
EWA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 23
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                            TEL: (808) 768-3710 FAX: (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www1.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 2012
EWA BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Celeste Lacuesta called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. A quorum was NOT 
established with four (4) members present. Note – This 11 member Board reuires six (6) members to extablish 
quorum and to take official Board action.

Board Members Present – Ariel DeJesus, Steve Knauer, Celeste Lacuesta, and Kevin Rathbun.

Board Members Absent – Saipeti Tagovailoa-Amosa, Kurt Fevella, Ernest “Joe “ Hartsell, and Frankie McCurley.

Vacancies – There are currently three (3) At-Large vacancies on the Board.

Guests –Captain Glenn Kawamura and Fire Fighter 1 Joshua Chase (Honolulu Fire Department), Officer Daniel 
Bateman and Officer Art Takamiya (Honolulu Police Department), Jo Ann York Gilmore, Millie Chambrella, Karen 
Mutobe, Berna Cabacungan (Earthplan), Lisa Enasoria, Ray Galas (Senator Will Espero’s Office staff), Rod 
Boucher and Donald Harlor (Ewa Beach Emergency Preparedness Committee), Tiffany Patrick (Marines Corps 
Representative), Mitchell Tynanes (Ewa Beach Lions Club), Leila Kagawa (Department of Human 
Resources/Governor’s Representative), R. Aragon, G. Bautista, Ray Ellis (Senator Will Espero’s Office staff), Matt 
Lopresti, James Macey, Lena K., Brett Kulbis, and Kazuaki McArthur (Neighborhood Commission Office staff). 

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS: All those present, introduced themselves. De Jesus read the Board’s
speaking time limit policy. Lacuesta reminded those present to respect each other and disclosed that she is the 
legislative aide to Councilmember Tom Berg.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS: 

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Fire Fighter 1 Joshua Chase reported the following;

 July 2012 Statistics: Included 1 wild land fire, 3 rubbish fires, 108 medical emergencies, 5 search/rescues, 
and 17 miscellaneous calls for service. 

 Fire Safety Tip: Open burning of any material (Including green yard waste and household trash) is 
prohibited throughout the State. Violations of open burning rules may result in fines of up to $10,000 per 
day for each offense. Owners, operators, or managers of properties, premises, businesses, or industries 
where open burning occurs will be held responsible.

Honolulu Police Department (HFD) – Officer Daniel Bateman reported the following;

 July 2012 Statistics: Included 1796 total calls for service and 560 adult arrests.

 Safety Tip: The month of August is “Pedestrian Safety month”. Pedestrian related community events and 
campaigns will be taking place throughout the month to encourage safe pedestrian behaviors, as well as 
heighten awareness in drivers toward pedestrians, with the ultimate goal of saving lives and making Hawaii 
a safer place to walk. Pedestrian fines are as follows:

o Jaywalking – $130
o Pedestrian obedience to “Don’t Walk” sign – $130
o Failure to yield to pedestrian in crosswalk – Court Appearance
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Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Campbell High School Break-In: A Board member requested information regarding recent break-ins at 
Campbell High School. Bateman reported that he would forward the request to the HPD Criminal Division. 
It was noted that some of the culprits have already been apprehended.

2. Rail Security: It was asked and clarified that HPD has not been approached about providing security for the 
rail. 

Knauer called a point of order and stated that HPD has nothing to do with the rail project.

3. Oneula Beach Park Water: Information was requested regarding a drunk driver hitting a pump near Oneula 
Beach Park. It was noted that the park does not have water because of the broken pump. HPD suggested 
calling the records division.

Weed and Seed –Officer Art Takamiya reported the following;

 Underage Drinking Sweeps: Officers have been conducting underage dirking sweeps. Citations are being 
issued to adults in possession of or drinking alcohol in public places. Juveniles doing the same are being 
arrested.

 Narcotics: Weed and Seed and Narcotics officers are actively involved in narcotics investigations in the 
Ewa Weed and Seed site and District 8.

 Protests: HPD assisted with the Monsato protest in Kunia on June 28, 2012. There were approximately 90 
protesters present. HPD also assisted with the Syngenta protests in Kunia on July 12, 2012. There were 
approximately 20 protestors present.

