
KALIHI – PALAMA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 15

c/o NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2015
KALIHI UNION CHURCH

CALL TO ORDER – Chair Daniel Holt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Quorum was NOT established
with four (4) members present. Note: This 13-member Board requires seven (7) members to establish quorum
and to take official Board action.

Board Members Present – Theresa L. Cummings, Leo Gozar (arrived at 7:03 p.m.), Daniel Holt, Ryan Mandado,
and Mar Velasco.

Board Members Absent – Joe Dumayag, Tom Enos, Cy Feng, Rodolfo Ibay, Fetu Kolio, Roland Louie, and Jonie
Williams.

Guests – Lieutenant Baron Lee and Sergeant Ryan Nishimura (Honolulu Police Department – District 1);
Lieutenant Brian West and Sergeant Brent Bonnell (Honolulu Police Department – District 5); Oryn Nakamura
(Board of Water Supply); Director Sheri Kajiwara (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s representative); Shirley Ann Templo
(Councilmember Joey Manahan’s Office); Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland; Pat Lee (Honolulu Authority for Rapid
Transportation); Representative Romy Cachola; Amanda Ybanez, Mark Kamahele, and Rodney Nakashima (L-5);
Nobu Nakamura (Kalihi Union Church); Alfred Chun, Michelle Tanigawa, Donald Guerrero, and Ronald Higa
(Residents); David Amodo (Videographer) and Neighborhood Assistant Neil Baarde (Neighborhood Commission
Office).

PUBLIC SAFETY INPUT

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – No representative was present; no report was provided.

Gozar arrived at 7:03 p.m.; Five (5) members present.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD), District 1 – Lieutenant Baron Lee reported the following:
 April 2015 Crime Statistics – There were 2 burglaries, 14 thefts, 10 unauthorized entries into motor

vehicles (UEMV), 2 assaults, 0 sex assault, 0 graffiti and 1 drug offense for a total of 367 calls for service.
 Pedestrian Safety Tips – Be safe, be seen, and be visible to all drivers. Wear bright/light colored clothing

and reflective materials. Cross the street in a well-lit area. Be smart and alert, avoid dangerous behaviors.
Be careful at crossings and look before stepping onto the street.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) District 5 – Lieutenant Brian West reported the following:
 April 2015 Crime Statistics – There were 16 motor vehicle thefts, 17 burglaries, 82 thefts, and 29

unauthorized entries into motor vehicles (UEMV), for a total of 3,340 calls for service.
 Pedestrian Safety Tip – Before crossing the street, look both ways, no matter who has the right of way.

Lieutenant West noted that a Neighborhood Security Watch (NSW) is the best thing for a neighborhood.

Questions, comments, and concerns that followed: Cars on Sidewalks – Guerrero noted that on 1335 and 1405
Gulick Avenue, there are cars parked on the sidewalk. Lieutenant West noted that if the community has parking
concerns, they should call 911.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) – Oryn Nakamura reported the following:
 Water Main Breaks – There was one (1) water main break on Wednesday, April 22, 2015. There was a

12’’ break at 904 Waiakamilo Road.
 2015 Water Conservation Week Poster and Poetry Contest Winners Announced: The BWS thanks more

than 1,400 student artists and 275 poets who participated in this year’s contest. The art and poetry
creatively depict the contest theme, “Water Matters-Conserve It”, highlighting the importance of
preserving and protecting the precious water supply to ensure its sustainability for future generations. The
contest winners were announced and recognized at an award ceremony in April 2015. The full list of
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winners and an online gallery are available at www.boardofwatersupply.com. The posters and poems will
be on exhibit at Honolulu Hale (April 29-May 14, 2015); Kapolei Hale (May 19-28, 2015; Kahala Mall
(June 1-11, 2015); Windward Mall (June 15-26, 2015); and BWS Public Service Building Lobby (June 29
August 14, 2015).

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS

Kamehameha Field – Resident Al Chun noted that he likes to run and asked what would need to be done to
install a running track around Kamehameha Field. Chair Holt deferred the question to Mayor Caldwell’s
representative, Sheri Kajiwara.

CITY ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Director Sheri Kajiwara reported the following:
 City Newsletter – Director Kajiwara announced that the City invites the community to help sew a lei for

Memorial Day. The Mayor’s Office of Culture and Arts (MOCA) in coordination with the Department of
Parks and Recreation (DPR) is welcoming all volunteers on Friday, May 22, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00
p.m. to “Sew a Lei for Memorial Day.” May is Bike Month in Honolulu, and there are several events
celebrating bike month including: Bike to work day on Friday, May 15, 2015; Bike day at the Honolulu
Museum of Art on Sunday, May 17, 2015; and Bike to the zoo day on Sunday, May 24, 2015.

