
NUUANU/PUNCHBOWL NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 12 ______________________
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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES (DRAFT)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2007
PAUOA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Paula Kurashige called the meeting to order at 7:21 p.m. with a quorum of eight 
present.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mason Aiona, James Bannan, Al Canopin, Jr., Richard Carreira (7:26 p.m.), Heather 
Crislip, Jay Fidell, Paula Kurashige, Phil Nerney and Jack Schweigert.

MEMBERS ABSENT: John Harrison (excused), Audrey Hidano (excused), Patricia Jones (excused), Bob Tom 
(excused), Wendy Ogawa and Sylvia Young.

VACANCIES: None.

GUESTS: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Representative Corinne Ching, Gail Haraguchi (Deputy Director, 
Department of Enterprise Services, Mayor Mufi Hannemann's representative); Shawn Hamamoto 
(Councilmember Rod Tam's Office staff), Capt. Wendell Soo (Honolulu Fire Department), Maj. Randy 
Macadangdang, Lt. Norman Kau and Sgt. Damien Barr (District 1, Honolulu, Honolulu Police Department); Lt. 
Robert Chinen and Sgt. Sam Fontanilla (District 5, Kalihi, Honolulu Police Department); Iris Oda, Barry Uragawa 
and Moani Wright-Van Alst (Board of Water Supply), Riley Hakoda (Punchbowl Beautification project), Cliff 
Slater (HonoluluTraffic.com), Robin Foster (Craigside Retirement Residence), Paul Smith, and K. Russell Ho 
(Neighborhood Commission Office staff).  Eleven people did not sign in.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) - Capt. Wendell Soo reported: 1) 12 structure and 2 brush fires; 38 medical 
and 3 miscellaneous emergencies. 2) Community Relations - A) The National Fire Protection Association has 
selected "Practice Your Escape Plan" as the theme for Fire Prevention Week, which will be on October 7 - 13, 
2007. Signs will be displayed at all fire stations and demonstrations will be conducted at various schools and 
shopping centers around the island. The 2007 Fire Fighter's Safety Guide will also be distributed to all 
elementary schools. B) In addition, HFD would like to remind the community that provisions of the traffic code 
regulating the operation, parking and standing of vehicles do not apply to emergency vehicles responding to 
emergencies, provided the driver of the vehicle sounds a siren, bell or exhaust whistle and displays a lighted red 
lamp. These warning devices help to ensure the safety of the public as well as the safety of the emergency 
responder. Please refer to the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, Traffic Code, Section 15-4.4, located at 
http://www.honolulu.gov/refs/roh/15al_9.htm for further information.

Comments followed. Smith expressed his concern about the numerous calls every month of emergency vehicles 
responding to emergencies at Hale Ho Aloha at 2670 Pacific Heights Road.  Recently, there were 17 calls, with 
two responders per call.  Smith suggested not to put elderly homes in residential areas and not to 
respond with big trucks with loud alarms.  Capt. Soo replied that in an emergency, response time is critical and 
calls will go to HFD and Emergency Medical Services (EMS).

(7:26 p.m.) Carreira arrived, making nine members present.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) - Sgt. Damien Barr, District 1 - Honolulu, reported: 1) 0 robberies, 4 
burglaries, 18 Unauthorized Entry into a Motor Vehicle (UEMV), 7 auto thiefs, 2 assaults, 6 property damage, 45 
motor vehicle collisions (MVC), 1 driving under the influence (DUI), 0 sex offenses, 4 family offenses, 0 drug 
offenses, 1 graffiti and 97 miscellaneous service calls.

Comments followed. 1) Smith reported partying and littering on September 6 at 4:09 p.m.  He called 9-1-1 and 
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offered to be a witness, but no one followed up and the litter was still there the next morning. HPD responded 
they will cite if witnessed and that 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. island-wide is the busiest time for the third watch. 2) 
Aiona offered two compliments for incidents in the last three weeks.

Sgt. Sam Fontanilla, District 5 - Kalihi, introduced Lt. Robert Chinen and reported: 1) Unauthorized Entry into a 
Motor Vehicle (UEMV)s should decrease due to a few arrests at the Pali lookout.  HPD advised not to put 
valuables in plain view in your vehicle.

