
EWA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 23

     c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2009
EWA BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Fevella called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m., a quorum was not present with four (4) 
members. Note: This 11 member Board requires six (6) members for a quorum and to take official Board action.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom Berg, Kurt Fevella, Steve Knauer, Celeste Lacuesta (8:20 p.m.), Coby Lynn, 
Mitchell Tynanes (7:11 P.M.).

MEMBERS ABSENT: Vincent Browne, Mary Chanel – Benjamin, and Roger Lacuesta.

GUESTS: Ann Lee (Haseko), Dirk Campbell, Gary Omori, Pat Lillis, Leilani Padua, Maria Ty, Gale Braceros 
(Weed & Seed), Keoni Mattos (Board of Water Supply, Annabel Gottlieb (Hawaii Read Center), Ross Tanimoto 
(Office of Mayor Mufi Hannemann/Second Deputy Director, City Department of Environmental Services), 
Tommy Johnson (Office of Governor Linda Lingle/Deputy Director, State Department of Public Safety), Tracy 
Omori (Office of Councilmember Todd Apo), Lt. J. Bruchal (Honolulu Police Department, District 8 – Kapolei, 
Sgt. E. Namoca (Honolulu Police Department, Ewa Weed & Seed), Captain Dwayne Lee (Honolulu Fire 
Department – Ewa Beach), Senator Will Espero, Paulina Espero, Andrew Purdy, Glenn Oamilda, Oscar 
Ramiscal and the Campbell High School Media, Nola J. Frank (Neighborhood Commission Office).

VACANT BOARD SEATS: There are two (2) vacant At-Large seats. Chair Fevella explained that the 
Neighborhood Plan Section 2-14-104 has been amended and that the Board will be able to fill vacancies at the 
October meeting.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) –Lt. J. Bruchal distributed the August 2009 crime statistics report and 
highlighted the following:

 Crime Statistic Increases/Decreases – There were increases in burglaries and thefts; and decreases in 
property damage and auto thefts.

 Community Police Team Message of the Month – Reporting of drug activity from community members is 
crucial for HPD to win the war on drugs. To report suspicious drug activity in the neighborhood: 1) Call 
911; 2) go to www.honolulupd.org, click on community; 3) Contact the Community Policing Team for 
District 8 (Officers Antone Pacheco, Halani Barboza, or Michael Kahikina).

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

1. Accident Near Ilima Intermediate School Crosswalk –District 8 is monitoring the assigned solo bikes to 
the area to make sure that drivers adhere to the 25 miles per hour speed limit. In one day, over 100 
citations were issued for speeding and other miscellaneous violations. Individual school would have to 
contact HPD’s Traffic Division to work with the school and establish crossing monitors.

2. Traffic Signal at Kapolei Parkway and Keoneula Boulevard – The issue if this intersection warrants a 
traffic signal was referred to the Boards Transportation Committee.

3. Keoneula Elementary School Intersection Gridlock and Speeding – For the safety of the students, HPD 
was asked to monitor the area during the morning hours and report back to the Board.

4. Kunia Overpass – Speeding was reported before the Kunia overpass.

7:11 p.m. Mitchell arrived (5 members present - quorum).
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Ewa Weed & Seed Unit – Sgt. Namoca circulated the arrest statistics and was available for questions.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Weed & Seed Signage –The issue of putting Weed & Seed signage on the Kamehameha highway will 
be revisited because signs are not allowed on state roads.

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Capt. Dwayne Lee reported the following:

 August 2009 Statistics – 2 structures, 4 rubbish, and 1 vehicle fires; 95 emergency and 25 
miscellaneous calls.

