
- 1 -

LILIHA/ PUUNUI/ ALEWA/ KAMEHAMEHA HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 14

                           c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 400  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
                                PHONE (808) 527-5749  FAX (808) 527-5760  INTERNET http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JULY 9, 2007
MAE’MAE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MEMBERS PRESENT: Wesley Fong, Loy Kuo, Madeline Lum (appointed at this meeting), Lester Matsumoto, 
Sesnita Moepono, Donald Nita, Karen Shishido, Ed Thompson, Claude Uehara, Dale White

MEMBERS ABSENT: Bob Stubbs

GUESTS: Sgt. R Ontiveros, Sgt. E. Yosemori, Maj. K. Kendro (Kalihi Police Department), Capt. P. Shimizu (Kuakini 
Fire Department), Henry Oliva (Governor’s Representative), Hubert Minn (Mayor’s Representative), Lydia Chock 
(Maluhia Hospital), Councilmember Rod Tam, Senator Susie Chun Oakland, Katie Churchey (from Representative 
Corinne Ching’s office), Iris Oda, Moani Wright (Board of Water Supply), Mark Kikuchi, (Chief Engineer, Kuakini 
Extension Project, Department of Transportation Services) Francis Nishiimura, (Community Coordinator, Kuakini 
Extension Project), Tom Oshiro, Martin Indocida, Peter Kwong, Willa Donnelly, Rodney Bactista, Henry Pang, Tom 
Oshiro, Larry Tran, Ha Nguyen, Jerry Felipe, Jim Takabashi, Kathleen Leisek, Gorge Marantz, Wayne Leonard, 
Lauren Oakland, Dionisio Felip, Geary Felipe, Juel Delipe, Bonnie Trustin (Neighborhood Commission Office Staff.)

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Fong at 7:08 p.m.

APPROVAL OF JUNE 18, 2007 MINUTES: The minutes were approved as circulated however written corrections 
will be submitted by Francis Nishimura and reflected in the next meeting minutes.

VACANCIES: There were no interested persons to fill the vacancies in the At Large seat and in Sub district 1
areas. Shishido nominated Madeline Lum to fill the Sub district 2 seat. Uehara moved and Shishido 
seconded the nominations be closed. Lum introduced herself as a retired government worker. Madeline Lum 
was elected by acclamation. 

The meeting took a break while Madeline Lum was given the Oath of Office.

NOMINATION FOR TREASURER: Moepono nominated Dale White for Treasurer. Moepono moved and 
Shishido seconded to close the nominations. White was elected by acclamation.

EMERGENCY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Honolulu Fire Department: Capt. Shimizu reported: 1) The statistics for June included 4 structure, 1 brush, 2 
rubbish, and 1 vehicle fire, 17 medical emergencies, no search and rescue and 13 miscellaneous calls. There were 
no major incidences. 2) Fire Safety Tip: Take time to childproof your homes, especially since children are on 
summer vacation. Check for potentially dangerous situations, i.e. electrical shock, accidental falls or poisoning from 
medications, cleaning fluids and houseplants. Keep matches and lighters in a safe place and out of the reach of 
small children.

Honolulu Police Department: Sgt. Ontiveros from the Kalihi Station reported 1) The statistics for June included:
74 arguments, 9 assaults, 32 burglaries, 1 DUI, 6 family offenses, 9 motor vehicle thefts, 75 motor vehicle 
collisions, 13 property damage, 2 robberies, 36 thefts and 15 UEMV. 2) A pedestrian fatality on Alaneo Street that 
involved a 76 year old female who was hit in the crosswalk by a car proceeding west on Kuakini Street and turned 
west on Alaneo Street. She was taken to Queens Hospital in critical condition. Alcohol, drugs and speed were not a 
factor; the cause was “lack of due care”. 3) Although burglaries doubled from May to June, HPD cleared a many 
burglaries and arrested a suspect so the statistics total should go down.

