
MAKIKI/ LOWER PUNCHBOWL/ TANTALUS NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 10
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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2011
MAKIKI DISTRICT PARK
ARTS AND CRAFTS BUILDING

CALL TO ORDER: Acting Chair Diane Chong called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., with a quorum of nine (9) 
members present and announced that there was a one-hour time limit. Note - This 17-member Board requires 
nine (9) members to establish quorum and take official Board action.

Members Present - John Bigay (arrived at 7:11 p.m.), David Bylsma, Ron Cannarella (arrived at 7:02 p.m.), Diane 
Chong, Phil Hauret, Richard Kawano (arrived at 7:10 p.m.), Allan Lee, Eloise Lee, Sam Mitchell, Mike Sarrazin, 
Alika Smith, Edmund Wong, and Susan Lai Young (arrived at 7:14 p.m.).

Members Absent - Charles Carole (notified), John Steelquist (notified), Chris Lee (notified) and Earl Winfree 
(notified).

Vacancies - None.

Guests - Francis Choe (State Senator Brickwood Galuteria's Office Staff); Representative Della Au Belatti;
Anthony Chang (Representative Karl Rhoads' Office staff); Chrystn Eads and Kelsey Gaddy (Mayor Peter 
Carlisle’s Representatives, Mayor's Office); Erika Tsuji (Councilmember Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo's Office staff); 
Jarret Yip (Councilmember Ann Kobayashi's Office staff); Capt. Larry Moore (Honolulu Fire Department); Sgt. 
Y.K. Chan and Sgt. John Jervis (Honolulu Police Department, District 1); Justin Kessler (Board of Water Supply);
Pat Lee (Honolulu Rail Transit Project); S. Marques, Harold Buncan, Trevor Funk, Larry Fenton; L.Q. Green, Nick 
Fucini, Winston Sun, Isaiah Sabey, Elisa Johnston, and K. Russell Ho (Neighborhood Commission Office staff).

Cannarella arrived at 7:02 p.m.; 10 members present.

DISCUSSION/ACTION ON THE "3-ABSENCES" POLICY - Board member John Bigay had missed three 
meetings since July 1, 2010, but had notified the Board of the work-related reasons for his absences. Mitchell 
moved and Sarrazin seconded that the Makiki/Lower Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood Board No. 10 will 
take no action to remove John Bigay from his seat. The motion was ADOPTED, 9-0-1 (AYE: Bylsma, 
Chong, Hauret, A. Lee, E. Lee, Mitchell, Sarrazin, Smith, and Wong; ABSTAIN: Cannarella).

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) - Capt. Larry Moore reported the following: 
 Statistics from March 1 to March 31, 2011 - Included 2 rubbish, 1 vehicle, 1 telephone pole, and 6 

cooking fires, totaling 10 fire-related calls; 81 medical emergencies, and 1 rescue. There were no major 
or unusual incidents reported.

 Fire Safety Tip: Cooking fires are the number one cause of home fires and injuries. The leading cause of 
fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. It is important to be alert to prevent cooking fires. The following 
are helpful tips for cooking safety from the National Fire Protection Association:
o "Cook with Caution"

 Be alert! If sleepy or having consumed alcohol, do not use the stove or stovetop.
 Stay in the kitchen while frying, grilling, or broiling food. If leaving the kitchen, even for a short 

time, turn off the stove.
 If simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling food, check it regularly, remain in the house, and use a 

timer as a reminder.
 Keep items such as oven mitts, wooden utensils, food packaging, towels, curtains, etc., away 

from the stovetop, as they can easily catch fire.
o In case of a cooking fire -

 Get out! Close the door to help contain the fire.
 Call 9-1-1.
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 If attempting to extinguish the fire, ensure others are out of the house and that there is an 
unobstructed way out for oneself.

 Keep a lid nearby when cooking to smother small grease fires. Smother the fire by sliding the lid 
over the pan and turning off the stovetop. Leave the pan covered until it is completely cooled.

