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      Oahu’s Neighborhood System – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2014
MAKIKI CHRISTIAN CHURCH

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Larry Hurst called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Quorum was established with 
eight (8) members present. Note - This nine (9)-member Board requires five (5) members to establish quorum 
and to take official Board action.

Board Members Present: Rodney Chang, Larry Hurst, Matt Johnson, Duane Komine, Aaron Landry, Tom 
McLaughlin, Ryan Tam, and Michael Zehner.

Board Members Absent: Julianne Irace.

Vacancies: There are none.

Guests - Barbara Krieg (Governor Neil Abercrombie’s Representative, Department of Human Resources 
Development, Director); Representative Tom Brower, Jonathan Tungpalan (Representative Scott Sakai's Office 
staff); Michael Formby (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative, Department of Transportation Services, Director); 
Councilmember Carol Fukunaga; Councilmember Ann Kobayashi and James Larson (Councilmember Ann 
Kobayashi's Office staff); Brittany Mounce (Councilmember Stanley Chang's Office staff), Captain Richard 
Tsugawa  (Honolulu Fire Department); Lieutenant Ferrell and Sergeant Fleck (Honolulu Police Department), Lee 
Cranmer (Kamehameha Schools), Andrew Furuta, Marvel Hoe, Vernon Inoshita, Gary Yoshimoto, Laawell Chun, 
Sangmun Kim, Timothy Yi, Gerald Chun, Lina Chun, Steve Miller, Robert Hutchison, Dexter Okada, Hoyel Horita, 
Hao In Kuan, Kamil Schuetz, Allen Yamagochi, Lindsey Doi, Naomi Taga, Britney Taamu-Miyashiro, Pat Lee
(Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation), Terry, Matthey Pennaz, Kathy Inouye, Anthony Ching, Gilford 
Chang, Noelle Wright and K. Russell Ho (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

MOMENT OF REFLECTION: Chair Hurst requested a moment of reflection for Dr. Roy Gritter.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Richard Tsugawa reported the following:
 May 2014 Statistics: There were 2 fires; 139 medical emergencies/rescues, 3 hazardous locations; 15 

calls for service, 114 good intent calls, and 16 false alarms.
 Fire Safety Tip: In 2011, approximately 136,000 children nationwide were treated in emergency rooms for 

burns. Create a “kid-free zone” in the kitchen around stoves, ovens, and hot items. Preschoolers and 
kindergartners like to play with matches and lighters. Keep lighters, matches, and other smoking
materials out of children’s reach or in a locked cabinet.

 New Truck: Captain Tsugawa noted that in July, a new truck should be available for use.
 Relocation: The company should relocate back sometime in September.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) District 1: Lieutenant Ferrell introduced Sergeant Fleck and reported the 
following:

 May 2014 Statistics: There were 10 motor vehicle thefts, 4 burglaries, 133 thefts, 32 unauthorized entries 
into motor vehicles (UEMV), 20 assaults, 1 sex assault, 8 graffiti, and 36 drug offenses. There were a 
total of 6870 calls for service for District 1. There is more statistical breakdown at the HPD's public 
website at www.honolulupd.org.

 Safety Tips - Hurricanes: Hurricane Season begins June through November 2014. HPD is asking 
community members to get their preparedness/disaster kits ready. Get two (2) five (5)-gallon buckets with 
a sealable lid. One bucket will be marked "Go kit” and the other a "Stay kit" on the outside of the bucket. 
In the “Go” kit, have items such as passports, birth certificates, medicines, high energy non-perishable dry 
food, warm clothing, sanitation items, portable radio, batteries and soap. These are just a few examples. 
In the “Stay” kit, place pictures, valuables, and other essential items, so they do not get wet. These items 
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will remain at the residence. A comprehensive list is on the table by the door. For more information go to 
Hawaii State Civil Defense - disaster preparedness kit.

 Neighborhood Security Watch (Citizens Patrol): Persons, who would like to join or participate in a 
Neighborhood Security, Business Security Watch, or Citizen Patrol group, contact Sergeant Derek 
Valoroso at 723-3922 or at dvaloroso@honolulu.gov.

