
WAIPAHU NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 22

c/o NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET, ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
PHONE: (808) 768-3710  FAX: (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: www.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board System – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2015
FILIPINO COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Rito Saniatan called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. A quorum was established with
14 members present. Note: This 19-member Board requires 10 members to establish a quorum and to take
official Board action.

Board Members Present: Maureen Andrade, Marty Burke, Cory Chun, Lorraine Duhaylonsod, Connie Herolaga,
Kent Jiang, Darryl Macha, Rodney Nakashima, Richard Oshiro, Rito Saniatan, Krystal Shon, Blaine Tsugawa,
Ruffalyne Villanueva, and Chuck Wheatley.

Board Members Absent: Sy Cullen, Rachele Lamosao, Peter Lee, and George Yakowenko.

Guests: Councilmember Brandon Elefante and Dion Mesta, Pat Lee (Honolulu Rail Project), Ed Manglallan
(Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative), Puhi Chee (Governor David Ige’s Representative), Edward Dumlao
(Board of Water Supply), Wilson Atud (Honolulu Police Department), Rock Riggs (Senator Mike Gabbard’s
Office), Senator Clarence Nishihara, Ritabelle Fernandes (University of Hawaii), Donna Klapakis (599th
Transportation Unit), Samuel Bagay (Waikele Estates), Joyce Tsugawa, and Amanda Ehe (Neighborhood
Commission Office).

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS AND GUESTS: Those present introduced themselves.

FIRST RESPONDERS’ REPORTS

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): No representative was present; no report was provided.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Officer Wilson Atud reported the following:
 Crime Statistics: There were 24 motor vehicle thefts, 17 burglaries, 70 thefts, 100 unauthorized entrance

into a motor vehicle (UEMV), and 6,745 total calls for service.
 Safety Tip: Do not leave valuables in your car and if you must, do not leave them in sight.

Weed and Seed Officer: No representative was present; no report was provided.

Military Services: Captain Chris Enyart reported the following:
 Pearl Harbor: On Monday, December 7, 2015 there will be a Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration

Ceremony at Fort DeRussy in Waikiki beginning at 3:00 p.m. For more information call, 655-6354.
 Leilehua Concert Series: The native Hawaiian concert series continues at Leilehua Golf course on Friday,

November 27, 2015 and Friday, December 18, 2015. Music begins at 6:00 p.m. and the free series is
open to the public.

 Helicopter Hotline: Report Army helicopter noise to the helicopter hotline at 656-3487. To speak to
someone from public affairs, call 656-3155.

RESIDENTS’ AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS: Drones: Burke asked if there are any regulations relating to
drones flying in residential areas.

Hearing no objections, Chair Saniatan moved to agenda item 9. PRESENTATIONS – Hospice and Palliative
Medicine, Dr. Ritabelle Fernandes.

PRESENTATIONS

Hospice and Palliative Medicine: Dr. Ritabelle Fernandes presented the following:
 Palliative Care: Palliative care is advanced care for advanced conditions, similar to hospice care.
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 Insurance Coverage: Hospice care is covered by all insurances and palliative care has limited insurance
coverage. Only University Health Alliance (UHA) and Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) provide
insurance coverage for palliative medicine.

Granquist arrived at 7:22 p.m; 15 members were present.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:
1. Insurance: Wheatley inquired and Dr. Fernandes responded many other insurance companies are

interested in palliative care. Tsugawa questioned and Dr. Fernandes answered that UHA coverage began
in 2011 and HMSA began its pilot project in 2013.

2. Barriers: Shon asked and Dr. Fernandes answered that the lack of referrals for palliative care is a big
problem. There is a need for more outreach and any recommendations would be appreciated.

3. Contact Information: Herolaga asked and Dr. Fernandes provided her cellular phone number for anyone
needing to reach her, 729-4375.

The agenda returned to order.

CITY REPORTS

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative: Ed Manglallan circulated the November 2015 City News and reported the
following:

 City Lights: The Honolulu City Lights will be held on Saturday, December 5, 2015. The Kapolei City Lights
will be held on Saturday, December 12, 2015.