 For an oven fire, turn off the heat and keep the door closed.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) - Sgt. John Jervis reported the following:
 Statistics for March 2011 - Included 5 assaults, 6 burglaries, 3 drug offenses, 20 driving under the 

influence (DUI), 1 family offense, 1 graffiti, 108 motor vehicle collisions (MVC), 9 motor vehicle thefts, 19
property damage offenses, 4 robberies, 2 sex assaults, 33 unauthorized entries into a motor vehicle
(UEMV), and 201 miscellaneous calls.  

Comments followed:
It appears that family/domestic violence is down.

Neighborhood Security Watches - No representative was present and no report was available.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) - Justin Kessler reported the following:
 Main Break Report - There were no main breaks for March 2011.
 Water System Improvement Projects - Which Mains to Replace and When? Much of Oahu’s waterlines 

are nearing life expectancies - over 40 percent of BWS waterlines are 30 to 60 years old. The BWS must 
prioritize and implement projects to systematically replace aging pipes. To do this, the BWS analyzes 
information collected on the water system and prioritizes its pipeline replacement projects based on four
(4) factors:
o Condition Assessment - Analyzing data such as main break records, pipe age and material, soil type, 

health, and other conditions helps determine which pipe segments have a high probability of failure.
o Fire Protection Improvement - The BWS puts priority on waterline projects that enhance fire 

protection for a community through increased water pressure, enlarging pipe size, or adding more 
hydrants.

o Public Impact - Priority is given to projects that replace pipelines where breaks would have a large 
impact on residents, businesses, or major traffic routes.  Also, pipeline servicing customers that 
provide essential services (such as hospitals) or serve large numbers of people are also given higher 
priority.

o Project Coordination - Priority is given to waterline replacement projects that can be combined with a 
project by other utilities or the City or State. This would reduce the project’s overall impact on 
residents or motorists. The BWS recognizes the impact water system improvement projects have on 
the community. However, with a systematic and prioritized pipeline replacement program, the BWS 
aims to reduce the number of emergency repairs and ensure a continued safe and dependable water 
supply for customers. For more information about ongoing construction projects, visit 
www.boardofwatersupply.com.

Comments followed:
Salt Water (or Chlorine) Infusion - Last month Board member Kawano had asked about salt water (or 
chlorine) infusion. None were reported. If water from the pipes tastes different, it is because chlorine has been 
added. The BWS has looked into desalinization.

Kawano arrived at the meeting at 7:10 p.m.; 11 members present.

Bigay arrived at the meeting at 7:11 p.m.; 12 members present.

Young arrived at the meeting at 7:14 p.m.; 13 members present.

RESIDENTS'/COMMUNITY CONCERNS: None.

PRESENTATIONS: None.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Councilmember Ann Kobayashi - Jarret Yip distributed the newsletter and reported the following:
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 Broken Glass -The City Department of Environmental Services (ENV) will pick-up large pieces of glass off 
the streets, but the homeowner is responsible for pre-pick-up debris.

 Honolulu Rail Transit Project (HRTP) - Councilmember Kobayashi is concerned about the financial plan 
and bond sales.

Councilmember Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo - Erika Tsuji distributed the newsletter and reported the following:
 Budget Hearings - The Council is holding budget hearings, which went to 10:30 p.m. last night.
 Disaster Preparedness - A briefing is scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

at the McKinley High School cafeteria.

Comments followed:
1. Balanced Budget - The Mayor proposes a City Budget and the City Council makes changes.
2. Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) - These are usually paid by issuing bonds.

Mayor Peter Carlisle's Representative - As Chrystn Eads was promoted to City Deputy Managing Director and 
this would be her last meeting, she introduced her replacement, Kelsey Gaddy, and reported the following:

 Bonds - City Council authorization is needed for issuing bonds. When the City Administration is ready to 
issue the bonds, it must go back to the Council for authorization again.

 Temporary Homeless Shelters - They are in every district, but they are not for agricultural workers.

