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jacqueline Kahaleoumi-Spencer, Slocum.

VACANCY(S): There were no vacancies at this time.

GUESTS: Tesha Malama (HCDA), Rita K. Martin (U.S. Vets), Lu Faborito, Emily and David Auwae, Denise and 
Dave Saylors,  (Makaha Hawaii Civic Club), Clara Batongbacal, Jamie Yamanaka-Jaramillo, Al Awo, Steven 
DeVictoria, Captain Scot Suiso (HFD), Mark Suiso, Sharm Fountain (MHCCL), Bill Prawst (FEMA), James 
Manaku Sr., Kimo Kelii, Cynthia Rezentes (Nanakuli-Maili Neighborhood Board), Kaiawe Makanani (NHHCA), 
Melva Aila, William Aila, Lori Wong (USACE), Corrine Doi, Georgina Schmidt Sakaba, Tulu Toa, Laura Pitolo, and 
Sonny Pierce (WCO), Cathie Alana, Fred Dodge, Luana Lester, Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai, Joy Barua and Darin 
Olson (HCAP), Leland S.M. Ribac (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

WELCOME/PULE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/HAWAII PONO’I: Chair Jordan welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. Endo provided the pule, with Silva leading in the Pledge of Allegiance and Hawaii Pono’i.

APPOINTMENT ON AN OMPO REPRESENTATIVE: Chair Jordan opened the floor to Board volunteers to fill as 
the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO) representative. Akiona volunteered to serve as the OMPO 
representative. With no objections, Akiona filled the representative position.

MONTHLY REPORTS PART 1: 

HONOLULU FIR EDEPARTMENT (HFD): Captain Scot Suiso reported the following information;

 Statistics for the month of January 2009 include; 43 fires, 92 medical emergencies, 5 hazardous 
conditions, 9 service calls, 52 good intent, 2 false calls, with a total of 203 alarms.

 Fire Safety tip: Smoke alarms save lives and are an important part of a home fire escape plan. Since the 
late 1970’s, properly installed and maintained alarms have contributed to an almost 50% decrease in fire 
deaths.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Perry inquired information regarding the maximum capacity of a classroom; Suiso noted there is a 
capacity of children regulated by the building code and explained not all rooms are marked by a plaque. 

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT (HPD): Lieutenant Jeff Bruchal provided the crime statistics, highlighting a 
total of 1,590 emergency calls registered in the district, and a total of 461 arrests.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Perry requested information of the number of utility polls knocked down in beat 856, also noting residents 
are dropping off their children in undesignated areas near Leihoku Elementary, and requested the 
presence of an officer.

 Kurshals raised concern with residents walking on Makaha Valley road in the dark, which may be very 
dangerous as that stretch of road is already hard to gauge.
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 A community member thanked HPD for he noticed an increase in number of officers on the roads.
 A community member noted he has gone on record several times at the Waianae Coast Neighborhood 

Board as well as the Nanakuli-Maili Neighborhood Board informing HPD where they should be stationed; 
unfortunately HPD was not in the location where an accident happened most recently. He plans to write 
his Legislators and is willing to work with HPD.

 A community member expressed frustration with HPD noting that once a ticket or warrant is administered, 
there is no follow up and minimal consequence.

DLNR/DOCARE: No report available at this time.

U.S. ARMY: Captain Logan Veath reported the following information:

 The Army’s Shellfish Study is posted on the website and can be accessed at any time; Veath will follow 
up on cultural impacts that may have been made during the study.

 Access roads to Makua have been significantly damaged due to the heavy winds and rain. The Army is 
currently looking at possible funding methods to clear the areas most hit.

 As for the follow up question regarding money spent specifically to Makua Valley, as of the last $43 
million spent, $7 million was used on Makua Valley and its surrounding areas, Makua Valley remains a 
very important location for the Army to train soldiers, it has not been used in the past four years due to the 
Draft Enviromental Impact Study (DEIS).

 A meeting to discuss the Army’s Draft marine Resource Study on February 11, 2009 and has been 
changed to Nanaikapono Elementary beginning at 5:30 p.m.