Neighborhood Security Watches (Citizens Patrol)/Citizen Patrols (Citizens Patrol) - Sheridan Citizens Patrol: 
Dexter Sensui was not available. A written report was submitted to and reported by Chair Hurst.

 Vans on 1200 Block of Elm Street: It was noted that there are three (3) vans with expired license plates 
with debris around them that is a nuisance to the community.

 Motorcycles: There is a motorcycle that parks on the sidewalk fronting the Makiki Christian Church. HPD 
suggested continuing reporting incidents to 911. Chair Hurst noted that he has reported the motorcycle 
multiple times. 

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Appreciation: Komine express his gratitude to the HPD’s presence in the community.
2. Homeless: Komine reported that residents continue to have issues with the homeless problem fronting 

Hokua and Nauru Tower (IBM building), but this has been improving. Komine has received concerns from 
Ko'olani that more homeless are moving towards Queen Street. It was questioned and Lieutenant Ferrell 
noted that HPD is fully aware and is working with other agencies to work with the homeless.

Three (3) Absences Letter (NP 2008 Revised §2-14-106 Three Absences Notice) for Duane Komine: Zehner 
moved and McLaughlin seconded the motion for Duane Komine to remain on the board. Duane Komine 
wil remain on the board by ACCLAMATION 8-0-0 (Ayes: Chang, Hurst, Johnson, Komine, Landry, McLaughlin, 
Tam, and Zehner).

RESIDENTS’/COMMUNITY CONCERNS: There were none.

NEW BUSINESS

Kamehameha Schools Notice of Newest Project: Lee Cranmer provided the following updates:
 400 and 440 Keawe Street: A public hearing was held on April 30, 2014 on the development application. 

On May 17, 2014, supplementary comment sessions were held. The next decision making meeting will be 
held on June 10, 2014. 

 Block I: Cranmer introduced Matthew Pennaz of the Kobayashi Group. Pennaz noted the proposed site is 
3.5 acres.

1391 Kapi'olani Boulevard: Lowell Chun noted that they presented to the Board a year ago the 1391 Kapi'olani 
Boulevard project. The site will be shared with Honolulu Authority of Rapid Transit (HART) since it is the eastern 
anchor to the rail station. There will be a single tower that will be both residential and commercial along with 
parking. Pictures were presented of the proposed design.

Consolidated Theatres Project: Devon Nekoba introduced Lindsey Chung who noted that Consolidated Theatres 
will introduce the expanded food and beverage menu at the Ward theatres. They are currently in the planning 
phase.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Chair’s Report: Chair Hurst reported the following:
 Lantern Floating Ceremony at Ala Moana Beach Park on Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 2014: Chair 

Hurst noted that after the ceremony rice was not thrown in the water.

Community Relations: Duane Komine reported the following:
 City & County Sewer Task Force Update: No report for the sewer task force.
 Community Concerns: Reports from Nauru Tower regarding large potholes fronting their building in need 

of repair. They have called the City & County with no response.

Hawaii Community Development Authority (HCDA) Committee: Tom McLaughlin provided board members with 
written reports and introduced HCDA Executive Director Anthony Ching who reported the following:
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 Sea Levels: Sea level rise is projected two (2) to six (6) feet by the end of the century. There are three (3) 
basic actions that should be taken (accommodation, action, and retreat).

 House Bill (HB) 1866: HB 1866 has become Act 61 which has been signed to law by the governor.

Health: Julianne Irace was not present. Chair Hurst mentioned that Irace is moving out of the district and will send 
in a letter of resignation. A vacancy in sub district 1 will be placed on the June meeting agenda once the letter of 
resignation is received.

Legislation: Michael Zehner reported the following:
 Legislature: Legislature is now out of session and there are now bills waiting for the governor to either 

sign or reject.
 City Council: There is Bill 38 that will ban the use of plastic bags. Zehner is in opposition of the bill.

Parks/Waters/Board of Water Supply Report: Matt Johnson provided the board members with a written report and 
reported the following:

 Thomas Square Park: Two (2) Banyan trees on the Beretania Street side of Thomas Square Park were 
removed last week by the County due to an infestation of Tree Moth Lobac Black Scale. Last month the 
City held an open house inviting the public to begin giving input on what they wanted to see with the park 
including landscaping, bike paths, and events. The City plans on sending a representative to speak more 
about the project in either August or September.

