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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES-draft
WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2008
KAPALAMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA

CALL TO ORDER –Chair Young called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. A quorum of 13 was present of 
this 19 member Board. A vote of 10 is required for the Board to take action. 

MEMBERS PRESENT –John Dell, Cardy Fang, Ken Harding, Donald Guerrero, Roland Louie, Rodolfo 
Ibay, Fetu Kolio, Calvin Konno, Alyn Vasquez-Dela Cerna, Jesusa Rone, David Yaw, Shane Yaw, 
Jennifer Waihe’e and Bernadette Young.

MEMBERS ABSENT –Jennifer Waihe’e and Florendo Juan. 

VACANCIES –Four vacancies in Sub-District 3. 

GUESTS: Representative Karl Rhoads, Dennis Galolo (Councilmember Cachola’s office), Firefighter 
Albert Fernandez (Honolulu Fire Department-HPD), Sgt. Yiu Chan & Sgt. Piros (Honolulu Police 
Department-HPD), Colette Devou (Representative C. Ching’s office), Ted Sarabay (Board of Water 
Supply-BWS), Allan Garcia (Representative Manahan’s office), Lorraine Robinson (TJ Mahoney & 
Associates), Gregory Franklin (Kokua Kalihi Valley), Jadelyn Yaw-Med, Charles Bonnilla, Karen 
Takemoto (Lanakila Senior Center), Connie Mitchell (Institute for Humans Services), Mary Chanel-
Benjamin (Neighborhood Commission Office Staff-NCO).

VOTE TO FILL THE VACANCIES –Chair Young asked the public if anyone was interested in filling 
Board vacancies. No one came forward to accept vacancies. 

COMMUNITY REPORTS:

Honolulu Police Department (HPD);
Honolulu HPD District 1 –Sgt. Chan reported total statistics for last month included: 1) 4 assaults, 2
drug offenses, 1 family offense, 3 graffiti, 20 motor vehicle collisions (MVC), 1 motor vehicle thefts
(MVT), 1 driving under the influence (DUI), 1 property damage, 1 robberies, 2 unauthorized entry into 
motor vehicle (UEMV), 13 miscellaneous calls. 2) According to statistics crime has been on the 
decreased; no dramatic changes however it seems to be flexible. 3) Prostitution activity in the Kukui and 
A’ala Streets resulted in 3 arrested; all were customers. 4) He encouraged citizens to join citizen’s 
neighborhood patrol groups. The Kukui district neighborhood patrol walk was every Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m.; meeting place was at the community center at A’ala Street. 

Questions and concerns: 
 Louie said he has witnessed drug dealings at the corner of Beretania and River Streets; usually 

when drugs are present there will be crime. Sgt. Chan said there were 2 arrests just two nights 
ago for robbery and possibly the suspects were drunk. Sgt. Chan said he will pass the complaint 
on to narcotic department; HPD does conduct undercover “drug buys” in the area for the purpose 
of tracing drug source and origin. Sgt. Chan said banning dealers from Weed & Seed districts 
was used as a tool to deter them from returning; however, without any type of monitoring device, 
HPD had to depend on familiarity with a suspect to utilize the law.  Sgt. Chan also said the key 
was also returning them to court for a violation and prosecution. 

 Louie suggested those “prostitute customers” should have their mug-shots published and thought 
drug dealers and crime went hand in hand. D. Yaw thought arrests statistics for drug crime were 
too low for the district. Sgt. Chan said the arrests hopefully would send a message to the area 
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and the media and HPD has the option to publish “mug-shots” if they choose to. He said 
sometimes arrests bordered other districts therefore affecting statistics for district 1. Sgt. Chan 
said he will bring comparison statistics next month. 

Kalihi HPD District 5 –Sgt. Piros reported total statistics for last month included:328 arguments, 33
assaults, 23 burglaries, 1 narcotic/drugs arrests, 13 driving under the influence (DUI), 18 family offenses, 
25 MVT, 190 MVC, 43 property damage, 5 robberies, 4 sex offenders, 78 thefts, and 20 UEMV. 

