
EWA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 23

  c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
                            TEL: (808) 768-3710  FAX: (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www1.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2012
EWA BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY

CALL TO ORDER: Chair John Gollner called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. with a quorum of six (6)
members present. Note this 11-member Board requires six (6) members to establish a quorum and take official 
Board action. Second Vice Chair De Jesus read the rules of speaking. 

Members Present: Ariel De Jesus, John Gollner, Ernest ‘Joe’ Hartsell (arrived at 7:20 p.m.), Steve Knauer, 
Celeste Lacuesta, Dee Dee Oshiro and Kevin Rathbun.

Members Absent: Kurt Fevella, Coby Lynn, Frankie McCurley and Saipeti Tagovailoa-Amosa.

Vacancies: None. 

Guests: Millie Chambrella, Tony Arneho, Allison Andrade (Kiewit), Shalani Palencia (Waianae Community 
Outreach), Tim Tucker, Ray Coredeiro, Captain Robert Abbley (Honolulu Fire Department), Doug and Marilyn 
Correa, Executive Director Kaleve Iosefa (Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts/Mayor’s Representative), Mary 
Oyama, Lisa Enanoria (Haseko), Matt LoPresti, John Gibo, Deputy Director Leila Kagawa (Department of Human 
Resources/Governor’s Representative), Representative Kymberly Pine, L. Gary Bautista, Keoni Fox and Maria 
Kolar (Alii Wireless), Patti Harlor (Ewa Emergency Preparedness Committee), Glenn Oamilda, Councilmember 
Tom Berg and Evelyn Souza (Councilmember Berg’s Office), Roger Lacuesta, Franklin Souza, Senator Will 
Espero, Alicia Maluafiti, Mike Wooten and students of James Campbell High School (video recorders), 
Commissioner Jeanette Nekota (Neighborhood Commission) and Leland S.M. Ribac (Neighborhood Commission 
Office staff).

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS: At the pleasure of the Chair, Board members introduced themselves.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Robert Abbley reported; 

 Fire Statistics for April 2012: Included 1 structure, 5 rubbish and 1 vehicle fires, 87 medical emergencies, 
3 search and rescues and 15 miscellaneous emergencies. 

 Fire Safety Tip: In 2012 a total of 1,331,500 fires were reported in the United States. Fire hydrants are the 
main source of water supply for fire apparatuses responding to fires. Obstructions shall not be placed 
near fire hydrants that would prevent them from being immediately visible and accessible.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: New Fire Station Update: It was questioned and clarified that no 
new information has been made available regarding the proposed new fire station. Members may call the HFD 
Administrative Services at 723-7119 for more information. 

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Chair Gollner noted HPD officers were tasked out to an emergency prior to 
the start of the meeting. Monthly crime statistics were provided to Board and community members. 

Ewa Weed & Seed Unit: Weed & Seed Officer Art Takamiya provided a report highlighting;

 Weeding in Community: Officers have conducted underage drinking sweeps twice a month and issued 
citations to adults and arrested juveniles. Narcotics officers are actively involved in investigations in the 
Weed and Seed Site. Officers conducted a truancy sweep in the area of the James Campbell High 
School complex and arrested 36 students in two hours. Officers were assigned to assist in the Keeau 
Beach Park Clean-up Project to Waikomo Beach Park from April 23-27, 2012.
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 Seeding in Community: Officers assisted with a Weed and Seed booth at Ilima Intermediate School for 
Curriculum Day on May 2, 2012. Officers assisted with the Kapolei High School Traffic Safety Sign 
Waving campaign on May 3, 2012.

 Upcoming Events: Community members were invited to attend an Ohana Food Distribution and Bingo 
Night at the Hale Pono Ewa Beach Boys and Girls Club on Friday, May 25, 2012.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Weed and Seed Area: It was clarified that Keeau Beach Park on the Waianae Coast is not covered by the 
Weed and Seed Area. Only Ewa and Ewa Beach are covered by Weed and Seed. 