 Mother Waldron Park: Construction fences went up around Mother Waldron Park in early May, kicking off 
a four month renovation project. Stanford Carr Development is spending the leftover construction funds 
from Halekauwila Place to spruce up the neighboring park with a new basketball court and playground, 
along with some new landscaping and trees. The park is expected to reopen in September.

 Bikes: May is national bike month with May 16th being bike to work day. Check out the map to see the 
current bike trails in Honolulu. A picture of the bike lanes was included in the handout.

Planning/Transportation (Transit-Oriented Development (TOD): Ryan Tam provided the board members with a 
written report and reported the following:

 Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO)
 Federal review of OMPO: June 5, 2014 3:00pm - Hawaii State Capitol — Room 309

Federal review of OMPO and City/State compliance with federal transportation planning 
requirements—project selection, funding, etc.
Looking for input on efficiency of local transportation planning process

 Public Review: Draft FFYs 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
TIP includes surface transportation projects that are proposed to be funded with federal funds; 

also regionally-significant projects that require federal action and other regionally - significant 
projects (for informational purposes).
TIP gets incorporated into the statewide transportation improvement program.
Programs and projects totaling approximately $4.4 billion - mostly bridge and other regional 

roadway improvement.
Public comments due July 3, 2014. For more info go to oahumpo.org

Transit-Oriented Development: The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) will present at the June 
meeting.

American Institute of Architectures (AlA) Forum: On May 22, 2014 there was a forum held by the American 
Institute of Architectures (AIA). There were many community groups that presented. A concern that was 
expressed was if they are about building heights or creating a great urban place.  The displays will be available 
for viewing through the month of June.

Ala Wai Watershed Project: It was noted that the Army Corps of Engineers project is to protect Waikiki and the 
Makiki, Manoa, and Palolo valleys from a 100-year flood (1% chance). The damage could include over $400 
million in damages and affect over 3000 properties, 54,000 students/workers, and 79,000 visitors. Alternatives 
include retention ponds within the valleys, and 3-5’ flood walls along the Ala Wai Canal. More info can be found 
at www.alawaicanalproject.com.

Honolulu Rail Transit Project (HRTP) - Pat Lee reported the following:
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 Hawaii Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) Industry Day – HART will hold another Industry Day 
with prime contractors and subcontractors on Monday, May 5, 2014.  .

 New Rail Information Center – A new rail transit information center at Ala Moana Center's satellite city hall 
has been unveiled. The inaugural display is one of several that will be featured at satellite city halls on 
O‘ahu, and will provide updated information on the project's progress.

 Rail Guideway Yard – The rail guideway pre-cast yard is now in operation. The 34-acre casting yard in 
Kalaeloa will fabricate the segments that will connect the columns for the elevated guideway. Twelve 
segments are made each day, and each segment stands 11 feet long, 30 feet wide and seven (7) feet 
tall. It takes 15 days for a segment to be ready – five (5) days to cast it and another 10 days to cure 
it. Rail work is happening all along the 20-mile route from Kapolei to Ala Moana.

 Current Traffic Updates – For current traffic updates and more information, please visit the 
website www.honolulutransit.org, call the project hotline at 566-2299 or email a question 
at info@honolulutransit.org.

Public Safety Committee - Chair Hurst relinquished the gavel to Zehner. :
 Liquor Selling and Consumption in Public Parks: Hurst noted that the Board took a position against the 

selling and consumption of liquor in public parks. Hurst moved that the Ala Moana/Kakaako 
Neighborhood Board take the position to oppose liquor licensed events in any public park. The 
motion was not seconded, therefore, the motion failed.

Zehner relinquished the gavel back to Chair Hurst.

Creation of Traffic Committee: Chair Hurst noted that the Board had a Traffic Committee in the past. Chair Hurst 
noted his interest in Landry becoming the chair of the Traffic Committee. Johnson moved and Landry 
seconded the motion to create a Traffic Committee. The motion to create a Traffic Committee was 
ADOPTED by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 8-0-0 (Ayes: Chang, Hurst, Johnson, Komine, Landry, McLaughlin, 
Tam, and Zehner). It was suggested by Tam that Landry attend the OMPO meetings.