Questions and concerns:
 Ibay commended HPD’s efforts in the citizen’s patrol; it has made a difference in communities.
 T. Sarabay asked what was the law regulating children ages were 4-6 years old were playing 

alone on the streets. Sgt. Piros said HPD should be called and they will make the determination if 
a violation is warranted or not; however, the law stated it was illegal to have such young children 
play alone in public. 

 Guerrero said Auld Lane had a possible fireworks violation problem; children ages 6-7 years old 
were setting fireworks off during the late hours. Sgt. Piros said he will relay this message as Auld 
Lane was a semi-private area not seen from the main road and HPD relies on citizen’s
complaints. 

 G. Franklin asked what was the law regulating bicycle riders; 1 rider versus 2 on one bicycle. Sgt. 
Piros said the law was as he understood it to be if a bicycle was made for 1 person; therefore 
only one rider can be on the bicycle regardless of back wheel foot pegs. 

 Vasquez-Dela Cerna said a Mayor Wright Housing (MWH) visitor was mugged after getting off 
the bus at a poorly lit area of the complex; more HPD patrols were needed at MWH area. She 
also added the volunteer officer helping their citizens’ patrol group has not been able to assist. 
Sgt. Piros said HPD continued to patrol. He encouraged citizens to join the citizen’s group patrol 
in their areas. Sgt. Piros said his guess was the volunteer officer may be overloaded with his daily 
duties. Kolio also asked if HPD can intervene with noise pollution at MWH. Sgt. Piros said HPD 
does not carry any device to measure noise; however MWH residents should contact security 
personal on duty and HPD should be called if needed. 

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) –Firefighter Fernandez reported statistics for last month included: 1)
Kalihi Station: 6 structure, 3 rubbish and 6 vehicle fires, 56 medical emergencies and 45 miscellaneous 
calls. Kalihi Kai Station: 10 structure, 3 wildland, 5 rubbish, 10 vehicle fires, 46 medical emergencies, 12 
search and rescue, and 12 miscellaneous calls. 2) Fire Safety Tip: Summer break is upon Oahu; an 
opportune time to review home surroundings for potentially dangerous situations. Suggest to childproof 
your homes to keep these items safe from children; electrical shock, matches, lighters, prevent 
accidental falls, secure poison, medications, cleaning products and houseplants. Swimming pools should 
be fenced and gated with an alarm to prevent child drowning. 

Questions and concerns: 
 A constituent said he noticed at Kuhio Park Terrace (KPT) the cabinet fire-hose reserved for HFD 

was being used as a garden tool to water plants; cabinet No. B309 to be exact. Firefighter
Hernandez was thankful for this information as it was a safety violation and will relay this 
information to the department. Firefighter Hernandez said the elevators at KPT were also a 
problem; residents should not use the elevators in case of a fire. HFD relied on the elevators to 
take them directly to the fire once HFD take control of the building elevators with keys. KPT 
residents should use stairways for evacuation instead of the elevators. 

Board of Water Supply (BWS) –T. Sarabay reported: 1) One main break was on Pohaku Street. 2) 
BWS’s 20th Anniversary open house and unthirsty plant sale will be Saturday, August 2 from 9:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. at Halawa Xeriscape Garden; 99-1286 Iwaena Street or call 748-5041 for further information 
as well as on the web at www.boardofwatersupply.com. A sponsor will be giving away a xeriscape 
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garden makeover worth over $18,000; enter for a chance to with this big prize. 3) As summer is upon the 
state; BWS asked to conserve water. A brochure was circulated with 7 simple tips; water just 2-3 times a 
week, water early mornings or late evenings, check for leaks, install efficient plumbing fixtures, take 
shorter showers, put a nozzle on garden hoses, and don’t let the faucet run and run. 

Questions and concerns:
 A constituent said BWS did some work at the corner of School Street and Kamehameha IV Road 

replacing the removed concrete with asphalt which was now breaking apart resulting in an unsafe 
place to walk. T. Sarabay said he will forward the complaint. 