 The 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team is readying for deployment, with soldiers also returning in late 
February and March.

 Contact 656-3152 for information regarding the Adopt A Soldier Program, which assists returning soldiers 
to Hawaii’s culture and lifestyle.

 U.S. Army Hawaii was awarded the 2008 Fish & wildlife Conservation award, and was chosen within the 
entire Department of Defense (DOD).

 Contact Kayla Overton at 656-3159 regarding noise and dust complaints.
 Questions and answers regarding depleted uranium, contact Howard Sugai at 438-0650.

Questions, comments and concerns followed;

 Kurshals and several of the community members thanked the U.S. Army and the Hawaii National 
Guardsmen for cleaning up various streams.

 Several community members voiced support and local stories of supporting the Adopt A Soldier Program 
and encouraged the audience to ‘treat’ these soldiers in the public, for it will not only bring happiness to 
the soldier but to the resident as well.

 A community member voiced several questions, stating that the Army’s Water Quality Study in Makua 
went against the resident’s suggestion in which stream to test, noting that in the Makua Valley DEIS it 
failed to mention that Pohakuloa is equivalent to Makua Valley, and why the Army does not utilize training 
facilities from other military bases. Veath noted the Army does train at other military locations, and will 
follow up on the other questions.

ORDNANCE REEF UPDATE: Lori Wong provided a brief update, noting there will be a meeting held at Kapolei 
Hale on Tuesday, February 24, 2009 with Mr. Davis in attendance. Plans for a community outreach program are 
currently in the works, and will incorporate student education. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Perry noted several months back it was suggested to post signs on the beaches of the affected area, 
warning residents of the possible munitions, and yet no sign has been put up.

 Perry also suggested that treatment signs be posted and the staff at the Waianae Comprehensive Center 
is educated in how to treat the possible rashes.

U.S. NAVY NAVMAG: No report available at this time.

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY (BWS): Clayton Brown provided the following information;
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 Wayne Hashiro, previously with the City & County of Honolulu as the Managing Director, has joined the 
BWS as the new Manager and Chief Engineer. For more information visit www.boardofwatersupply.com

 Several Halawa Xeriscape garden Workshops are being offered; learn how to make organic pesticides on 
February 28, 2009, and learn how worms can turn food into organic fertilizer on March 21 and May 9, 
2009. To register contact Diane Moses at 748-5363 or email at tours@hbws.org.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Perry questioned how much water is loss during a water main break; Brown estimated that between 2-
300,000 gallons is lost within a half our period.

 A community member questioned if there are any other types of materials that could be used as pipes 
that last longer than 40 years; Brown noted that the BWS is taking a proactive solution and is currently 
working to replace aging pipes before they break on their own.

BOARD OF EDUCATION (BOE): No report available at this time.

KALAELOA ADVISORY TEAM (KAT): Tesha Malama of the Hawaii Community Development Authority (HCDA) 
reported the following information;

 The Kamokila Boulevard extension to Roosevelt Road began in January 2009 and is 1/4 completed.
 On Wednesday, December 17, 2008 staff attended the Hawaii Public Housing Authority opening 

ceremony. Kumuhonua Transitional Shelter will service single and adult couples and families.
 The Kalaeloa Community Network (KCN) continues to meet on the second Thursday of the month. 
 The Kalaeloa Public Safety (KPS) continues to meet monthly on the third Thursday of the month to 

address safety issues in the district.
 The Kalaeloa Advisory Team (KAT) will reconvene this quarter to review the administrative rules draft and 

all surrounding neighborhood boards will be given a draft as part of a comprehensive outreach plan to 
solicit feedback.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 A community member added the fact that adult families will be served at Kumuhonua, adult families 
require children to be at the least 14 years if age.

 Chair Jordan questioned how the Kalaeloa Shuttle is doing; Malama noted that it is well, and has been 
asked to expand its services, with the City’s permission and will continue to provide ridership data.

Chair Jordan questioned if there were any objections to hearing Council Chair Todd Apo at this time, hearing no 
objections, Council Chair Apo presented at this time.