Senator Carol Fukunaga - No representative was present, but the newsletter was available.

Senator Brickwood Galuteria - Francis Choe distributed the newsletter and reported the following:
 State Budget - The Council on Revenues lowered its forecast for this fiscal year to a 1.6% decline in 

revenues instead of the .5% growth predicted earlier. A number of measures are being considered to help 
balance the State Budget, including appropriations from the Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund to the General 
Fund, suspensions of the General Excise Tax (GET) for certain business activities, making further cuts to 
State departments and agencies, and an increase in the GET. Choe deferred further matters on the 
budget to Representative Della Au Belatti and Representative Karl Rhoads.

Representative Sylvia Luke - No representative was present and no report was available.

Representative Della Au Belatti - Representative Belatti reported the following:
 State Budget - Legislature Conference Committees are "closed" meetings. The "Budget Crisis" is driving 

everything. Hawai'i is facing a loss of Federal funding, for example, Federal stimulus funds and Federal 
"earmarks." Also, there is an increasing use of resources, for example unemployment benefits and mental 
health services. The Legislature has come up with a three-prong solution of cutting current government 
services, looking for special funds, and increasing taxes and fees. The House is looking at cutting some 
exemptions to the GET.

 Employee Retirement System (ERS) - There are proposals to tax pensions and to increase the cost paid 
by public workers for other benefits.

 Education - The newly-appointed Board of Education (BOE) members will be reviewing school policies.
 Land Trusts - The State is looking into the use of school land to generate revenue.
 Reapportionment Lines - The state Reapportionment Commission is looking at the 2010 Census numbers 

for redrawing district boundaries. 
 Neighborhood Security Watch (NSW) - There are new NWS teams in Makiki - in the Mott-Smith Drive, 

Keeaumoku Street and Cartwright field areas.
 Easter Egg Hunt - It will occur on Saturday, April 23, 2011 at St. Clement's Church.

Comments:
1. Raise the General Excise Tax (GET) - Increasing the GET by 1% would raise $600 million.
2. Use of School Lands - The idea of using schools lands to generate revenues is only speculation.
3. Dog Park - Board members again requested that a City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 

representative attend the next Board meeting on Thursday, May 19, 2011. Mayor's Representative Eads 
mentioned that the policy remained the same.

Representative Karl Rhoads - Representative Rhoads reported the following:
 Neighborhood Security Watch - There may be a drugs/gambling house at 1208 Mattock Avenue.
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 Employees Retirement System (ERS) - If public employees are hired after the law goes into effect, the 
employees will pay more for the benefits.

 Two More Weeks - The Legislature will be in session for two more weeks.

Comments followed:
1. State Budget - The State Budget is about $10 - 11 billion a year with a projected $1.3 billion deficit for the 

next two years. Cutbacks have been made to several departments. There are less agricultural inspectors 
and no Vector Control Office to deal with issues like dengue fever. The teacher furloughs saved money
for the State.

2. March 17, 2011 Report - Representative Rhoads submitted his written report for last month.

APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 17, 2011 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES - As there were no objections, the 
February 17, 2011 regular meeting minutes were ADOPTED as circulated by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 13-
0-0 (AYE: Bigay, Bylsma, Cannarella, Chong, Hauret, Kawano, A. Lee, E. Lee, Mitchell, Sarrazin, Smith, Wong 
and Young). Note - As the March 2011 meeting notice was not in compliance with the State “Sunshine Law,” the 
meeting was canceled. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Acting Chair Chong reported the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 appropriation was $5,178.00. 
The beginning Operating budget was $155.82. With current expenses of $50.84 for the printing and mailing of the 
agenda and minutes, the Operating balance ended at $104.98. The publicity budget had no expenditures and 
remained at $4,678.00. As of March 31, 2011, the total budget balance was $4,782.98. The Treasurer's report 
was filed.

