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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2009
EWA BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY

CALL TO ORDER –Pro tem Tom Berg called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m., with a quorum of 8 members 
present. Note: This 11 member Board requires six (6) members for a quorum and to take official Board action.

Members Present –Tom Berg, Vincent Browne, Mary Chanel-Benjamin, Kurt Fevella, Steve Knauer, Celeste 
Lacuesta, Roger Lacuesta (arrived at 7:15 p.m., left at 9:30 p.m., Coby Lynn, Mitchell Tynanes.

Members Absent –None.

Guests – John Gollner (Representative Kymberly Pine’s Office), Annabel Gottlieb (Hawaii Medical Center 
West), Deb Luning (Gentry Homes), Tracy Omori (Councilmember Todd Apo’s Office), Tanya Tehotu, Polu Toa, 
Sharon Moega (Waianae Coast Outreach); Senator Will Espero, Paulino Espero, Councilmember Todd Apo,
Representative Kymberly Pine, Maria Kyi, Lisa Enanoria (Haseko), Lt. J. Bruchal (Honolulu Police Department, 
District 8 – Kapolei), Sgt. E. Namoca (Honolulu Police Department, Ewa Weed & Seed), Captain D. Lee 
(Honolulu Fire Department, Ewa Beach), Breene Harimoto (Board of Education), Jerry Goff (Head Librarian, 
Ewa Beach Public Library), Dean Uchida (Hoopili Project), Dick Beamer, Glenn Oamilda, Oscar Ramiscal and 
the Campbell High School Media, Nola J. Frank (Neighborhood Commission Office).

BOARD ORGANIZATION:

Election of Chair –Knauer nominated Kurt Fevella; C. Lacuesta nominated Tom Berg. Kurt Fevella was 
Elected Chair, 6-2-0 (Fevella: Browne, Chanel-Benjamin, Fevella, Knauer, Lynn, Tynanes; Berg:  Berg and C. 
Lacuesta).

Election of Vice Chair –C. Lacuesta nominated Tom Berg; Fevella nominated Mitchell Tynanes. Berg
received three (3) votes (Berg, Knauer, C. Lacuesta); Tynanes received four (4) votes (Browne, Fevella, 
Lynn, Tynanes); Chanel-Benjamin abstained. Tom Berg withdrew his nomination, which caused Mitchell
Tynanes to be ELECTED Vice Chair by UNANIMOUS CONSENT (8-0-0) (AYE: Berg, Browne, Chanel-
Benjamin, Fevella, C. Lacuesta, Lynn, Tynanes).

Election of Secretary –Knauer nominated Celeste Lacuesta; Lynn nominated Mary Chanel-Benjamin. C. 
Lacuesta was ELECTED Secretary, 6-2-0 (C. Lacuesta – Berg, Browne, Chanel-Benjamin, Knauer, C. 
Lacuesta, Tynanes; Chanel-Benjamin – Fevella, Lynn).

Election of Treasurer: Lynn nominated Lynn; C. Lacuesta nominated Knauer. Lynn withdrew his 
nomination. Knauer was ELECTED Treasurer, 7-0-1 (AYE: Berg, Browne, Chanel-Benjamin, Fevella, 
Knauer, C. Lacuesta, Lynn, Tynanes, ABSTAIN - Chanel-Benjamin,

7:15 p.m. R. Lacuesta arrived, nine (9) members present.

Selection of Meeting Time, Date, Place and Recesses: Berg moved
 and Tynanes seconded, that the Board keep the same date, time, meeting place, and take no recesses
during the year. The motion was ADOPTED, 8-0-1 (AYE: Berg, Browne, Chanel-Benjamin, Fevella, Knauer, 
C. Lacuesta, R. Lacuesta, Tynanes; ABSTAIN: Lynn).

Approval of Video Telecasting for 2010 –Lynn moved and Tynanes seconded approving the video 
telecasting by Oscar Ramiscal and the Campbell High School Media at $250.00 per Board meeting, 
which was ADOPTED, 7-0-2.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department – Captain D. Lee left on an emergency call at this time; the report was heard later.
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Honolulu Police Department (HPD) –Lieutenant. J. Bruchal reported the following:

 June 2009 Statistics –The statistics included 2 sexual assaults, 5 robberies (up), 17 burglaries (up), 16 
UEMV (unauthorized entry into motor vehicle – up), 5 auto thefts (down), 28 thefts (down), 18 property 
damage, 67 motor vehicle collisions (down); there were 1827 total calls. Adult arrests were 385 and 
juvenile arrests were 111, and there was a total of 6,487 district service calls.