2. Food Distribution Hours: It was clarified that the May 25, 2012 Ohana Food Distribution at Hale Pono will 
begin at 3:00 p.m. beginning with seniors. It was noted that Bingo Night, scheduled on the same evening, 
will begin at 6:00 p.m.

3. Federal/State Program: A community member questioned if the Weed and Seed Program continues to be 
a Federal Program or a State funded program. It was noted the program remains under the Department 
of Justice; however, has received funds from the state. 

4. Student Truancy: Concerns were raised regarding truancy statistics, noting that 36 students in two-hours 
seem low. A community member noted there are groups of students at Ewa Beach Community Park prior 
to the start of school. It was suggested HPD coordinate with campus security to better address truancy. 

5. Campus Security: A community member noted that students, who reach North Road Community Park, 
are safe from officers and campus security. It was noted that campus security do not have jurisdiction at 
North Road Community Park; however, officers may be called to address truancy island-wide. 

Board member Joe Hartsell arrived at 7:20 p.m.; a quorum of seven (7) members present. 

Ewa Beach Community Based Development Organization: No report or representative available.

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH): No report or representative available.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Mayor’s Representative: Executive Director Kaleve Iosefa reported;

 Auwaha Street Parking: The Department of Transportation Serviced (DTS) clarified that the concern was 
that there are very few legal on-street parking spaces due to driveways along Auwaha Street. To provide 
more parking, DTS would have to allow parking within the four-foot allowance in contradiction of the 
Traffic Code Ordinance. Therefore, DTS is not able to provide more legal parking on Auwaha Street.

 Federal Transit Administration (FTA): In regards to concerns regarding the Honolulu rail project beginning 
construction without FTA approval; the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit (HART) has responded noting 
that the FTA has given an approval to begin construction on February 6, 2012.

 Repaving Schedule: According to the City Department of Design and Construction (DDC), a contract is
awaiting award to resurface the following streets; Pohakupuna Road from Papipi Road to Fort Weaver 
Road; Ewa Beach Road from Fort Weaver road to Fort Weaver Road; North Road from Fort Weaver 
Road to Haiamu Street. The contractor is expected to begin work in mid to late summer 2012. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Fort Weaver Road Work: Concerns were raised regarding the road repairs along Fort Weaver Road; 
noting several complaints have been filed against the contractor, Grace Pacific; Iosefa to follow-up.
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2. Golf Course Irrigation System: A community member questioned the feasibility of the City looking into the 
irrigation system at West Loch Fairways Golf Course. A Board member noted she had responded to the 
community member’s inquiry via email. 

3. Ocean Pointe Bus Service: A community member suggested TheBus Route 44 with service to Ocean 
Pointe be looked at and better utilized for residents in that area. 

4. Auwaha Street Parking: A community member raised concerns regarding the parking on Auwaha Street, 
noting that the City’s Traffic Code Ordinance is never enforced. Parked vehicles stick out of driveways, 
blocking sidewalks forcing pedestrians to walk on the road.

5. Haseko Unilateral Agreement: A community member raised concerns regarding the Unilateral Decree 
made with Haseko, noting that $1.5 million was to be given to the Ewa Beach community trust fund when 
the Hoakalei County Club Golf Course opened; however, no monies have been provided and the golf 
course has been open for three years now.

6. E Country Express Route: Concerns were raised regarding the proposed realignment of the E Country 
Bus, which is to terminate in Honolulu at Bishop and Hotel streets. Chair Gollner noted he had taken the 
bus route to observe the number of riders, and cited numerous riders from Ewa and Ewa Beach that 
require the route continue to Ala Moana and Waikiki. It was suggested the route remain the way it is. 

Councilmember Tom Berg: Councilmember Berg highlighted;

 Capital Improvement Projects: Council members Tulsi Gabbard and Ann Kobayashi were thanked for 
their assistance along with Councilmember Berg in acquiring several capital improvement projects in the 
district including road repairs for Pohakupuna Road. 

 Proposed Ewa Marina: Concerns were raised with the subsequent removal of the proposed Ewa Marina 
on Haseko property. Berg noted that he is not satisfied with responses from Haseko, and encourages
Haseko work with the City Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) on the issue. 