Mayor Hanneman’s Representative –No representative or report available. 

AGENDA RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS –

A. Institute for Human Services (IHS): C. Mitchell reported; she wanted to make clear that IHS does not 
recruit transients from the mainland and provide them service for 30 days and release them to the public; 
as reported earlier. IHS makes tremendous efforts to return citizens back into the community only when 
they were self sufficient and employed. IHS program fees were not considered rent; a sense of 
responsibility charged to those that returned to work and were still searching for a place to live. The 
men’s shelter was recently refurbished with community efforts. IHS will also be celebrating their 30th

anniversary on July 16-18; a musical event was planned as a fundraiser. IHS welcomed anyone that was 
in dire need and their objective was to assist with food, shelter, a better life quality, and provide services 
to become productive in the workforce and to end homelessness. IHS also provided tuberculosis and 
other types of disease tests to all incoming citizens. On a needed basis, a conditional contract was also 
utilized between IHS and anyone that had violated rules and guidelines to prevent continued violence; as 
their policy was never to turn anyone away needing IHS services. 

Questions and concerns:
 Chair Young said she read a report in the newspaper that the $90 was being charged monthly at 

IHS; she wanted to clarify when the charge occurred. C. Mitchell said services were offered free 
for the first 90 days which includes 3 meals per day, running water and a safe roof over their head 
with an address per day to use as a tool for job searching. She said Hina Mauka was also part of 
the outreach process to provide shelter once someone was working; however, IHS had an open 
door policy if one becomes homeless once again. The fee was only charged only after 90 days 
providing they were working and actively searching for a place to live. 

 Chair Young and Vasquez-Dela Cerna were both concerned with families with children and those 
needing medication being removed from Kaka’ako shelter; what became of them and were any 
referred to IHS. C. Mitchell said IHS did not have any affiliation with the Kaka’ako shelter; IHS 
offered child care for those that were actively searching for work and were currently working. The 
state contributed to IHS to provide the shelter; however, the funds ran short and IHS depended 
on community support and donations. IHS provided special case managers to handle those in 
need of medication as well as outreaching to retired veterans that were in need of support. IHS 
also collaborated with the United States Veterans groups to facilitate resources. 

 Several Board members reiterated facts that IHS did recruit from the mainland for the past 30 
years; including transportation from the airport to the facility. C. Mitchell said IHS annual audit of 
the programs showed no budget for any mainland recruiting.  

 Several Board members also said A’ala Park and Iwilei Street were now littered with homeless 
people during the daytime hours creating a hostile and bad environment; why were there no 
daytime programs. C. Mitchell said there were two sites in China Town, and increasing 
homelessness has created an out or control type scenario which IHS has been trying to 
accommodate. 
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 G. Franklin said he was harassed and escaped with his life on Monday when he was at IHS for 
lunch around 12:30 p.m. fronting Iwilei Street. He commended the program and suggested 
charging a small fee for lunch was a good idea; however, those hanging around fronting IHS do 
pose a safety problem for surrounding businesses. 

APPROVAL/CORRECTION/ADDITIONAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES –
June 18, 2008 meeting: The minutes were approved with the following amendments:
Page 4: under No. D; Questions and concerns first bullet, replace “NB” with “bicycle safety resolution.”
Fifth bullet; strike out “Harding added Houghtailing Street had Farrington High School traffic.”

TREASURER’S REPORT –Vasquez-Dela Cerna reported expenditures for the month of June 2008 
were: Total appropriated balance was $3,126.33. The Operating Account expenses were $26.08 for 
printing and postage with a balance of $1,054.25; Publicity Account incurred no expenses leaving a 
balance of $1,926.00. Refreshment Account incurred no expenses leaving a balance of $120.00. After 
expenses the total appropriated balance was left at $3,100.25 after June 2008 expenditures. 

Questions and concerns: 
 Kolio suggested the Board move to purchase a public announcement system (PAS) to use at the 

Board meetings since there was money available; he felt there was a need for one. Chair Young 
said the Board used the school’s PAS that was provided from the school; she saw no need for the 
Board to purchase one. 

