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Dear Elementary School Principal:

The Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) is pleased to announce the 28" Edition of the
Fire Fighter's Safety Guide (FFSG). The HFD’s FFSG program provides children in
public and private elementary schools an opportunity to actively participate in an
effective fire safety education program.

The FFSG is a children’s workbook with important fire safety messages for children and
their families to practice at home. This year's FFSG promotes the 2013 Fire Prevention
Week (FPW) theme, “Prevent Kitchen Fires.”

In 2011, U.S. fire departments responded to 370,000 home structure fires. These fires
caused 13,910 civilian injuries, 2,520 civilian deaths, and $6.9 billion in direct damage.

o Ninety two percent of all structure fire deaths resulted from home structure fires.
o Cooking is the leading cause of home structure fires and home fire injuries.

» Kitchens are the leading area of origin for home structure fires (42%) and home
fire injuries (38%).

The FFSG provides important fire safety tips to children and their families that align with
the FPW theme:

o Maintain a kid- and pet-free zone of at least three feet from the stove.

o Do not leave cooking food unattended.

o Turn pot handles away from the stove’s edge.

e Keep a lid and oven mitt nearby when cooking to use in case of a grease fire. If

a grease fire occurs, slide a lid over the pan, turn off the burner, and leave the
pan covered until it is completely cool.
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Highlights for this year's program:

i)

The FFSGs are scheduled for delivery to your school during the last week of
September prior to FPW, which is October 6-12, 2013.

An Incentive Coupon Sheet (ICS) is included in the center of every FFSG. As

such, it is no longer necessary to fax the number of completed FFSGs to the
HFD.

Teachers may remove the ICSs from the FFSGs and distribute them to students
who complete and return the Fire Safety Superhero Pledge form located on the

back of the workbook. It is not necessary to forward signed pledge forms to
the HFD.

To assist the HFD gain more information to better serve the community, we
encourage parents to participate in an online fire safety survey, which is located
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/hawaiifamily.

Please assist us by:

1.

2.

Announcing FPW and displaying the enclosed posters.

Designating a School FFSG Coordinator to be the point-of-contact between
your school and the HFD.

Having the School FFSG Coordinator distribute the FFSGs, including a copy
of this letter, to all elementary classes before October 4, 2013. For ease of
distribution, electronic copies of this letter and the FFSG can be obtained at
http://www1.honolulu.gov/hfd/fireeducr.htm.

E-mailing the Community Relations/Education section (CRO) at
hfdedcr@honolulu.gov to request additional copies or report a surplus of
FFSGs.

Encouraging teachers and students to review the lessons within the FFSG.

Encouraging students to return the Fire Safety Superhero Pledge form signed
by a parent or guardian.
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8. Encouraging parents to participate in the above-mentioned online fire safety
survey.

The HFD looks forward to your school’s participation in this year's FFSG program.
Should you have questions or comments, please contact the CRO at 723-7163 or via

e-mail.

MANUEL P. NEVES
Fire Chief

MPN/DJ;jl
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