
NUUANU/ PUNCHBOWL NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 12 .

                    c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 400  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
                               PHONE (808) 527-5749  FAX (808) 527-5760  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2007
PAUOA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Canopin called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  The packets for each Board member 
containing reports of the emergency service agencies and legislators, and other items necessary to complete 
the evening’s agenda were distributed prior to beginning of the meeting. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mason Aiona, Dean Asahina, Jim Bannan, Al Canopin Jr., Richard Carreira, Heather 
Mullins Crislip, Audrey Hidano, James Marn, Paula Kurashige, Philip Nerney, Wendy Ogawa, Sylvia Young.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jay Fidell. 

VACANCIES: Vacancy – Subdistrict 1; Vacancy – Subdistrict 2.

GUESTS: R. Hakoda, C. Lao, Katie Churchey (Rep Corinne Ching’s ofc), Sgt. Yau Chan, Sgt. Alan Togami, Sgt. 
S. Fontanilla, Luke Estes (Prospect Prop.), Tom Schnell (PBR Hawaii), Fabrizio Medoki (PAI. Inc.), Hannah 
Wong (PAI Inc.), Iris Oda (BWS), Sen. Suzie Chun Oakland (State Senate), Vanessa Matautia (Neighborhood 
Commission Office staff). 

HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT AND THE HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT

Honolulu Fire Department: Captain gave the following report: 

1. Statistics for the month of April 2007: There was 1 structure and 1 vehicle fire.  There were 40 medical 
emergencies, 1 search and rescue and 7 miscellaneous phone calls.  No major incidents were reported 
as well as any unusual incidents.

2. Fire Safety Tip:  Prepare a fire escape plan.  Map out your escape routes with at least two ways out of 
each room.  Designate a location outside of the house where everyone can meet.  Know where the 
closest phone is located to call 911. 

Honolulu Police Department, District 1: Sgt. Chan introduced Sgt. Togami as a new Sergeant in the area and 
gave the following report-

Statistics for the month of April 2007:  There were 10 burglaries, 6 unauthorized entries into motor vehicles, 7 
auto thefts, 10 property damage cases, 40 motor vehicle collisions, 3 DUI’s, 1 sex offense, 1 drug offense, 4 
graffiti cases and 52 miscellaneous phone calls.

Questions, comments and concerns: 

1. Aiona welcomed Sgt. Togami to the area and questioned about the law relating to dirt bikes on public 
streets.  He stated that a neighbor would drive the bike up and down the street after washing it down in 
order to dry it and after stating to the neighbor that it was illegal, wrote down the license plate.  Sgt. 
Chan reported that it is illegal to ride a dirt bike without a license on public roads since it must be 
registered.  Aiona also congratulated HPD on the 75th Anniversary.

2. Mullins-Crislip questioned about low flying helicopters in Pauoa valley.  Sgt. Chan questioned if they 
were a certain color but Mullins-Crislip stated that she did not see what color of the 

3. A resident stated that his motorcycle had recently been stolen and question what HPD was doing to stop 
chop shops.  He also stated that after researching, Hawaii is at the top of the list for motorcycles stolen.  
Sgt. Chan stated that the theft of his motorcycle was more than likely given to a beat officer who was 
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then transferred over to the theft division.  He stated that resident should follow up with the appropriate 
contact person but reported that many motorcycle theft cases go unsolved. 

Honolulu Police Department, District 5: Sgt. Fontanilla gave the following report:

Statistics for the month of April 2007:  There were 8 arguments, 3 assaults, 5 burglaries, 1 family offense, 6 
motor vehicle thefts, 27 motor vehicle collisions, 3 property damage cases, 1 sex offense, 3 thefts and 18 
Unauthorized entries into a motor vehicle.

Questions, comments and concerns: 

1. Kurashige questioned about the following concerns:  a) helicopters flew over Nuuanu valley and 
questioned if they could fly higher. b)  Kurashige questioned whether a drug bust happened on the past 
Thursday near Laimi and Park.  She stated that she saw what possible was a plain clothed officer but 
was not sure.  Sgt. Fontanilla reported that he did not have specifics and would check on this for the 
next meeting.  c)  A portion of the Saint Stevens church rock wall was missing and questioned if it was 
due to racing up the Pali Highway.

