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DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2006
KALIHI REGIONAL DISTRICT PARK

CALL TO ORDER: Chair William Woods-Bateman called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm with a quorum of six (6) 
members present.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Merry Balatico (arrived at 7:07 p.m.), Lance Bateman, Kanoa Bristol, Wilton Ching, Lisa 
Mitchell, Jory Watland, William Woods-Bateman.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Anthony De Campo, Chester Koga.

GUESTS: Captain D. Kawasaki (Honolulu Fire Department – Kalihi Uka); Lt. R. Chinen (Honolulu Police 
Department – Kalihi); Pat Lee, Gary K. Omori (Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project Public Involvement 
Team); Noel Ono (Mayor’s Office – City Department of Human Resources, Deputy Director); Dennis Galolo 
(Councilmember Romy Cachola’s Office staff); Lisa Ginoza (Governor’s Office – State Attorney General’s Office); 
James M. Rodrigues (Booster Kalihi); Bob Farrell (Olelo Videographer); Pexii Gasio, Jacqueline M. Kamai, Herbert 
Onaga, Cliff Slater, Mike Wilcox; Rachel M. Glanstein (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

CITY GOVERNMENT REPORTS:

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT (HFD) –Capt. D. Kawasaki reported the following for the Kalihi Uka Station:

1) August 2006 Statistics – 2 structure, 4 rubbish, and 1 vehicle fire; 59 medical emergencies and 1
miscellaneous call.

2) Fire Prevention Week is from October 8 to 14, 2006; the theme is “Prevent Cooking Fires: Watch What You 
Heat”. Signs will be displayed at all fire stations, and demonstrations will be conducted at various schools 
and shopping centers. The 2006 Fire Fighter’s Safety Guide will also be distributed to all elementary 
schools.

3) Fire Safety Tip –Traffic code provisions regulating the operation, parking, and standing of vehicles do not 
apply to emergency vehicles responding to emergencies, provided the driver of the vehicle sounds a siren, 
bell or exhaust whistle and displays a lighted red lamp. These warning devices help ensure the safety of 
both the public and the emergency responder. Refer to the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, Traffic Code, 
Section 15-4.4, located at http://www.honolulu.gov/refs/roh15a1_9.htm for more information.

Mitchell arrived at 7:07 p.m., during the above report, making seven (7) members present.

James M. Rodrigues asked about a fire and possible injury that happened recently on Kilohana Street, behind the 
church. Capt. Kawasaki will follow up. J. Rodrigues expressed his appreciation to HFD for rushing his sister to 
Queen’s Hospital.

HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT (HPD) –Lt. R. Chinen distributed the statistics from the Kalihi Station and 
reported the following: There were 61 arguments, 9 assaults, 8 burglaries, 6 drugs/narcotics, 4 family offenses, 1 
motor vehicle theft, 0 murders, 25 motor vehicle collisions (MVCs), 5 property damages, 0 robberies, 0 sex 
offenses, 12 thefts, 4 unauthorized entries into motor vehicles (UEMVs).

Bateman inquired if there had been a murder in July. Lt. Chinen didn’t see any homicides, but he’ll follow up.

RESIDENTS’ AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS: Chair Woods-Bateman explained the effect of the Sunshine Law 
on Board members – that any meeting participant, community or Board, may bring up a concern, but that the Board 
members are not allowed to discuss or take action on a matter that is not on the agenda.
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Mitchell mentioned the potential impact of the expansion plans for Fort Shafter – the military may place 1,650 more 
troops there, and may change Fort Shafter from an administrative post to a fighting headquarters. Chair Woods-
Bateman will request that a commander attend the next Board meeting.

Mitchell expressed her concern over the full agenda and suggested that discussion be continued at the next 
meeting if necessary.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Treasurer Bristol reported the following – the Operating Account had expenses of $33.23, 
leaving a balance of $1,440.45; the Publicity and Refreshment Accounts had no expenses, leaving the balances at
$791.67 and $120.00, respectively.

Chair Woods-Bateman questioned if there would be enough of the funds to pay for videotaping for the rest of the 
fiscal year. Treasurer Bristol estimated that there will be enough, but he’ll follow up. Chair Woods-Bateman 
explained that the Board avoids using funds in too many other ways, like refreshments, to save money for the 
videotaping so that the community may watch the meetings on Olelo.