 Stop Bar: The missing “STOP” wording on the pavement adjacent to the Stop Bar will be restored when
the permanent pavement markings are restored.

 Street Signage: The missing street signs at Aiki Street and Kupuna Loop are being fabricated and will be
installed by the end of November 2015.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:
1. United Visayan Community (UVC) Hall: Herolaga noted that the UVC Hall trash is beginning to smell and

needs to be cleaned again.
2. Recycling: Herolaga shared the details of a City recycling truck that improperly placed a bin, resulting in

an elderly resident cleaning up the area.
3. Dengue Fever: Tsugawa asked what the City is doing about Dengue fever.

Governor David Ige’s Representative: Puhi Chee reported the following: Freeway Improvements: Improvements
on the H1 between the Pearl City on ramp and the Waipahu off ramp are being finalized and the paving work will
begin soon.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Homeless and Refugees: Wheatley wants the State of Hawaii to
identify the homeless who have fled other states and are running from the law. Wheatley wants Governor Ige to
focus on protecting the people of Hawaii before allowing in Syrian refugees.

Councilmember Ron Menor: Councilmember Ron Menor circulated a newsletter and reported the following:
 Waipahu High School: Councilmember Menor attended Waipahu High School’s National Student Safety

Program (NSSP) Says NO MORE event on Friday, October 30, 2015. The event was to raise awareness
about domestic violence, sexual assault, suicide prevention, and traffic safety.

 Pedestrian Safety: The Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) will install “School” plaques on Waikele
Road between Farrington Highway and Waipahu Street to increase pedestrian safety.

 Weed and Seed: The Mayor’s office has agreed to release $150,000 from the 2016 fiscal year budget to
fund Weed and Seed Hawaii.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Weed and Seed: Herolaga asked and Councilmember Menor
answered that the $150,000 for Weed and Seed will cover primarily administrative costs, such as staffing and
materials.

Councilmember Brandon Elefante: Councilmember Elefante circulated a newsletter and reported the following:
 United States Jaycees: Councilmember Elefante honored the 100th Anniversary of the United States

Jaycees on Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at the Honolulu City Council Meeting. Councilmember
Elefante noted that he and Chair Saniatan were both Jaycees.
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 Contact: Councilmember Elefante reminded the community to call his office at 768-5008 if there are any
concerns.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Fireworks: Granquist thanked Councilmember Elefante for his stance on fireworks.
2. August Ahrens Elementary School: Shon asked about the August Ahrens Elementary safety measures

timeline of the project.
3. Rail: Tsugawa inquired about the funding for the rail project. Councilmember Elefante said the Council is

considering Bill 23. Councilmember Menor noted that there has been an extended amount of dialogue on
the topic and he would like some definitive action on the matter by January 2016.

Board of Water Supply (BWS): Edward Dumlao reported the following:
 Update: There was one (1) main break on Friday, October 16th, 2015 at 4:35 a.m.
 Monthly Tip: Use water wisely and conserve water whenever possible.

Honolulu High Capacity Transit Project: Pat Lee reported the following:
 Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) Business Alliance Program: HART has in place a

Business Outreach Program designed to keep businesses informed and updated on construction
activities, and to provide business-oriented outreach to assist those who are affected by the work.

 Shop and Dine on the Line: Mention the Shop and Dine on the Line program, or print out the online
brochure, to receive discounts on dining, shopping and services. For more details visit
www.shopanddineontheline.com.

 Holiday Construction Schedule: No additional traffic lane closures from Wednesday, November 25, 2015
5:00 a.m. to Saturday, November 29, 2015, 12:00 a.m. This schedule is subject to change. Refer to the
project website for traffic updates, meeting notices and more information: www.honolulutransit.org, call
the project hotline 566-2299 or email a question at info@honolulutransit.org.

 Earthquakes: The guideway will be designed to meet seismic forces per American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) LRFD Bridge Design and Hawaii Department of
Transportation (HDOT) code requirements. The design specifications were developed to prevent loss of
life and serious injuries to the extent possible and economically feasible.