 Wi-Fi on TheBus – Due to funding constraints and connectivity issues, free Wi-Fi is not currently provided.

Councilmember Joey Manahan – Shirley Templo distributed Councilmember Manahan's newsletter and reported
the following:

 Resolution 15-106 – During the Wednesday, May 6, 2015 City Council meeting, the Council passed
Resolution 15-106 which authorized the Director of the Department of Transportation Services (DTS) or
the Director’s designee to apply for and accept and expend Federal Highway Administration funds for
traffic signals at various locations. Included in the modifications to existing traffic intersections is the left
turn on School Street at Houghtailing.

 Kamehameha IV Road – On Monday, April 20, 2015 Mayor Caldwell submitted his support and has
agreed to install a new roadway reconfiguration along Kamehameha IV Road. The project plans to
convert the existing four (4) lane street into three (3) lanes with a middle turn lane. It will narrow the
walking distance at the existing intersection, and will include the installation of bike lanes on both sides of
the street. The benefits of the project includes increase safety and comfort for existing and new bicycle
riders and a more pleasant environment for people travelling in the area.

 Groundbreaking for Kauhale Gardens – On Monday, April 20, 2015 Councilmember Manahan attended
the Kauhale Gardens groundbreaking event. This affordable housing project will contribute a total of 26
unit complexes. The properties comprise of five (5) duplexes (10 units) and 16 single family units of two
(2) or three (3) bedrooms and two (2) parking spaces. Blue Mountain LLC is the developer and primary
properties Inc. in charge of sales. The plan to begin selling of these homes will be in June or July 2015
with the price ranging from $425,000 to $725,000. Kauhale Gardens is located on 2236 Hiu Street in
Kalihi.

 Seeds of Service – Community organizations, businesses, and government officials from the Kalihi and
Chinatown Communities came together in full-force on Saturday, April 25, 2015 to care for their
neighborhood with a clean-up of Aala Park, College Walk, and Sun Yat Sen Mall in Chinatown. More than
150 volunteers gathered and teamed up to paint, scrub and rid of graffiti, pick up trash around the area,
and also wash and wipe down the different public facilities in the areas such as tables, benches, and
chairs. The clean-up project was spearheaded by American Savings Bank and had participants from
Farrington High School, Rotary Club, Neighborhood Board members, area legislators, City Departments,
Citizens Patrol, and many more.

STATE ELECTED OFFICIALS

Governor David Ige’s Representative – No representative was present; no report was available.

Senator Donna Mercado Kim – No representative was present; no report was available.
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Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland – Senator Oakland distributed her report and reported the following:
 House Bill 500 – On Thursday, March 12, 2015 the Council raised its forecast for growth in the state’s

General Fund tax revenues in Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 from 4.5% to 5.5%, indicating the recent economic
growth is continuing. $21 Billion has been allocated for the state of Hawaii. A list of the highlights of HB
5000 can be found in the informational packet that was provided.

 Capital Improvement Projects (CIP)
o Housing, Homeless, and Health – The rental housing trust fund received $40 million. The Hawaii

public housing authority received $4.150 million.
o Education – Farrington High School received $1 million for plan, design, and construction for

campus modernization. Kalihi-Uka Elementary School received $20,000 for the installation of
ceiling fans in the classrooms.

o Transportation – $1 million was received for improvements, widening, and repair to Kalihi Street
from Kalaepaa Drive to 3080 Kalihi Street. The interstate Route H-1, Kapalama Canal Bridge
received $1.82 million was received for the design and construction for rehabilitation of Kapalama
Canal Bridge. The Kalihi Street Crosswalk on Oahu received $750,000 for the installation of a
signalized crosswalk on Kalihi Street between Ashford Street and Kahanu Street.

Questions, comments, and concerns that followed: Grant Aid – Mandado noted that Adult Friends for Youth (AFY)
has come to the Board meetings and noted that applied for a grant but was not chosen to receive one (1) and
asked what does AFY need to do in order to get the grant. Senator Oakland responded that it would be helpful to
have letters sent from the Ways and Means Chair and the Finance Chair because resources are important to
prevent gang violence.

Senator Glenn Wakai – No representative was present; no report was provided.

Representative Karl Rhoads – No representative was present; no report was provided.

Representative Romy Cachola – No representative was present; a report was provided.