APPROVAL OF JULY 12, 2006 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: Bateman distributed copies of a set of substitute 
minutes.

Bateman moved, and Watland seconded, to adopt the July 12, 2006 substitute minutes (attached). After 
discussion over the lack of time to review the minutes and all of the suggested changes, the motion to adopt the 
July 12, 2006 substitute minutes was adopted unanimously, 7-0-0.

CHAIR’S REPORT: Chair Woods-Bateman reported the following:

1) He maintained that when the Board adopts minutes, they are adopting a position, but they want to establish 
that the videotape of the meeting is the absolute reference if there’s a question or conflict.

Chair Woods-Bateman moved, and Watland seconded, to establish a policy that the videotape is the 
final document for the purposes of dealing with potential challenges to the minutes, which was 
adopted unanimously, 7-0-0.

2) Communications were received from the Executive Secretary of the Neighborhood Commission Office 
(NCO), Joan Manke, including opinions from the State Office of Information Practices (OIP), indicating that 
if the Board does not have a quorum, there is no meeting, and therefore the Board is prohibited from 
hearing reports or community concerns. Chair Woods-Bateman plans to call for a review of the mandate, 
and may be requesting a separation of business and informational items on the agenda, although he noted 
that the Board will follow the rules for now. He stated that this mandate is a drastic change from previous 
administrations.

Watland expressed concern over requiring a time-frame, if the Board is allowed to wait for quorum to arrive, 
and defer business items; he agreed that it makes no sense for the meeting attendees to be barred from 
hearing reports. 

3) There has been trouble with the minutes for the past two years. There was no sound system at last month’s 
meeting. The NCO never informed Chair Woods-Bateman that Neighborhood Assistant Joey Manahan had 
left the NCO. He expressed his appreciation for the presence of temporary Neighborhood Assistant Rachel 
M. Glanstein. He imparted his hope that the NCO will hire more employees and the Board will get assigned 
a permanent Neighborhood Assistant.

BUSINESS AND REPORTS:

HONOLULU MASS TRANSIT SYSTEM –PRESENTATION OF ALL FOUR (4) ALTERNATIVES –For more 
information, go to http://www.honolulutransit.org/scoping_info. Pat Lee introduced himself and Gary K. Omori, both 
from the Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project (HHCTCP) Public Involvement Team (PIT), and noted that 
there are already many public transportation users in Kalihi Valley. The corridor from Kapolei to the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa (UHM) is 23 miles long, and P. Lee gave the following presentation on the four (4) alternatives:

1) No Build Alternative –This includes existing bus and highway facilities and other committed transportation 
projects anticipated to be operational by 2030 (the Oahu 2030 Regional Transportation Plan). The transit 
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component would include an increase in bus fleet size to accommodate growth, allowing service 
frequencies to remain the same as today. Highway elements of the No Build Alternative will also be 
included in the build alternatives. This alternative would encompass the whole corridor, and the estimated 
cost is $800 million.

2) Transportation System Management Alternative –This would provide an enhanced bus system based on a 
hub-and-spoke route network, community bus circulators, conversion of the present morning peak-hour-
only zipper lane to both a morning and afternoon peak-hour zipper lane operation, and relatively low-cost 
capital improvement on selected roadway facilities to give priority to buses. Highway components would be 
the same as the No Build Alternative. This alternative would encompass the whole corridor, and the 
estimated cost is $300 million plus the cost of the No Build Alternative.

3) Managed Lanes Alternative –This would include construction of a two-lane (two-lane reversible or one lane 
in each direction) grade-separated facility between Waipahu and Iwilei for use by buses, para-transit 
vehicles and vanpool vehicles. The lanes would be managed to maintain free-flow speeds for buses, while 
simultaneously allowing High-Occupancy-Vehicles (HOVs) and variable pricing for toll-paying single-
occupant vehicles. Intermediate bus access points would be provided in the vicinity of Aloha Stadium and 
Middle Street. Bus operations using the managed lanes would be restructured and enhanced to provide 
additional service between Kapolei and other points Ewa of Downtown, through to UHM. This alternative 
would at first only cover the area between Iwilei and Waipahu, and the estimated cost is over $2 billion plus 
the cost of the No Build Alternative.