 Fire Safety Tip:

o Fire Prevention Week (FPW) has its roots in the Great Chicago Fire on October 10, 1871. On the 
40th anniversary of that fire, the Fire Marshals Association of North America decided the 
anniversary should be observed nationally to inform the public about the importance of fire 
prevention. Since 1992, FPW has been observed the week of October 9.

o The National Fire Protection Association has selected “Stay Fire Smart! Don’t Get Burned” as the 
theme for FPW on October 4-10, 2009. This year’s campaign will focus on burn awareness and 
prevention, and keeping homes safe from the leading causes of home fires. Testing a child’s bath 
water prior to placing them in the tub or wearing an outfit with short or close-fitting  sleeves when 
cooking are simple actions that may prevent serious burns,

o The Honolulu Fire Department encourages every family to take the necessary steps to ensure that 
your home is safe from fire hazards and that your family is prepared to escape when alerted by the 
smoke alarm. Practice your family escape plan and designate a safe meeting place outside of the 
home.

o In October, children attending elementary schools statewide will receive a Fire Fighter’s Safety 
Guide (FFSG) from their teachers. Parents are encouraged to review the FFSG with their child, 
create or revisit the family fire escape plan, practice the plan, test smoke alarms, and consider other 
safety tips in the guide.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s Representative –Ross Tanimoto reported the following:

 Ewa Development Plan Town Meeting Request – The City Department of Planning and Permitting 
(DPP) will respond directly to the Board in a letter to address concerns.

 Pohakupuna Road Repaving – The City Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) will have an update
for the Board in October.

 Kapolei Parkway/Halima Street Round – about Request – The City Department of Transportation 
Services (DTS) assumes the intersection of concern is Kapolei Parkway/Hailipo/Street/Papipi Road, and 
will conduct an investigation and will report their findings by the November meeting.

 Fort Weaver Road Drainage – Fort Weaver Road is under State’s jurisdiction, and the concerns were 
forwarded to the State.

Questions, comments and concerns:

1. East West Connector Road – Follow up will be done if the City could finish the East West connector 
road through the State Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) and DR Horton property to Fort 
Weaver Road.

2. Status of Verona Village –The Verona Village property is owned by the City, and there are plans to 
replace cesspools and septic tanks. 

3. Kapolei Parkway/Kolowaka Street Two-Way Stop – Follow up will be done regarding newly installed 
barriers which are a safety issue.

4. Roadwork Information – A request was made asking that the Board and community be informed of 
roadwork prior to the start of the work.
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Board of Water Supply (BWS) –Keoni Mattos reported the following:

 Water Main Breaks – There were no water main breaks in the month of August.
 Water emergency Preparedness – Have an emergency kit ready with at least one gallon of water per 

person per day for at least five to seven days is one of the crucial water emergency tips listed in the 
circulated handout. It is important to stay tuned to media reports because bulletins BWs will issue water 
information bulletins and appropriate action to be taken through the media.

 More Preparedness information – Can be found at www.boardofwatersupply.com. Pacific hurricane 
season continues until the end of November. 

 Water Saving Tips – 1) Saved lawn cuttings helps the soil to retain moisture. 2) Dinner leftovers can be 
used to start a compost pile that will soil retain moisture and nutrients as well as help save water and 
fertilizer.

 Xeriscaping Information – For more information about xeriscaping or water conservation visit 
www.boardofwatersupply.com or call 748-5041.

 Media Advisory for Ewa Beach Residents – BWS asks all Ewa and Ewa Beach residents who live makai 
of Renton Road to please conserve water overnight on Friday, September 18, 2009. Crews need to 
close several large transmission mains that feed the majority of water into the Ewa area to make a water 
service connection. The work will begin at 9:00 p.m., and is expected to take about nine hours to 
complete. Water will be provided to affected residents through a smaller 12 – inch main and water 
pressure will be lower than normal. Residents are asked to use water sparingly and for priority needs 
only during this time. This means using water for cooking, drinking and personal hygiene.

Questions comments and concerns followed:

1. Ewa Beach Water Harder  Silica – Heavy Water Compared to Other Island Locations –One hundred 
percent of Oahu’s water is groundwater, meaning BWS extracts water from underground aquifers or 
pockets of water within the mountains(mostly on the Windward side). Based on the geology of our 
island, water resources become more highly mineralized as one goes from mauka to makai and from 
Windward to Leeward. Ewa’s highly mineralized water is due to its location on the island.