COUNCIL CHAIR TODD APO: Council Chair Apo reported the following information;

 The City Council met last week to discuss the rail transit, and successfully redirected the route.
 In Kapolei the new Costco will be opening on February 27, 2009, also opening in Kapolei, Sports 

authority, PetCo and Target. Plan accordingly as there is expected to be an increase in traffic.
 City Council was also able to pass a bill prohibiting texting on cellular phones while operating a vehicle. 

Apo noted drivers must take personal responsibility and not text while driving.
 It was noted that monies collected in traffic fines and tickets do not go to the City, but to the State.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Perry requested responses of several questions regarding Makaiwa Hills, the moving of the Farmer’s 
Market, and the possibility of an additional high school in the area; Apo noted that Makaiwa Hills will 
eventually be built, a letter is being finalized regarding the Farmer’s Market but is contingent upon Board 
action, and an additional high schools is slated to open in Kapolei.

 Kurshals suggested two women that may be considered to receive the Act of Heroism Award.
 A community member questioned the possibility of shipping of waste; Apo noted pros and cons are being 

weighed out.
 A community member solicited Apo’s support in closing Zablan Beach Park aka Forac Beach Park, noting 

that residents have wanted to close that park for some time now.
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 A community member noted that local farmers are still struggling and requires aide, it is being suggested 
that farmers join the west Oahu Farmer’s Bureau.

 A community member voiced concern regarding illegal campers living along the ocean coast and the litter 
that is being left behind, the litter has become a safety hazard and encroached into the road.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA): Ben Prawst and Kevin Wynne reminded everyone 
that on January 5, 2009, Oahu was deemed a disaster zone, and encourages every family to contact FEMA and 
register their concern. Registration continues until March 5, 2009 and can be reached at 1-800-621-3362. There 
is a Disaster Center at the Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center and is opened to the public.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Kurshals questioned if homeless residents along the beach side are being helped; Prawst noted that 
FEMA representatives are on the beach side every day encouraging even the homeless to register.

 A community member welcomed the FEMA representatives to the Makaha Hawaii Civics Club meeting 
next Thursday, February 12, 2009.

 A community member noted he and his family was able to go to the Disaster Center and was very 
impressed with the system and their speediness.

BOARD BUSINESS:

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 3, 2009 REGULAR MEETING AGENDA: Silva moved and Endo seconded to 
approve the February 3, 2009 regular meeting agenda. The motion was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 7-0-0, 
(Aye: Akiona, Endo, Jordan, Kurshals, Leonida, Perry, Silva.)

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 6, 2009: Chair Jordan deferred this agenda 
item until the scheduled February meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Endo read the Treasurer’s Report highlighting a current expense of $118.08 due to 
printing and postage, with a current balance of $2,746.81.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: At this time Chair Jordan turned the gavel over to Vice Chair Silva.

EDUCATION: Endo reported the next meeting is scheduled for February 12, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. at the Waianae 
High School. The BOE will be holding a community meeting at Leihoku Elementary, and will be discussing the 
State budget crunch.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Perry noted there is a second meeting in February to address BOE business meeting. It was clarified that 
on February 19, 2009 is a BOE Business Meeting, and on March 18, 2009, a BOE Community Meeting. 

 A community member expressed appreciation for the Education Committee minutes provided by Endo, 
noting that it keeps him up to date on information happening within the district.

HEALTH AND SAFETY: Kurshals noted she will continue to hold meetings on demand. Kurshals can be 
contacted at 389-0129, should there be the need for a meeting.