Maj. Kendro’s Kalihi beat covers Chinatown to the Pali Highway on the Diamond Headeast side and bordered by 
Ala Kapuna on the Ewa side. Overall things are good because crime is down across the board. Kalihi is a very 
dynamic and diverse community with all spectrums represented from residential housing to light industrial. 
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He explained that people can’t park within ten feet of a crosswalk. Call 911 when you see a parking violation to help 
the police officers bring in parking violations and moving citations; it can’t be done without the help of the citizens.

RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS:

Resident Oshiro reported that at the makai Waikiki corner of Liliha and Judd Streets, a stone wall creating a three 
to four foot drop from the sidewalk was torn down. Please fill in the area to help the blind residents in the 
neighborhood so they don’t fall into the ditch.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Update Of Kuakini Extension: Jeff Coehlo, Director of Customer Service, and the Mayor’s representative on the 
Kuakini Extension, thanked Senator Chun Oakland and Councilmember Rod Tam for their long term work on this 
project.

The City and the State made an agreement to get the Kuakini Extension built and in December of 2004 R.M. Towill
Corporation did an environmental assessment on the area that identified the following problems: 1) There is limited 
site distance for vehicles exiting on Keola Street. 2) The “Z” shape pattern for vehicles exiting Keola and turning on 
Kuakini. 3) There is limited distance between the intersections of Keola and Kuakini. 4) The risk to pedestrians at 
Lanakila Avenue and Keola Street. The environmental study recommended the preferred Alternative No. 1. 
Reading the entire study, it says that Alternative No. 2addresses the above problems with some minor changes, 
one of which is to address the radius necessary to negotiate a safe turn. 

Last year when the City and State discussed building the road, the only solution was a conveyance of land whereas 
in the past they could have used an easement. In October, 2006, the State Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) sent a proposal to the City asking if they would agree to be the reconveying agent. The City
would have the ability to reconvey the part of the parcel above the hospital and turn it into a parking structure. To 
do the road on the bottom, the State would build a retaining wall. It was hard for the City to be the “reconveying 
agent”, serve all the agreements of all the parties and be responsible for subdividing the property. By the time the 
City knew about the proposal and the complicated process, the end of the year was near and funds for some of that 
project lapsed December 31, 2006. Two weeks ago Coehlo met with Alan Smith, the new director of DLNR, to
discuss this issue and invited Nishimura to join them. Smith was cooperative and said the State would do what was 
necessary but they would not tell the City how to solve the problem. When Coehlo asked Smith if Alternative No. 1
was chosen would the City have to be the reconveying agency, Smith couldn’t guarantee that he could get the 
other parcels taken over.

For Alternative No. 1, the City doesn’t know if the conveyance can be done in a timely fashion. Coehlo estimates it 
will take one year to do all the conveyance documents and they would have to ask the City Council for the $3M to 
be put in the 2008-2009 Capitol Improvement Project (CIP) budget. For Alternative No. 2, Smith said they could get 
around the conveyance of third party to third party rather quickly because there is single land conveyance to the 
City, but with only $1M in the CIP fund they would have to submit a supplemental budget asking the City Council for 
$600,000 more. Both alternatives present some financial challenges to the City, both need to get the conveyance 
documents done and require four (4) foot sidewalks on both sides to accommodate current City standards. The City 
is not going to accept all the land because the maintanence, cost and upkeep don’t justify taking on the
responsibility.

Coehlo invited Kikuchi, Chief Engineer on this project, who came tonight to answer any questions. He said the DTS 
engineers feel that because of the speed, the straight line approach of Alternative No. 1 creates additional hazards 
and potential speeding problems while Alternative No. 2 creates a natural calming effect, slowing traffic down with 
the turn so now they prefer Alternative No. 2 and because of the land conveyance, they project this alternative can 
be completed in 24-28 months. The Mayor wants to know which alternative the community will choose.