Comments followed. 1) Fidell was concerned about people sleeping in the woods. HPD will do a "clean up" with 
the State Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 2) Someone reported that during the morning
rush hour, drivers are making an illegal left turn on Nuuanu Pali Drive; and requested HPD enforcement. 3) 
Nerney was concerned about dogs barking. 4) Bannan complimented HPD for checking out the identification of 
"suspicious-looking people," who were his friends and relatives. 5) Fidell thanked the City for the new 
Neighborhood Watch sign.  The Neighborhood Watch program is administered by Sgt. Fabian Mata. 6) Chair 
Kurashige requested the monitoring of parking at 3245 Pali Highway.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS/ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Residents’ Concerns - 1) Nerney reported at 125 Park Place, the sewer line was backed up. 2) Fidell 
mentioned Nu'uanu's aging infrastructure of potholes, street signs and bridges and stated that the City has not 
done anything. Vice Chair Canopin suggested that Fidell provide documentation with specific locations where 
potholes, poor signage, etc. are located and he will follow up with action. Canopin said he will work with Shawn 
Hamamoto of Councilmember Tam's office, and with Gail Haraguchi from the City Administration. Chair 
Kurashige mentioned that Fidell made a video in July 2005 of the aging infrastructure in the Nu'uanu/Punchbowl 
Neighborhood Board No. 12 district. Fidell said he gave it to the Mayor and added that the City has not done 
anything since then.  Haraguchi suggested that Fidell document each location. 

PRESENTATIONS: (8:00 p.m.)

Alternatives to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project (HHCTCP) - Cliff Slater opposed the 
proposed rail system because of 1) the cost, estimated at $6 billion or $26,000 per family of four and 2) the 
traffic congestion will be worst.  The Minimal Operable Segment (MOS) would cost $3.6 billion and to add the 
University of Hawaii (UH) at Manoa and Waikiki spurs, it would cost $6 billion.  At www.honolulutraffic.com, he 
proposed elevated, reversible High Occupancy and Toll (HOT) lanes. In Boston the "Big Dig" started at $2.6 
billion and is now up to $14.8 billion.  It is estimated that 90,000 new homes are planned for West Oahu by 
2030. Slater wants the Neighborhood Board to pass a resolution in its own words to oppose rail. U.S. Senator 
Inouye said that $1 billion for repairing the wastewater treatment system would bankrupt Honolulu. Nerney 
commented that if Honolulu had decided on a rail system in the 1990s, it would have cost less and the Federal 
and State governments would have picked up more of the costs. Slater continued that the period from 1890 to 
1910 was the height of rail/electric street cars. Automobiles and buses took over in the 1920s, leading to more 
congestion. Since the 1990s more money is going into rail. Slater will return next month, when Panos 
Prevedouros, a University of Hawaii (UH) professor and Pat Lee, a consultant with the HHCTCP, are scheduled 
to speak.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS/ELECTED OFFICIALS: (Continued)

Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s representative - Gail Haraguchi distributed the Mayor's newsletters and reported: 
1) Regarding the three bridges in Nuuanu, the Kimo Street Bridge and Pelekane Street Bridge were last 
inspected in April 2006. Wood Street Bridge was last inspected in May 2004. This bridge was assessed to be in 
fair condition and work is not currently planned. The next inspection for Kimo Street Bridge and Pelekane Street 
Bridge will be sometime in 2008.  Inspection of Wood Street Bridge is pending availability of funds. For the Kimo
Street Bridge, Department of Design and Construction (DDC) is in the process of contracting consultant services 
to do bridge rehabilitation. For the Pelekane Street Bridge, DDC has engaged the services of a consultant to do 
bridge seismic retrofit design.  Construction is to follow design, pending availability of funds. 2) Regarding the 
damaged wall reported by Paul Smith, DDC has determined that the wall, located across from 2670 Pacific 
Heights Road is City-owned. Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) has contacted Structural Systems, Inc. 
asking them to repair the wall, but to date, they have been unresponsive.  DFM is now working with Corporation 
Counsel regarding a demand letter to be sent to Structural Systems, Inc. requiring repairs to the City wall. 3) 
Regarding concerns reported last month by John Harrison - A) The speed limit signs at Morgan's Corner will be 
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fabricated and installed within two weeks. B) The graffiti will be scheduled for removal when resources permit.
C) Seventy bags of various contents were removed from the Morgan’s Corner area and other locations along 
Nuuanu Pali Drive on August 29.  D)  The City has no plans to resurface Old Pali Road at this time. The section 
of Old Pali Road, from Nuuanu Pali Drive to its end, was last resurfaced in September 2002. It is listed in 
generally good condition and was last evaluated in June 2006. A deteriorated area was noted on Nuuanu Pali 
Drive. Patch work will be scheduled as resources permit. 4) The pothole hotline is 768-7777. Division of Road 
Maintenance will send the pothole crew to patch the potholes. 5) The Monkey pod trees within Booth Park were 
recently inspected by a supervisor of the Division of Urban Forestry (DUF), Department of Parks and 
Recreation. These trees do require some pruning. However, there are no branches that appear to pose an 
immediate public safety concern.  DUF anticipates performing tree maintenance by October 2007, to remove 
watersprouts and low branches. In addition, these trees are included in a tree maintenance contract proposed in 
Fiscal Year 2008.  General tree maintenance is anticipated to be performed in early 2008. On September 4, 
2007, the supervisor apprised Mr. Aiona of the findings and the anticipated tree work. 6) Haraguchi distributed 
flyers announcing the Discover Recycling Fair will be from Thursday, September 20 through Saturday, 
September 22 at the Neal Blaisdell Arena and the Mayor's 21st Century Ahupua'a Sustainability Plan and the 
Mayor's Energy & Sustainability Task Force are at www.honolulu.gov/mayor/ahupuaa/plan.htm.

Comments followed. 1) Nerney was concerned about Dowsett Highlands.  Haraguchi responded the subdivision 
application for these parcels has been granted tentative approval on May 19, 2006.  The applicant has 
submitted construction plans for the required subdivision improvements.  The plans are being reviewed by the 
pertinent agencies.  Upon approval of the plans by these agencies and the Director of Department of Planning 
and Permitting (DPP), construction may commence. Nerney wanted City officials to meet with Neighborhood 
Board about Dowsett Highlands. It was explained that for other Neighborhood Boards' requests for a City 
representative to come to a Board meeting, the reply was that they were under-staffed and did not have 
personnel to work overtime, but they have responded to concerns in writing.  Haraguchi will try to get someone 
to come out. 2) Resident Paul Smith announced that October 1 is the deadline to file for the real property tax 
homeowner's exemption. Haraguchi added that this will be publicized at the Senior Fair on Saturday, September 
22 at the Neal Blaisdell Center with the Discover Recycling Fair. 3) Bannan asked, "If there is a large number of
buildings or residences being built on a piece of property, is the Neighborhood Board informed and if so, how 
many buildings or residences is it before they are informed?" Haraguchi would follow up. 

Councilmember Rod Tam - Shawn Hamamoto distributed Councilmember Tam's newsletter and reported: 1) 
On the repaving of Lusitana Street, DDC reported that the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) aspect will 
delay the project to June 2008.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) - Iris Oda reported 1) Two water main breaks - on August 12 on Puowaina 
Drive and on August 30 on Nu'uanu Pali Drive. 2) GENERAL WATER ANNOUNCEMENTS: Summer 
Conservation Efforts Update: The BWS thanks the community for its summer conservation efforts.  Due to this 
and some much-needed rain, BWS pumped less water this summer, pumping an average of 159 million gallons 
of water a day between May 24 and August 15, compared to 164 million gallons of water a day last year.  The 
BWS asks for continued vigilance in conservation efforts.  "Use what you need, but do not waste it."  3) The 
BWS information session for Neighborhood Board members is set for Saturday, October 27, from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. at the Halawa Xeriscape Garden, 99-1268 Iwaena Street.  This session will cover topics such as the 
history of water on Oahu, watershed management and how construction projects are done.  Plus, on a "first 
come, first served" basis, neighborhood board members will have an opportunity to tour the Halawa Shaft, one 
of Oahu’s underground aquifers.  For more information or to RSVP, please call Moani Wright-Van Alst at 748-
5319 or email her at mwright-vanalst@hbws.org. 4) Regarding the fire hydrants, the concerns were given to the 
Construction section for follow up and response.