Hearing no objections, the agenda was taken out of order to IX. Elected Officials

ELECTED OFFICIALS

City Councilmember Stanley Chang - Brittany Mounce distributed Councilmember Chang's newsletter and 
reported the following: 

 Resolution 14-80: Councilmember Chang introduced Resolution 14-80 for the budget of the Hawaii State 
Association of Counties. This Resolution was adopted on May 7, 2014.

 Council: The next Council meeting will be on June 4, 2014; the Council will be undergoing the third 
budget reading.

City Councilmember Carol Fukunaga –A representative was not available; a written report was provided for the 
board and the community.

City Councilmember Ann Kobayashi - James Larson distributed Councilmember Kobayashi's newsletter and 
Councilmember Kobayashi reported: Budget: The Budget Committee will be finishing the budget shortly and will 
present to the Council on June 4, 2014.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative –Michael Formby, Director of Department of Transportation Services (DTS) 
reported the following:

 City News May 2014 - The City News May 2014 was distributed.
 Sewers - 1. Ala Moana Boulevard/Auahi Street Sewer Rehabilitation, Phase 2 (SI-CS-53, SI-CS-54, SI-

CS-55) (Construction ongoing. Anticipated construction finish date 12/22/2014) 2. Ala Moana WWPS 
Force Main No. 3 and No. 4 (SI-PS-06 portion) (Construction ongoing. Anticipated construction finish date 
12/31/15)

 Parks - Ala Moana Regional Park Improvements, FY 2014 (Scope development / consultant procurement 
process ongoing)

State Representative Tom Brower - Representative Brower had distributed his report and reported the following:



ALA MOANA/KAKAAKO NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 11  TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2014
DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES PAGE 5 OF 6

 Barking Dogs: Representative Brower noted at a Waikiki Neighborhood Board meeting, the HPD statistics 
include noise tickets. It was suggested that HPD give the owners a ticket.

 Homelessness: It was suggested that the City or State to offer camp sites as a temporary option for the 
homeless.

State Representative Scott Saiki - Jonathan Tungpalan distributed Representative Saiki's newsletter and stood on 
the report.

State Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland - Senator Chun Oakland distributed her packet of information and 
departed the meeting.

State Senator Brickwood Galuteria –Raytan Vares distributed Senator Galuteria's newsletter and reported the 
following: 

 Senate Bill 3122: Senate Bill 3122 that would give OHA the ability to develop residential under two (2) 
parcels in the Kakaako area. 

Governor Neil Abercrombie’s Representative - Barbara Krieg reported the following:

 Announcement – Governor Abercrombie applauds the State Legislature for passing bills to 
increase Hawaii’s minimum wage to $10.10 an hour and to preserve open space and access 
surrounding Turtle Bay.

 Minimum Wage – Each year since taking office, the Governor has strongly advocated for increasing the 
minimum wage to provide the lowest paid workers with the economic stability and security. Hawaii’s 
minimum wage earners have not had a raise from $7.25 an hour since 2007.

 Turtle Bay – Regarding Turtle Bay, the deal is a long-awaited victory for the people of Hawaii, especially 
the North Shore community. The Governor is pleased his administration was able to play a positive role in 
bringing the issue to a successful conclusion. The result will keep the country, country; protect pristine 
coastlines from development; and provide open space and access for everyone.

 Bill Review – Now that the legislative session is over, hundreds of bills will be under review by the 
Governor’s office, the Attorney General’s office, and relevant departments as they make their way to his 
desk for signature. Governor Neil Abercrombie has already signed: House Bill 2275 (Act 26) – a measure 
that increases the protection of distressed homeowners against predatory mortgage rescue fraud. Senate 
Bill 2768 (Act 76) – a measure that makes kindergarten mandatory for children who will be at least 5 
years of age on or before July 31 of the school year, unless otherwise exempt. As the bill review process 
continues, the Governor invites the public to express thoughts on specific measures. Go 
to governor.hawaii.gov and click on “Contact Us.” Be sure to indicate the specific bill.