Questions, answers and concerns:

1. Coehlo explained maintenance of the road and all the land around it has not been taken care of because of 
the jurisdictional confrontation between the State and City for the last 35 years, however, he wants to get a 
solution for this corner tonight. The City will be responsible for maintaining the curb, putting in sidewalks 
and landscaping. Some of the land will remain in State custody.
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2. The sidewalk coming down from Hala Drive is on land that is adjoining the road. Resident Bactista supports 
Alternative No. 1 because it would be faster going straight through (the intersection).

3. Coehlo presented projected time lines: Alternative No. 1 would take three to five years, while Alternative 
No. 2 would take 24-28 months depending on the land conveyance. The money can be encumbered by the 
end of this year for Alternative No. 2 as long as they can get community input and make a decision by the 
end of July, 2007. 

4. Kikuchi reported the walls are the same on both projects because of the grade. They can use part of the old 
design and the previous soil report for Alternative No. 2.

5. Coehlo reported Alternative No. 2 would not block the drivers’ view going around the corners because there 
will only be light shrubbery and grass will be in the area.

6. A resident’s request to install a speed bump for either project would require a request for more funding
since it was not part of the original plan.

7. For residents on Keola Drive, Alternative No. 1 will create a private lane for all six residents and Alternative 
No. 2 will have a dead end at the driveways of six people, three of whom will still have as much traffic flow 
as they have now.

8. The basic facts for both projects are: Alternative No. 1 is projected to cost $3M involving land conveyance 
to multiple parties; Alternative No. 2 is projected to cost $1.6-1.8 M, involving a single land conveyance to 
the City. Both projects have $1M encumbered until December 31, 2007.

9. The City doesn’t derive revenue from speeding citations; it goes to the State department. 
10. Coehlo responded to Kuo that DLNR and the City spent a long time getting a three way reconveyance of 

the property. DLNR wants the City to do this and the City wants the State, who is the owner, to subdivide 
the property. The subdivision and reconveyance of the upper strip of the property is being transferred to 
Maluhia Hospital and will be converted into a parking lot. The City would take the roadway and the State 
would maintain the bottom section below for the retaining wall. Kuo suggested completion of Alternative No. 
1 be in two phases since there is only $1M of the $3M available. They could build the first phase with a little 
more on the bottom and finish the second phase when we have more money. Coehlo researched this idea 
and found the City can parcel it into two projects and encumber the $1M which could be used for 
reconveyance fees, land court, and preliminary engineering on signals.

11. Moepono reported she was part of the negotiations with Claude Uehara of Councilmember Tam’s office;
unfortunately no representative from the Department of Transportation attended the meetings. The 
conveyance to Hawaii Health Systems Corporation (HHSC) was going to be made directly from State 
money and they didn’t even need an executive order; Nishimura could attest to that. The laws allow DLNR 
to convey to any state agency, so she doesn’t understand why was it reconveying to the City. Coehlo will 
send her the memo that explains this.

12. Vice Chair Fong asked the community to discuss Alternative No. 1 and agreed to have Nishimura represent 
them with the consent of the concerned residents present and his report follows: 

DTS has proposed a new Alternative and in the next six months they say they can do what they haven’t 
been able to accomplish in the last six years. Although the new alternative was rejected, they propose they 
can now make it good for everyone. We have made no progress through the years listening to these kinds
of assertions from DTS, which is supported by our past Chair’s testimony last month. The community has 
had enough distractions and delays. DTS said the bends in the road for Alternative No. 2would help slow 
down traffic but the winding, calming device installed on Kihapai Street in Kailua was a nuisance and a 
hazard. The objectives and policies of the City and County’s 1992 General Plan stated in DTS’
Environmental Assessment are clear: “To create a transportation system that will enable people and goods 
to move safely, efficiently and at a reasonable cost; offer a variety of attractive and convenient modes of 
travel; and improve roads in existing communities to reduce congestion and eliminate unsafe conditions."
However, DTS’ proposed new alternative is feeble in promoting efficiency, convenience and reducing 
congestion while raising safety concerns and adversely impacting residents. The alternative chosen will 
affect the public for generations to come. Cost is not an issue as the project was already justified and 
received full funding for the preferred alternative. We must choose the alternative best for the community; 
the preferred alternative is supported by our community, the new alternative is not. 

