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        Oahu’s Neighborhood System – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2012
FILIPINO COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORER: Chair Rito Saniatan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Quorum was established with 18 
members present. Note – This 19 members Board requires 10 members to establish quorum and to take official 
Board action.

Board Members Present –Edmund Alfonso, Maureen Andrade, Marty Burke, Cory Chun, Sy Cullen, Daniel De 
Gracia, Lorraine Duhaylonsod, Connie Herolaga, Braunsen Kalaikai, Peter Lee, Darryl Macha, David O’Neal, 
Richard Oshiro, Ilalo Parayno, Rito Saniatan, Blaine Tsugawa, Chuck Wheatley, and George Yakowenko.

Board Members Absent – Vai Sua.

Guests – Karen Scharfenstein (Councilmember Breene Harimoto’s Office staff), Councilmember Breene 
Harimoto, Captain Brian K. Barney (Honolulu Fire Department), Sergeant Kent Miyazaki (Honolulu Police 
Department), Pat Lee (Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project), Donna Klapakis, Felicia Durant (Kiewit), 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Senator Will Espero, Representative Ty Cullen, Maureen Tamashiro 
(Councilmember Nestor Garcia’s office staff), Bruce Barrett (Castle and Cooke), Keith Kurahashi and Laura 
Kodama (Koa Ridge Development Project), and Kazuaki McArthur (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS: Those present introduced themselves.

FIRST RESPONDER REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) –Captain Brian Barney reported the following;

 August 2012 Statistics: Included 23 total fires, and 141 emergency incidents.

 Fire Safety Tip: Fire Prevention Week (FPW) was established to commemorate the Great Chicago Fire 
that occurred on October 8, 1871. The International Fire Marshals Association observes the anniversary 
nationally to remind the public about importance of fire prevention. Since 1922, FPW has been observed 
on the Sunday through Saturday period in which October 9 falls. The National Fire Protection Association 
selected “Have 2 Ways Out” as the theme for FPW 2012. In October, children attending elementary 
schools statewide will be receiving a fire fighter’s safety guide from their teachers. Parents are 
encouraged to review the guide with their child, create and practice fire escape plans, test fire alarms, 
and consider the other safety tips.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Fireworks Amnesty Program: A Board member asked if community members would still be allowed to turn 
unused fireworks into HFD without incurring a penalty. Barney noted the inquiry for follow up at the next 
meeting.

2. Pupuole Park: A Board member reported that the Pupuole Park brush fires may have been set by 
homeless individuals. It was asked if an investigation could be conducted. Barney noted that HFD would 
need an eye-witness to document the occurrence before culprits can be charged.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) –Sergeant Kent Miyazaki reported that the Waipahu area accounted for 
2,822 out of 6,663 calls for service in District 3.
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Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Video Monitoring Cameras: A Board member asked the status of video monitoring cameras that were 
supposed to be placed in Waipahu. Matsuzaki reported that there were talks about using covert cameras 
in the area; however, an update was never made since.

2. Neighborhood Walk: HPD was thanked for participating in neighborhood walks with the community.

Weed and Seed – A representative was not present, a report was not provided.

CITY REPORTS:

Mayor’s Report –A representative was not present, a report was not provided.

Governor’s Representative – A representative was not present, a report was not provided.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) – A representative was not present, a report was not provided.

Councilmember Nestor Garcia –Maureen Tamashiro circulated a report and made herself available for questions.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

Thank You: A Board member expressed gratitude on behalf of the Village Park Community Association for all 
of Councilmember Garcia’s contributions while in office.

Councilmember Breene Harimoto – Councilmember Harimoto circulated a newsletter and reported the following;

 Bill 12-54: Bill 54 creates an additional dedicated source of funding for the operations of TheBus by 
utilizing the revenues from parking meters. If approved, the effective date is July 1, 2013. The bill passed
second reading on September 12, 2 012.

 Honolulu Affordable Housing Preservation Initiative (HAHPI): Resolution 12-228 and Resolution 12-229 
authorizes the purchase and sale agreement for the acquisition of leases of 12 City-owned affordable 
housing projects by Honolulu Affordable Housing Partners (HAHP) and authorizes the lease of City 
property to HAHP as part of HAHPI. If approved, the HAHPI will divest the City of its affordable housing 
projects to HAHP for $142 million. The City will retain ownership of the land while HAHP will own, 
operate, and maintain the projects as affordable units. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Resolution 12-263: It was asked and clarified that Resolution 12-263 came about due to a concern of 
Neighborhood Commissioners holding dual positions on both the Neighborhood Commission and 
Neighborhood Boards. Some Council members suggested commission members be limited to one (1) per 
council district.