 Oneula Beach Park:  Community members were informed that their request for a proper comfort station at 
the beach park, also known as Hau Bush Beach Park, should be fulfilled by the end of 2013.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Removal of White Recycling Bins: A community member raised concerns with the proposed removal of 
white recycling bins at public schools. It was noted residents in town homes pay taxes however, do not 
have the blue recycling bins, and depend on the white bins for disposal. 

2. Waimanalo Gulch/Proposed Energy Czar: Concerns were raised regarding the proposed extension of the 
Waimanalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill. Councilmember Berg noted that with the passage of Council Bill 14, 
CD 2, his suggestion of an Energy Czar that will look at means of recycling may come to fruition.

3. Haseko Unilateral Agreement: Concerns were reiterated regarding the Haseko Unilateral Agreement and 
the $1.5 million that was to be given to the Ewa Beach community. Councilmember Berg suggested the 
issue be taken up by the Board. Chair Gollner clarified the community member did not request the item.

4. Rail in Litigation: Several concerns were raised regarding the Honolulu Rail Project including financing 
and the selection of steel-on-steel. Comments were made noting that if litigation measures are successful 
against the rail, the project has no alternative plan.

5. Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO): It was clarified that the measure to label GMO foods was drafted 
by Councilmember Gabbard. The State Legislature has also supported the move to label GMO foods. 
Berg noted that he is confident in a floor draft that will be proposed to Council.

6. Roadway Repairs/Projects: Concerns were raised with several roadways in the district including Papipi 
Road. A Board member noted that data is being collected to better back-up the Board’s repair requests. 
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7. Papipi Road Crosswalks Needed: Several concerns were raised with the lack of crosswalks on Papipi 
Road, noting that pedestrians are forced to jay-walk across the street. It was also noted that one side of 
Papipi Road is not paved and pedestrians are forced to walk in dirt and mud.

8. Parking on Hailipo Street: A community member raised concerns with the lack of parking on Hailipo Street 
noting that residents continue to be ticketed for parking along the street; Berg noted the concern. 

9. Wastewater Mitigation: Concerns were raised with the lack of wastewater mitigation at the Honouliuli 
Wastewater Facility, noting it’s essentialness to everyday life. The Councilmember commented on the 
issue noting that residents will be forced to choose between fixing the sewer system or the rail project; 
however, a community member clarified those funds for wastewater treatment cannot be used for rail. 

10. Haseko Ewa Marina: Community members raised concerns with the overall lack of discussion over the 
proposed Ewa Marina. Councilmember Berg suggested a possible Town Hall meeting to discuss all sides 
of the issue. Community members noted they would support such a Town Hall meeting. 

Governor’s Representative: Deputy Director Leila Kagawa reported;

 Emergency Proclamations: At the request of the Governor, President Obama issued a Hawaii Disaster 
Deceleration that allows for federal funding to be available for emergency work ad repair replacement of 
public facilities damaged in March by heavy rain, high winds and flooding. 

 Legislative Update: Governor Abercrombie has begun reviewing bills that have made it through the 2012 
Legislative Session, and has until early July to sign bills passed by the Legislature. Senate Bill (SB) 755, 
relating to economic development, did not pass. 

 School Bus Transportation: The State Department of Education (DOE) has received multiple contract bids 
in regards to school bus transportation. The DOE does not have jurisdiction over the amount of bids that 
are received; however, are reviewing all bids carefully.

 Freeway Lighting: The State Department of Transportation (DOT) has placed the H-1 and H-2 Freeway 
Lighting project as top priority. The project is expected to be completed by summer 2012.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Fort Weaver Road Repaving: A Board member requested the roadwork start-time be pushed back to a 
late time, noting that the 7:00 a.m. start-time causes a major backlog of traffic. A community member 
raised concerns noting the area being repaved did not require maintenance and suggested other 
roadways that require immediate repair be focused on. 