 Reporting Drug Activity – Drug activity in Hawaii is a problem of major concern to all citizens. Drugs not 
only affect individual users and their families, but entire communities. If drug dealing is suspected in a
neighborhood, call or email any of the following organizations:

 Honolulu Police Department Narcotics/Vice Division at 529-3101 (City)
 Attorney Generals Office, Drug Nuisance Abatement Unit at 586-1328 (State).
 Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) at 541-1930 (Federal).

Questions, comment and concerns followed: 

Parking in Cul-de-sac’s/Dead end Streets – The law prohibits parking in cul-de-sacs and dead end streets.
Citations are issued for illegal parking. HPD did speak with residents of Apoke Street and make checks of 
that area for illegally parked cars.

Ewa Weed & Seed –Sgt. E. Namoca circulated the statistics and was available for questions.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s Representative –Ross Tanimoto reported the following:

 Hanakahi Street Bus Stop –The request for the Hanakahi Street bus stop passenger counts are still 
under review and will be reported at a future meeting.

 Fallen Nuts from Trees on Papipi Road –The issue of responsibility for fallen nuts from City trees onto 
sidewalks is still under review and will be reported at next month’s meeting.

 Ewa Development Plan (EDP) – A Public Review Draft of the EDP was completed and circulated for 
review and comment, and a public workshop was held in October 2008 (attended by board members 
Berg and Belford and former Board member Oamilda). At the request of the Ewa Neighborhood Board 
and others, the original deadline for comments on the Public Review Draft was extended from 
November 15, 2008 to January 31, 2009 and then again to March 15, 2009. The City Department of 
Planning and Permitting (DPP) recently reported to the City Council that the final plan will be completed 
this summer, with a public hearing at the State Planning Commission this fall. A presentation by the City 
DPP will be made to the Board soon after the final plan is made available. Sufficient time will be given to 
review the plan, view the report, and prepare testimony for the Planning Commission.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Pohakupuna Road Repaving – Follow up will be done.

2. Fort Weaver Road Drainage – Follow up will be done.

3. Round-A-Bout Request –Due to safety concerns a round-a-bout was requested for the intersection of 
Hailima Street (off of Papipi Road) and Kapolei Parkway.

4. Ewa Development Plan (EDP) – A town meeting was requested to discuss the delay with Bob Stanfield 
from DPP.

Tynanes moved, C. Lacuesta seconded to requesting a Town Meeting regarding the Ewa Development 
Plan (EDP) with Bob Stanfield from the City Department of Planning and Permitting. 

Discussion on the motion ensued: 1) Although the deadline was extended until January 2009, the Board failed 
to give testimony. However, it is not necessary to bring up past issues to move forward. 2) An inquiry was made
inquiring if input from the community is included in the EDP.  A resident refuted this statement, stating that the 
Board’s irresponsibility to stymied the process. It was noted that blaming does not get anywhere, and that the 
City should come to Ewa Beach to hold a meeting outside of the Board’s meeting at Mahiko Park. Knauer 
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offered to meet with Chair Fevella regarding a date, place, and, time on the next agenda. Without objection, 
the motion was WITHDRAWN.

Questions, comments and concerns resumed:

5. Kolowaka Drive/Kapolei Parkway 4-Way-Stop – Safety concerns were expressed regarding the four –
way stop being replaced with a two-way stop at this intersection.

6. Ordi Pond in Kalaeloa –It was reported that dirt being removed from Lot 24 is mudding this historic 
pond (due to movement of the dirt) located adjacent to this lot. The community would like this historic 
pond preserved. It was also reported that Lot 24 is occupied by Save Our Race Track (SORT). The dirt 
is being relocated to the private landfill in Nanakuli (PVT) and is being removed without the proper 
permits.

