
PEARL CITY NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO.21

c/o NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
 TEL: (808) 768-3710  FAX: (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www1.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2014
WAIAU DISTRICT PARK

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Cruz Vina Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Quorum was established with 
seven (7) members present. Note – This 11-member Board requires six (6) members to establish a quorum and 
to take official Board action. 

Board Members Present: Roger Clemente (arrived at 7:10 p.m.), Sol Ray Duncan, Mitsuko Hayakawa, Baybee 
Hufana-Ablan, Myrtle Nyuha, Kelsey Poaha, Larry Veray, and Cruz Vina Jr.

Board Members Absent: Miles Murakami and Blake Yokotake.

Vacancies: There was one (1) vacant at-large seat.

Guests: Captain Ricci Keltz (Honolulu Fire Department); Sergeant Apollo Chang (Honolulu Police Department); 
Councilmember Breene Harimoto; Robert Sato (Councilmember Breene Harimoto’s office); David Sakamoto 
(Governor Neil Abercrombie’s Representative); Gary Kurokawa (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative); Tracy 
Burgo (Board of Water Supply); Senator Clarence Nishihara; Steve Blotzke (Benchmark); D. Nishimura; Kathleen 
Yoda; Ingrid Kunimura; Lori Snyder (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

Pledge of Allegiance/Time Limit Policy and Procedures: Veray led the Pledge of Allegiance. Chair Vina Jr. read the 
meeting policies and procedures, including the time limits.

FILLING OF VACANCIES ON BOARD: Chair Vina Jr. opened the floor to fill the Board’s one (1) vacancy. As there 
were no interested volunteers, the filling of the vacancy was deferred to the next meeting.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Ricci Keltz reported the following:
 May 2014 Statistics: There were 12 fires, 133 medical emergencies, 0 search and rescues, 0 major 

incidents, and 42 miscellaneous calls. 
 Smoke Alarm Safety Tips: From 2007 to 2011, smoke alarms sounded in half of all home fires. Three (3) of 

every five (5) home fire deaths resulted from homes with no smoke alarms or working smoke alarms. The 
death rate per 100 reported home fires was more than twice as high in homes that did not have working 
smoke alarms or no smoke alarms present. In one-quarter (23%) of the home fire deaths, smoke alarms 
were present, but did not sound. Check fire alarm batteries in your home at least once a year.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Sergeant Apollo Chang reported the following:
 April/May 2014 Statistics: There were 21/7 auto thefts, 29/17 burglaries, 50/49 various thefts and 29/16

unauthorized entries of motor vehicles (UEMV) calls. 
 Safety Tip: Do not leave vehicles unattended and running.

Board Member Clemente arrived at 7:10 p.m. Eight (8) members present.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: 
1. Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS): Sergeant Chang provided Nyuha with a printed copy of HRS relating to 

unattended vehicles. 

Chair Vina Jr.  relinquished the gavel to Veray. 

2. HPD Patrol Requests: Chair Vina Jr. noted he was contacted by KHON news about requests for HPD to 
patrol the Pearl City area for vehicles with keys left in the ignition. Chair Vina Jr. told the reporter that it is 
the vehicle owner’s responsibility and he does not expect HPD to patrol for this type of issue.  
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Chair Vina, Jr. reassumed the gavel.

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE AND AWARDS: There were no certificate presentations for June 2014.

CITY/STATE MONTHLY REPORTS:

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative: Gary Kurokawa reported the following: 
 Roads: In the year 2014, 191 lane miles have been repaved.
 Homelessness: The City proposed a transfer of $18.9 million from the Affordable Housing fund towards 

Housing First initiatives and budgeted an additional $3 million for related services. 
 Transit Oriented Development (TOD): The City signed a development agreement for Live Work Play ‘Aiea, 

and will soon come to the Board with a proposed location for the new bus transfer system. 

Board of Water Supply (BWS): Tracy Burgo provided a handout and reported the following: 
 Main Breaks: There were no main breaks in the Pearl City district for May 2014. 
 Rate increase:  Starting Tuesday, July 1, 2014 there will be a 10% water bill increase. The average water 

bill will have a $0.74 increase, from $7.70 to $8.44 per month. The rate will go up from $3.68 to $4.03 for 
every thousand gallons of water used. 

 Water Quality Report: The BWS water quality report, pertaining to the quality of Oahu’s drinking water, will 
be distributed Tuesday, July 1, 2014. Call the Water Quality Division at 748-5080 for any questions.

Councilmember Breene Harimoto: Councilmember Breene Harimoto provided a handout and reported the 
following:

 Operating Budget Vote: Councilmember Harimoto voted NO on the operating budget and the real property 
tax increases. Councilmember Harimoto could not justify increasing taxes while at the same time giving 
away an additional $3.2 million on top of the $5.2 million already budgeted for such organizations. 

 Legislative Bills: Controversial legislative bills include Bill 5 relating to fireworks, Bill 38 relating to plastic 
bags, Bill 40 relating to disposable food containers, and Bill 41 relating to bulky item pick-up.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Bills: Veray voiced a concern that if Bill 41 would charge residents 
for bulky-item pickup, residents will begin dumping their items in the streets and in neighbor’s yards. Veray noted 
his support of Bill 40 relating to disposable food containers and Bill 5 requiring a permit for specific fireworks.

Governor Neil Abercrombie: David Sakamoto was available for questions and comments. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Vehicle Noise: Veray voiced concerns about excessive exhaust 
vehicle noise. Veray requested the State Department of Health (DOH) create a task force, and suggested the 
community help. Nyuha provided Sakamoto with a handout of more information on the subject of excessive vehicle 
noise. 