2. Nerney reported that there was a stripped car that sat on Park Street in Nuuanu and questioned about 
its whereabouts because it was not a common site in the area.  He also stated that graffiti was becoming 
more prevalent in the area and believed it was the work of several groups that would walk through from 
one end to the other.  Nerney also reported that a resident in his neighborhood has a dog that does not 
ever seem to stop barking and questioned what recourse private residents have in dealing with barking 
dogs.  Sgt. Fontanilla reported the Humane Society is the agency in which regulates barking and may be 
able to fine the resident if actions are not taken.

BIRTHDAY RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION FOR NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD MEMBERS:
James Marn and Audrey Hidano.  Chair Canopin deferred this item until the end of the meeting.

Approval of the Regular meeting minutes for, 2007 Board meeting –Marn moved and was seconded by 
Nerney to approve the minutes with no objections and two abstaining and the following changes:

 Page 1, under members absent, include “Jim Bannan”.  

 Page 3, under Representative Corinne W.L. Ching, correct spelling of Rep. Ching’s first name, 
“Corinne”.

 Page 4, under questions, comments and concerns, please replace #1 with the following: 
o Fidell questioned about the earthen dam on Old Pali Road and whether it was safe.  Oda 

reported that the condition of the dams has been assessed and they are safe.  Fidell also 
questioned on whether the level of the Nuuanu Dam is at a too low level.  Oda commented that 
the reservoir must stay at a certain level to keep the integrity of the soil/foundation of the dam.

 Page 4, under Nuuanu/Punchbowl Neighborhood Board Directory; please revise the phone numbers for 
Board members Wendy Ogawa and Heather Mullins Crislip. NCO staff Matautia stated that the phone 
numbers were correct on the minutes Directory but were not correct on the Agenda, which will be 
changed for the next meeting.

STATE OF HAWAII EXECUTIVE BRANCH: No representative was available for comment. 

WRITTEN REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATE AND CITY ELECTED OFFICIALS

U.S. Senator Daniel K. Akaka provided the following:

 Akaka Introduced Legislation to Help Homeless Veterans (S.1384)
 "Akaka Bill" & Hawaiian Homeownership Act Approved by Senate Committee – Indian Affairs Committee 

passes both bills with broad majority support (S. 310 & H.R. 835)
 More than $2.4 Million in Homeland Security Funds for Hawaii and Honolulu
 Akaka Applauds Creation of Advisory Committee for Iraq/Afghanistan Veterans and Families
 Akaka Introduces Bill to Protect Federal Employees Against Sexual Orientation Discrimination
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U.S. Representative Neil Abercrombie provided the following:

 Abercrombie supports U.S. House Renews Head Start Program & Passes Hate Crime Bill 
 Abercrombie’s Air-Land Subcommittee Begins Drafting the 2008 National Defense Bill 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann provided the following: 

 Mayor Hannemann’s Task Force on Drug Abuse is soliciting applications for funding new anti-drug 
initiatives aimed at fighting alcohol and drug abuse

 City Communications Exercise – Tests Maritime Incident Response
 Road Work Weekly Report
 Leis Needed for Memorial Day Ceremonies
 Memorial Day Poster Contest Winners
 Mayor Hannemann to Honor Lifeguards – Proclaim National Beach Safety Week (May 21-28, 2007)
 City Honors Emergency Medical Services with EMS Week, May 20th – 26th

Councilmember Rod Tam provided the following:

 Legislative Updates 
 Road Work Projects

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland provided the following:

 Bills Passed by the Hawaii State Legislature – Regular Session of 2007 
 Aging Issues 2007 – Briefing Guide for the Hawaii State Legislature
 HB 500 Proposed CD1 – Capital Improvements Program Budget

Representative Sylvia Luke provided the following:

 Kawananakoa Middle School Honored for being named a 2007 Hawaii Blue Ribbon School 
 Honoring the Friends of the Korean Library Foundation – 10th Anniversary
 Legislative Highlights (Reducing the Cost of Living, Providing Shelter & Affordable Housing, Ensuring the 

Community’s Health, Caring for the Environment, Guarding Against Disasters & Emergencies, Addressing 
Our Energy Needs, Investing in Higher Education, Developing the Economy, Improving Road Safety & 
Transportation, Safeguarding Property, Protecting Our Families, Strengthening Consumer Protections, 
Enhancing Community Safety)

Representative Corinne W.L. Ching provided the following:

 Hosting Town Meeting – Addressing Crime, Graffiti, Pedestrian Safety, and other Community Concerns 
Legislative Updates – Relating to Pedestrian Safety, Graffiti, Name Changes, Project Cuddle, Education, 
Additional CIPs, Heritage Caucus, Nuuanu-Liliha Historic Corridor