PARKS AND RECREATION: Chair Jordan reported the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 12, 
2009, at 7:00 p.m. (note removed) 

RECOMMENDATION FOR THE SUPPORT OF A 90 DAY TRIAL PERIOD FOR A DRAFT SPECIAL USE 
PERMIT- CAMPING AT KAENA POINT STATE PARK MAKUA SITE (only): Chair Jordan moved on behalf of 
the Parks and Recreation Committee to support a 90 day trial period for a special use permit to allow 
camping at Kaena Point State Park, for the Makua site only as drafted with changes to match park 
signage and to recommend a copy of park rules be given with each permit issued. Chair Jordan further 
explained January 2008 the Department of Land and natural resources (DLNR) visited the area along with 
community members and marked 13-15 locations of possible camp sites. The rules were drafted by DLNR and 
State Parks whom both worked with the WCNB Parks Committee, and remain in conjunction with DLNR 
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regulations. If the motion is supported tonight then the recommendation will go to the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources for review and process which could take another 6 months to a year to finalize.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Several community members spoke for the motion, explaining that the pilot project will allow campers the 
freedom to camp with permit, as in the past Kaena Point State Park is currently a no camping area and 
this will help change that for legal camping.

 Several residents spoke for the motion noting that illegal campers will not be allowed in the area once the 
permit process is implemented.

 A community member spoke against the project explaining that it will hinder Native Hawaiian rights, and 
Hawaiians should not have to pay to camp.

The motion to support a 90 day trial period for a draft special use permit to allow camping at Kaena Point 
State Park, Makua site only as drafted with changes to match park signage and to recommend a copy of 
park rules be given with each permit issued, was ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, 7-0-0, (Aye: Akiona, Endo, 
Jordan, Kurshals, Leonida, Perry, Silva.)

John DeSoto on behalf of the Makaha Civic’s Club thanked Chair Jordan and the entire Board for their continues 
support in beach closures on the Waianae Coast, and noted he looks forward to the closure of Lahilahi Beach 
Park.

PLANNING AND ZONING: Akiona noted the next meeting is scheduled for the third Wednesday of every month, 
February 18, 2009 starting at 7:00 p.m.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 A community member voiced concern with the various types of businesses operating in Makaha, and 
questioned if Akiona has more information regarding these businesses.

 A community member interjected, noting that all businesses are private business, and is not under the 
jurisdiction of the neighborhood Board to pry in the matter.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Akiona noted the next meeting is scheduled to follow the Planning and zoning 
Committee meeting on February 18, 2009.

TRANSPORTATION: Perry noted there was no quorum in January, and therefore no minutes. The next meeting 
is scheduled for February 10, 2009, and is open for topics that need to be addressed.

At this time, Vice Chair Silva returned the gavel to Chair Jordan.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Several announcements were made at this time;

 Public comment period extended until February 6, 2009 on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) for the Honolulu Rail Transit Project. Contact the Department of Transportation Services (DTS) at 
566-2299 or www.honolulutransit.org. 

 Public comment period on the DEIS for the H-Power Expansion project is ongoing. Contact AMEC Earth 
& Environmental Incorporate at 391-9906.

 Public comment period until March 14, 2009 on the Draft Marine Resources Study Field Sampling Results 
and Risk Assessment on the Mauka Military Reservation. Contact 656-3152 or online at 
www.garrison.hawaii.army.mil/shellfishstudy.

 Neighborhood Board Elections 2009 Candidate Application forms are available, and must be postmarked 
by February 20, 2009.

 The Nanaikeola Senior Living Apartments will be opening soon, contact Representative Maile 
Shimabukuro for more details.

 A flyer was made available providing information regarding youth activities and programs Nanaikeola will 
provide in the future.

 The United States Supreme Court will discuss the issue of Hawaii Ceded Lands on February 25, 2009; 
residents are encouraged to raise their Hawaiian flags on this day.

 A community meeting will be held at Puanaleo Hawaiian Emergent School on February 15, 2009.
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS: Several community concerns were raised at this time;

 Kurshals questioned when Kili Drive is schedule to be reopened.
 Perry raised concern with the possibility of legalizing gambling and the import of nuclear materials.
 A community member voiced gratitude towards the Civil Defense and Department of emergency 

Management (DEM) for their speediness in the most recent windy conditions.
 A community member noted there are bags of trash right at Maili Point, they have begun to fly on the 

roads and cause major traffic hazards and even pose a threat to drivers.
 A community member rejoiced at the fact that the Department of Health (DOH) was able to clean out the 