2. Haseko State Water Use Permit: A community member questioned what will be done to address 
concerns regarding the State Water Use Permit that was acquired to dig into the aquifer; however, 
Haseko has decided not to build a marina. It was questioned if there were any conditions in the permit. 

3. Appreciate Repaving: A community member thanked DOT for repaving Fort Weaver Road, noting that it is 
rare roadways are repaired or repaved in the district. A comment noted roadways are repaved elsewhere 
more frequently than the Ewa district. 

4. Dangerous Crosswalks: Concerns were raised regarding the crosswalks at Fort Weaver Road fronting 
Ilima Intermediate School and at the Fort Weaver Road and Kaimalie Street. It was noted the crosswalks 
cross the entire length of Fort Weaver Road and are unlit during the nights. It was noted the issue will be 
taken up in the Transportation Committee. 

Senator Will Espero: Senator Espero provided his report highlighting;

 Legislative Wrap-up: The 2012 Legislative Session ended on May 3, 2012. Many projects for West Oahu 
were funded addressing health care, transportation, education and schools. A list of school projects were 
highlighted in the Senator’s report. A list, also provided, highlighted all Grant in Aid (GIA) recipients.
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 Saber Hall Opened: It was announced that the James Campbell High School Saber Hall was dedicated 
on Wednesday, May 2, 2012. The project cost approximately $6.5 million and is now open to the public. 

 Tourism in the State: The Senator has been working with the State Office of Aerospace Development on 
space-related initiatives. This year the legislature funded the construction of a Pacific International Space 
Center for Explorations Systems (PICES) facility on the Big Island. 

 Board Member Concerns: Included in the Senator’s report was a copy of several concerns that have been 
e-mailed to the Senator’s Office via Board member De Jesus. Issues included the Fort Weaver Road 
crosswalk and lighting concerns and were accompanied with responses.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Mahalo for Follow-up: A Board member thanked the Senator for his follow-up report regarding the list of 
bills that had passed this legislative session. Concerns were raised with one piece of legislation regarding 
halfway homes, noting that residents should not just be kicked out; Espero to follow-up. 

2. Roadside Memorials: Board member Lacuesta disclosed that she is an employee of Councilmember 
Berg’s Office and requested the Senator’s assistance in subsequent legislation that will address roadside 
memorials on state owned roadways; Espero to follow-up. 

3. Hawaii Medical Center (HMC): Concerns were raised with the acquisition of the HMC West property. It 
was explained that the Legislature did aide St. Francis with an $80 million special purpose revenue bond; 
however, a majority of the funds are being used on the HMC East property. As the bankruptcy process 
has completed, the community will see movement from the HMC West property within the next year. 

4. Verona Village: A community member raised concerns with the continued lack of attention on Verona 
Village. The community member noted that the Makana Alii Shopping Center is slated to be built in 
Kapolei directly abutting Verona Village, yet the village remains in shambles. 

5. Makana Alii Shopping Center: Concerns were raised with the Makana Alii Shopping Center; however, a 
community member noted that the project is currently under scrutiny by the State Land Use Commission. 

6. Senate Bills (SB): A Board member raised concerns regarding several Senate Bills including SB755, 
SB2927, SB3010 and SB2247. Senator Espero noted that both SB755 and SB2927 did not pass. The 
Senator will follow-up on SB3010 noting that measure may have been a House Bill. It was also noted that 
SB2247 relating to relating to public safety, does not have any safety measures in the bill. 

7. Test Shoreline Devices: A community member opposed Hawaii becoming a test center for shoreline 
devices, noting that the community does not want divers off the waters. Espero explained that according 
to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Hawaii was selected as one of six prime locations to 
perform these tests as the state is completely surrounded by water. 

8. Farfetched Comments: A community member raised issue with many of the topics raised by Senator 
Espero noting that the ideas are farfetched. Community and Board members were reminded to keep 
order and decorum when recognized by the Chair. 

Representative Rida Cabanilla: No report or representative available.