CHAIRS REMARKS/ANNOUNCEMENTS –

Chair Young said due to MWH concerns being raised she recommended requesting MWH and Hawaii 
Public Housing Authority (HPHA) representatives to address some citizens’ safety concerns brought to 
the Board. Without opposition from the Board, Chair Young requested a letter be sent to MWH and 
HPHA to request representatives attend the August Board meeting; concerns will be placed on the 
agenda. 

OLD AGENDA BUSINESS:

A. Iwilei and N. King Streets flooding: R. Tanimoto, Mayor’s representative was not available; no report 
was available. 

Questions and concerns:
 Louie thanked City & County of Honolulu, Councilmember Cachola and Representative Rhoads 

for considering the problem and asked for continued support to resolve the flooding problem 
before the next rainy season comes.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Senator Sakamoto –A monthly report was circulated. 
Senator Mercado-Kim – A monthly report was circulated. 
Senator Chun Oakland –A monthly report circulated. 
Representative Ching –A monthly report was circulated. 
Representative Manahan - A monthly report was circulated.

Representative Rhoads – Representative Rhoads reported: 1) A support letter for TJ Mahoney was 
produced. 2) He has written several letters to City Department of Transportation Services (DTS, City 
Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM), City Department of Environmental Services (ENV), and 
HPD regarding unsafe conditions and speeding on Akepo Street and 1240 Auld Lane street light. 3) 
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DFM responded to the ponding at Iwilei Road and King Street; either the pipe was broken or may need to 
be upgraded if capacity was not enough to accommodate the flooding. 4) The 1240 Auld Lane flooding 
has been referred to ENV. 4) Pua Lane Adopt-A-Block was on July 5; many thanks went out to Vasquez-
Dela Cerna, Kolio, D. Kalolo, ILWU, TJ Mahoney, campaign volunteers and the City & County of 
Honolulu. 

Councilmember Cachola – D. Galolo reported: 1) Many thanks went out to about 60 participants who 
volunteered time at the Adopt-A-Block clean up event in the Palama area; half a ton of household waste 
were recovered including waste from the Kapalama Canal. Mahalo to Cyrus Tamashiro, Representative 
Rhoads and Vasquez-Dela Cerna for contributing snacks and drinks for the event. 2) Thank you to the 
Board for supporting the closure of Awa Lane triangle located next to a residential high-rise at 215 N. 
King Street. City plans to improve the property to restore the area for beneficial use by the public was 
pending. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization / Citizens Advisory Committee (OMPO/CAC); (The sub-
committee on Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) was formed to advise the CAC on PPP) –S. Yaw 
reported: No new reports. 

Mayor Wright Housing (MWH) Security Permitted Interaction Group (PIG) –Vasquez and Kolio 
reported their concerns were voiced earlier in the meeting. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEW AGENDA BUSINESS –

A. Decision on what months to take recess for 2008-09 meeting: 
Vasquez-Dela Cerna moved and Dell seconded for the No. 15 Neighborhood Board to take a 
recess in December 2008. The motion was ADOPTED by unanimous consent. (Guerrero, Dell, Kolio, 
Louie, Young, Vasquez-Dela Cerna, Fang, Ibay, Konno, Rone, D. Yaw, S. Yaw and K. Harding)

B. Decision on what months to take Board photograph for the NCO website placement: 
Guerrero moved and D. Yaw seconded for the No. 15 Neighborhood Board to take a Board 
photograph at the September 2008 Board meeting for the purpose of the NCO website. The motion 
was ADOPTED by unanimous consent. (Guerrero, Dell, Kolio, Louie, Young, Vasquez-Dela Cerna, 
Fang, Ibay, Konno, Rone, D. Yaw, S. Yaw and K. Harding)

C. Vazquez-Dela Cerna announced she was a candidate for public office for District 7. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 

Submitted by Mary Chanel-Benjamin, NA Reviewed by Chair Young


