
MAKIKI/ LOWER PUNCHBOWL/ TANTALUS NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 10

            c/o  NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  530 SOUTH KING STREET ROOM 406  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96813
                               PHONE (808) 768-3710  FAX (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: http://www.honolulu.gov

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2009
MAKIKI DISTRICT PARK
ARTS AND CRAFTS BUILDING

CALL TO ORDER: Chair John Steelquist called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. with a quorum of nine (9)
members present. Note - This 17-member Board requires nine (9) members to establish a quorum and to take 
action.

MEMBERS PRESENT: John Bigay, Ron Cannarella, Diane Chong, Philip Hauret, Sue Hillmann, Sam Mitchell,
Martin Schiller, Alika Smith, John Steelquist and Susan Lai Young.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Charles Carole (notified absence), Christopher Hebert (notified absence), Richard Kawano, 
Allan Lee (notified absence), Eloise Lee (notified absence), and Rock Tang.

VACANCIES: One in Subdistrict 2, due to David Heulitt moving out of the District.

GUESTS: Pohai Ryan (Senator Brickwood Galuteria's Office), Representative Della Au Belatti, Chrystn Eads 
(Mayor’s Office, Mayor Mufi Hannemann’s representative), Todd Apo (City Council Chair), Shawn Hamamoto 
(Councilmember Rod Tam's Office), Bertrand Kobayashi (Councilmember Duke Bainum's Office), Sgt. Kris Killam 
(Honolulu Police Department); Capt. Warren Aki (Honolulu Fire Department), Cat Sawai (Board of Water Supply), 
Norma K. Koenig (Friends of Makiki Library), Mike Wilcox, Rosanne Harrigan (National Children's Study), Al 
Tachibana (University of Hawai'i), John Kina, J. Koga-Horen (Hui o Makiki), and K. Russell Ho (Neighborhood 
Commission Office).

FILLING OF VACANCY IN SUBDISTRICT 2 (Makiki): There were no volunteers to fill the vacancy. This item was 
deferred to the next meeting.

AGENDA ORDER: There were no objections to moving the Mayor's representative's and two City 
Councilmembers' reports to later in the agenda.

CITY MONTHLY REPORTS:

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) - Capt. Warren Aki reported 1) April 2009 Statistics - 2 fires, 57 emergencies, 
and 46 other calls for service, which include hazardous condition, service call, good intent, etc., for a total of 105
calls. 2) Fire Safety Tip - The risk of wildland fires increases as summer approaches. Make a 30-foot wide fire 
break by clearing vegetation and clutter around all structures. Some wildland fires could force the evacuation of 
neighborhoods. Have an emergency preparedness plan ready in case of such an event. Consider the route one
would take and other preparations one could have in place if needed to evacuate the home due to an emergency.
If the property borders an area where a wildland fire could occur, consider the need for fire department access in 
case the fire approaches the home. 3) For information about smoke alarms for seniors in a certain income level, 
contact the Community Relations Office at 723-7168.

Comments followed: Capt. Aki had no information about the fire at the First Insurance Building.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) - Sgt. Kris Killam reported: 1) April 2009 Statistics -6 assaults, 31 burglaries
(+12), 2 drug offenses, 11 DUI (driving under the influence), 8 family offenses, 3 graffiti (-5), 101 motor vehicle 
collisions, 20 motor vehicle thefts (+15), 15 property damages (-8), 4 robberies, 37 UEMV (unauthorized entry into 
a motor vehicle) (+12), and 192 miscellaneous calls for service (-49). 2) The "Click It or Ticket" campaign, which 
has a $92.00 fine for not bucking up the seat belt, runs through May 31. 3) Sgt. Killam distributed two handouts on 
distractions while driving and one announced the ban on using electronic devices is effective on July 1.

Comments followed: 1) Abandoned vehicles should be towed within 10 days. 2) Concerns were expressed about 
tracking gun fire or loud noises in Honolulu and the increase in electronic harassment.
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Young arrived at 7:15 p.m.; 10 members present.

Board of Water Supply (BWS) - Cat Sawai reported: 1) One water main break in Makiki. 2) 2009 Water 
Conservation Week Poster and Poetry Contests - BWS wanted to express mahalo and aloha to the nearly 3,500 
student artists and 200 poets who participated the 2009 Water Conservation Week Poster and Poetry contests. 
Their art and poetry creatively illustrated the contest theme, "Ola I Ka Wai - Water Gives Life", depicting simple 
ways to conserve water. The winners have been announced and were honored at an awards ceremony by Mayor 
Mufi Hannemann. A full list of winners, an online art gallery and a short video may be found on the BWS website 
at www.boardofwatersupply.com. Also, these posters and poems will be on exhibit at Honolulu Hale’s Lane 
Gallery from May 4th to May 15th; Pearlridge Uptown from May 18th to May 29th; Kahala Mall from June 1st to 
June 12th; Kapolei Hale from June 15th to June 26th; and Windward Mall from June 29th to July 10th. 
Congratulations to the winners! 3) 2009 Detect-A-Leak Week - The BWS will launch the 19th Annual Detect-A-
Leak Week, which will be held from June 7 through 13, as a way to encourage customers to check for property 
leaks and repair them promptly. Leak detection efforts are simple ways to save water and save money! 
Throughout Detect-A-Leak week, FREE toilet leak detection dye tablets may be picked up at any City Mill store, 
Satellite City Hall, or the BWS’s Lobby on Beretania Street. On Monday June 1 until Monday June 15, customers 
may also enter to win a free home leak detection by filling out an entry form at www.boardofwatersupply.com. 
Sawai brought a few leak detection tablets. Drop one of these tablets into the toilet tank. If there is a leak, the 
color should appear in the bowl within 15-30 minutes. 4) Sawai distributed cards with BWS contact telephone 
numbers.

