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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2007
MAE’MAE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Stubbs with a quorum present at 7:20 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT, Robert Stubbs, Loy Kuo, Ed Thompson, Donald Nitta, Claude Uehara, Leonard Kam, 
Dale White, Max Fowler (arrived at 7:30 p.m.).

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Wesley Fong, Rachel Glanstein, Sesnita Moepono, Arvid Youngquist.

VACANCIES: No one offered to fill the single Board vacancy in Subdistrict 1 so it will be put on the next month’s 
agenda.

GUESTS:  Captain Gary Harbottle (HFD), Sgt. S. Fontanilla, Maj. K. Kendro, Sgt. R. Ontiveros (HPD), Henry 
Oliva (Governor Lingle’s Office), Debbie Kim Morikawa (Mayor’s Office), Iris Oda (Board of Water Supply), Ashley 
Ehrenreich (Representative Corinne Ching’s office), Natasha Wong (Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland’s office), 
Lydia Chock (Maluhia Hospital), Gene Oshiro, Kat Brady and Henry Curtis (Life of the Land), Pat Hammers, 
Eyvonne Zhang, Bonnie Trustin (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

FILLING OF ONE VACANCY IN SUBDISTRICT 1 - No one volunteered to fill the Board vacancy for the Pu’unui 
area so the request will be carried over to next month.

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 13, 2006 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES - The following corrections were made:

Page 4 – Change number 11 title from “820A N. Judd Street” to “Alewa Heights”
Page 4 –In the second paragraph of #15, change the school name in line 4 from “Maunawili” to “Lanakila”
Page 5 – Number 7 – correct “Kuo suggested” to “Kam suggested”
Page 8 – Change top of the page free forum title from “Guiding Local Communities” to “Designing Livable 

Communities”
The minutes were unanimously approved as amended.

RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS & GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS’ FORUM:

Honolulu Fire Department, (HFD): Captain Gary Harbottle, Kuakini Station, reported for the month of December 
there were 68 medical emergencies, four building fires; no unusual or major incidents including New Year’s Eve.

Fire Safety Tip:  Fire, building, and U.S. postal codes, along with City ordinances, state that all property owners 
shall place their house number so it is legible and visible from the front of the home or business to assist the 
Honolulu Fire Department and other first responders to locate the emergency more quickly. 

Questions, answers and concerns:

Answered Thompson that in responding to calls, HFD stations do not only service their own area anymore.  All 
fire stations have access to a computerized data system giving them a reading of where each truck is and the one 
that is closest to the area of need is sent, regardless of their station location.  

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): -  Capt. S. Fontanilla, Kalihi Station, reported statistics for December were 
2 robberies, 14 burglaries, 39 thefts, 25 unidentified entries into motor vehicles, 12 motor vehicle thefts, 12 
assaults, 98 MVCs, 10 property damage incidents.
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Questions, answers and concerns:

1. Thompson reported there were two incidents on his quiet cul-de-sac last month.  Someone torched a car 
on Aupuni Street; the police noted it was a stolen car.  The fire truck did come and the police were called 
after the fire was extinguished but it took a long time for both of them to arrive at the scene.  Thompson 
appreciated the car was removed that same night.  A couple days later before New Year’s, someone was 
traveling on the wrong side of the freeway and ended up coming up Anapuni Street and then a man got 
out of the car and was taking the tires off of it.  In these circumstances Capt. Fontanilla said to stay in the 
house where it is safe instead of going outside and putting yourself in harm’s way.  He reminded 
everyone to be vigilant in looking out for suspicious activity and don’t hesitate to call 911 even if it is a 
parked vehicle that looks suspicious, so an officer can come and check out the situation.  Thompson is 
tired of having parked cars sitting for a long time in his cul-de-sac and wonders if the police will get tired 
of his calls and not come to his house.  Capt. Fontanilla suggested to call 911 and they will come out to 
investigate.

2. Capt. Fontanilla responded to Kuo about helicopters hovering around his house midday suggesting he 
stay in the house, lock the doors and listen for a media release giving pertinent information.  Don’t 
investigate for yourself going outside; you could be endangered.  Kuo reported there was another incident 
January 2nd during a car chase one of the cars blew out a tire ending up on Kunawai Lane so the street 
was blocked off on both sides.  Capt. Fontanilla was not aware of that situation.