2. Bill 54: It was asked and clarified that TheBus already has a dedicated source of funding; however, Bill 54 
would allow for an additional source of funding due to the shortfall in budget.

3. Road Repairs: A Board member reported that Waipio Uka Boulevard and Kauka Boulevard is in need of 
repair and suggested they be upgraded to industrial standards due to the high volume of heavy utility 
vehicles that traverse the roadways. Harimoto reported he has been in discussion with the City 
Department of Transportation Services (DTS) and the City Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) 
regarding the issue and noted that the work order for the repairs will be sent out to bid by the end of 2012.

4. Sam’ Club Traffic: A Board member raised concern of the traffic congestion on Kamehameha Highway, 
near Sam’ Club. Harimoto noted that when the State had originally allowed for the construction, the Pearl 
City Neighborhood Board was told there was not much that could be done.

5. Archeological Inventory Study (AIS): It was asked if anything is being done to expedite the AIS process. 
Harimoto deferred the question to Pat Lee. Lee reported that the City is doing everything it can to 
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expedite the AIS process. It was explained that the City can always hire more people to gather data; 
however, it takes a while for the data to be processed. 

Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project (HHCTCP) –Pat Lee reported the following;

 AIS: On August 24, 2012 in the case of Kaleikini versus the City and County of Honolulu and the State of 
Hawaii, the State Supreme Court ruled in part that the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) did not 
follow their own administrative rules in allowing the rail project to proceed without a completed AIS.  The 
State and the City followed the SHPD’s long‐standing interpretation of its rules to allow the subsurface 
AIS work to proceed by sections. The lower court agreed with that interpretation; however, the Supreme 
Court disagreed with this interpretation and past practice. They ruled that the Honolulu Authority for Rapid 
Transit (HART) should complete the AIS work for the entire project. The AIS is required by both Federal 
and State law under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and Sec. 106 – cultural resources. 
Work has already been completed in construction sections 1 and 2 and the AIS work in sections 3 and 4 
will continue. The Supreme Court ruled that the City and State gave full consideration to cultural and 
historic values and that the court upheld the rail project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under 
State law. The HART board has directed HART to fully comply with the Supreme Court ruling and take 
the necessary steps to complete the AIS, including design and engineering. 

 Delay: The temporary delay in construction will add more cost, however the project has contingency 
funds to cover these costs. Unfortunately, it also means potential layoffs for hundreds of construction and 
other workers if the delay is a protracted one. HART remains fully committed to completing the project as 
defined in the City Charter. 

 Commute Time: Traffic projections estimate that congestion will worsen in the next 20 years due to 
growth and development particularly in Kapolei and Central Oahu. A 66 minute drive from Waipahu to 
Downtown could be reduced to 27 minutes on the train. Catching a shuttle bus to the Waipahu Transit 
Station may add 10 minutes to travel time, but would still result in a shorter commute time by car. In the 
next 20 years, about 80% of the island’s population will either live or work along the 20 mile rail route. Rail 
will reduce future traffic congestion by 18%.

 Transit Stations: When completed, rail will be 20 miles long, with 21 stops, using one (1) fare for both bus 
and rail with parking lots at various locations and bus connections to the rail stations. The route runs from 
East Kapolei near the Salvation Army Kroc Center and the planned DeBartolo regional mall to Ala Moana 
Center.  There are three (3) train stations to serve Waipahu:  Westloch at Leoku Street, Waipahu Transit 
Center at Mokuloa, and LCC. Bus routes will be repositioned to feed into the stations. 

 Travel Times: The following are projected travel times from the Waipahu Transit Station:

o Aloha Stadium – 10 minutes
o Airport – 15 minutes
o Honolulu Community College – 23 minutes 
o Downtown – 27 minutes
o Ala Moana Center – 31
o UH West Oahu Campus – 9 minutes

 Capacity: Each train can carry more than 400 passengers (equivalent to about 6 buses, or 400 single 
occupant cars) the train will operate from 4:00 a.m. to Midnight every day, and can carry 8,000 
passengers an hour in each direction. Trains schedules will not be affected by traffic, bad weather or 
accidents at street level.