4) Fixed Guideway Alternative (Rail) –This would include the construction and operation of a rail transit 
system between Kapolei and UHM. The system could use any fixed-guideway transit technology meeting 
performance requirements and could either be automated or employ drivers. Station and supporting acility 
locations will be determined during further alternative development. Supporting facilities would include a 
vehicle maintenance facility and park-and-ride lots. The alternative would be within existing streets or 
highway rights-of-way where possible but would require the acquisition of additional property in various 
locations. Future extensions of the system within the corridor, or to Central Oahu or Hawaii Kai would not 
be precluded. There are four rail options: (a) monorail; (b) light rail; (c) magnetic rail; and (d) rapid rail. This 
alternative may not encompass the whole corridor at first, and the estimated cost is $3 billion plus the cost 
of the No Build Alternative.

5) The City Council will choose an alternative around the end of 2006, called the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1) Watland inquired if motorists will end up spending more time in their cars. P. Lee replied that the hours that 
motorists will be caught in traffic congestion in 2030 will be 80,000 hours of delay for Alternative no. 1, a 
little less than that for Alternative no. 2, uncalculated for Alternative no. 3, and 70,000 hours for Alternative 
no. 4. The “delay hours” refer to the hours motorists are delayed on the road by not using the mass transit.

2) J. Rodrigues asked if the HHCTCP PIT had considered Nimitz Highway for the Rail and/or Managed Lanes 
Alternatives. P. Lee responded that they did consider it, but it would be more difficult than using Dillingham 
Boulevard or King Street.

3) Chair Woods-Bateman commented that the title of the No Build Alternative is misleading – it includes 
improving and expanding the bus system, but the name implies that nothing will be done, for $800 million.

Cliff Slater gave the following perspectives on the Managed Lanes Alternative (called “Hot Lanes”):

1) The city of Tampa, Florida built a three-lane 10-mile version of the two-lane “freeway-topper” for $300 
million, not the City’s estimated $2 billion. The total cost of building the project in Hawaii should be $800 
million; one-half of the cost would be paid by the federal government, and the other half could be paid by 
motorists, in the form of tolls.

2) C. Slater’s version of this alternative would run from the H-1 and H-2 Freeway merge (near Waikele) to Hilo 
Hattie’s on Nimitz Highway (near Pier 16). Since it would be a highway, the operating costs would be 
similar to any other highway.
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3) Rail systems can stop often and be very slow, and have very high construction and operating costs. In 
2005, the operating costs for the rail line would have been $100 million per year, which is already the same 
as the bus system loses. In the long term, Hot Lanes have no operating losses.

4) C. Slater feels that the bus system does not need expansion, since the Hot Lanes would provide emptier 
freeways for express buses to travel along.

Questions, comments and concerns:

1) Chair Woods-Bateman inquired if C. Slater sees any merit to the Rail Alternative. C. Slater replied that the 
City states the rail will reduce traffic congestion, but asserted that every city that installed a rail system 
experienced an increase in traffic congestion and a decrease in the use of public transportation.

2) Watland asked how long it would take to pay off the other half of the $800 million, using tolls. C. Slater 
answered that the estimate is 30 years, and wouldn’t require a tax on residents. He continued to note that 
his figures are from the Tampa calculations with extra added in for on- and off-ramps and the 36% extra 
cost of doing business in Hawaii.

3) Chair Woods-Bateman commented that the amount of private vehicles will always increase, no matter the 
quality of the public transportation; he feels that it would be much faster to ride on the bus in Hot Lanes.

4) Bristol asked if the Hot Lanes would negatively affect the commercial/sales development and usage along 
Nimitz Highway. C. Slater responded that the Hot Lanes would end before that area begins, by Pier 16; he 
added that the Hot Lanes would mainly go through industrial areas, unlike the proposed rail system, which 
would go through residential and business areas.

5) Mitchell inquired about the possible bottleneck at Hilo Hattie’s. C. Slater replied that many motorists turn off 
at Sand Island, and then Kalihi, and so forth.

6) Chair Woods-Bateman asked if the Hot Lanes would have entrances and exits along the way, or only at the 
ends. C. Slater noted that there are different alternatives with both options.

7) Ching asked if the Hot Lanes could be designed only for “normal” passenger vehicles. C. Slater answered 
that the problem with that design is that it could be dangerous if a truck accidentally gets on the highway.