 Fireworks: Officers worked on July 4, 2012 to address fireworks violations. 11 adults were cited within 
District 8. Five (5) of the citations were from the Ewa weed and Seed site.

 Culinary Arts: The Weed and Seed culinary arts summer program started on Jun 5, 2012 and ended July
19, 2012. 16 of the total 20 students completed the course.

 National Night Out: Officers assisted with the National Night Out celebration held at Whole Foods, Kailua.

 Upcoming Events: Following are upcoming Weed and Seed Events;
o August 11, 2012 – Back to school “Shop with a Cop” at Target, Kapolei.
o August 15, 2012 – Keiki Print for children at Calvary Chapel School.
o September 8, 2012 – Get Ready Ewa Beach/Emergency Preparedness Fair at Ewa Makai Middle 

School.
o September 15, 2012 – Oneula Beach Park clean up and Project CLEAN in Waipahu. Call 689-4182 

for more information.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Funding: It was noted that Councilmember Tulsi Gabbard found $150,000 in the budget to allocate towards 
Weed and Seed. It was asked and clarified that Weed and Seed will be able to provide more services to 
the community. It was noted that the money will allow HPD to place three (3) extra Weed and Seed officers
into the area for Weed and Seed activities.

2. Improvement: On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the worst), Takamiya was asked to rate crime in the area 
before and after the arrival of Weed and Seed. Takamiya expressed that crime has gone from an 8-9 to 4-
5. It was noted that prior to Weed and Seed, there was more dumping and homeless issues.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Mayor’s Representative – A representative was not present; a report was not provided.
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Councilmember Tom Berg –Councilmember Berg circulated a report and noted that many resolutions came forth 
as a result of community input. Berg noted that he was the only Councilmember to vote against Bill 11 regarding 
the budget and bus service cuts. Berg noted that the Steel on Wheel rail is the most expensive rail system and 
suggested implementing an improved bus system instead. Berg noted that he would continue advocating on behalf 
of the community.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Archeological Sites: It was explained that an archeological study of an area is required prior to approval of 
construction. It was noted that an inventory of historic trails was requested prior to the approval of the 
proposed bio-lab in Kalaeloa. It was expressed that the Hawaii Community Development Authority (HCDA) 
has no respect for community input.

2. Transparency: A community member expressed that HCDA has no transparency in its process. It was 
expressed that HCDA controls Kaleloa and will do whatever it wants.

3. Community Forum: A Board member suggested Berg host an open community forum on the bio-lanb 
project. Berg expressed that the meeting previously held by bio-lab representatives was controlled and did 
not allow for much public participation. Chair Lacuesta noted that she had attended the last two (2) HCDA 
meetings on the project and will schedule a community forum.

Senator Will Espero –Ray Ellis reported the following;

 Bio Lab Commentary: Commentary on the bio lab is being accepted through September 7, 2012, on the 
Office of Economic Quality Control (OEQC) website. 

 Clean and Sober Task Force: Senator Espero has been appointed to the Clean and Sober Task Force.

 Primary Election: Community members were encouraged to vote in the primary election on August 11, 
2012.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Public Meeting: A Board member noted that at the July 2012 regular meeting of the Ewa Neighborhood 
Board, Senator Espero agreed to coordinate a public meeting with the Board to allow residents to speak 
about the project with project officials.

2. Environmental Assessment (EA): A Board member noted that an EA is only a visual assessment of the 
area. It was suggested the bio lab project obtain an independent Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
instead. Concern was raised that there is no guarantee that the bio lab will not have leakage.

3. Kakaako: A Board member asked what happened to the plans for the bio lab at Kakaako.

4. Pearl City Proposal: A Board member noted that Senator Wakai had worked with the community to prevent 
the bio lab from being built in Pearl City. It was expressed that Senator Espero should do likewise for the 
Ewa community.

5. HCDA Kakaako: It was noted that HCDA controls both Kakaako and Kalaeloa. It was noted that the bio lab 
project was originally planned for Kakaako but, was later switched to Kalaeloa.

6. Timetable: It was asked and clarified that there is no timetable for the project at the current time. It was 
suggested visiting and commenting on the websites provided earlier.