Nishimura read a letter from Lorraine Robinson, President of the Kalihi-Palama Community Council (KPCC) 
written to Councilmember Rod Tam and copied to Mayor Hannemann and Jeff Coehlo expressing the 
support by her organization for the preferred alternative. They adopted this project several years ago and 
their planning council has determined that Alternative 2, does not adequately address the issues the project 
is seeking to remediate. Therefore, KPCC earnestly requested the assistance of Councilmember Tam in 
expediting the completion of Alternative No. 1 which has the full support of our community.
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13.Councilmember Tam reported working on the Kuakini Extension since he chaired the Liliha Neighborhood 
Board in 1979. Currently the City is overloaded with debts from the previous administration and he has 
experienced how difficult it was to get the capitol improvement monies he needed for his district; he even 
had to turn people away who needed funding. So if the community wants Alternative No. 1, they will have to 
work together to make it happen. He strongly suggested the City not be the conveyance agent; this is State 
land and the State is pushing it on the City. The wall on the side of Lanakila Health Center must be 
restructured to go forward so the State has to take an active role to make everything proper to proceed and 
it will cost over $1M to fix. Tam asked that a letter from the Board be sent requesting the State follow 
through with the conveyance of the land, not only for what the City needs on the straight roadway, but also 
for the State Attorney General’s office to pass it on to the other agency administratively and Maluhia 
Hospital will take part of it. He felt the majority of attendees wanted Alternative No. 1 so he asked the 
assistance of the community with the conditions mentioned to plan a strategy. The project will take three to 
five years; but he leaves the City Council in three years because Council term limits prevent him from
running again. 

Moepono moved, on the basis of the overwhelming support of the audience tonight for Alternative No. 1, to 
support Alternative No. 1 which will be expressed to the Mayor and Melvin Kaku, Director of the 
Department of Transportation Services, by letter from the Liliha/Puunui/Alewa/Kamehameha Heights Board 
seconded by White.

Discussion ensued. 1) Vice-Chair Fong took an unofficial vote of the residents present, requested by a Board 
member, and all were in favor of Alternative No.1. 2) Coehlo reported that if citizens support Alternative # 2 and it 
was submitted to the Council in January, it would be approved in June. DTS would list a Kuakini Extension project 
as a highly rated project for funding among the others they are considering. 3) Councilmember Tam reported the 
land cannot be sold or sub divided because it is owned by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA).

The Board Adopted Unanimously the motion to advise by mail the Mayor and Director of the Department of 
Transportation Services of the community’s choice of Alternative No. 1 for the Kuakini Extension Project
(10-0-0).

Update On Road Safety Audit: Mark Kikuchi reported there were five intersections on which DTS was asked by 
the Liliha Neighborhood Board to do ITE audits; they cannot do anything about Liliha and Vineyard Boulevard and 
Liliha and School streets because they are controlled by the State. The other three intersections, Liliha and Judd 
streets, Nuuanu Avenue and Kuakini Street and Liliha and Kuakini streets, are signalized so they can only adjust 
the timing. He asked residents for more specific information so DTS can more clearly understand what is needed at 
the intersections in question.

Questions, answers and concerns:

1. Vice-Chair Fong asked Moepono to give Kikuchi the information of the specific needs of the three
intersections after the meeting.

2. Kuo was concerned that the two intersections are controlled by the State. They have a Traffic Signal 
Maintenance agreement with the City to maintain the signals; the State Management Center is in charge of 
the timing and has the personnel to do the maintenance. Kikuchi reported that Traffic Signal Maintenance 
Supervisor, Ty Fukumitsu, looked at the crossing and signal timing and assured him the timing was already 
adjusted. Kuo asked Kikuchi to verify the pedestrian counts because many times decisions are not 
subjective. Kikukchi noted time adjustments delay traffic by trying to get the slowest pedestrian across the 
street. They have cameras at these intersections. When Moepono advised Kikuchi that many elderly use 
these intersections, he reported that to adjust the timing they take pedestrian counts at schools and 
churches to know the kind of population using the crosswalks.