Fowler arrived at 7:30 p.m.

3. Maj. Kurt Kendro of the Kalihi Police Station reported on the ongoing issue of cars parking on unimproved 
sidewalks around Natsunoya Tea House about which he has been communicating with Ms. Morikawa. He 
distributed four pages of legal statutes and two pages of pictures showing the area around the Natsunoya 
Tea House.  He has come to the Liliha Neighborhood Board several times to report on this issue:  does 
the Honolulu Police Department tow or site cars for parking on an unimproved sidewalk and his stance 
has always been and remains a “definite maybe.”  If the way the vehicle is parked creates a definite 
hazard or obstruction to the normal traffic flow, then we can tow the vehicle.  Most of these complaints are 
discussed because of customer’s cars parked at Natsunoya Tea House.  For big events, cars park 
beyond the parking lot.  Maj. Kendro spoke with Mr. Fujiwara, owner of Natsunoya Teahouse, again today 
and explained why he was there and that he is willing to work with the community to solve the problem.  
Mr. Fujiwara has a new valet company that can now fit 70 cars in his lot.  Maj. Kendro can’t control 
patrons from parking on the unimproved sidewalks; it is really up to the officer’s discretion.  Maj. Kendro 
has to balance both the business of what Natsunoya Tea House wants and what the residents want
which is not an easy, clear cut topic.  

Questions, answers and concerns:

Maj. Kendro explained the picture of the Kamalihi building he passed out shows a car legally parked. 

RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS:

1. Kat Brady, a resident of Pu’unui and a member of Life of the Land, reported that an irradiator to get rid of 
pests before food products are shipped out of Hawaii is being proposed by a company called Pa’ina 
Hawaii.  She has a problem with their desire to use Cobalt 60 in the irradiator, which is a nuclear fuel and 
can damage a wide area, and the land chosen by the airport near Lagoon Drive is in a tsunami zone.  
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has released a draft environmental assessment finding no 
significant impact.  Brady is very concerned because the Ninth Circuit Court already warned of potential 
harm associated with terrorist attacks, and Cobalt 60 as a substance wasn’t addressed in the 
Environmental Assessment draft.  The fact that the business would be located by businesses that are 
close to the airport concerns her greatly.  Brady has read thousands of Environmental Review Documents 
over the years and finds this one very short by comparison, only 24 pages, for something regarding 
nuclear fuel which is a very serious situation.  She wants the community to know more about this.  She 
distributed two handouts – one is a comment from the Honolulu Advertiser saying the study about the 
irradiator needs to disclose more on the machine they will use.  They didn’t disclose potential harm in
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case of a terrorist attack and they didn’t explore any other technologies except using nuclear fuel.  A few 
years ago on the Big Island the public who were “up in arms” over such a proposal requested the 
company look at alternatives for an irradiator using nuclear fuel and now they use electronic beam.  She 
wants this company to look at other alternative technologies and locations.  

There was a public meeting in August, 2005 at the Ala Moana Hotel when the company first brought in 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission at which time Brady asked Pa’ina Hawaii if they had any experience 
in transporting or storing nuclear fuel and they answered that they have no experience.  Brady is very
concerned that this is a serious situation putting us all in jeopardy so she distributed the address where 
you can write concerns and questions and listed where you can get an electronic copy of the 
Environmental Assessment and included her email address for reference.

2. Pat Hammers read the minutes from the November Board meeting regarding tree overgrowth and 
investigation which found that Parks and Recreation responsible for that property.  She is asking for an 
update from Morikawa who said she will address it in her report.

3. Nitta referenced the February 1, 2007 meeting at the Ala Moana hotel of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.  He plans to go and hear what the State Department of Transportation has to say about 
radiation on the highways.  He was sent a draft on the Environmental Assessment that says fruits that 
don’t go through this nuclear system can’t be exported from Hawaii.  Henry Curtis, from Life of the Land,
said that statement was false because the Big Island uses electronic beam instead of nuclear fuel to allow 
the export of fruits and vegetables.  Nitta said Cobalt 60 is a by-product of a nuclear fuel but it is not a 
fuel.  Curtis replied Cobalt 60 can do great damage to a wide range area.  