2. White Residue left on Car’s Surfaces – Ewa is the hottest, driest place on the island and has highly 
mineralized sources. Therefore, water evaporates quickly and leaves its dissolved mineral residue 
behind. These minerals are naturally – occurring and the water is perfectly safe to drink. BWS test each 
source throughout the year and ensures that the water meets all federal and state health specification, 
which includes the EPA’s secondary standards that address aesthetic/nuisance parameters such as 
this. A Water Quality Report is sent to consumers yearly and lists home water sources and
contaminants found in the water. To view the home quality report visit 
www.bws.honolulu.gov/ccr_search.asp; or contact the BWS Chemical Laboratory professionals at 748-
5840.

Councilmember Todd Apo –Tracy Omori circulated the written report, the Ewa Legislative Summary and noted:

 Ewa Legislative Summary – The summary list circulated is for the past two years.
 Secondary Sewage Treatment –A follow up will be done.

Questions, comments and concerns:

1. Ocean Pointe Regional Park – The regional park near Keoneula Elementary School is still in the 
planning stages.

2. Secondary Sewage Treatment – Tanimoto reported that in 1995 the City submitted a reapplication, 
which was denied in March 2007. An appeal was then made to the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Board of Appeals, and is still under deliberation.

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS: None.

APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 13, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES –Lynn moved and seconded by 
Tynanes adopting the regular meeting minutes of August 13, 2009 as corrected, 5-0-0 (AYE: Berg, 
Fevella, Knauer, C. Lacuesta, Lynn, Tynanes), with the following correction: 
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 Page 3, Board of Water Supply item 6 should read, “… Aquifers –A comment was made that since the 
BWS is looking at using desalinated ocean water for drinking, our aquifers must be depleting…”

Treasurer’s Report –Treasurer Knauer reported the following:

 August 2009 – Operating Account expenditures were $51.33 leaving the balance at $1,404.50; the 
Publicity Account is $2,500. Chair Fevella read a letter received from Joan Manke, Executive Secretary 
for the Neighborhood Commission Office, that effective immediately Neighborhood Boards Refreshment 
Account has been eliminated.

Committees:

 Executive:

o All Committees Meeting – It was suggested to have an all committees meeting at 5:30 p.m. prior 
to the October Board meeting. Knauer agreed that an all committees’ meeting could coincide 
with his Marine Environment meeting and suggested 5 p.m.  Lynn suggested deferring the 
committee meeting.

o Consumer Affairs Committee – Knauer reported that the Consumer Affairs Committee would 
meet as needed with open discussion relating to the national health plan.

o Joint Committees Meeting –Without objection, an all committees meeting will held on 
October 8, 2009 in conjunction with the Consumer Affairs Committee meeting prior to the 
regular Board meeting at 5:30 p.m. (AYE: Berg, Fevella Knauer, C. Lacuesta, Lynn, 
Tynanes).

 Parks and Recreation – Tynanes circulated a resolution to be discussed at the all committees meeting.
Berg noted that there is no permanent football field in Ewa Beach. It was suggested that the committee 
meet with the City Department of Parks and Recreation, Haseko, and Gentry regarding area parks, and 
revisit the Hau Bush area plan; to also include the Ocean Pointe Park.

 Legislative & Capital Improvement Program – Berg reported that items to be discussed at the all 
committees meeting include the library issue, east/west connector road, airports (noise from airplanes), 
and the three-lane restriping at Fort Weaver and Kunia Roads.

 Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO) Citizens’ Advisory Committee – Lynn submitted a 
written report.

There were no other committee reports.

Board of Education (BOE) –No representative was present.

Recess 7:58 p.m. to 8:01 p.m.

Governor Linda Lingle’s Representative –Tommy Johnson reported the following: 

 University of Hawaii (U.H.) – The University of Hawaii is not a branch of Executive Government.
 Department of Education (DOE) – The Department of Education is an autonomous agency.
 Governor Lingle’s Off-Island Trips –Information regarding the Governor’s off-island trips is all open 

records and can be found on the state’s website.
 Stimulus Fund – In June 2009, the state and DOE submitted applications.
 Furloughs – Proposed for Cabinet members and the Executive Branch are two (2) furlough days a 

month, 13.1% pay cut for the first and 13.8% pay cut for the second year.
 Land Use Commission –Per the 2008 Legislative Session, it was decided that certain departments be 

consolidated for more efficiency.
 Revenues – It was reported today that there was a $36.1 million loss of revenues in August 2009 and a 

five percent decline in general revenues. Immediate steps are being taken to address the issue such as 
revisiting, programs, positions and funding.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