7. Deadline: It was asked why there is a September 7, 2012 deadline. The Board was encouraged to take a 
stand on the issue.

8. Board Collaboration: Rathbun noted that he and Board member McCurley volunteered to facilitate a public 
meeting on the Bio lab project with the Senator; however, feedback was not given.
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9. Open Meeting: It was noted that the Senator was not aware of the proposed bio lab project until recently. It
was suggested more open meetings be scheduled to allow public input.

10. Essex Road: It was asked and clarified that the public is not allowed to access the beach via Essex Road 
because the adjacent golf course was not willing to erect a protective barrier between the golf course and 
the road per City standards. It was noted that the road was transferred from the military to the City. It was 
further noted that the Ewa Neighborhood Board took a position five (5) years ago to open the road.

Representative Rida Cabanilla – A representative was not present; a report was not provided.

Representative Kimberly Pine – A representative was not present; a newsletter was provided.

Marine Corps Base Hawaii – Tiffany Patrick reported the annual Kaneohe Bay Air Show is scheduled for 
September 29 and 30, 2012, at Kaneohe Bay. Admission is free. Visit www.kaneohebayairshow.com for more 
information.

Governor’s Representative –Leila Kagawa reported the following;

 Economic Outlook: On July 19, 2012, Governor Abercrombie reported that the State of Hawaii concluded 
its 2012 Fiscal Year (FY) with a positive ending balance of $306 million, as well as an increase of 14.9% in 
tax revenue from FY 2011. FY 2012 marks the second consecutive year the State has ended in the black. 

 Job Creation: The State’s unemployment continues to hover around 6.4%. The national average stands at 
8.2%. Since 2012, the Governor has released more than $423.8 million for Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP). Projects have been selected for their potential to immediately stimulate the economy and generate 
local jobs.

 Affordable Housing: 10 State affordable housing projects were listed in the June 29 Pacific Business News 
as being among the top 25 residential construction projects in Hawaii. These 10 projects alone are 
expected to generate a total of 6,050 direct jobs and 8,766 indirect jobs, as well as restore 3,901 affordable 
homes or units. For more information on these public-private ventures, visit http://hawaii.gov/gov/faq. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Bio Lab: A Board member requested that the Governor’s representative relay to the Governor the Board’s 
concern regarding the proposed bio lab. Kagawa suggested leaving commentary on the OEQC website. 
Concern was raised that some community members do not have computer access. Another Board member 
suggested the State Department of Health (DOH) meet with bio lab officials.

2. Fort Weaver Road: It was noted that only half of Fort Weaver Road has been paved. It was asked when the 
remainder of the road would be paved.

3. Rail Funding: It was noted that a City resolution was passed that stated that extra funding for the rail project 
is not to be awarded until a full funding grant agreement is awareded. It was asked if the Governor plans on 
amending 247 to allow funds to be used for bus service.

4. Response: It was asked who would be responding to comments sent via email regarding the bio lab.

5. Responsibility: It was asked who would take responsibility should anything wrong happen with the bio lab.

6. HCDA Presentations: It was asked if HCDA is required to provide public presentations on projects on their 
property since they are a semi-autonomous entity.

7. University of Hawaii West Oahu (UHWO): It was noted that UHWO is not a research school and should not 
be used as a reason for placing the bio lab in Kalaeloa.

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS:
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1. Ewa Emergency Preparedness Fair: The second annual “Get Ready Ewa” emergency preparedness fair is 
scheduled for September 8, 2012, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at Ewa Makai Middle School. The fair will 
include seminars form the City Department of Emergency Management (DEM), Red Cross, and HPD. 
Vendors will also be present to offer emergency preparedness products. A raffle will also be held to 
distribute various prizes including generators.

2. School Generators: It was asked if the Ewa Emergency Preparedness group could provide generators for 
schools within the Campbell Complex school system. It was noted that the schools would require a large 
generator to power the school.

3. Cleanups: The next Oneula Beach Park cleanup is scheduled for August 18, 2012, at 8:00 a.m. The Ewa 
Community Cemetery cleanup is scheduled for August 19, 2012.