 Columns: The columns near Tanioka’s are designed by Kiewit and the City approves the design.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
 Waipahu Street: Herolaga commented that Waipahu Street has heavy traffic due to the construction on

Farrington Highway.
 Businesses near Rail: Andrade noted that businesses are losing money by discounting items. Lee

responded there are no provisions in the law that allow compensation for businesses.

Patsy T. Mink Central Oahu Regional Park (CORP)/Waipio Soccer Complex: Burke reported the following:
Advisory Committee Meeting: The Patsy T. Mink CORP Advisory Committee meets every second Monday of the
second month at 7:00 p.m. The next meeting will be on Monday, December 14, 2015 at the Old School Café.

Waipahu Community Foundation (WCF): Burke reported the following: Grant Applications: Applications are
available at www.boh.com or through the Waipahu High School administration office. The next deadline to submit
applications is Friday, December 4, 2015.

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO), Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC): Granquist reported
that the Department of Transportation Services (DTS) has many plans for the Leeward side that will be posted on
the OahuMPO website.

Reports of Board Members’ Attendance at Other Meetings: There was none to report.

Other Reports: Taste of Waipahu: Andrade reported the Taste of Waipahu event at August Ahrens School was a
success and the school wants to host the event again in 2016.

BOARD BUSINESS

Approval of October 22, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes: The October 22, 2015 regular meeting minutes were
APPROVED as amended by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 15-0-0 (AYE: Andrade, Burke, Chun, Duhaylonsod,
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Granquist, Herolaga, Jiang, Nakashima, Oshiro, Saniatan, Shon, Tsugawa, Villanueva, and Wheatley; NAY:
none; ABSTAIN: none). Amendment is as follows: Page 1: “Questions, comments, and concerns that followed:”
subheading, “1. Four-way Cross:” should read, “Shon stated that traffic in the morning by Waipahu High School
has gotten worse due to traffic building up to make a left turn.”

Treasurer’s Report: Chun read the November 2015 treasurer’s report and noted expenditures in October 2015 of
$4.03 for printing and $17.46 for postage, leaving a balance of $237.37. The report was filed.

Chair’s Report: There were none to report.

NEW BUSINESS

Homeless Coordinator: Chair Saniatan announced that the State’s Homeless Coordinator, Scott Morishige, will be
attending the Waipahu Neighborhood Board No. 22 meeting in January 2016.

ELECTED OFFICIALS

Senator Clarence Nishihara: Senator Nishihara referred to the newsletter he circulated regarding the Aloha+
Challenge Legislation & Policy Retreat, Pearl Harbor Historic Trail Workshop, the Taste of Waipahu, and
Veteran’s Day Ceremonies. Senator Nishihara additionally noted that the Waikele community accepts association
dues that help to maintain the area and Waipahu relies on the City and County for beautification.

Senator Mike Gabbard: Rock Riggs circulated a newsletter and reported the following:
 Bill Introduction: Riggs announced that the 2016 Legislative Session is approaching and Senator

Gabbard is interested in ideas for bill introduction. Contact his office at 586-6830 with any ideas.
 Education Town Hall Meeting: Senators Espero, Gabbard, and Nishihara are hosting a West Oahu

Education Town Hall will be held on Tuesday, December 1, 2015, at the UH-West Oahu Multi-Purpose
Room from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Senator Michelle Kidani: Park Kaleiwahea circulated a newsletter and reported the following: Committee on
Education meeting: Senator Kidani attended an informational briefing for the purpose of receiving updates and
information relating to the overview of the Department of Education in preparation for the 2016 Legislative
Session. Senator Kidani was not satisfied with the teacher travel ruling by the Ethics Commission and will work on
related legislation in the 2016 Legislative Session.

Representative Ty Cullen: No representative was present; a report was provided.

Representative Ryan Yamane: No representative was present; no report was provided.

Representative Henry Aquino: No representative was present; a report was provided.

Representative Roy Takumi: No representative was present; no report was provided.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next Regular Meeting: The next regular meeting of the Waipahu Neighborhood Board No.
22 is scheduled for Thursday, January 28, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at the Filipino Community Center.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Submitted by: Amanda Ehe, Neighborhood Assistant I
Reviewed by: Rise Doi, Neighborhood Assistant II
Finalized by: Rito Saniatan, Chair