State Reimbursing the County Police Departments – Regarding the possibility of the State reimbursing the 
County Police Departments when they have to respond to a State building 9such as a school/other State 
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property), at this time no such agreement was ever in place, but that as first responders, both Police 
Departments and the Sheriffs Division do not expect to be reimbursed for responding to emergencies. As law 
enforcement officers, they are all sworn to protect and serve the public where on County or State property.

Senator Will Espero – Senator Espero circulated his written report and highlighted:

 Dog Park – A possible location for a dog park will be the Ewa Mahiko District Park.
 Sunset on the Plains – The Sunset on the Plains event this past weekend was a success.
 Project Updates Included In The Report: 1) Fort Weaver Road; 2) North South Road – H-1 to Farrington 

Highway will open this month with Farrington Highway open by February 2010, having six new lanes for 
the Ewa Beach community. 3) Ewa Makai Middle School; 4) UH West Oahu Campus; 5) New Judiciary 
complex; 6) Disney – groundbreaking and construction for the Disney resort at Ko Olina has begun, with 
an opening set for 2011; and 7) Kroc Center – It will be located on the North – South Road near Ewa 
Villages; 8) New Judiciary Complex.

 Legislator in Residence – Senator Espero has been selected as the Legislator – in – Residence at the 
University of Hawaii.

 Hale O Ulu – Hale O Ulu is a private, secondary alternative school for at-risk youth on Fort Weaver 
Road operated by Child and Family Services.

 Community Meeting –On Saturday, September 26, 2009, at Keoneula Elementary School (91-970 
Kaileolea Drive) from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.

Lacuesta arrived at 8:20 p.m.; 6 members present.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. East West Connector Road – Regarding being the chair for the Oahu Metropolitan Planning 
Organization and making the East West connector road a priority, the Senator does not think that the 
city/state would take over the project. There should be a relief in traffic once the North South Road is 
completed. He prefers a connection from Ocean Pointe exiting west.

2. North South Road One Mile Extension –There are no immediate plans for the North South Road one 
mile extension, continuing southbound into Ewa Beach (six lanes makai of Roosevelt Road).

3. Hoopili Project – It was clarified that the project is currently on hold. A comment was made that all 
elected officials inform the community of what is going on. Senator Espero said that on April 8, 2007 
there was a scoping advance by the Land Use Commission (LUC) held on Kauai to determine if venue 
should transpire with Hoopili.The LUC had an internal affair meeting to advance the Draft Environmental 
Assessment (DEIS); the final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was out on April 8, 2008. Oamilda 
noted that Hoopili has 45 days to respond to the LUC. 

.
Representative Rida Cabanilla –No representative was present.

Representative Kymberly Pine –The written report was provided. A comment was made that Representatives 
Cabanilla and Pine are not in attendance at Board meeting.

Other Reports:

Rezoning of Legislators Boundaries –It was explained that redistricting occurs every ten years after the census 
are taken. With counts from the census, it is possible that a statewide redistricting may happen during the 2012 
elections.

Kroc Center –A brochure was circulated with information relating to the upcoming Kroc Center.

Ewa Beach 50th Anniversary – It was announced that DR Horton donated a $15,000 check for the celebration of 
the anniversary event.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

 Community Based Development Organization (CBDO) Meeting – The meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
September 14, 2009, at the Boys and Girls Club, at 6:15 p.m.
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 Committee Meeting – Consumer Affairs/All Committees meeting, Thursday, October 8, 2009 at the Ewa 
Beach Public Library from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (prior to the regular Board meeting).

 Next Meeting – The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 8, 2009, at the Ewa Beach Public 
Library at 7:00 p.m.

 Broadcast –̀Olelo Channel 54, Sundays at 9:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.

Submitted by:
Nola Frank, Neighborhood Assistant           

Reviewed by: 
Kurt Fevella, Chair