Representative Kymberly Pine: Representative Pine provided her report highlighting;

 Opening of a Hospital: Upon discussions with Queens Medical Center and Hawaii Pacific Health (HPH), 
the Representative strongly supports the idea of opening a hospital in the HMC West location by the end 
of 2012. Residents are encouraged to utilize surrounding urgent care facilities until then.

 Cyber Crime Laws Pass: Three pieces of legislation were passed on both House and Senate chambers 
to address crimes against texting, sexting and cyber bullying. Highlights of each measure were included 
in the Representative’s monthly report. 
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 List of Legislation: As previously requested by the Board, a list of legislation that passed this past session 
was included in the Representative’s monthly report; copies were made available to residents. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Authored and Co-Signed Bills: A Board member thanked the Representative for the list of bills that were 
passed; however noted that many of the bills on the list were not authored by Pine herself. The Board 
member noted she requested Bills that were authored, not co-signed by the Representative.

2. Attendance Records: A Board member questioned the Representative’s legislative attendance record for 
the 2006 legislative session. Pine noted the question is a political attack and should not be tolerated. 

Due to lack of order and decorum a recess was called at 9:00 p.m. During the recess Board members were asked 
to keep questions impersonal and subjective. The meeting reconvened at 9:13 p.m.

3. Cyber Crime Protection: A community member thanked the Representative for her initiatives in cyber 
crime protection. It was clarified that penalties now include possible jail time for all types of cyber bullying 
including cyber bullying in the work place. 

4. Elderly Abuse Protection: It was questioned and clarified that the Representative is still very involved in 
elderly abuse protection. Solutions have advanced in recent years, community members are asked to call 
911 when observing or reporting elderly abuse. 

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS: Several community concerns were reported at this time;

Agenda Item Requests: A community member suggested the Board members take a more active role in engaging 
in discussion items such as the Oahu Development Plan, Ewa Development Plan, Ewa Villages Development 
Plan and issues such as Haseko and City parks.

Meeting Locations: It was suggested the Ewa Neighborhood Board regular, or committee meetings be moved to 
accommodate residents in Ewa. Location suggestions included Ewa Mahiko Park or an elementary school.

Special Usage Permit: Allison Andrade of Kiewit introduced herself noting that Kiewit will be requesting a Special 
Usage Permit to allow a temporary lay-down yard. Andrade will be presenting at next month’s regular meeting. 

BOARD BUSINESS:

City Department of Transportation Services (DTS) Update on Ewa Area Transportation Projects and Repairs: No 
report or representative available. It was noted DTS Director Wayne Yoshioka was scheduled to attend tonight’s 
meeting; however, may have been tied up at a previous meeting.  

Presentation on Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) Food Labeling: Alicia Maluafiti Executive Director of the 
Hawaii Crop Improvement Association reported; 

 Benefits of GMO: Information regarding the benefits of GMO was provided, noting that Hawaii would not 
have a papaya industry today if it were not for the transgenic papaya. Crops world wide are now more 
drought and insect repellent allowing isolated locations to grow their own crops. 

 Labeling Rise of Cost: It was noted that approximately 20% of foods nationwide do not contain GMO 
properties; Maluafiti explained that it would cost less to label the foods not containing GMO rather than 
label 80% of foods that do contain GMO. It was noted that labeling 80% of foods will raise the cost of 
foods for citizens, which will hamper families already struggling during these tough economic times.

 Alternatives to Labeling: Residents with food allergies are provided the alternative to purchase groceries 
at locations like Whole Foods or Down to Earth, where foods are already labeled. 

 State Resolution: Maluafiti clarified that the resolution passed by the State Legislature, mentioned by 
Councilmember Berg, was passed by the State due to the removal of the statement ‘State of Hawaii’.
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Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Attacks on Papaya Farmers: Concerns were raised regarding the destruction of several papaya crops on 
both Oahu and the Big Island. It was noted that many believe the attacks were done by extreme anti-
GMO activists, and that the attacks were on local family farmers, who suffered a major loss. 