4. Kuo asked for more information about the irradiator: what is the amount of fuel needed to do damage and 
what would the radius be?  He reported there are a lot of nuclear testing devices that private companies 
currently use at the University of Hawaii – they have storage there but it is in very small amounts.  And 
the military has nuclear submarines.  Curtis responded that the amount is somewhere between what is 
used at University of Hawaii and what is used by the military.  The military has had decades of experience 
– a submarine will survive a hurricane but putting a pit next to the ocean, which is basically what Pa’ina 
Hawaii is, is a very different arrangement.

Other Government Agencies:

Councilmember Rod Tam - Claude Uehara, representing Councilmember’s Tam’s office, distributed their
newsletter and reviewed some of the highlights of it as follows:

1. Councilmember Tam received a letter from the Mayor dated November 28, 2006 stating the city would not 
be proceeding with the construction of the Kuakini Extension Project, but since then Councilmember Tam 
met with the Mayor’s representative and the Department of Transportation Services (DTS) and they are 
re-evaluating that decision.  Tam has a meeting with the Mayor’s representative and DTS this week to 
see if additional funding can be placed in the 2007 budget.  Uehara doesn’t think DTS will be acting on 
any transfer of State lands to the City until funding can be finalized. 

2. Lanakila District Park Gym Improvements to replace the gym floor was awarded to the low bidder, KSC 
Construction, for $380,000.  A construction timetable has not yet been determined.

3. Kunawai Neighborhood Park Recreation Building renovations were awarded to MJ Construction Inc. with 
the low bid of $335,900 when it was budgeted for $600,000.  The scope of work is re-roofing the building, 
installation of a skylight, electrical upgrades, ADA improvements, renovation of restrooms with 
replacement of toilets and installing security gates.  Yet to be confirmed is installing security gates for the 
pavilion area.  Construction estimated start date is summer of 2007.

4. Distributed a Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) handbook (which is also available on their 
website), to the Neighborhood Board members to familiarize them with the office, the kind of work they do 
and how the Neighborhood Board can become involved in the decision-making process.
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Questions, answers, and concerns:

1. Uehara will report for Kuo that on the sidewalk of Lanakila Avenue, adjacent to the Kuakini Street 
Extension vacant lot, the grass and weeds need cutting as they are growing out of the pavement.

2. Kuo gave a Lanakila Gym update – the contractor is on site cleaning things up and thinks the roof as well 
as the floor is being replaced.  Uehara will check on a cooler at the facility and ask if they have a 
projected completion date for construction.

3. Uehara will ask if the constant wet spot near the pond will be part of the renovations of the Kunawai 
Neighborhood Pavilion Project for Kuo.

4. Fowler reported the Kunawai Playground equipment is very rusty and only two out of six swings work.  He 
was encouraged by Uehara to write a letter requesting playground equipment be replaced.

Mayor’s Representative - Debbie Kim Morikawa reported:

1. Mayor’s announcements:  There will be an information session presented by the Neighborhood 
Commission for potential Board members to be introduced to the concept of the Neighborhood Board 
system January 13 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. held at the Mission Memorial Auditorium.  Call 527-5749.
The deadline for candidate applications is January 16, 2007.

2. One of the Mayor’s initiatives for this year is trying to propose a separate property tax rate for Oahu 
residents who live in and own their own homes to give them a lower tax rate.  The Council did not support
this proposal last year, stating a fear that landlords might raise rents hurting renters.

Responding to residents’ concerns:

1. Walkways on Lanakila Avenue - Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is responsible for the 
driveways and Department of Facilities Maintenance (DFM) for the sidewalks.  The work can’t be 
scheduled until proper resources are available but there is some temporary work scheduled for the 
diamond head and ewa sides of the sidewalk.  Morikawa asked residents to keep her advised on
the progress of the work.

2. Na Pueo Park Overgrowth – DPR indicated that portion of the park is their responsibility.  They are 
working to restore the part that was damaged by Kekama Gardens who planted native Hawaiian plants 
without permission from DPR causing serious erosion.  DPR does trim back 10 feet from the sidewalk but 
leaves the remainder of the area unimproved.  They know feral pigs have been rooting and foraging and 
they are trying to find a comprehensive restoration project for the area.

Morikawa reported the concern about the trees to DPR, however, there are no plans to address the tree 
situation at this time.  Hammers explained the trees being so close to the fence brings the pigs and rats to 
the fence where patrons are and it blocks light from coming into the park at night so it is dark when they 
walk there.  When Hammers talked with Stanley Malama of DPR he suggested she air her concerns at 
the Neighborhood Board meeting so she has been coming regularly expressing her concerns about this
issue.  Kuo suggested Malama go to the site and see it and Morikawa offered to meet Malama and 
Hammers at the site to see the situation first hand.