 Integrated Transit System: A bus/rail system is much more efficient and less expensive to operate than 
an all bus system serving the same amount of passengers. An integrated bus/rail system would offer 
improved public transit service, with a single fare same as bus so you can buy a bus ticket and transfer 
free on to rail and then back on the bus. The proposed bus and rail transit integrated system would offer 
better service to public transit riders than an all bus system alone.

 Rail Jobs: Kiewit had a total of 250 employees (about 60% of which were local hires) prior to work 
suspension. There are about eight (8) local residents holding positions in management, including: Deputy 
Project Manager, Construction Manager, Civil Manager, Business Manager, Public Involvement 
Manager, Environmental Compliance Manager, and Design Manager. Lance Wilhelm, who is a graduate 
of Kamehameha Schools and current Bishop Estate Trustee Board Member serves as the Project 
Principle and Hawaii Area Manager/Executive VP for Kiewit Building Group. These numbers do not 
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include the many local companies who are sub-contractors and vendors on the project, which are locally,
owned companies with local employees.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Plants: A Board member noted that plants along Farmington Highway are dying and suggested Kiewit 
water the plants.

2. Higher Paying Jobs: A Board member expressed that the majority of higher paying jobs are not going to 
locals. It was clarified that the project was projected to provide 4,000 direct jobs and 6,000 indirect jobs. 
There are currently only 250 people working on the job. More hires are expected as the project 
progresses.

3. Debate: It was noted that there was no debate and hear alternatives to rail. 

4. Safety: It was asked and clarified that HART communicates with Waipahu High School and advises Kiewit 
of any safety issues that arise. Community members are encouraged to contact HART if any safety 
issues are witnessed.  

5. Local Employment: It was asked and clarified that the local employees accounted for 60% of the project 
workforce prior to the work stoppage. Kiewit has since laid off 30 workers due to the halt in construction. It 
was noted that Kiewit has a goal of hiring a workforce comprised of 85% local workers.

6. Community Plants: It was suggested giving plants to the community instead of destroying because of 
construction. It was noted that the plants were purchased with tax money.

7. Medians: It was asked if Kiewit would continue the maintenance of medians in Waipahu during work 
stoppage. It was clarified that Kiewit is not permitted to perform any major landscaping work as part of the 
stoppage. 

Patsy Mink Central Oahu Regional Park Advisory Committee – Marty Burke reported the following;

 Roadway Barrier: The roadway barrier project is nearing completion. The contractor plans to donate 
several metal molds to the park staff for use if any concrete stanchions ever need to be replaced or 
duplicated.

 Facility Renovations: Volunteers from the softball community assisted with the facility renovations and 
maintenance. Donations included services and equipment. Work primarily involved areas inside the 
fences.  

 Pool Manager: New pool manager Ruthie Heuton is now on board. Activity expansion plans include 
strength program for adults, a 110-mile swim club, diving instruction, water polo, and tri-athletics. 

 Tennis Facility Permitting: The City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) intends to begin a 1-year 
trial of a revocable permit for commercial use of the tennis facility. The process will eventually include 
open bidding following a trial period.

 Junior Pan Pacific Championship: The USA Swimming Junior Pan Pacific Championship took place at the 
aquatics center August 23 to 26, 2012. 

 Bill 11: Bill 11 addresses commercial activity at all City parks. The bill has sparked a great deal of 
concern and controversy. Public hearings were held at Kailua, Kaneohe, Waialua, and Waianae District 
Parks to receive testimony from the public and commercial entities. The Patsy Mink Central Oahu 
Regional Park Advisory Committee has sent a letter to DPR Director Gary Cabato expressing concern 
and requesting a similar meeting be scheduled for Mililani District Park.
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Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

Improper Parking: A Board member raised concern that a group of park users are causing a traffic hazard by 
parking improperly near the entrance closest the Okinawan Center. 

Waipahu Community Foundation – Burke reported the next deadline for grant consideration is December 7, 2012. 
Applicants must be a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization with the intent of supporting the young people of Waipahu.