4. Bus Routes: Community members were encouraged to provide testimony on the restoration of bus routes 
at the City Council meeting scheduled for August 15, 2012. It was noted that there is a shortfall of $3 million 
for bus routes; however, there is $4 million budgeted for art work for the rail.

5. Laulani Shopping Center: Concern was raised that Haseko is not complying with the 30 foot setback at the 
Laulani Shopping Center. Haseko clarified that it is not in charge of the Laulani Shopping Center.

6. HCDA Review: It was noted that HCDA is holding a review of administrative rules on August 16, 2012.

7. District Park: It was reported that the Mayor has broken ground on the new Ewa District Park. Haseko will 
start work soon. The project will include basketball and volleyball courts, a comfort station, and parking lot. 
The project is expected to complete in August 2013.

8. Haseko Archeologist: It was noted that the State Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) has 
purview of all archeological sites in the Ewa area. It was reported that Haseko hired a DLNR approved 
archeologist to monitor construction in Ewa. It was expressed that the hired archeologist is a well qualified 
individual with knowledge of the Ewa area.

9. Monthly Report: It was suggested Haseko provide a monthly report on archeological finds. It was noted that 
Haseko had just conducted a town hall meeting which included an overall update of the project.

10. Bus Stops: It was noted that Weed and Seed had recently painted over graffiti at bus stops; however, 
individuals have already graphitized over the paint. Concern was also raised that there are no trash cans at 
the bus stops. It was noted that the City has already responded that private citizens are not allowed to 
place trash cans at the bus stops. The City also noted that it lacks the manpower to maintain the trash cans 
at all bus stops.

11. Easement: Referring to the City’s response regarding easements in the July 2012 minutes, a citizen 
suggested the City put up Tow Away signs.

12. Campbell High School Air Conditioning: It was asked why Campbell High School does not have air 
conditioning. It was noted that Representative Kimberley Pine was supposed to find funding in the budget 
for air conditioning for Campbell High School.

13. Board Follow Up: the Board was criticized for a lack of follow up on the rail project, Ewa villages, other 
projects, and for not holding committee meetings. Chair Lacuesta noted that she would be putting an 
emphasis on holding regular committee meetings.

14. Board Anniversary: A Board member noted that the Board was formed in 1977 and would be celebrating its 
35th anniversary.

15. Campbell High School Anniversary: It was noted that Campbell High School will be celebrating its 50th
anniversary. Alumni are encouraged to wear orange and black at the homecoming game against Kapolei 
High School on September 29, 2012.

16. Ewa Elementary School: It was reported that Ewa Elementary School will be celebrating its 130th
anniversary.
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17. Traffic Lights: It was reported that traffic lights are being installed near the Laukiko Street/Keaunui Drive 
intersection. Installation is expected to complete October 19, 2012.

18. Flashing Lights: Flashing lights on Fort Weaver Road, near Ewa Market were requested.

19. Ewa Village Master Plan: It was noted that the Ewa Villages Master Plan has yet to be released.

BOARD BUSINESS: Due to a lack of quorum, all Board business was deferred to the next regular meeting.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: Due to a lack of quorum, approval of minutes was deferred to the 
next regular meeting.

COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS:

Consumer Affairs –No report.

Education, Sports & Arts –No report.

Health & Social Services –No report.

Government, Legislative & Military Affairs –No report.

Parks and Recreation –No report.

Planning, Permitting, Zoning & Environmental –No report.

Public Safety –No report.

Traffic & Transportation –No report.

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO) Citizen’s Advisory –No report.

Treasurer’s Report – No report.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1. Campaign: Chair Lacuesta encouraged all candidates running for office to run a clean campaign and to not 
resort to smear tactics.

2. Next Meeting: Scheduled for Thursday, September 13, 2012 at the Ewa Beach Public Library, 91-950 
North Road, at 7:00 p.m.

3. Broadcast: Regular Board meetings are broadcasted every 1st Tuesday at 9:00 p.m. on Olelo Digital 
Channel 49 and 2nd and 4th Friday of each month at 12:00 noon on Olelo Channel 54

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.

Submitted by: Kazuaki McArthur, Neighborhood Assistant

Reviewed by: Nola Frank, Neighborhood Commission Office staff; Celeste Lacuesta, Chair