Chair Woods-Bateman invited the Board members to make motions supporting, opposing, or supporting with 
conditions, the alternatives presented. Discussion ensued:

1) Watland contributed that the Board may not be yet ready to make a decision.

2) Bateman expressed his disappointment over the obsession with the idea of transporting people to their 
workplace, rather than having people live closer to where they work. He stated that a study done of 
Dillingham Boulevard business owners showed that they were 100% against a controlled lane, which would 
decrease their business. Bateman continued to note that if the transit system does not run all of the way to 
UHM, Waikiki or Kapolei, then it will just create different traffic bottlenecks. He added that there are cities 
where a fixed rail system does work and decreases traffic congestion.

3) Mitchell commented that she has heard that mass transit is the “way to go”, but expressed her desire to 
support environmentally-friendly strategies, such as bike- and pedestrian-friendly communities. She 
conveyed her concern over the cost of the transit alternatives. Mitchell added that the City Council is 
considering a resolution relating to installing hotels at transit sites. She noted that residents of Kalihi live 
close to town and so don’t need a rail system.

4) Chair Woods-Bateman expressed the following: (a) over 90% of Oahu residents already need more buses 
and expanded schedules – the rail would connect points, but wouldn’t help those who just need more 
buses; (b) the City wants a decision made by December 2006, so the Board must take a position soon; (c) 
using King Street or Dillingham Boulevard will cost more than using Nimitz Highway, will take commercial, 
residential and surface street space, and will disconnect Kalihi from town; (d) Nimitz Highway is mainly 
owned by the City and State and is industrial, and so is a preferable location; (e) 100% of Dillingham 
businesses stated that a close rail or Hot Lanes would hurt or kill their business; (f) the City Council’s 
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Resolution 06-273 would specifically allow for hotels and commercial activities wherever there is a transit 
station and would completely change the environment wherever a station is placed; and (g) Kalihi residents 
would be footing the bill for a system that they wouldn’t even be using.

5) Watland raised concern over the movement of tourists; he noted that when the H-1 Freeway was designed, 
it had the flaws of not connecting to the airport, Ala Moana or Waikiki, and he doesn’t want to see the same 
errors repeated. He asked if the right-of-way rail to Makaha, owned by the Hawaii Rail Society, could be 
used in any of the alternatives. Watland stated his opposition to using King Street or Dillingham Boulevard 
– Nimitz Highway could give both vehicles and rail transportation into town.

6) C. Slater mentioned that tourism in Hawaii has flattened, and a significant increase is not anticipated. Chair 
Woods-Bateman responded that the City Council is considering Resolution 06-273, which would add more 
hotels and end the moratorium on making more hotel rooms in Waikiki, possibly increasing the tourism. C. 
Slater specified that tourists mostly move outside the peak traffic hours; he added that much of the traffic 
within Honolulu is due to a poorly designed signal system. P. Lee commented that the analysis may not 
look at tourism.

7) Chair Woods-Bateman reiterated the main problem that a new transportation system may not work unless 
it goes all of the way from Waikiki to Kapolei, and so it’s ridiculous to spend $3 billion on something that 
doesn’t address the traffic problems. He stressed again that what people need most is more buses and 
expanded schedules.

8) Bateman asked if the Rail Alternative would connect to the airport; P. Lee replied that the rail would go to 
Salt Lake and serve the airport. P. Lee continued to state that he’s traveled to Vancouver, seen the rail 
system there, and understands that all transit systems begin with a smaller portion and build from there. He 
noted that the administration is looking at the entire 23-mile corridor, but the $3 billon estimate for the initial 
route would just be a beginning. P. Lee added that the H-3 Freeway and the Airport Viaduct were both very 
expensive, over $3 billion each.

9) Watland suggested having the Councilmembers present to discuss the alternatives at the next meeting, to 
share their insights and perspectives; he again conveyed that it would be premature to make a decision at 
this meeting. He also requested that P. Lee, G. Omori and C. Slater return to the next meeting as well. 
Chair Woods-Bateman agreed, but noted that he did ask the Councilmembers to attend this meeting, but 
they did not. He relayed that Councilmember Djou has been admonished by the Mayor for speaking out on 
the alternatives, and expressed his disappointment that the Mayor is attempting to eliminate the dialogue.
The item will remain on the agenda next month; all Neighborhood Boards have been encouraged to give 
input on the Alternatives Analysis.