BOARD BUSINESS:

Traffic Study for the Scottish Rite Day Care Facility Proposed for 1408 Nehoa Street - (Note - Chair John 
Steelquist had sent a letter to City Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) Director David Tanoue, asking if 
the Scottish Rite Foundation of Hawai'i had submitted a Conditional Use Permit (CUP)-minor application, if the
traffic study was completed, if the suggestion of dropping off students at the Kewalo Street location and shuttling 
students and staff to the Nehoa Street site was submitted, and if there would be a public hearing. Chair Steelquist 
received no response to date.) Henry Eng was not present and no report was available. Board and community 
members were disappointed that there was no report. A resident requested that the Makiki/Lower 
Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood Board No. 10 request a public hearing. Another resident opposed the school 
and the traffic. A third resident proposed that the student drop-off start after 8:30 a.m. This item will be kept on the 
agenda.

Neighborhood Board Elections - No report was available.

Neighborhood Board Map of District - Board member Cannarella presented the map of the Makiki/Lower 
Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood Board No. 10 District to Board member Kawano. The Board and the public 
acknowledged Cannarella.

Skateboarding and Bicycling On Tantalus and Round Top Drive - No report was available.

Safeway Update - No representative was present and no report was available.

Dog Park Update - No City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) representative was present and no report 
was available.

Recycling Days in the Makiki Area - No report was available.

REPORTS:

Committees

Planning and Zoning - No report was available.

Transportation - Pat Lee reported the following:
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 The City continues moving forward with implementation of the rail project. Two more contracts were 
awarded recently (core systems and Kamehameha Guideway) with more to follow.

 Kiewit is the contractor selected for the West O'ahu Farrington Highway and Kamehameha Highway 
portions as well as the Maintenance and Storage Facility. A "Notice to Proceed" was given to Kiewit to 
commence with utility relocations along the first 6.5 mile portion of the project. Soil and shaft testing are 
already underway in the Waipahu area.

 This year, the City plans to award final design contracts and preliminary engineering for the rail stations 
for the first two phases, and the airport portion and their stations sometime later this year.

 The City recently released an updated draft financial plan to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 
The draft financial plan, which shows a reduction of the capital cost estimate of $5.5 billion, down to $5.3 
billion, would allow the City to move towards final design and towards a "Full Funding Grant Agreement" 
(FFGA) from the FTA. The FFGA is expected by the end of next year.  The City anticipates a federal grant 
of $1.55 billion for rail construction. The FFGA is the final step in the "New Starts" grant process before 
seeking Congressional appropriation for the project.

 Rail would take about 40,000 cars off the road every day and reduce future traffic by 18%. It would also 
encourage more livable, walk-able communities through Transit-Oriented Development (TOD), help direct 
orderly growth including that of the new city of Kapolei.

 Rail would also create an estimated 4,000 construction related jobs per year, and an additional 6,000 
indirect jobs which will help stimulate our local economy. For more information, visit the project website at 
www.honolulutransit.org or call our project number at 566-2299.

Health, Safety, and Wellness - No report was available.

Newsletter - The deadline to submit articles for the annual newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, May 2, 2011. 
Kawano will submit an article and put in the map.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
 Neighborhood Security Watches - Representative Della Au Belatti will forward information about the

Neighborhood Security Watches to Board member Hauret.
 Acknowledgement of Mayor's Representative Chrystn Eads - The Board thanked Mayor's Representative 

Eads for her six years of faithful service.
 No Keys - It was noted that the Chair and Vice Chair were not present and there was no key available to 

lock up the building.  This was the fourth time in the past year that the Board had to end the meeting after 
one hour.

 Next Meeting - The next Makiki/Lower Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood Board No. 10 regular meeting 
is scheduled for Thursday, May 19, 2011 at the Makiki District Park, Arts and Crafts Building at 7:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

Submitted by: 
K. Russell Ho and Nola Frank,
Neighborhood Assistants
and Bambi Wong
NCO staff

Reviewed by:
Susan Lai Young
Secretary
and Diane Chong
Acting Chair