Makaha Stream before any more heavy rains come down.
 A community member thanked Chair Jordan for referring T-Mobile to the Hawaiian Homes Association, T-

Mobile will remain on Pahe’ehe’e Ridge and will service their customers from there.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

HONOLULU COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM: Joy Barua and Darin Olson of the Honolulu Community Action 
Plan (HCAP) provided a brief update of Waianae’s Multipurpose Community Center Project. HCAP explained this 
has been a long process and HCAP is ready to file for its building permits in February, with construction to start in 
mid summer. Two phases of the project includes Phase 1, where rehabilitation of the existing building will take 
place, and Phase 2, where an extension to the existing structure will be built. The Phase 1 project is estimated to 
encompass 18 months. Programs to be available after completion include early childhood education, social 
services, employment and training, and community building.

Questions, comments and concerns followed;

 Perry questioned the finished height of the building; Olson noted the structure will remain one story and 
within the height limit.

 Chair Jordan clarified that the project will rehabilitate the existing structure, and includes a second wing.
 Kurshals inquired information regarding the project’s budget; Olson noted HCAP currently has nearly $2 

million, which will cover Phase 1, and continue to look at additional means of funding for the remaining 
phase.

A community member questioned if there will be any impact on Kaala Farms; Barua noted no physical extremities 
will affect Kaala Farms; however during construction dust blockers will be implemented.

NEW BUSINESS:

KA WAI OLA O WAIANAE MOKU PROJECT: Chair Jordan noted the presentation was cancelled due to the 
presenter not being able to attend.

MONTHLY REPORTS PART 2:

MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Chair Jordan noted a Mayor’s Representative is not present, however, 
Neighborhood Assistant Ribac is able to take concerns back to the City & County of Honolulu, and forms are 
available to write down the concerns.

COUNCIL CHAIR TODD APO: Previously reported in the meeting.

OFFICE OF UNTIED STATES REPRESENTATIVE MAZIE HIRONO: No report available at this time.

GOVERNOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Russell Tsuji apologized for missing last months meeting and thanked 
Edward Teixeira from the State Civil Defense for presenting. Tsuji noted that the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) continues to address the issue of stream maintenance. It continues to be an issue due to 
privately owned streams. The Governor is working with the State Legislature and has introduced a clean energy 
bill (House Bill 168). Everyone was encouraged to contact the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
if they have sustained damages from the December heavy rains.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:
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 Perry provided several suggestions, noting that she had read an article stating that some insurance 
companies are overcharging residents on their medication.

 Kurshals expressed concern regarding the homeless issue in the trying economic times, and noted that 
hopefully homeless issues will not be forgotten in these times.

 Chair Jordan thanked Tsuji for his participation in setting up the meeting last month, as a lot of planning 
was involved on his part.

 Perry questioned why the State is looking to charge entrance fees to specific public parks and 
attractions, and if any of these attractions are based in the district; Tsuji explained the State is looking at 
all options in sustaining itself in these hard economic times; Tsuji will check if Kaena Point State Park is 
being looked at as an option.

 A community member voiced her suggestion to save the State money, noting the Governor should lower 
the budget on the State’s 50th Statehood Anniversary Celebrations. 

SENATE PRESIDENT COLLEEN HANABUSA: A written report was made available.

REPRESENATIVE MAILE SHIMABUKURO: A representative of Representative Shimabukuro’s office provided a 
written report, highlighting 19 legislative bills that were introduced by the Representative. Visit Shimabukuro’s blog 
site for updated information and everyone is welcome to join the stream clean up on February 6th and 7th 
between 8:00a.m. and 12:00 noon.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

 Perry requested a legislative update be produced in the future months regarding the status of all bills 
introduced and passed by Representative Shimabukuro.

 A community member thanked the Representative for suggesting the Nanakuli High School Performing 
Club perform at the Opening Day of the State Legislature.

REPRESENTATIVE KAREN AWANA: A written report was made available.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Submitted By:

Leland S.M. Ribac
Neighborhood Assistant