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) –Captain D. Lee reported the following:

 Statistics for June 2009 –Statistics included 5 wildland (foliage), 6 rubbish (4 dumpsters and 1 recycling 
bin at the Boys & Girls Club), and 1 vehicle, 77 medical, and 19 miscellaneous calls.

 Fire Safety Tip – With island keiki on summer break, this is an opportune time to review your home 
surroundings for potentially dangerous situations. Take the time to childproof the home. Check for 
situations that may cause electrical shock, accidental falls, and/or poisoning from unsecured 
medications, cleaning products, and/or houseplants. Ensure swimming pools are properly fenced and 
gated. An alarm on the door from the house to the pool can help prevent unattended keiki from 
drowning. Keep matches and lighters in a safe, secured place away from children.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) – Keoni Mattos reported:

 Water Main Breaks – There were no water main breaks in the month of June.
 2009 Xeriscape Garden Open House and Unthirsty Plant Sale –The 21st Annual Halawa Xeriscape 

Garden Open House and Unthirsty Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, August 1, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. The event includes family-friendly and FREE keiki activities and games aimed at teaching 
our youth about water conservation, sustainability and being eco-friendly. Activities includes educational
workshops conducted by garden experts, narrated tours of the garden, a free mulch giveaway, and the 
unthirsty plant sale. All attendees may enter for a chance to win an Extreme Xeriscape Garden 
makeover, valued at more than $20,000. For more information, visit www.boardofwatersupply.com.

 Water Conservation Tips: A) Water lawns two to three times a week. B) Don’t water lawns between 9:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Questions, comments and concerns followed: 1) Follow up will be done regarding the water quality in Ewa 
Beach. 2) Follow up will be done about water usage by schools, parks golf courses, etc.

Councilmember Todd Apo –Councilmember Todd Apo report the following:

 Neighborhood Board Meetings – He or a staff member will be attending all neighborhood board 
meetings.

 Waimanalo Landfill – The City is seeking to increase the landfill size (200 acres) for the next 15 years. 
Councilmember Apo supports the closure of the landfill and turning waste into energy.

 Rail –A rail transit symposium was held last month. The City goal is to start groundbreaking this year.
 Round-A-Bouts – The City has moved away from round-a-bouts. A resolution proposed last year asks 

what the City is willing to do and what does the community need to do. He is waiting for a report on this 
matter.

 Ewa Development Plan (EDP) – The EDP draft is still with the DPP. He understands the community’s 
frustration and continues to ask DPP for a commitment.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Leeward Bike Path – Lynn relayed that he attended last week’s Oahu Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (OMPO) Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting and the Leeward bike path was a 
priority with the new chair. It was mentioned that the OMPO CAC favored delaying this project since 
1999
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2. Landfill Closure – There is no alternate site if the landfill closes. The City needs to get daily trash turned 
into energy. The closure date is November 2009, which makes no sense since Oahu should be doing 
recycling.

3. Accomplishment List –An accomplishment list has been provided to Board member Knauer, but if a 
more detailed one is needed that will also be provided.

4. PVT Sites (Private Landfills) – The community has expressed concern relative to construction waste. 
One solution would be to turn that waste in energy. However, these are privately owned landfills and 
permits are issued by the State Department of Health.

5. Traffic Calming Devices –Regarding requests for traffic calming devices for Kapolei Parkway and 
Papipi Road and Kolowaka Drive, according to the City Department of Transportation Services (DTS), a 
stoplight on Kapolei parkway is yet to be warranted.

6. Hoopili Project – The Hoopili Project is going through the State Land Use Commission (LUC) process, a 
question arose if there are alternate plans if the zone change request fails. The Hoopili rail stop is to 
service the University of Hawaii (UH). West Oahu campus. The current phase approved focus is with 
the Transit Oriented Development (TOD).

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS:

Neighborhood Board 2009 Elections – A resident stated that not enough information regarding the 
Neighborhood Board 2009 elections were provided to the community. He noted that he received no information 
through the mail (residents in uncontested areas received no mailings).

APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 18, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The regular meeting minutes of June 
18, 2009 were APPROVED as written by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 9- 0- 0; (AYE: Berg, Browne, Chanel-
Benjamin, Fevella, Knauer, C. Lacuesta, , R. Lacuesta, Lynn, Tynanes).