10) Mitchell announced that P. Lee and G. Omori will be giving another presentation, sponsored by the McCully 
area legislators, at Washington Middle School at 7 p.m., tomorrow, September 14.

P. Lee added that presentations will also be given (all times are from 7 to 8:30 p.m., except for the first listed): (a) 
on September 18, from 12 to 1:30 p.m., at the UHM Campus Center Ballroom; (b) on September 18, at the August 
Ahrens Elementary School cafeteria in Waipahu; (c) on September 19, at Holomua Elementary School cafeteria in 
Ewa Beach; (d) on September 20, at Alvah Scott Elementary School in Aiea; (e) on September 20, at Heeia 
Elementary School in Kaneohe; and (f) on September 30, at Nanaikapono Elementary School in Waianae.

RECYCLING DEFINITION FOR CITY PROGRAM(S) –Chair Woods-Bateman relayed that the City Council has 
previously adopted a resolution to provide definitions and time-frames for recycling, but the Mayor and the City 
administration may be trying to surprise Council by including the burning of garbage as a type of recycling, since 
the garbage is being made into energy by H-Power. He explained that this could alter the future definitions of 
recycling, and asked if the Board should take a position on this re-definition by the Mayor and his administration.

Watland moved, and Bateman seconded, that “recycle” means to use again, not to demolish, burn, 
eliminate or diminish. There was general discussion that true recycling is that which really re-uses and finds ways 
to reuse waste, rather than burning it. The motion that “recycle” means to use again, not to demolish, burn, 
eliminate or diminish, was adopted unanimously, 7-0-0.
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Mayor’s representative Noel Ono announced that there will be a Discover Recycling Fair at the Neal Blaisdell 
Center on Thursday, September 21, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Friday, September 22, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Saturday, September 23, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

HONOLULU CHARTER AMENDMENTS – Charter Amendments Nos. 1 to 12 (see www.honolulu.gov/chc/) –
Chair Woods-Bateman invited comments or motions to support or oppose the proposed amendments.

Charter Amendment No. 3: Mitchell expressed her support of this amendment relating to land conservation and 
affordable housing funds, which would put aside 1% of property taxes to preserve land and provide affordable 
housing. Mitchell moved, and Watland seconded, to support the adoption of Charter Amendment No. 3, 
which was adopted unanimously, 7-0-0.

Charter Amendment No. 8: Mitchell conveyed her support of this amendment relating to making a pedestrian- and 
bicycle-friendly Honolulu, and she wants the City to make it a priority. Mitchell moved, and Bristol seconded, to 
support the adoption of Charter Amendment No. 8, and to have the City make it a priority to make Honolulu 
a pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly city. Mitchell added that there are many federal programs that the City can 
take advantage of. Chair Woods-Bateman noted that Charter Amendment No. 8 wouldn’t create a mandate, but 
provides a good mission for the City if it’s in the Charter. The motion to support the adoption of Charter 
Amendment No. 8, and to have the City make it a priority to make Honolulu a pedestrian- and bicycle-
friendly city was adopted unanimously, 7-0-0.

Charter Amendments Nos. 1 and 2: Chair Woods-Bateman explained that changing the term limits and 
staggering the terms of Councilmembers would change the whole process, and he asked what it could mean for the 
current Councilmembers. He continued to state that he plans to vote “no” on both amendments. Balatico asked who 
proposed these two charter amendments; Chair Woods-Bateman answered that the each amendment is 
considered to be introduced anonymously, unless it’s from a Charter Commissioner.

CITY ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION OF SALE OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING –Chair Woods-Bateman 
gave some background on the possible desire of the City administration to sell part or all of its affordable housing. 
Discussion followed – the key questions brought up for the City were: (a) Who would the City sell the affordable 
housing to? (b) Under what terms would it be sold? (c) Will there be assurance that the prices will be kept the same 
(following Hawaii standards and not federal standards so that the prices won’t increase)? (d) Will public input about 
the track record of the new buyer be allowed/encouraged? (e) Will the terms be followed indefinitely, or just for 40 
years? (f) Will the City offer it first to the current residents, giving them the chance to create a resident association 
that would maintain the affordable housing standards?