3. Comfort Station at Wakahalulu Lane – A resident requested closing the station.  Per Bonnie Trustin, the
park being referred to is a passive park that abuts the back of Foster Botanical Gardens.  Derrick 
Miyasaki, who works at Foster Gardens, said the comfort station has been closed by Foster Gardens.

4. Flood mitigation for homes around 2215 Aulii Street – a resident requested diversion of the water flow to 
the storm drain on the Ewa side of Aulii.  DFM said an asphalt berm is not recommended because of the 
many driveways along Aulii Street. The berm can’t be built up very high at the driveways because it would 
only create more problems by concentrating the flow into the driveways.
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5. Metal plates in place for three years on North School – DFM said they received a complaint of a sink hole 
and when they investigated they found a broken drain line which was beyond their capability to repair so 
they contracted the work out to Ideal Construction.  They claim the plates that are in place are strong 
enough to hold any kind of vehicle that would drive over it.

6. Morikawa inquired about the status of the cement spill at Lanakila School and it was confirmed that the 
cement spill is still there.  

GOVERNOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: - Henry Oliva, Governor’s Representative, reported their newsletter has 
been distributed.  Following announcements were made:

1. January 17, 2007 is the opening of the 2007 legislative session. 

2. The Governor will be giving her State of the State address on January 22, 2007.

SENATOR SUZANNE CHUN OAKLAND – Natasha Wong, Assistant to Senator Chun Oakland, distributed a 
roster of House and Senate members and their committees.  Senator Chun Oakland invites everyone to the 
opening of the legislature January 17, 2007 in room 225 serving refreshments starting at noon.  Some of the 
anticipated issues will be: resources for affordable housing, sustainability initiatives to recycle, become energy 
self-sufficient; increase our local food supply and design our community and development using sustainable 
principles; provide families with long term care needs; and public education reform.  Please feel free to call them
at 586-6130.

REPRESENTATIVE CORINNE CHING - Ashley Ehrenreich, representing Representative Ching, invited everyone 
to attend the opening of the Legislature January 17, 2007 in Room 330 from noon to 2:00 p.m.  We will also have 
the first annual candle light tour of historic buildings including the American Cancer Society and Queen Emma 
Summer Palace on Friday, February 2 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Depending on how many people respond, we 
could have a second night tour as well.

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN ARAKAKI – was not present

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY – Iris Oda reported there was one main break in December on the 23rd at 414 
North School Street of an eight inch cast iron main that was 76 years old.  She distributed their 2007 water 
conservation calendar that goes to all Neighborhood Boards suggesting how to conserve water, one of Oahu’s 
most precious resources, and is illustrated by talented student artists who were chosen as winners in their water 
conservation poster contest last year.  This year’s calendar theme is xeriscaping – using certain plants that need 
a minimal amount of water.  The calendar is also available for the public by calling them or going to their website 
at www.boardofwatersupply.com.

Water Saving Tip:  Your tap can release up to three gallons per minute depending on your fixture, don’t let it run!
Low flow toilets use only 1.6 gallons per flush, as compared to the older ones that use 3.5 to 7 gallons.  Switch 
your old toilet out today, and take advantage of the low flow toilet rebate from BWS.  For more information, check 
out our website at www.boardofwatersupply.com and use the conservation pull down menu to get to our special 
programs and rebates section.

The concrete spill by Lanakila was drawn for Iris so she can go there and check whether the problem affects the 
Board of Water Supply.

Questions, answers and concerns:

Uehara asked for an update on the Liliha Street water main replacement project because the City is not going 
to resurface Liliha Street until your project is finished, specifically from School to Judd Streets.  Oda will call 
him with an update.

Morikawa announced that the Mayor invites everyone to his annual Prayer Service at Kawaiaha’o Church from 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Wednesday evening January 10, 2007.
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OLD BUSINESS: - None

NEW BUSINESS: - None

BOARD BUSINESS: - None

Chair’s Report: - None

Treasurer’s Report – None

Other Committee Reports  - None

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Submitted by:

Bonnie Trustin
Neighborhood Commission Staff