UNFINISHED/ON-GOING BUSINESS

Honolulu Rail Transit Project (HRTP) – Pat Lee reported the following:
 Electric Power – Besides offering commuters an alternative to driving in traffic, rail will provide many

environmental benefits to the public. The rail system will eliminate tens of thousands of car trips every day
which would otherwise be taken on Oahu's roads. That means less auto pollution, a reduced need for
new highways, and less dependence on imported oil. Reducing the number of cars on the road in the
future reduces increased greenhouse gas emissions. Rail transit will be electrically powered, and with
Hawaii moving toward its clean energy goals, the trains will get greener as the percentage of renewable
energy produced increases. Honolulu's electric-powered rail technology will produce about 75 percent
less in greenhouse gas emissions per passenger mile than private automobiles. In addition to providing a
clean energy alternative to driving, Honolulu’s rail system will help to keep the country, country by
concentrating development along is route, and directing development to planned growth areas of urban
Honolulu and Kapolei.

 Rail Operations Center – The Rail Operations Center, currently under construction in Waipahu near
Leeward Community College, is being built with sustainability in mind. HART is pursuing a goal of LEED
Certified Silver for the Rail Operations Center. LEED, or Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design,
is a green building certification program that recognizes best-in-class building strategies and practices. To
receive LEED certification, building projects satisfy prerequisites and earn points to achieve different
levels of certification. In order to achieve certification, the center will incorporate water efficient
landscaping and fixtures, construction waste diversion, superior indoor air quality and many other green
building features.

 Construction Updates – The latest construction highlights are 237 foundation shafts placed, 164 columns
erected, 2,783 segments casted, with an overall span of 117. Almost three (3) miles of guideway are
completed and the rail guideway is now proceeding into the Waipahu area.

 Traffic Updates – For traffic updates, meeting notices and more information, please visit the website
www.honolulutransit.org, call the project hotline at 566-2299 or email a question at
info@honolulutransit.org. Additionally, the HART meetings are now televised live on Olelo Chanel 49.
The HART Finance committee meets at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 21, 2015 and the Board meeting
starts at 9:00 a.m. The community can also view the meetings on-line at Olelo.org.
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Questions, comments, and concerns that followed:
1. Traffic Gridlock in Town – Rodney Nakashima noted that there are many concerns about the gridlock

because of rail construction and asked what HART will do to ease traffic when construction comes to
town. Lee responded that the construction will be done by 2019 and noted that the traffic on the H1 is a
part of the H1 widening project and the traffic on Kamehameha Highway exacerbates the traffic issue.
The major utility companies and the City workers are trying to alleviate traffic but it is still causing back-
ups. Nakashima asked if by 2019 the entire rail project will be done to the University of Hawaii, Manoa.
Lee responded that by 2019 the rail should be finished to Ala Moana Shopping Center. The future
extension plans need funding and easements to be done.

2. Rail in Debt – Guerrero raised a concern and asked why the Rail project is $2 billion in debt. Lee
responded that the project is not $2 billion in debt and commented that 60% of the contracts are on
budget, but the next 40% of contracts for the stations and the guideway to Ala Moana will be over budget.
The second half has not been signed yet because the costs might rise because of the bids and the
materials are getting more expensive.

3. Changes to Kalihi – Mandado asked if there will be any changes to the Kalihi community when Rail
comes to town. Lee responded that there will not be any changes in regards to the Rail, but the
Downtown/Chinatown Transit Oriented Development (TOD) plan could affect Kalihi. Senator Oakland
commented that there will be a stop put in near the Kapalama Canal and an iHeartRadio tower will be
moved because of interference with flight patterns.

Hearing no objections, Chair Holt took the agenda out of order to Representative Romy Cachola.

Representative Romy Cachola – Representative Cachola reported the following:
 Oahu Community Correctional Center (OCCC) Relocation – Representative Cachola thanked the Kalihi

Palama Neighborhood Board for supporting the relocation of OCCC, and noted that he will be following
up with the progress.

 Capital Improvement Plans – Representative Cachola noted that on his newsletter is a list of CIP projects
that were approved for funding. Representative Cachola noted that he tried to help everyone, but there
was not enough money to go around.

Youth Violence Task Group Update – There were no updates at this time.

BOARD BUSINESS

Support of Resolution 15-78 – OCCC Relocation Task Force – Due to lack of quorum, the issue has been
deferred to the July 2015 meeting.

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 15, 2015 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – Due to lack of quorum, the issue has
been deferred to the July 2015 meeting.

OTHER REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Cummings reported that $18.11 was spent in April 2015, leaving a remaining
balance of $188.00. The report was filed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Next Meeting – The Kalihi-Palama Neighborhood Board No. 15 meeting will recess in June 2015. The
next regular meeting will be on Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 7:00 p.m., at the Kalihi Union Church, 2214
North King Street.

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Submitted by: Neil Baarde, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed by: Nola J. Frank, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed and Finalized by: Chair Daniel Holt