Honolulu Rail Transit Project (HRTP) Update - Pat Lee sent a written report:

Neighborhood Board Update
May 2009

Milestones - The project is rigorously following the environmental review process and expects to publish the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) later this year. That will be followed by a Record of Decision (ROD) from 
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), which will complete the environmental review. Groundbreaking is 
expected in December. 

Rail Station Workshops - Upcoming rail station workshops: 1) June 3 and July 8 for the Waipahu community. 
Workshops are from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Waipahu Intermediate School cafeteria. 2) May 12, June 29 and August 
5 for communities in Kapolei, Makakilo and Ewa Beach. Workshops are from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Kapolei High 
School cafeteria August 18 for the students, teachers and faculty at Leeward Community College. It is from 11:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon on campus. 3) Rail station workshops have been successful so far. More than 100 people 
showed up for the first Waipahu workshop, and 30 students, teachers and staff attended the Leeward Community 
College workshop. 

Community Events - 1) "Hawaii Build and Buy Green” conference of the State Department of Business, Economic 
Development and Tourism. It is May 19 and 20 at the Ko'olau Golf Club Ballrooms, 45-550 Kionaole Road, 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 2) “Hawaii Lodging, Hospitality and Food Service Expo” from July 8 to July 9

Additional - The project DVD for the Honolulu rail transit Draft Environmental Impact Statement has been honored 
as one of the state’s best communications tools by the International Association of Business Communicators-
Hawaii. The DVD received the group's Ilima Award of Excellence for external video or multimedia program, the 
highest honor in that category. An updated video guide will be produced for the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement. The project has hired former state Department of Transportation spokesperson Scott Ishikawa. His 
knowledge of transportation, community affairs and the media will be an asset to the project, particularly as media 
interest grows when we get closer to groundbreaking.

RESIDENTS/COMMUNITY CONCERNS:

1) Representative Della Belatti announced the Art Mural project with artist John Kina. This project will be 
highlighted at the next Discover Makiki event, later this summer.

2) There will be a special "joint" Neighborhood Board meeting (for Manoa, Makiki and McCully) on Tuesday, 
June 23 at the Central Union Church Parish Hall from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The Kapiolani Medical Center's 
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long range development plan will be presented. Board member Chong volunteered to represent the Makiki 
Neighborhood Board.

APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 19, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The February 19, 2009 regular 
meeting minutes were APPROVED as circulated UNANIMOUSLY, 10-0-0 (AYE: Bigay, Cannarella, Chong, 
Hauret, Hillmann, Mitchell, Schiller, Smith, Steelquist, and Young).

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 19, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The March 19, 2009 regular meeting 
minutes were APPROVED as circulated UNANIMOUSLY (AYE: Bigay, Cannarella, Chong, Hauret, Hillmann,
Mitchell, Schiller, Smith, Steelquist, and Young).

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 16, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: The April 16, 2009 regular meeting 
minutes were APPROVED as circulated UNANIMOUSLY (AYE: Bigay, Cannarella, Chong, Hauret, Hillmann,
Mitchell, Schiller, Smith, Steelquist, and Young).

BOARD BUSINESS

National Children's Study - Dr. Rosanne Harrington presented the National Children's Study, which would 
examine the effects of environmental influences on the health and development of more than 100,000 randomly-
selected children across the United States (1,000 children from Hawai'i) from pre-birth to age 21 years. Dr.
Harrington mentioned they will start to collect data in one and a half years. Some issues will be taken into 
account, including genetics, physical surroundings, social factors, cultural and family influences and differences, 
and geographic locations. Results of the study will be released as the research develops and the information 
gathered will form the basis of child health guidance, interventions, and policy for generations to come.

The Contemporary Museum's request to the City Department of Planning and Permitting to loosen restrictions -
The Contemporary Museum requested that the City loosen some of the restrictions to the Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP), for example allowing 300 people to attend their fundraising events. The Board wanted to invite the Makiki 
Community Association to the next meeting to hear their comments before making any decisions.

Bill 42, relating to charging non-City entities $250 to come before the Board more than three (3) times a year -
Cannarella moved, and Schiller seconded that the Makiki/Lower Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood 
Board No. 10 oppose Bill 42 and that a copy of this resolution be sent to Councilmember Charles Djou.  
The motion was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY, 10-0-0 (AYE: Bigay, Cannarella, Chong, Hauret, Hillmann,
Mitchell, Schiller, Smith, Steelquist, and Young).