3. Kuo suggested DTS do an Institute of Engineering (ITE) safety audit because they have trained 
professionals and equipment to do scientific investigations of intersections. There are low cost measures 
they can take such as straighten and/or replace faded signs; restripe a crosswalk, replace non-working 
crosswalk buttons and observe the intersections at night for intensity requirements for brightness.

4. Moepono is concerned about the crosswalk timing especially at Liliha and Judd streets which is heavily 
used by the elderly because there is no button to push to give pedestrians a green light. Kikuchi said the 
crosswalks have been set to three and one/half feet per second. They take surveys at schools and 
churches at different times to see how many pedestrians and what ages are using the crosswalks. They try 
to create balance between the time for crossing without slowing down traffic too much. He said he would let 
Moepono know when the last survey was taken.
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5. Kikuchi was advised that there are people who are blind crossing at the intersections of Kuakini and Liliha 
streets and Kuakini Street and Nuuanu Avenue.

6. Nitta reported that he doesn’t begin crossing the street when the light is flashing red because at that point 
there isn’t enough time to make it to the other side.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES:

Vice-Chair Fong asked that the agenda go out of order because Minn, making the Mayor’s Representative report, 
needed to leave early. There was no objection by the Board.

Mayor’s Representative - Hubert Minn presented Debbie Morikawa’s report, who was not in attendance,
answering last month’s questions.

 The Kuakini Extension project update was presented by Jeff Coehlo earlier tonight.

 The Department of Transportation (DOT) works with HPD on the task force assigned to evaluate and make 
recommendations regarding pedestrian safety. 

 The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) contacted the contractor, All Quality Builders, for a bid to 
replace the playground slide at Alewa Park. The hole in the slide was patched but it fell out. Unfortunately 
there is only one contractor who does this kind of work so it will take 45 days to replace the slide; All 
Quality Builders will try to take care of the situation as soon as they can.

 On Saturday, July 14, the Mayor has invited everyone to a kick-off conference for the City’s Transit 
Program at Leeward Community College. Expert speakers from Portland will give their experience with the 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) program so Honolulu citizens can learn the benefits of TODs. Please 
call 429-3313 to RSVP as soon as possible so they know how many refreshments to provide.

 Residents were reminded to call in their concerns as soon as possible to 523-4381 and within ten days 
they will get a response from his Customer Service Department; or go to the City’s website at 
www.honolulu.gov, go to “Government” and then click on “Online Services” and “Have a problem to 
report?” and under that you can report whatever you are experiencing so you don’t have to wait until the 
next neighborhood board meeting.

The meeting resumed the regular order of the meeting Agenda.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) - Iris Oda and Moani Wright, from the Communications Office, reported there were 
was no main breaks in June. Yesterday on North School Street between Kamehameha IV Road and Kauikiki
streets there was a break that was fixed by 5:15 a.m. this morning. The BWS announcements were: 1) Oahu has
experienced a drier than normal winter rainfall but unlike other islands, they do not have to rely on surface water or 
catchment systems that react quickly to rainfall, however, in the summer we see a spike in water usage so please 
use the water you need but do not waste so if we need to conserve in the future we have more of a reserve on 
which to rely. 2) Be careful during this brush fire season because it puts a strain on our water reserves affecting the 
fire department and also our water reserves. 3) On Saturday, August 4, 2007, the Friends of the Halawa Xeriscape 
Gardens and the BWS will sponsor the 19th annual Unthirsty Plant Sale at Halawa Xeriscape Gardens with garden 
tours, plant sales and more. Xeriscaping saves you money using 30% to 80% less for your water consumption. For 
more information call the Board of Water Supply at 748-5041. 4) Reminded residents to use alternate routes at the 
end of this month when the Liliha Water Improvement project will be cutting the street on the second lane from the 
curb on the east side of the street between Judd and Liliha. 