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization – Kalaikai reported the following;

 2012 Final Oahu Bike Plan: Visit www.oahubikeplan.org to review the 2012 final bike plan.

 Pearl Harbor Central Oahu Map: A map of projects located in the Pearl Harbor/Central Oahu area was 
presented. The Central Oahu Regional Park and the Leeward Oahu Bike Path were identified as two (2) 
priority projects that will be handled within the next 10 years. Funding is limited. Community residents are 
encouraged to lobby for the projects.

Military Services –Donna Klapakis reported the following;

 Deployments: About 2,600 Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB) soldiers are deployed to Afghanistan. Please 
keep deployed soldiers and their families in your thoughts.

 Gold Star Mother’s Day Ceremony: Community members are invited to attend the Gold Star Mother’s Day 
ceremony on September 30, 2012, at 11:00 a.m., at the National Memorial of the Pacific. For more 
information, call 438-9285.

 Lyman Gate: The visitor control center for Schofield Barracks and Wheel has moved back to Lyman Gate. 
Visitors need valid ID, driver’s license, vehicle registration, insurance and safety check.

 Living History Day: Living History Day will be held on October 13, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at 
the Tropic Lighting Museum, at Schofield Barracks. The event will feature re-enactors and displays.

 Karsten Thot Bridge: Wahiawa’s Karsten Thot Bridge repairs are causing a problem for North Shore and 
Schofield Barracks traffic. Although opening one (1) lane during rush hours has eased the congestion, 
drivers are advised to allow extra time when traveling to post or the North Shore.

RESIDENT AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

1. Board Member Endorsement: Concern was raised that Board member Burke had endorsed State Senate 
candidate Michelle Kidani and used his Board member title in campaign literature. Burke acknowledged
that he had worked with the senator in the past and has generally been supportive of her political 
endeavors; however, he did not authorize the campaign to publish his Board title in campaign literature. 
Burke further noted he was not aware that his name and title had been used in campaign literature. Burke 
reaffirmed that his endorsement was given provided as a private citizen.

2. Manager’s Drive/Hiapo Street: Concern was raised regarding the DTS ruling that a 4-way stop and 
crosswalks at the Manager’s Drive/Hiapo Street intersection were not warranted. It was expressed that 
school bus cuts have resulted in an increase of pedestrian traffic (school children) in the area.

BOARD BUSINESS:

Approval of Minutes –Herolaga moved, and Lee seconded to approve the July 26, 2012 regular meeting 
minutes as circulated. The motion was UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED, 18-0-0 (Aye: Alfonso, Andrade, Burke, 
Chun, Cullen, De Gracia, Duhaylonsod, Herolaga, Kalaikai, Lee, Macha, O’Neal, Oshiro, Parayno, Saniatan, 
Tsugawa, Wheatley, and Yakowenko).

Treasurer’s Report – Lee read the Treasurer’s report and noted a principal balance of $5,026.00. July 
expenditures totaling $4,197.84 consisted of $1,896 for facility rental (annual amount), $2,280 for video recording 
(annual amount), $3.39 for printing, and $18.45. August expenditures consisted of $20.15 for printing and 
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postage. September expenditures consisted of $36.20 for printing and postage; leaving a remaining balance of 
$771.81.

Chair’s Report – Saniatan reported that the Village Park Traffic study conducted on September 7, 2012 will be 
placed on next month’s agenda.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: None.

PRESENTATIONS:

Koa Ridge Development Zone Change and Update –Keith Kurahashi, Laura Kodama, and Bruce Barrett
presented the following;

 Location: Koa Ridge is located between Waipio Gentry and Mililani Town. The property is owned by 
Castle and Cooke and was formerly used for pineapple harvesting. The land is currently zoned for 
agriculture and will need to go through re-zoning for residential and commercial development.

 Plans: Plans for the 576 acre property will include 1,500 affordable homes, 500 senior residences, 
live/work units, a 28 acre hospital, a mixed-use village center, 11 parks, an elementary school, and 
church site. The village center will include ground floor retail, with second floor residences. Bus route 
plans and bike path networks have already been incorporated into plans. A regional analysis has already 
been conducted and highway improvements are already being planned. 