Chair Steelquist called a recess at 7:52 p.m.

Chair Steelquist reconvened the meeting at 8:05 p.m.

Neighborhood Commission-passed Agenda/Minutes Template - Mitchell moved, and Schiller seconded that 
the Makiki/Lower Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood Board No. 10 had no objection to the new agenda 
template. The motion was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY, 10-0-0 (AYE: Bigay, Cannarella, Chong, Hauret, 
Hillmann, Mitchell, Schiller, Smith, Steelquist, and Young).

REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report - Martin Schiller reported that the Operating Balance was $1,141.52; $40.38 was expended for 
the printing and mailing of the agenda and minutes, leaving a balance of $1,101.14. With no expenditures, the 
Publicity balance remained at $3,538.00 and the Refreshments balance remained at $120.00. The Treasurer's 
report was filed.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Senator Carol Fukunaga - No representative present, but she will have a Legislative report later.

Senator Brickwood Galuteria's newsletter was available and it highlighted a Legislative report.

Comments followed: A Board member questioned the status of the "Modular Housing" Bill.
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Representative Sylvia Luke's newsletter was available. 

Representative Della Belatti distributed a "pie chart" showing State Budget Solutions and reported: 1) The 
Legislature may have a veto-override session in July. 2) She may "revisit" the "Unclaimed Property" Bill.

Representative Karl Rhoads - No representative or report present.

Governor Linda Lingle’s representative - Duane Okamoto reported: 1) He will have more information on 
unclaimed property next time and statute of limitations. 2) Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) 
tree-trimming - DLNR will postpone the tree trimming on Tantalus and will hire an arborist to mitigate the 
problems. 3) Roosters in Makiki - The DLNR is waiting for the equipment to arrive before trapping will commence. 
DLNR will work with the HPD.

Councilmember Rod Tam - Shawn Hamamoto reported: 1) Bill 4, which prohibits the use of a hand-held mobile 
electronic devices while operating a motor vehicle, exempted police officers, emergency service personnel, 
commercial vehicle operators and Federal Communication Commission-licensed amateur radio operators. It will 
take effect on July 1, 2009. 2) The Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) budget items for the District are still in the 
budget.

Councilmember Duke Bainum - Bertrand Kobayashi distributed Councilmember Bainum's newsletter and 
reported: 1) The City Council proposed a $75 to $100 homeowner's exemption, but Councilmember Bainum 
prefers a cut in the tax rate rather than a one-time credit. 2) A $6 million cut in the $1.6 billion budget would delay 
the start of the next recycling phase. 3) Councilmember Bainum and the Honolulu American Institute of Architects 
(AIA Honolulu) prefer an "at grade" (ground level) rail system, which $5.5 million funding went to creating 79 new 
permanent positions. There was a proposal to give $1.5 million to the "losers" of the bid process (three of four 
bidders).

Mayor Mufi Hannemann's Representative - Chrystn Eads reported: 1) Regarding the gate on Forest Ridge Way, 
Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) wrote a letter to Dr. John Cogan on April 17, 2009 and informed 
him that the gate must be removed by May 8 and to notify DPP when the gate is removed.  If the gate is not 
removed, the Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) will be notified to remove the gate; Dr. Cogan will be 
responsible for payment of all costs associated with the removal of the gate. Through his attorney, Dr. Cogan 
requested additional time to correct the problem and/or continue with further discussions with Department of 
Budget and Fiscal Services (BFS) to purchase the end of the street. DPP has allowed him an additional three
months to resolve this issue. 2) Upon receipt of the letter from Chair Steelquist, Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR) will request the Board of Parks and Recreation to include the request on their next meeting 
agenda. 3) Regarding the Makiki District Park, the parking lot was under the jurisdiction of the contractor until late 
afternoon on April 17, 2009, following the pre-final inspection.  It has since been reopened for use.

Comments followed: 1) With many people viewing the Fourth of July fireworks display, the Ala Moana Beach Park 
will need more portable toilets for the event. 2) The annual Honolulu Family Festival may be setting up at Magic 
Island now. 3) An "at grade" rail system would have cross-traffic.

Schiller left the meeting at 8:45 p.m.; nine (9) members present.

COMMITTEES:

Planning and Zoning, Transportation, and Health, Safety, and Wellness – No reports.

Newsletter - It is "on time," will be three pages and may have pictures.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Chair Steelquist will be traveling out of state in June.  Hauret moved; and Mitchell seconded that if Vice 
Chair Carole, Secretary Hauret, and Treasurer Schiller could not attend the next meeting then Bigay 
would be the Acting Chair. The motion was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY, 9-0-0 (AYE: Bigay, 
Cannarella, Chong, Hauret, Hillmann, Mitchell, Smith, Steelquist, and Young).

 Chair Steelquist had many publications for interested people to review.
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 Remember to vote for Neighborhood Board No. 10 candidates

 The next Makiki/Lower Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood Board No. 10 regular meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, June 18, 2009 at the Makiki District Park, Arts and Crafts Building at 7:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

Submitted by: 
K. Russell Ho, Neighborhood Assistant