2. Support for Labeling: A community member, noting they are in favor of labeling opposed calling anti-GMO 
supporters ‘extreme activists’. The community member is opposed to GMO foods, noting that harmful 
chemicals are used and may be transmitted in the foods. It was noted a substance called ‘Agent Orange’ 
is being used; Maluafiti noted that ‘Agent Orange’ is illegal and should not be used. 

3. Federal Drug Administration (FDA): Comments were provided noting that the FDA has deemed foods that 
contain GMO safe for consumption. Several community members cited studies that prove the harmful 
traits in GMO foods. A comment noted that the FDA is biased and that many of their personnel have 
worked at major food companies and Monsanto.  

4. Use of Pesticides: Concerns were raised regarding chemicals that are sprayed over GMO crops to deter 
insects, noting that although the FDA may have deemed GMO safe, the chemical pesticides are not. 

5. Point of Order: Board member Rathbun called a point of order, noting that all questions and or comments 
should be directed to the Chairperson. Chair Gollner agreed and requested all questions and comments 
be directed at him. Comments are to be subjective and impersonal. 

Due to lack of order and decorum a recess was called at 9:35 p.m. During which time Board members Hartsell, 
Knauer and Rathbun retired from the meeting. The meeting was called back to order at 9:40 p.m. without a 
quorum; 4 members present.

6. Closing Statements: Maluafiti provided final comments noting that residents already have the option to 
purchase non-GMO foods that are already labeled. Labeling will raised the cost of foods, which in turn will 
burden community members that are already financially strapped. 

7. Monumental Movement: A community member provided final comments noting that the United State of 
America has cut many of the agricultural inspector positions nationwide. The community member noted 
that labeling should be required for all foods.

8. Right to Know: Councilmember Berg provided comments, noting that the issue is not if GMO is safe or 
not, but more of a civil rights issue. Berg noted that all residents should have the right to know what is in 
their foods. Berg encouraged the Board to take action on the labeling of GMO tonight. 

Alii Wireless Telecommunications Facility in Ewa Beach: Keoni Fox and Maria Kolar of Alii Wireless explained 
that the existing monopole located at 91-1451 Fort Weaver Road in Coral Creek, does not support AT&T’s 4G 
network. The cell phone company has decided to swap out monopole to accommodate 4G networks. Several 
renderings of the proposed and existing monopole were provided. It was noted the proposed monopole will be 
designed to resemble a palm tree and is shorter than the existing pole. 

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

1. Community Benefits Package: Several community members questioned the possibility of a community 
benefits package for having the antenna in the district. Chair Gollner noted that the application only 
required Alii Wireless to present the project; however, Fox noted he would pass on the request to AT&T. 

2. Specific Site Location: It was clarified that the site for the pole is located between Kolowaka Street and 
Geiger Road. It was noted an existing pole, owned and operated by another entity is located within the
district and is similar to Alii Wireless’ proposal. 

3. Consultant/Client: It was questioned and clarified that Fox and Kolar are from Alii Wireless, a consultant 
firm and is presenting the project on behalf of their clients AT&T.

Ewa Emergency Preparedness Committee Resolution in Support: No report or representative available.
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APPROVAL OF MARCH 8, 2012 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: In the interest of time the item was deferred. 

COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS: In the interest of time no committee or other reports were heard. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Several announcements were made at this time;

 Next Regular Meeting: Scheduled for Thursday, June 14, 2012 at the Ewa Beach Public Library, located 
at 91-950 North Road, at 7:00 p.m. Community members were encouraged to attend. 

 Tentative Committee Meetings: An Education Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 
June 21, 2012, time and location to be announced. A Transportation Committee meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 7, 2012 at Asing Park. 

 Candidates Forum: A community member welcomed residents to a candidate’s forum hosted by the Ewa 
Beach Community Association, tentatively scheduled for Thursday, May 31, 2012 at the Ewa Beach 
Public Library from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The forum will hear candidates for City Council District 1. 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:58 p.m. 

Submitted By: Leland S.M. Ribac, Neighborhood Assistant

Reviewed By: Aisha Wang, Neighborhood Assistant 

Reviewed and Finalized By: John Gollner, Chair