 Representative Corinne Ching Honored for Contributions in Heritage – founding of Hawaii’s Heritage Caucus at 
Historic Hawaii Foundation’s Historic Preservation Honor Awards

 Finance Factor Hosts Blessing –Renovation and Refurbishing Project
 Historic Nuuanu Corridor Featured Book – “Hawaii’s Historic Corridors”
 New Pedestrian Light at North School Street – Fronting St. Theresa School 
 Liliha Festival – Saturday, August 25, 2007 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Prince David Kawananakoa Playground – Free 

Admission - Hosted by Representative Corinne Ching

ELECTED OFFICIALS: 

Senator Suzie Chun Oakland –gave the following report: The State Legislature finished earlier this month and 
concluded with presenting HB 500 to Governor Lingle for review.  The Governor has 45 days to review the 
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BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY (Iris Oda) UPDATE –SAFETY CONCERNS REGARDING THE NU’UNAU 
RESERVOIR DAM.  Iris introduced Chester Lo, who has historical information regarding the Nuuanu reservoir dam.  
Chester Lo briefed the Board regarding information on the dam.  Facts and Data below are subject to change.

BWS can provide updated info/presentation.

In regards to Dam Safety, BWS continues to:

 Make weekly site visits to the dam to measure rain gages, reservoir levels, piezometers, and the outlet 
structure. 

 The Parshall flume below the dam that measures seepage, runoff and overflow from the dam is measured 
monthly.

 The water level is kept as low as possible, which increases safety and enhances the flood control aspects of 
the reservoir. The water level is currently at about 27 feet and has 17 feet of silt, so only 10 feet of water (27’ –
17’). The crest of the dam is 70 feet high, with a concrete spillway for overflow at 60 feet. Over the past ten 
years, the water level has never exceeded 26 feet deep (43’ – 17’).

 BWS recently installed a remote access data logger that can measure reservoir levels via cell phone at any 
time. 

 There has not been any new or increased seepage 
 There have been no cracks on the embankment found 
 No cracks or separation have been found between the spillways or any other concrete or hardened 

infrastructure. 
 No cracks or separation has been found in the outlet works, inlet piping, drains, or other related infrastructure. 
 All control valves/gates and appurtenant works are operational 
 A vegetation clearing and maintenance plan is a two phase project that will consist of:

Phase I (2007): 

The one hundred thirty (130) Cooke Pines growing on the crest of the dam will be removed. The trees and shrubs 
will be removed on the down slope dam area, from the crest (north side of the dam) to the toe base (south side), 
from the down stream spillway (on the east side), to the down stream outlet pipe (on the west side, but more 
towards the middle of the dam).

Phase II (2008):

The trees and shrubs shall be removed on the down slope dam area, from the crest to the toe base, from the down 
stream outlet pipe to the eastern fringe of Pali Highway (furthest west side of the dam).

BWS will continue to work closely with DLNR and is committed to ensuring that the Nuuanu Reservoir and Dam is 
properly and proactively monitored.

Questions, comments and concerns:

1. Young questioned about the Pine trees removed from along the Nuuanu dam and who was responsible for 
their planting in the first place.  Lo reported that the pine trees were planted by the Fasi administration as a 
way for each of the Department Offices to have Christmas trees each year.  
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2. Marn questioned if the dam would ever be able to have water crest.  Lo stated that the dam once 
overflowed in 1989 but it was raised another 10 feet in order to prevent it from happening once again.
BWS has tried numerous times to 

3. Nerney
4. Hidano
5. Kurashige

PROPOSED RAIL SYSTEM (Jay Fidell): Jay Fidell did not attend the meeting and there was no report to submit.

TRANSIENT RIDERSHIP (Heather Mullins- Crislip): no report was made.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. Carreira acknowledged that Kawananakoa Elementary School was recognized by the House of 
Representatives as a Blue Ribbon School and requested if a certificate of recognition could be produced 
from the Board.

2. Paula thanked Neighborhood Staff Matautia for serving the Board as this meeting was her last.  Matautia 
will be leaving the Commission at the beginning of June.

3. Canopin thanked Dean Asahina and James Marn for their work on the Neighborhood Board this past 
Neighborhood Board term. 

Adjournment 

Chair Canopin adjourned the meeting at 8:49 p.m.

Submitted by: 

Vanessa Matautia
Neighborhood Assistant
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