BOARD BUSINESS:

Kapolei Parkway Intersection with Kolowaka Drive Reconfiguration from a Four-way Stop to a Two-way Stop: It 
was noted in Representative Kymberly Pine’s written report that House Bill 1794 (HB 1794)would allow the City 
and private developers to install traffic mitigation measures wanted by the community without having to wait for 
safety enhancements to be warranted. If the bill had passed the intersection at Kapolei Parkway with Kolowaka 
Drive could remain a four-way stop or receive a traffic signal if requested by the community. This bill will be 
reintroduced next session. Senator Will Espero mentioned that HB 1794 could not be included in a motion 
because it was not an agenda and would be violating the Sunshine Law.

Berg moved, and C. Lacuesta seconded to informing the Director of the City Department of 
Transportation Services and Mayor Hannemann that the recent two-way stop sign configuration erected 
at the intersection of Kolowaka Drive and Kapolei Parkway should be returned back to a full four-way 
stop configuration immediately which was ADOPTED, 8-0-1 (AYE: Berg, Browne, Chanel-Benjamin, 
Fevella, Knauer, C. Lacuesta, R. Lacuesta, Tynanes; ABSTAIN: Lynn).

Ewa Beach Public Library’s Possible Effects of State Budget Cuts –Head Librarian, Jerry Goff gave the 
following report: Per a Board of Education meeting this afternoon, due to budget cuts State Librarian Richard 
Burns recommended the closure of five libraries, four on the neighbor islands and the Ewa Beach Public Library. 
It was noted that critical factors include staff vacancies, low circulation/usage, geographical proximity to 
neighboring libraries, repair and maintenance costs, rising operational costs, etc. BOE will make the decision on 
which libraries are to be closed.

Breen Harimoto, a representative from the State Board of Education (BOE) announced that a BOE meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, July 16, 2009, 7:00 pm, at the State Department of Education (DOE) headquarters 
building at the corner of Vineyard Boulevard and Punchbowl Street.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:
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Comments: A) Regarding a former Board member’s offer to teach FREE computer classes in the library’s 
meeting room, that person was going to use the internet in the room with no library control. B) The closing of the 
Ewa Beach Public Library was brought up several months ago and keeping the library open necessary to the 
community. C) There is no other library access in the area, and the community would have to travel to other 
communities to use their libraries. Apparently, its mainly the poor children that are being affected. Everyone was 
encouraged to contact family members, friends, neighbors and elected officials and encourage them to call the 
BOE with their input. D) A comment was made that the building may be turned over to Campbell High School. 
E) Breene Harimoto relayed that this recommendation is a result of the State’s budget deficit, and that at a BOE 
meeting this afternoon State Librarian Richard Burns recommended the closure of five libraries, four on the 
neighbor islands and the Ewa Beach Public Library. Critical factors include staff vacancies, low 
circulation/usage, geographical proximity to neighboring libraries, repair and maintenance costs, rising 
operational costs, etc. BOE will make the decision on which libraries are to be closed.

Concerns Raised: A) Questions were raised about targeting closures in country areas. B)  Eight libraries in 
urban Honolulu are in close proximity to each other. C) Three libraries are connected to schools D) An alternate 
solution was to reduce all library hours. E) The community must strategize together and testify at the BOE 
meeting scheduled for Thursday, July 16, 2009, 7:00 pm, at the DOE headquarters building at the corner of 
Vineyard Boulevard and Punchbowl Street.

Berg moved and Tynanes seconded that the Ewa Neighborhood Board No. 23 support the five library 
closures to be in urban Honolulu and to keep the Ewa Public Library and the recommended neighbor 
island libraries open.

Discussion followed: A) It was suggested that libraries in close proximity of each other be consolidated. B) 
Taking into account that the Ewa District has five or six elementary schools, one intermediate school, one high 
school and a new middle school to be built, it was asked how this library chosen. C) It was stated that it is 
appalling that any library should be closed, especially given the fact that the Ewa Beach Library is connected to 
a high school. D) Concerned calls should be directed to Richard Burns, State Head Librarian. E) It was not sure 
if the idea of closing five urban Honolulu libraries would be accepted by the State Head Librarian or the BOE. F) 
Town libraries are in within walking distance of many residents and are larger with more staff. The primary 
concern is to defend the Ewa Public Library. G) Senator Espero mentioned that to his understanding Campbell 
High School will still have their library, although not open to the public. He suggested cutting day hours and that 
furlough be implemented. He added that Ewa Beach is the fastest growing community in the State. H) Non-profit 
volunteers operate the Friends of Makiki Library and this could be an alternative to the closure. I) 
Recommendations in the form of a letter to the BOE was suggested with the following –no closures of libraries..
J) Everyone was encouraged to attend the BOE meeting on July 16, 2009 and present testimony.