Questions, answers and concerns:

1. Councilmember Tam explained the contractural policy for work done by BWS is to wait one year before 
resurfacing the street; currently this affects water lines on Alewa Drive. After the street is patched they wait 
to see if there are further problems with the water line and/or the street doesn’t sink or crack when it was 
patched so they don’t have to resurface the street over again.

2. Kuo requested the BWS contractor be extra vigilant around the corner of Liliha and Bates covering up big 
holes and make smooth transitions in the concrete for the safety of the blind residents in the neighborhood.
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Councilmember Rod Tam –Councilmember Tam discussed the following:

 He will submit a Request for a Proposal (RFP) to the Mayor regarding Kuo’s request about the sidewalk. A 
City and County ordinance states the responsibility of the sidewalk adjacent to a land owner’s property is 
shared responsibility 50/50 with the City and the property owner with both being liable. The administration 
will usually ask the land owner to fill in the sidewalk to make it safer.

 Since the reorganization of the City Council, Tam is Chair of the Zoning Committee which oversees all land 
usage – zoning changes or variances and he is Vice-Chair for Intergovernmental Affairs.

 Tam feels a liaison from the Neighborhod Board and the community is needed to organize a strategy for 
the future regarding the Kuakini Street Extension and create alliances between the community and 
government. He wants the financial burden for the project to be 50% for the City for public use and 50% for 
the State.

 Tam sits on the Executive Matters and the Budget Committees, the Transportation and Public Works 
Committee concerned with mass transit and he will advise when there is information to report, and the 
Planning and Sustainability Committee.

 The Mayor will give long awaited funds of $10 M to his District No. 6 from Kalihi to Makiki for road 
maintenance for road resurfacing and reconstruction.

 His office is working on a resolution addressing bicyclists who ride on the sidewalks and do not pay
attention to pedestrians who have to jump out of the way to avoid being hit. It will ask the Honolulu Police 
Department to start ticketing bicycle riders when appropriate and the Hawaii Bicycle League to have 
classes to teach bicyclers how to ride safely, including on the sidewalks.

 Money has been budgeted to fix the fence at Alewa Heights Park and his office is awaiting its release.

 Illegal parking at Lanakila Avenue and Kuakini streets should be reported immediately to the police, or call 
his office if you don’t like to call the police department yourself, so the cars can be identified and tagged.

Governor’s Report –Henry Oliva was not present but the Governor’s report was distributed.

Senator Chun Oakland –Senator Chun Oakland was present earlier and her report was distributed.

Representative Corinne Ching – Katie Churchey reported the following for Representative Ching’s office: 1) On 
July 10, tomorrow, the legislature will reconvene for a special session; the Governor has until midnight to decide 
her vote on the bills. 2) She distributed the booklets from HECO on emergency preparedness. 3) The “I Love Liliha 
Festival” will be on August 25, 2007. Katie is the person to contact at 586-9419. 4) Corrections to last month’s 
minutes: On page 10 Representative Ching’s Questions No. 2 mentioning the “Henry Bill Building” should have 
been listed as the “Henry Ho Building” and on page 1 spell “Representative Corinne Ching’s office” “Corinne”.
(Upon further research it was found to have been spelled correctly).  5) Ching’s office has made two requests to 
BWS to fill Liliha potholes; it is hard for them to determine when they can work on the whole street but they will fill 
the worst holes as soon as possible.

Announcements:

Board members Matsuoka, Fong, Nitta, Thompson, White and Uehara volunteered to be at the Neighborhood 
Commission booth for the “I Love Liliha Festival” August 25, 2007.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Submitted by:

Bonnie Trustin
Neighborhood Assistant