Senator Clarence K. Nishihara: Senator Nishihara provided a handout and reported the following:
 Home Energy Challenge Winners: Palisades Elementary won the first-place prize of $10,000 in Hawaiian 

Electric’s 7th annual Home Energy Challenge.
 Queen’s Medical Center Blessing: Senator Nishihara attended the blessing of the Queen’s Medical Center 

West Oahu’s new facility. 
 Food Safety: Senator Nishihara attended the Food Safety Task Force meetings. 
 Textbooks for the Philippines: Senator Nishihara, with the help of Hawaii Farm Bureau members, has been 

collecting textbooks to be sent to the Philippines. 
 Bill Signing: Governor Abercrombie signed six (6) agricultural bills into law, including House Bill (HB) 1514 

related to the coffee berry borer pesticide subsidy program, and HB 1716 relating to invasive species
prevention, control, outreach, research, and planning. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Textbooks for the Philippines: Hufana-Ablan thanked Senator 
Nishihara for the textbooks for the Philippines efforts, and noted there were books available in Ewa Beach that she 
has collected and is giving to the Philippines. 

Senator David Ige: A representative was not present, and a report was not provided. 

Representative Roy Takumi: A representative was not present, and no report was provided.
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Representative Gregg Takayama: A representative was not present, and no report was provided.

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 

Large Monkey-Pod Tree: Chair Vina Jr. noted there were overhanging branches from a large monkey-pod tree at 
98-010 Kuleana Place. At the May 2014 Pearl City Neighborhood Board meeting, Representative Gregg Takayama 
mentioned the State Department of Civil Defense was responsible for trimming trees. Chair Vina Jr. will relay this 
information Representative Takayama. 

Pesticide Use: Hayakawa noted an article from the Honolulu Star Advertiser stated that women exposed to 
pesticides have higher risk of giving birth to children with autism, and urged the community to be careful of 
pesticide use around children and pregnant woman. 

BOARD BUSINESS: There were no presentations. 

APPROVAL OF APRIL 22, 2014 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The May 27, 2014 regular meeting minutes 
were APPROVED with amendments by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 8-0-0 (Ayes: Clemente, Duncan, Hayakawa, 
Hufana-Ablan, Nyuha, Poaha, Veray, and Vina Jr.). Amendments included: Page 2: After Questions, comments, 
and concerns followed: Red Hill Fuel Leak, in the third line, “Ala Moana Shopping Center” should be changed to 
“Ala Moana building.” 

COMMUNITY/OTHER REPORTS: Pearl City Foundation: Councilmember Harimoto noted those interested in 
serving on the Dog Park Advisory Board should attend a meeting on Wednesday, June 25, 2014 at the Momilani 
Community Center. 

There were no reports provided for the following Associations: Pearl City Library, Manana Community Association, 
and Pearl City Community Association. 

BOARD/COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report: Nyuha reported a balance of $277.15 for the remaining fiscal year. The report was filed.

Executive Report: Chair Vina Jr. reported that he was unable to attend the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) 
meeting and was informed that the RAB was not responsible for addressing the fuel tank issue. Chair Vina Jr. 
contacted a representative from the Navy, and was also aware the City Council would address the issue. 

Traffic & Transportation (T&T): Chair Vina Jr. attended the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO)
meeting on Wednesday, June 18, 2014. Chair Vina Jr. expressed support of the plans to put in a protected bike 
lane on King Street from Alapai Street to Isenberg Street.

Health, Education and Welfare (HEW): Veray will be drafting an issue paper on the excessive vehicle exhaust noise 
and related issues. Nyuha spoke with Eric Eads, Chair of the Manoa Neighborhood Board No. 7, who has 
contacted many other Neighborhood Board Chairs. Nyuha voiced concern that moped noise and pollution affects 
everyone in the community, and the City and State need to address this issue before it gets worse. 

Community Relations and Publicity (CR/P): Hufana-Ablan requested funding of no more than $50 for the purchase 
of leis. Veray moved and Duncan seconded to approve the motion to fund no more than $50 for the 
purchase of leis for the recognition of the Pearl City High School Judo team at the August 2014 Pearl City 
Neighborhood Board Meeting. The motion was ADOPTED by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 8-0-0 (Ayes: Clemente, 
Duncan, Hayakawa, Hufana-Ablan, Nyuha, Poaha, Veray, and Vina Jr.).

There were no reports provided for the following committees: Legislative & Capital Improvement (LCIP), and 
Development Planning & Zone (DPZ).

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Next Board Meeting: The next meeting of the Pearl City Neighborhood Board No. 21 will be held on Tuesday, July 
22, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Waiau District Park.
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Broadcast Times: The Pearl City Neighborhood Board meetings broadcast schedule has changed. Chair Vina Jr. 
provided a copy of the new schedule. 

Voter Registration: Hayakawa encouraged the community to register to vote the by the deadline of Thursday, July 
10, 2014. 

Neighborhood Board Surveys: Chair Cruz Vina Jr. noted a survey was distributed to the Board members evaluating 
various aspects of the Neighborhood Board System. Chair Cruz Vina Jr. will report back with the results. 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Submitted By: Lori Snyder, Neighborhood Assistant I
Reviewed By: Jenilea Heath, Neighborhood Assistant I
Reviewed and Finalized By: Cruz Vina Jr., Chair 