The motion was amended without objection to read: that a letter be sent to the BOE that the Ewa 
Neighborhood Board No. 23 support the five library closures to be in urban Honolulu and to keep the 
Ewa Public Library and the recommended neighbor island libraries open which was ADOPTED
UNAIMOUSLY, 9-0-0 (Berg, Browne, Chanel-Benjamin, Fevella, Knauer, C. Lacuesta, R. Lacuesta, Lynn, 
Tynanes)

Without objection, the agenda was taken out of order to hear items under VII. d, Elected Officials.

Elected Officials:

Senator Will Espero – Senator Espero circulated his written report and highlighted:

 State Department of Transportation (DOT) Concrete Barriers –A response has not been received from 
the State Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHH) regarding the concrete barriers on Lot 24. A 
response from DOT, Brennon Morioka regarding the barriers is included with his written report.

 Honolulu Rail Transit Project –Information included with the written report.

 Neighborhood Stabilization Program – Information included with the written report.
 Washington Meetings –As Chair of the Senate Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs, he

attended meetings in Washington last month.
 Homeland Security Conference –He attended a homeland security conference in San Diego to discuss 

statewide interoperability emergency communications.
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Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

1. Concrete Barriers –It was inquired when did DOT give DHHL the barriers and if DOT Director Morioka 
was notified. A call to the Airport Division of DOT, mentioned that the DOT Director was not notified. It 
was suggested to contact the Governor Linda Lingle or the Attorney General for more facts relating to 
the barriers.

2. Leeward Bikeway –As Chair of the OMPO Policy Committee, it was requested of Senator Espero that 
the Leeward Bikeway be made a priority.

3. Farrington Highway and the North-South Road –OMPO projects are federally funded. If projects are 
State or City funded they could be built tomorrow. OMPO is a process with limited federal funds to 
prioritize projects Island – wide. Delays were implemented to transfer money for the Middle Street 
project. A resident commented that there are already problems and the project has yet to start.

R. Lacuesta left the meeting at 9:30 p.m.; eight (8) members present.

Representative Kymberly Pine – Rep. Pine distributed her written report and highlighted:

 2009 Legislation Session –This past legislation session has been tough with a $2 billion budget deficit.
 Freeway Service Patrol Pilot Project (FSP) – Covering 36 miles along the H-1 and Moanalua Freeways, 

the new number for the free Freeway Service Patrol is 841-HELP (841-4357) freeing up the 911 number 
for other types of emergencies. This number is available Monday though Friday, from 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
except holidays.

 Proposed Third-Lane Over the Farrington Highway Overpass –Pending final approval from DOT 
Director Morioka, the stretch of road from the Farrington Highway Overpass to the H-1 Freeway is to be 
restriped, a third lane will be added.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1. Housing Moratorium – Rep. Pine said that she is personally against a housing moratorium because 
many of Ewa Beach residents work either in construction or hotels. She noted to responsibly build, 
meaning that coordination between businesses, community, city and state working together.

2. House Bill 1794 (would grant the city and developers the ability to install traffic mitigation measures 
wanted by the community without having to wait for safety enhancements to be warranted) –Concern 
was expressed that this bill is not specific to the Kapolei Parkway/Kolowaka Drive intersection; and if 
this bill passes traffic mitigation measures will be put in without the proper permits. One solution 
mentioned was traffic litigation.

REPORTS: All reports were deferred until the next meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

 The next meeting will be held on Thursday, August 13, 2009, at the Ewa Beach Public Library (91-950 
North Road), at 7:00 p.m.

 Broadcast of this meeting will be on `Olelo Channel 54, Sundays at 9:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Submitted by Nola Frank, Neighborhood Assistant           

Reviewed by: Kurt Fevella, Chair