Watland moved, and Ching seconded, that the Board recommend it be the City’s policy to perpetually 
maintain their inventory of affordable housing (low-income as defined by the federal government) as 
affordable housing (federal definition), no matter who owns it, which was adopted unanimously, 7-0-0.

Mitchell mentioned that the federal government is trying to increase the income defined as low-income, from 80% of 
median income to 140%, since the cost of living is so prohibitive, especially in Hawaii. Bateman noted that if they 
don’t change the level of poverty, then they must change the definition of median income. Bristol postulated that the 
City wants to sell the inventory of affordable housing because of the maintenance and operating costs. Mitchell 
requested that a City representative attend the next meeting to explain the City’s position on the moratorium on the 
requirement for developers to provide affordable housing.

LIKELIKE HIGHWAY ROAD SINKING, SEPARATION AND EROSION –Chair Woods-Bateman offered a brief 
history and noted that this is the second delay in making the repairs by the State Department of Transportation 
(DOT). The repair has been postponed again, this time to January 2007, unless there’s another problem. Chair 
Woods-Bateman add that the cracks in the highway have widened and lengthened and he hopes that the repairs 
will be completed before an accident occurs.

KALIHI STREET S-CURVE (one block from Kalaepaa Drive, either 3097 or 3135 Kalihi Street) –Chair Woods-
Bateman gave background on the issue, and stated that the meeting requested with the appropriate City 
department heads from the Managing Director’s Office (MD), the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP), 
and the Department of Transportation Services (DTS), has not yet been approved. He added that the City 
administration does not seem to be listening to the Board on this important issue. Watland contributed that the 
owner of the property in question has scraped off some illegal fill to help visibility, but people still can’t see over it.
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N. Ono gave the following updates to the S-Curve issue:

1) The three (3) alternatives considered in an April 1999 report included “doing nothing”, smoothing out the 
curve, or straightening the road. This report will be made available to the Board upon request. Since then, 
the following safety improvements (not part of the April 1999 report) were implemented: (a) in 2001, the 
City Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) installed guardrails on the stream side; and (b) in 2003, 
DTS installed curve warning signs with advisory 20 mph speed limit plates (existing 25 mph speed limit 
signs posted on approaches to curve in each direction).

2) In February 2006, the MD’s Office, DPP, DTS, DFM, the City Department of Design and Construction 
(DDC), and the Mayor’s representative, met to research the history of accidents and traffic counts and to 
coordinate with DFM on interim type improvements (i.e., quick curbs, buttons, delineators). In a follow-up 
meeting in March 2006, DTS reported that since guardrails were installed by DFM (in 2001) studies show 
that there were two minor accidents and one major accident in a five-year period. These results do not 
meet the criteria for DTS to take major corrective action. It was noted that there no injuries in these 
accidents. DPP reported that a NOV (notice of violation) and a NOO (notice of order) were issued to 
property owner, Grace Bible Church, for illegal grading. A second NOV was issued to the church and 
Valley View Terrace for illegal grading. Property owners must obtain grading permits and pay fines. The 
owner’s rubble wall is located within the property.

3) City departments (DPP, DTS, DFM and DDC) concur that corrective action on the S-curve at this time 
would be premature as safety improvements have been implemented in the area and accident studies do 
not justify major corrective action. Further, there are no funds budgeted for this project and any corrective 
action to flatten or eliminate the curve would require the acquisition of private property.

Questions, comments and concerns:

1) Chair Woods-Bateman contended that “doing nothing” was never an alternative considered in the April 199 
report. The Board had suggested the least expensive alternative, which was to widen the road slightly and 
add a footpath. There are currently no sidewalks and two vehicles can’t pass each other there. He pointed 
out that the railing was installed because motorists kept driving off the road into private property there. 
Chair Woods-Bateman expressed his frustration that the Board has repeatedly requested the report 
referred to above, and yet has been denied. Chair Woods-Bateman stressed that the issue of both 
pedestrian- and motorist-safety is paramount, but the City administration is acting as if the problems have 
been addressed, when they really have not.

2) Bateman added that the entire community wants the area improved, since there is major constriction there.

3) Ching contributed that the most important issue is of safety – almost three times a week, he witnesses a 
pedestrian almost get hit there.

4) Watland noted that the property there has recently been up for sale, and that this may be an opportunity for 
the City to take the necessary property to straighten out the curve. He also expressed his frustration that 
the Board was promised a meeting with affected City departments and the City has yet to deliver; he feels 
that the Board has been left out of the process.