The agenda resumed order to VII. Presentations

PRESENTATIONS

Ward Village and Phase II Project - David Striph and Nick Vanderboom of the Howard Hughes Corporation
reported the following:

 Grocery: Whole Foods will open in a couple years in Kakaako.
 IBM Renovations: The information center is open to the public.
 Waea Project: The project will start construction in June 2014.
 Partnership: They are partnering with the Hawaii International Film Festival to launch the Courtyard 

Cinema at the IBM building on the third Thursdays of the month.

Makahiki Autumn Festival –Gifford Chang presented a mid-Autumn festival on September 6, 2014 on 
Keeaumoku Street. The festival will provide culture awareness in the community. It was noted that there were a 
lot of concerns expressed when presented in 2013. Chang asked for the Board’s support to move forward.

Questions, comments, and concerns that followed:
1. 2013 Issues: A board member inquired and Chang explained that after a survey was completed from 

community members along Keeaumoku Street they came to the conclusion that traffic is the biggest 
concern. It was noted that the City was worried about block driveways. It was noted that nothing has been 
started as of yet due to concerns from 2013.
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Chair Hurst relinquished the gavel to Zehner.

Hurst inquired and Director Formby noted that he will follow up about the bus route if it is blocked along 
Keeaumoku Street. Hurst suggested the event be held in another location like Beretania.

2. Event Details: It was asked and Chang noted the event will be held on Saturday, September 6, 2014 from 
day to night with it shutting down at 10:00 p.m.

3. Site Plan: Komine suggested creating a site plan to present to the Board.

Zehner relinquished the gavel back to Chair Hurst.

APPROVAL OF APRIL 22, 2014 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: McLaughlin moved and Johnson 
seconded that Ala Moana/Kakaako Neighborhood Board No. 11 approves the April 22, 2014 regular 
meeting minutes as circulated. Discussion followed. McLaughlin had sent in two (2) corrections. Chair Hurst did 
not have any corrections for the part of the meeting that he was present. Vice Chair Zehner had no corrections to 
add. As there were no objections, the Ala Moana/Kakaako Neighborhood Board No. 11 ADOPTED the April
22, 2014 regular meeting minutes as AMENDED by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 8-0-0 (AYE: Chang, Hurst, 
Johnson, Komine, Landry, McLaughlin, Tam, and Zehner). The amendments were as follows:

 Page 3, HCDA Committee Report, 3rd bullet point, it should read, "Status of House Bill (HB) 1866 
HD2/SB2: “Omnibus Bill”- This bill is on Governor Neil Abercrombie’s desk. Governor Abercrombie can 
sign the bill, veto it, or allow the bill to become law without action. The bill has many provisions; some of 
the key elements are: 1. Public engagement and notice - Projects over $250,000 value must mail out 
notices to property owners in a 300-foot radius. 2. Allows HCDA to buy back and re-sell reserved housing 
units. 3. Allows developers to make cash-in-lieu payments to satisfy reserved housing requirements. 4. 
Prohibits HCDA from delegating to the Executive Director authority to award a variance, exemption or 
modification of any provision of Community Development Plans or rules. 5. Limits height to 400 feet plus 
18 feet for mechanical or architectural element.

 Page 3, Parks, Waterways Committee, delete the last sentence of the first bullet point: “There is still no 
positive signal from developers or the HCDA, regarding a true, open, green space.”

TREASURER’S REPORT - Johnson reported that for April 2014, $36.76 was spent for the printing and mailing of 
the agenda and minutes, leaving a balance of $188.43. The Treasurer's report was filed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 98th Annual King Kamehameha Celebration Floral Parade and Hoolaulea - On Saturday, 
June 14, 2014, starting at 9:00 a.m., the annual King Kamehameha Celebration Floral 
Parade will  start at 'Iolani Palace, across the King Kamehameha I statue on King Street, turn 
right onto Punchbowl Street, and turn left onto Ala Moana Boulevard and proceed to Waikiki.

 Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Ala Moana/Kakaako Neighborhood Board No. 11 will be on 
Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Makiki Christian Church, 829 Pensacola Street.

 No Loitering on church grounds after 9:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Submitted by: Catherine Proctor, Public Relations Assistant

Reviewed by: Nola Frank, Neighborhood Assistant, and

Reviewed by: Larry Hurst, Chair