 Outreach: The goal of Koa Ridge is to create a new type of master planned community. In preparation for 
this, planners created a community vision group and provided a series of 17 community meetings to 
gather input. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. School District: It was asked and clarified that students at the planned elementary school would transfer 
to the Pearl City complex schools after the completion. Planners are working with the Department of 
Education (DOE). 

2. Timetable: It was asked and clarified that a re-zoning application will be submitted to the City Department 
of Planning and Permitting (DPP) in November 2012. Following the submittal, the application will be 
reviewed by the Planning Commission and the City Council.

3. Start: It was asked and clarified that the southern portion of the property will be developed first. The initial 
development will include mostly commercial properties, with some residential. It was noted that much of 
the residential properties are planned for the northern portion of the property.

4. Hospital: A Board member expressed the need for a more stable medical center than that of the former 
Hawaii Medical Center-West. It was noted that there will be an increasing need for a hospital with the 
development of the central/leeward areas.

5. Public Safety Services: It was asked and clarified that City officials will have to decide how they will 
oversee police and fire services. The developer will work with City agencies on placing fire/police stations 
in the community. The public will have the opportunity to provide testimony during the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) hearings.

6. Sierra Club: It was asked and clarified that the Sierra Club is still protesting the development.

7. Castle and Cooke: It was asked if Castle and Cooke has plans to sell lands. It was noted that Castle and 
Cooke is looking to place more resources on its properties.

8. Petroglyphs: It was asked and clarified that the EIS includes an archeological and cultural impact survey. 
There have been no findings of archeological or cultural importance found to date. A Board member 
noted there are petroglyphs to the north of the property. It was noted that the property owner must 
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maintain access to the site. Concern was raised that Homeowners Association funds would be used 
toward maintaining the access.

ELETED OFFICIALS:

Senator Mike Gabbard – Donna Lei circulated a newsletter and reported the following;

 Legislative Website: The Hawaii State Legislature was awarded the Online Democracy Award by the 
National Conference of State Legislatures on August 8, 2012 for making democracy user-friendly.

 Oka’s Body Shop: Oka’s Body Shop was awarded a certificate by Senator Gabbard for being one (1) of 
three (3) companies in the nation to receive the FIT Sustainability Award.

 Listen Story: The next Listen Story with Senator Gabbard is scheduled for October 20, 2012, at Kapolei 
Starbucks (adjacent to Chevron).

Senator Michele Kidani/Representative Ryan Yamane/Representative Henry Aquino – Andrade circulated 
newsletters for Senator Kidani, Representative Yamane and Representative Aquino, and made herself available 
for any questions.

Senator Clarence Nishihara –Senator Nishihara circulated a newsletter and reported on concerns regarding 
pedestrian safety in Waipahu. A community meeting was held with Councilmember Harimoto to discuss the fatal 
accident on Waimano Home Road to address better pedestrian measures in the area. It was expressed that there 
needs to be an increase in both pedestrian and driver awareness to prevent similar accidents in the future. It was 
also noted that the City is working on an island-wide bike plan.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

1. Lighted Crosswalks: An update was requested on the pilot program to install lighted in-pavement 
crosswalks in Waipahu.

2. Sam’s Club: It was suggested working on a way to resolve traffic at Sam’s Club.

Senator Will Espero – Senator Espero circulated a newsletter and reported the following;

 Appointments: Senator Espero was appointed to the Steering Committee for the Justice Investment 
Initiative, the Government Contracting Task Force, and the Clean and Sober Task Force.

 Space Transportation Infrastructure: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted $250,000 to 
the Hawaii Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism to conduct environmental and 
other feasibility analysis for a potential FAA Commercial Launch Site Operator’s License. The analysis is 
the first step in bringing space tourism to Hawaii. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed;

Waikele Bridge: It was requested the senator report back on the Waikele Bridge inspection.

Representative Ty Cullen –Representative Cullen circulated a newsletter and reported that he conducted a walk 
through survey in Village Park and nearby areas to identify areas of need. Concerns will be submitted to State 
engineers to see what can be done to improve the area. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Next Meeting: The next Waipahu Neighborhood Board regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 24, 2012, at 7:00 p.m., at the Filipino Community Center, 94-428 Mokuola Street.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Submitted by: Kazuaki McArthur, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed by: Nola Frank, Neighborhood Commission Office staff; Rito Saniatan, Chair