5) Chair Woods-Bateman noted that the private property there has been raised up 14 to 20 feet, although the 
property owner scraped a little dirt off the perimeter recently; however, the view is still completely blocked.

6) Mitchell lives nearby, and doesn’t want the road straightened or smoothed out – she just wants pedestrian 
access at the lowest possible cost.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PROGRAMS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS:

CITY ADMINISTRATION AGENCIES –

Mayor’s Representative: Noel Ono distributed the Mayor’s newsletter and reported the following –



KALIHI VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 16 SEPTEMBER 13, 2006
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES PAGE 8 of 9

1) Eucalyptus trees in the area of 3521 Kalihi Street falling into private property: City ownership is only to the 
3300 block of Kalihi Street. Addresses above this block are privately owned; therefore, maintenance is the 
responsibility of the private property owner.

2) City inspection of debris in Kalihi Stream: exact locations were requested, since the stream is long and 
changes ownership through out its length.

3) The potholes on Nihi, Kalihi, Makuakani Streets and Numana Road were filled.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1) Bristol explained that he wanted to know if there’s anything the City could do to encourage private property 
owners to keep their sections of Kalihi Stream free of debris (he used the Manoa Stream flooding and the 
State assistance as an example).

2) J. Rodrigues noted that there are large potholes on Laulani Street.

3) Bateman added that the potholes referred to in the report were not filled for two months until today.

4) Pexii Gasio offered that many cars park overnight in the No Parking zone along Gulick Avenue, especially 
near 1736 Gulick Avenue. Also, the City’s recent repaving of Gulick Avenue has created a drainage 
problem, causing private property to flood (especially 1736 Gulick Avenue).

N. Ono will follow up on the above concerns.

COUNCILMEMBER ROD TAM –No representative present; no report available.

COUNCILMEMBER ROMY CACHOLA – Dennis Galolo circulated the report and was available for questions. He’ll 
pass along the concerns conveyed at this meeting to Councilmember Cachola. Regarding the possible sale of the 
City’s inventory of affordable housing, he will defer to the administration on that issue. Galolo added that he will 
have staff look into the affect that Charter Amendments No. 1 and 2, relating to the terms of Councilmembers, will 
have on current Councilmembers.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1) Watland relayed his desire that the City coordinate their efforts to figure out the affordable housing issue.

2) Chair Woods-Bateman requested that Councilmember Cachola attend the next month’s meeting to express 
his opinion on the Board’s recommendation about affordable housing.

3) Mitchell asked that Councilmember Cachola specify his position on the rail system and the transit-oriented 
Council resolution (hotels at transit sites).

STATE AGENCIES –

Governor’s Representative – Lisa Ginoza distributed the Governor’s Update and was available for questions.

Questions, comments and concerns followed:

1) Mitchell inquired about money provided to offer peri-natal care for substance abusers, such as counseling, 
classes, resources, etc. L. Ginoza will follow up.

2) Watland asked about the reorganization of the Housing and Community Development Corporation of 
Hawaii (HCDCH). L. Ginoza will follow up, but noted that the Governor is working hard on how to approach 
homelessness issues and renovating public housing statewide. She will get the Board numbers of how 
many renovated public units are still unoccupied, especially on Kamehameha Road IV.

Mitchell asked who the Board could contact who oversees all of this. L. Ginoza responded that the Public 
Housing Authority is still the overseer, but they are also being reorganized. Rent control and land values 
are handled by the State Department of Business Economic Development and Tourism.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1) The next regular Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 11, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

2) The Annual Halloween Contest is on Friday, October 27, at 6:30 p.m at Kalihi Uka Elementary School. 
There will be a haunted house, cold drinks and a cake after the contest.

3) There will be a clean-up done at Ka’ewai Stream; a stream adoption is being considered.

4) Senator Suzanne Chun-Oakland’s Office sent notice of the next Children and Youth Summit: Keiki 
Concerns. The theme will be “Many Voices One Dream, Building a Healthy Sustainable Future for Hawaii”. 
It will be held on Friday, October 6. Call Sen. Chun-Oakland’s Office for more information.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.

Submitted by: 

Rachel M. Glanstein, Neighborhood Assistant

Reviewed by: 

Chair William Woods-Bateman