Nu'uanu Dam report - Barry Uragawa reported on the inspections and offered some recommendations. The 
BWS does not use the water, but the half-filled reservoir is for flood control and fishing.  The water level is 25 to 
30 feet deep, less than one-half full. In March 2006 (after the 40+ days of rain), there was flooding in Manoa and 
at the University of Hawaii (UH). In Nu'uanu the water never reached the height of the flow way.

BWS wants to give the Nu'uanu Dam back to the DLNR, which is responsible for dam inspections in Hawaii and 
the Dam Break analysis. Uragawa mentioned that BWS will remove 125 trees and vegetation by the end of the 
year, and an Emergency Action Plan was on file with Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). Fidell 
had four questions - How often does BWS inspect the dam? Does BWS have a regular maintenance schedule? 
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Why not build a concrete dam? Uragawa replied because of the cost. Can someone mow the grass? Uragawa
would follow up.

(9:12 p.m.) Six BWS people and Mayor's representative Haraguchi left the meeting.

Governor Linda Lingle’s representative - No representative present.

Legislators:

Senator Carol Fukunaga - No representative present, but her newsletter was distributed.

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland - Senator Chun Oakland had earlier distributed a letter from the Department 
of Health (DOH) regarding pandemic flu and a Children and Youth Day flyer.

Representative Sylvia Luke - No representative present.

Representative Corinne W.L. Ching - Representative Ching had earlier distributed her Neighborhood Board 
No. 12 Report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Craigside Retirement Residence Update - Robin Foster, Planning Consultant, last visited the Board in 
November 2006. To date, 82 couples signed up. Craigside will apply for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for 
special needs elderly housing and expect to be finished by March 2008. It will be a free standing condo with 
units ranging from $150,000 to $350,000, from studios to units for couples. It would be operated by Arcadia.

(8:21 p.m.) Robin Foster and six people left the meeting.

Punchbowl Beautification Project Update - Riley Hakoda reported meeting with the Veterans Administration 
to present his proposal of a Visitors Center outside of Punchbowl.  This "Plan B" would free space for more 
burial plots and extend the useful life of Punchbowl by 20 years.  He also spoke with Jon Yoshimura of U.S. 
Senator Daniel Akaka's office. (Senator Akaka chairs the Veterans Affairs Committee.)  He contacted State 
Senator Carol Fukunaga about the R.L. Stevenson Intermediate School Clean Up. State Adjutant General 
Robert Lee was non-committal, but Hakoda will work with him.

Comments followed. 1) Vice Chair Canopin commented the Papakolea Community Association was concerned 
if the land belonged to the Department of Hawaiian Homes Lands (DHHL). Hakoda replied the five acres is 
adjacent to the DHHL land. He will follow up with the Papakolea Community Association. 2) Chair Kurashige 
was concerned about the graffiti on the side of Punchbowl. Vice Chair Canopin reported the graffiti was on 
private property and the owners are in Taiwan.  Chair Kurashige wanted to contact the Outdoor Circle.  Carreira 
said to do nothing, because when the construction is finished, the graffiti will be covered.

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO) Citizen Advisory Committee - Fidell suggested naming 
resident Paul Smith as OMPO representative; Chair Kurashige deferred this item to the next meeting.

Fidell moved to adjourn.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Board of Education (BOE) - The following Board members volunteered to be liaison representatives as 
follows: 1) Schweigert volunteered for Pauoa Elementary School. 2) Fidell volunteered for Nu'uanu Elementary 
School. 3) Carreira volunteered for Kawananakoa Middle School.

Hawaii 2050 Sustainability Summit - No Board member volunteered to attend the Summit on Summit on 
Saturday, September 22.

APPROVAL OF AUGUST 21, 2007 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: This item was deferred to the next 
meeting.

TREASURER'S REPORT: This item was deferred to the next meeting.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

 The Hawaii 2050 Sustainability Summit is scheduled for on Saturday, September 22, 2007 at the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa's Coral Ballroom, 2005 Kalia Road, Waikiki, from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

 The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 16, 2007, at 7:15 p.m., at the Pauoa 
Elementary School cafeteria.

 The Pauoa Elementary School is announcing their Craft Fair on Saturday, October 27.  A booth in the 
cafeteria would cost $30.00.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 p.m.

Submitted by: 
K. Russell Ho
Neighborhood Assistant

Reviewed by: 
Paula Kurashige, Chair
and Jack Schweigert, Secretary/Treasurer


